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Presenled to bolh Howses of the General Assembly by Leave

GENERAL REPORT

I eontinuation of previous statements presented to both Ilouses of the (feneral Assembly
during the last twelve years, the Board of Native Affairs submits its annual report on the
development, sett l(m(m, and farming of Native lands, and subsidiary aetivities undertaken
for the hetterment of the Maori people.

War conditions, and an adverse season experienced in many parts of the North Island,
have alfected farming operations, and the shortage of man-power and the limited supply
of fertilizers are factors which have precluded the extension of land-development activities
to any appreciable extent.  Nevertheless, throughout the year every endeavour has been
made 1o maintain the Board's present farming enterprises and to stimulate production.

Although elimatic eonditions generally 1hmu<’h()m New Zealand during ‘rho year were
satisfactory for agriculture, the vagaries of the weather experieneed in some distriets
were dlslnw[]y unfavourable for da.nymg. In North Auckland a cold spring followed by
an abnormally dry summer and auntumn affeeted butterfat-produetion; in the Waikato a
very dry summer was also recorded, hut the season was more favourable for grazing;
lambing pereentages were good in the Bay of Plenty following a mild winter, but the
paucity ol rain in the summer affeeted daivyving; parts of the Bast Coast suffered from
drought conditions from August onwards, but the pastures recovered in the late autumn;
the prolonged dry weather, which extended to the Wanganui distriet, was relleeted in
the deercased lmHvrl':ll refurns, bt weleome raing fell in Mareh; pasture growth was
better in the Manawatu, hut in the TTawke’s Bay and Wairarapa areas there was o serious
shortage of feed owing 1<> the seareity of rain.  Crops in the South Island were reasonably
good and the prospects for winter feed are satisfactory.

Notwithstanding  unfavourable seasonal conditions in many distriets, the farming
retarns for 1942-43 were the highest vet recorded, and amounted to £617,442, as compared
with €575,752 for the previous year. A deeline of over 63 per cent. in hutterfat-production
was more than offset by the 15 per cent. increase in wool-prices and the higher returns
realized from the sale of fat stock.  Ineluding the proportion of ercam returns paid
diveet to the settlers, the total revenue for the year amounted to £830,000, an inerease
of £35,000 over the figures for the preceding period.

The principal items of produetion from State schemes controlled by the Board
are as follows: Butterfat, representing the Department’s proportion only, which averaged
4) per eent., £165,268, as compared with £€176,743 for the previous scason; wool-sales,
£92,770, as against £76,802 for 1942, proceeds from sheep and eattle sold, £240,073, in
comparison with £214140 for the previous year; and sundry reeeipts ((',Iops and other
farm produce), £36,883, the previous year’s figures being £34578.  The volume of dairy-
produce deercased from 6,067,433 1h. to 5,652,695 1h., while the wool-clip of 5,315 bales
showed a slight deercase as compared with .>,4"() bahs for the 1942 geason. ’l‘he cighteen
stations finaneed by the Native Trustee and 1]1(' Maort Land Boards produced a total
of 2,123 bales of wool ()[ a gross value of £37,725) as compared with 2164 bales (£35,784)
for the preceding year; sales of llvo—s‘m('k on these properties reached £38379, in
comparison with £36,67 " for 1942, On the Hast Coast Trust stations 3,471 hales of
wool were shorn, the previous yvear’s elip being 2,765 hales.

The dive-stock returnsg at the 3lst Maveh last show an inerease in practically all
classes over the 1942 figures.  The tallies, with the preceding year’s ﬁgurcs shown in
parentheses, on the farming sehemes finaneed by the State W( re as follows: Cows milked
during the season, 40,500 (40,000) 5 other dairy stoek, 25,200 (24,000); run ecattle,
30500 (27,600) ;5 breeding-cwes, 159,300 (155,500) ; dry sheep, 121,500 (111,000). The
sixteen Native Trust stations were arrying 8,615 (9,160)  run cattle, 31,000 (29,500)
breeding-ewes, and 38,000 (28300) dry sheep; while the figures for {wo Maori Land
Board stations were 1,78D (1 M ") run cattle, 1"‘()0 (10,900) breeding-cwes, and 10,000
(12,800) dry sheep. The Trust and Board proponm,s devive their finance {rom trust funds.
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