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A mild winter was followed by a dry cold spring, and the summer has been very
broken with many windy spells. A heavy snowstorm was experienced at the commencement
oft lambing, which greatly redueed lambing pereentages throughout the provinee.  Although
stock wintered well, the changeable spring and early suminer weather had the cffoet of
keeping lambs baek, and it has heen a slow fattening season.  Flowever, given favourable
weather in the autumn, the returng from fut Iambs shonld he satisfactory.

Owing to shortage of labour, enly a small amount of development. work has bheen
carricd out on Papanui Setilement duving the year. The ewe flock has been considerably
inereased, and a record number of eattle were cariied through the summer.

On the Avelil' Block the development work consists ol the grassing of laree arcas
previously eaten out and overrun with, hrown-op and couch.

Control:  Commissioner of Crown  Lands, Invercargil——The  Spurhead Bloek, of
2,213 aeres, and the Anderson Gift Block, of 600 acres, both suhjeet to the Small Farms
Aect, are under the eontrol of the Commissioner of Crown Liands, Invereargill,

On the whole the past scason has been o favourable one, although a wet spring delayed
sowings, particularly wheat, swedes, and turnips.  All elasses of erops and stoek have done
well.

On the Spurhead Bloek the outstanding feature of the year’s operations was the
sowing of 386 acres of linen flax as o diveet war effort.  Thiy large undertaking turned out
more suceessful than was anticipated, and it appears that very little, if' any, of the crop
will be rejected for fibre.

The Anderson Bloek, donated by the late Sir Robert Anderson to the Crown, is
situated five miles west of Dipton.  Possession was taken on the 16th April, 1942, when
the block was immediately stoeked up, 1,157 breeding-cwes heing wintered.  The development
of this block can be regarded as advanceed, but it is obvious from experience to date that
furtheir drainage is essential,

Individual Tenants under the Small Forms Acl.

The greater majority of the individual tenants established under the Small [Marms
Act, 1932-33, are located in the North Auckland and Auckland Land Distriels and oecupy
self-supporting dairy units. The following particulars are supplied relative to these arcas—

North Awclkland.~The scrious drought conditions have again proved the soundness of
the past policy of reticulation of the majority of the properties with adequate piping and
troughs.  Further maintenanee and improvement. work has had to he earried out to two
large water schemes in the Daveaville district.  The holdings served by the two schemes
concerned are particnlarly susceptible to drought conditions and lack of water.

The rationing ol manure is also beginning to affect production and also the maintenance
ol pasturce.  Wherever possible, however, lime s heing applied in larger quantitics. The
shortage of manure, coupled with the scarcity of labour, has meant that the bringing-in
of further arcas on some of the farms will have to be delayed until circumstances improve.

The majority of the holdings, however, have sufficient arcas developed thercon to allow
the holding concerned to he farmed as an ceconomie unit in the meantime.

Numbers of settlers are with the armed forecs, but, generally speaking, the settler’s
family has been able to carry on with the assistance of such outside labour as may be
available.

Auckland —Up till the present time the effeet of the top-dressing manure shortage has
not been very apparent, hut from now on a deterioration mnst take place. A good rainfall
was experienced until the beginning of Jdanuary, which was very dry and caused pastures
to dry up somewhat, but rains in the latter part of February have brought an improvement,
and the stock should face the winter well,

Settlers generally have been alive to the neeessity for growing crops and saving hay,
and for destroying ragwort, which is again becoming a menace, as no sodium chlorate is
available, and there is no extra labour available for eutting the weed.

Speaking gencerally, the settlers have maintained their position, in spite of the speeial
difficultics facing the farming community to-day, but it appears inevitable that progress
will be slower until conditions are normal again.

Apvanors MADE 10 CROWN TENANTS FOR THE DREVELOPMENT AND STockiNGg ov Tk ToLpiNgs.
Amounts advanced for the year ended 31st March, 1943 -

£
Improvements .. .. .. . .. 2,308
Stock .. .. .. .. .. .. 701
Number of advances made 39

DISCHARGED SOLDIERS SETTLEMENT ACT, 1915.
The following particulars are supplied pursuant to seetion 14 of the Discharged
Soldiers Settlements Aet, 1915

ToraL AREA PROCLAIMED SINCE TNCEPTION 01 THR SCHRMIL,

Class of Tand. Aren (Acres).
Ordinary Crown lands .. . . .. 1,048,361
Land for settlements land . . . 405,952
Cheviot FEstate land .. .. .. .. 3,356

1,457 669

Proclamations have heen dssued vevoking the setting-apart of 257,936 acres of Crown
land and 108,409 acres of land for settlements land.

Irom the ineeption of the soldiersettlement seheme in 1915 the total applications
received number 15181 and the allotments made number 4,112, covering a total arca of
1,446,067 acres.

The  Discharged  Soldiers  Settlement  Account was abolished by scetion 6 of the
Kinance Aet, 1937,

Provision for the scttlement of discharged servieemen returned from the present war
was made in the Small Ifarms Amendment Aet, 1940,
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