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(ANNUAL REPORT OF TIIE) ¥OR THE YEAR LENDED 31sr MARCH, 1943.

Laid on the Table of the House of Represciiutives by Leave.

Department of Internal Affairs, Wellington, 17th May, 1943.
Sir,—-
| have the honour to submit herewith the annus! report of the Department for the
year ended 31st March, 1943.
I have, &c.,
J. W. HreNanw,
The Hon. W. B. Parry, Under-Seeretary.
Minister of Tnternal Afluirs.

REPORT.

I. TASMAN TERCENTENNIAL.

Tur Tercentennial of Tasman’s discovery of New Zealand fell in December, 1942, and various
celobrations were organized in conpeetion therewith, A strong delegation of Netherlanders, headed
by Dr. Charles van der Plas, visitod Noew Zealand in conneetion with the Tercentennial and were
preseut ab all the celebrations.  The first colebration to mark the 300th anniversary of Tasman’s
siehting New Zealand was originadly planned to be held on the 12th December at Okarito, where a
memotial hud been previously crecied by the Westland County Couneil to mark that part of the cowst
first sighted by Tasman.  Owing to floods the celebrations could not be held at Okarito, but were held
at Uolkitike.  The Netherlands delogation subsequentiy visited Okarito. At Tarakohe a memorial
wis orected to mark the spot nearest to which Tasman approached land during his visit to the New
Veadnnd const. This was anveiled on the 18th Decenber. The third celebration was the dedication
of the Abel Tasman National Park, o veserve of some 33,000 acrees fronting Tasman Bay, which had
heen set aside as a permanent meinoris! to Abel Tasman. It was originally proposed to hold the
celebration at Torrent Bay, in the heart of the National Park, but weather conditions proving unfavour-
able for the boat trip, the celebrations were held at Kaiteritert, ab which place His Excellency the
Governor-General declared the National Park open.  The Netherlands delegation also visited many
of the West Coast and Nelson towns and distriets and were accorded civie receptions in a number of
places.

II. HISTORICAL BRANCH.

The main work of research on which the staff is now engaged is the Centennial Historical Atlas,
the preparation of which is still going forward slowly, with post-war publication in view.

The Branch took charge of the typographical preparation and publication of a new edition of
N. R McKenzie’s < The Gael fares Forth.” it also produced for publicity among the American forces
2 booldet entitled © Meet New Zealand,” of which thousands of copies have been distributed locally,
and which was reprinted and circulated in the United States by the New Zealand Legation.

Much work was done in connection with the monmment raised at Golden Bay as part of the Tasman
Tercontenninl Celebrations.  The hranch also supervised the production of a commemorative hooklet
entitled * Abel Janszoon Tasman and the Discovery of New Zealand,” as well as programmes lor the
main functions involved.

The design and production of commemorative wooden plagues for erection in new Maori meeting-
houses ab Rotorua has alko been pari of the Branch’s work, with a programme of the ceremonies.

Pompallier House, at Russell, Bay of {slands, the residence of the first Catholic Bishop of New
Zealand, and headquarters ol his missionary work, was inspected and its purchase by the Government
recommended as a historical monument.

The Branch has co-operated with the Archives Branch of Army Headquarters in the production
ol the Second New Zealand Hxpeditionary Force surveys.

A good deal of work has heen done in taking photographs of important aspects of the New Zealand
war effort, both in industry and in the forees. Copies of these have heen released for publicity overseas.

During the year the Branch has coutinued to act as a clearing-house ol historical information
relating to New Zealand.

Sales of the Department’s Centennial publications have continted steadily.  Several of the series
of book surveys are now out of print.  Reprintings of several of the sarlier numbers of the pictoria
surveys © Making New Zealand ” were made to replenish stocks.
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