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SUMMARY.

The principal works carried out during the p(‘t"i()d of eleven months from st April,
1942, to 28th February, 1943, are summarized below i —

ixcavation.
Miles. Ch. Jubie Yards.
Drains eleaned by manual labour .. .. .. 126 925
Drains eleaned by weed-cutting launch . . 7 29 ..
Drains widened and deepened by manual labour .. 1 3 1,305
Drains and canals improved with execavators . l
Stop-banks,  vivers, and  streams  improved withy 3 66 70,883
execavators . ..
Stone used for training- wall and ﬂuod‘mi(‘ pl'oioo‘uon . 2,500
River-hank eleared of willows with tractor .. 0 27
Brideces construeted— No,
Permanent (25 1t. span) .. .. .. . oo
Temporary (135 ft. span) .. . . . N
Rates struck-- £
Spcoi:ll .. .. . .. . .. 10,4385
(eneral .. . .. . .. .. HI86
Rates eollected
Special .. .. .. .. . Lo 13,809
Cloneral .. .. . .. .. .. 7,905

Narivi Rarina,

The problem of Native-rate collection is one that is causing great concern tfo rating
authorities in the North Island. A seheme which is in operation in part of the Walariki
Maori Land District has proved to be most suecessiul, and briet details of the system which
was instituted, and the results as it affeets this Departmoent, are of interest.

In the Rangitaiki Drainage Distriet there are approximately four hundred Native
propevties, on which the annual drainage rates amount 1o nearly 1900, Up to 31st March,
1939, colleetions were practically nil and the Native arrears al that date were over £14,000,
C h(ugmh orders had heen ()bh.lml(d, bul the position was becoming progressively worse, and
in many individual cases the arvears of rates greatly exceeded the value of the land.

Attempts to enforee the charging orders by the appointment of a Reeciver naturally
raised  strone protests from the Natives, and i1 was evident that the wholesale Io;mng
of Tand would he detrimental not only to the Natives, but o the authorities themselves.
Kven had it been practical to lease the lands in order to me(t rate arrears, there would
he the daneoer that current rates would accummlate and the some difficulties would again
ATISC 11 Jew years,

Iollowing a conference between the mterested parties, it was unanimoushy aereed 1hat
the main objeel was to glem the tide of rising eharges on Native fands—1o mvuh.l te the
habit of paying current rafes when duc. With this m view, the rating authorities agreed
1o write off one vear’s arvears {or cach yvear of current vates paid.  The representatives of
the Native ratepayers realized that ihis was a most generons offer, and they gratefully

aceepled i, A Colleetor was appointed, and he is doing exeellent work not only in
celleeting  Native rates, but in obtaining nceessary  mmformation regarding seetions and

oceupicrs.  The total Native drainage rales paid sinee the scheme was instituted amounts
1o £0300.  Far the years 193040, 1940-41 and 194142 approximately 8O per ecent. of
the Native rates levied have been eollected.  Sueh an exeellent response would not have
been possible without the co-operation of the Native Land Court, the Native Department,
the Whakatane County Couneil, the Colleetor, and the Natives themsclves. The thanks of
the Department are due to the parties eoncerned.
[ have, &e.,
T DI BNENS £
Chief Drainage Fngincer.
The Under-Secretary for Lands, Wellington,
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