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NIEW ZEALAND

NATIVE LAND DEVELOPMENT AND THE PROVISION OF HOUSES
FOR MAORIS, INCLUDING EMPLOYMENT PROMOTION

REPORT ON--BY BOARD OI" NATIVE AIIFAIRS

Presenled to bolh Howses of the General Assembly by Leave

GENERAL REPORT

I eontinuation of previous statements presented to both Ilouses of the (feneral Assembly
during the last twelve years, the Board of Native Affairs submits its annual report on the
development, sett l(m(m, and farming of Native lands, and subsidiary aetivities undertaken
for the hetterment of the Maori people.

War conditions, and an adverse season experienced in many parts of the North Island,
have alfected farming operations, and the shortage of man-power and the limited supply
of fertilizers are factors which have precluded the extension of land-development activities
to any appreciable extent.  Nevertheless, throughout the year every endeavour has been
made 1o maintain the Board's present farming enterprises and to stimulate production.

Although elimatic eonditions generally 1hmu<’h()m New Zealand during ‘rho year were
satisfactory for agriculture, the vagaries of the weather experieneed in some distriets
were dlslnw[]y unfavourable for da.nymg. In North Auckland a cold spring followed by
an abnormally dry summer and auntumn affeeted butterfat-produetion; in the Waikato a
very dry summer was also recorded, hut the season was more favourable for grazing;
lambing pereentages were good in the Bay of Plenty following a mild winter, but the
paucity ol rain in the summer affeeted daivyving; parts of the Bast Coast suffered from
drought conditions from August onwards, but the pastures recovered in the late autumn;
the prolonged dry weather, which extended to the Wanganui distriet, was relleeted in
the deercased lmHvrl':ll refurns, bt weleome raing fell in Mareh; pasture growth was
better in the Manawatu, hut in the TTawke’s Bay and Wairarapa areas there was o serious
shortage of feed owing 1<> the seareity of rain.  Crops in the South Island were reasonably
good and the prospects for winter feed are satisfactory.

Notwithstanding  unfavourable seasonal conditions in many distriets, the farming
retarns for 1942-43 were the highest vet recorded, and amounted to £617,442, as compared
with €575,752 for the previous year. A deeline of over 63 per cent. in hutterfat-production
was more than offset by the 15 per cent. increase in wool-prices and the higher returns
realized from the sale of fat stock.  Ineluding the proportion of ercam returns paid
diveet to the settlers, the total revenue for the year amounted to £830,000, an inerease
of £35,000 over the figures for the preceding period.

The principal items of produetion from State schemes controlled by the Board
are as follows: Butterfat, representing the Department’s proportion only, which averaged
4) per eent., £165,268, as compared with £€176,743 for the previous scason; wool-sales,
£92,770, as against £76,802 for 1942, proceeds from sheep and eattle sold, £240,073, in
comparison with £214140 for the previous year; and sundry reeeipts ((',Iops and other
farm produce), £36,883, the previous year’s figures being £34578.  The volume of dairy-
produce deercased from 6,067,433 1h. to 5,652,695 1h., while the wool-clip of 5,315 bales
showed a slight deercase as compared with .>,4"() bahs for the 1942 geason. ’l‘he cighteen
stations finaneed by the Native Trustee and 1]1(' Maort Land Boards produced a total
of 2,123 bales of wool ()[ a gross value of £37,725) as compared with 2164 bales (£35,784)
for the preceding year; sales of llvo—s‘m('k on these properties reached £38379, in
comparison with £36,67 " for 1942, On the Hast Coast Trust stations 3,471 hales of
wool were shorn, the previous yvear’s elip being 2,765 hales.

The dive-stock returnsg at the 3lst Maveh last show an inerease in practically all
classes over the 1942 figures.  The tallies, with the preceding year’s ﬁgurcs shown in
parentheses, on the farming sehemes finaneed by the State W( re as follows: Cows milked
during the season, 40,500 (40,000) 5 other dairy stoek, 25,200 (24,000); run ecattle,
30500 (27,600) ;5 breeding-cwes, 159,300 (155,500) ; dry sheep, 121,500 (111,000). The
sixteen Native Trust stations were arrying 8,615 (9,160)  run cattle, 31,000 (29,500)
breeding-ewes, and 38,000 (28300) dry sheep; while the figures for {wo Maori Land
Board stations were 1,78D (1 M ") run cattle, 1"‘()0 (10,900) breeding-cwes, and 10,000
(12,800) dry sheep. The Trust and Board proponm,s devive their finance {rom trust funds.
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The gross expenditure of public moneys for the year under review on the agrieultural
and pastoral schemes controlled by the Board was £648,328 (comparcd with £766,838 for
the previous year), the finanee for which was provided from the Tollowing sources:
Farming receipts, £5634976; grants from the Consolidated 1und towards labour subsidics,
£132503. The year’s working thus resulted in a surplus of £19,151 without recourse to
new loan-moneys, and after meeting £114,172 in interest charges.

Due partly to the continued enlistment of Maoris of military age for scrvice with
the armed forces, and to some extent to the lucrative rates of pay at present heing offered
in oulside industries, the average number of men employed on Board-controlled properties
deelined from 2000 to some 1,000 during the year under review. Grants from the
Consolidated  Fund amounting to £132,500 were the means of cnabling the Board to
subsidize the work on marginal lands and maintain production on propertics not fully
developed, and in cases where returns from  farming operations were found to boe
insufficient to provide a reasonable standard of living the Board has provided assistanee to
settlers during the winter months by way of labour subsidies, with the main objeet of
inercasing the produetivity of their holdings. The Board appreeiates the work of the
district {ribal committees and their exceutives, which are an integral part of the Maori
war cffort organization, in directing settlers not eligible for military serviee (o remain
on their farms and to devote their energies towards inercased production.

The Government has vecently decideéd that more vigorous measures shall be taken
to develop and extend horticulture amongst the Maoris, and arrangements are in train
for the appointment of an expert to the Native Department for the purpose of controlling
this activity.  As a commereial enterprise, the establishment of suitable men as market-
gardeners on seleeted areas which cannot he profitably utilized for dairying should provide
opportunitics both for the oceupier and his family, and the development of horticulture
for domestic purposes will materially improve the living-conditions of the people. The
Board weleomes the extension of agricultural pursuits among the Maoris, and where there
is reasonable seeurity, is prepared to consider advances {o meet the cost of fenceing and
cultivation and the purehase of sced and manure.

1t is expeeted that much of the work in conneetion with the repatriation of retnrned
Maori servicemen will be delegated to the Native Department. Provided the neeessary
finance is made available, the Department is properly equipped to undertake the responsi-
bility o finding employment for discharged soldiers on Board-controlled propertics,
establishing suitable men ag settlers on tribal and other lands, and providing homes and
financial assistance for Maoris who have served with the armed forees, and for serviee-
men’s widows.  Pending the appointment of some administrative authority in accordance
with the provisions of the Rehabilitation Aet, 1941, the Board of Native Affairs has
approved advanees under the Native Housing Act for dwellings in appropriale cases, and
is investigating any applications whieh have been referred, and is arranging for inspeetions
ol Native lands suitable Tor soldicr settlement.

The trangfer ol skilled tradesmen to defence eonstruction works, the scareity of and
restrictions on building-materials, and the general demands on man-powcer for war purposcs
have seriously ceurtailed the Board’s housing activities during the year, but nevertheless
some progress is recorded.  Some 49 houses were erceted, purchased, or repaired under
the provision of the Native Housing Aet, while on the farm development and settlement
schemes 32 dwellings were completed and 15 were renovated. The total number of
cottages and other dwellings ereeted or renovated for Maoris up to the 31st March, 1943,
was 2,354, and a large number of farm buildings have been provided for Native scttlers
on the land. The Board is fully scized of the nced for improving the living-conditions of
the Maori people, and trusts that more vigorous measurcs in this direction may he
possible as the war position improves.

This year the Ahuwhenua Trophy, presented by the Right Yon. Viseount Bledisloe
for annual competition among Maori setilers on land-development sehemes, was awarded
{o a member of the Neati-Kahungunu tribe engaged in dairy-farming at Horohoro, ncar
Rotorna. In awarding points for pasture control, stock hushandry, volume of produection,
conservation of winter-feed, condition of fenees, cleanliness of sheds and equipment, and
general  farm management, the judee congratulated the winner on hig initiative, and
complimenied the seven contestants on their farming efficiency.

The investments of the Native Trustee and the seven Maori TLand Boards are
controlled by the Board and are in a sound position. At the 31st March last the funds
in\'os‘{v(l by the Native Trustee amounted to £648,000, including £398,000 on mortgage
sceurities to 375 Natives, £168,000 on overdvaft to stations and other properties heing
farmed, €8,000 held in Government stock and local-body debentures, and £55,000 deposits
at short call.  The corresponding figures for the Maori Land Boards at the same date
were: Total investments, £653,000, including £152,000 by way of loans to 252 Maori
mortgagors;  £80,000 advances on  properties sinee included in  development schemes;
tl()’?,(‘)()() in war-loan stof’k; and £5‘%,()00 in other (fovernment sceurities.

The Bon.rd mk.(',s this opportunity of paying homage to members of the Maori race
who are serving with the armed forees overscas or in New Zealand, The Board extends
its s,\'mpulhy to the bercaved relatives of the fallen, and trusts that favourable reports
will be received of others who have become casualtios or prisoners of war, and that men
invalided home will he speedily restored to normal health.

I)) conelusion, the Board again acknowledges the zealous scrvieos of all officers of
the Native Department, who, in carrying out the Board’s policy of maintaining production,
have contributed materially to the Dominion’s war cffort.

A(‘(f()mpnnyir]g this statement are distriet reports on the various farming and land-
dov<_*]o]mwr|1, activities controlled by the Board, and tables are appended  containing
statistical and  finaneial information eoncerning all its operations, ‘

H. G. R. Masox, for the Chairman.



STATE DEVELOPMENT SCHEMES
TOKERAU MAORI LAND BOARD DISTRICT

The North Auckland distriet covers the entire peninsula north of Auekland and is
divided Tor eontrol purposes into sub-distriets covering individual unit schemes—namely,
Maneonui, Hokianga, Bay of [slands, and Kaipara. Individual Native farms financed by
the Department number 835, while in addition the Department operates 16 large compre-
hensive sehemes ov stations. The majority of these general schemes are suitable for close
scttlement and will he subdivided at an opportune time.

A marked deerease is shown in dairy-production figures during the year. The
abnormal dry spell aceounts in the main for this reduction. The climatic conditions have
heen most unfavourable.  Catlle came into the winter in good condition, but bitterly eold
winds prevailed until October, which was a mild month. Since November very little rain
has fallen.  lixperienced ,som,lus state the abnormally dry spell sinee November has been
the worst experienced in twenty-two years. In many instances, cows dried off in January
and IPebruary. In some cases hay was being fed out to stock as early as March. The
present prospecets ol a suecessful year next season are unfavourable. In addition to dry
weather, numcerous bush and peat fires have taken toll of many acres of grass land.  Lack
ol labour has also added to the difficulties. A large number of our unit farmers have
Joined the Colours, and this has imposed a heavy burden on the womenfolk, who are
doing their best to maintain the farms during their absence. Another re Lwn for the
aceute labour shortage is the faet that a large number of workers prefer to aceept the
more remunerative temporary work which is freely offering in the disiriet.

With the limitation in man-power and i'armmg requisites, very little new development
work has heen undertaken. The main effort has been directed towards maintaining
improveinents alveady cffeeted. Employment-promotion grants deereased during the year.
Assistance w \s extended 1o a monthly average of 315 workmen, to which the Fund
contributed £26,772) a4 decrease of £25400 on thc previous year,

The 1"0(111(,11()11 of fertilizer- sup])lle is now being felt on established pastures. The
greatly redueed quantity of manure available is belnw utilized where requived most
mgcntb.

Wool-production this ycar totals 390 bales, which is an inercase of 41 bales on last
year’s total ol 349 hales.

Brief particulars summing up the main features are as follows:—

Arca gazetied .. .o 63,443 acres.
Area do\olope(l and ()Ccupltd l)y settler .. .. 87,546 acres.
Arcas grassed on schemes or stations .. . .. 13,152 acres.
Number of unit farmers . .. . .. 83h

Live-stock cearvied on all ])I‘O})(‘I‘tl(,b .. .. .. 20,870 dairy cattle.

3,040 run cattle.
19,000 shecep.

Nabtwe Housing.—Building operations have bheen greatly curtailed owing 1o nceessary
materials and key labour being required for defence purposes. However, thirteen houses
have been erceted during the year, and as soon as the supply pomtwu has cased, this
aspect of the l)e])(nhm'm s activities will receive its due consideration. 1t is to he noted
that the demand for l\()usmq assistanee is still keen,

[Tousing repayments in both the Tokerau and Waikato districts are on 1ho whole
s:ltisf;u'lmgv, although some difficulty has arisen in cases where the Department is relying
for instalments on assignments off wages. It i1s found that workmen are inelined to move
from one place of employment to another, and it is difficult in these cases to keep repay-
ments up to date.

WAIKATO-MANIAPOTO MAORI LAND BOARD DISTRICT

This district embraces the Waikato, Hauraki, Coromandel, and King-country arcas and
is known as the South Auckland distriet.

Satisfactory progress has been made notwithstanding adverse weather conditions,
shortage of fertilizers, and other "(uminn' requisites.

The total arca gnzetted is 66,5625 acres, of which 31,570 acres have heen developed and
occupied by 236 Native settlers.  The }mlanae area 111(111(10,&, 24273 acres of farmable lands,
of which 12,210 acres are in grass. This balance area is direetly administered by the
Department under seventeen comprehensive schemes or stations, many of which, as a
matter of general policy, will Tater be subdivided into suitable areas for eloser settlement
by Native farmers. Close supervision of both unit and schemc activities has been
maintained and much good work has been accomplished, particularly in cfforts to increase
production,

Although elimatic eonditions generally during the late summer were unfavourable
(very dry conditions prevailed durmg Jdnualy, b ebruary, and March), the butterfat
output has not deereased to any great extent. The year has been more favourable for
sheep-grazing, and this is reflected by the large wool-clip, which shows only a slight deercase
of 7 hales on the output of 889 bales for the previous year.

Suitable labour on both unit and comprehensive schemeg has been scarce and only
sufficient workers have heen available to cope with maintenanee work., Owing to limited
man-power heing available, work has heen concentrated on improving existing eleared
aveas, and little or no new development work has been undertaken during the year. The
c¢mployment-promotion ,subbldy towards the l)epammonts schemes during ﬂlo (,m'mnt year
totalled €20462, a decrease of £8500 on the amount granted last year. The expenditure
ol this grant gave work to a monthly average of 173 workmcn.
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Four nominations have been submitted for the annual ecompetition for the Ahuwhenusa
Trophy, while during the year the winner of the previous year’s competition—a member
of the Maniapote tribe farming near Te Kuiti-—was presented with the trophy with due

ceremony.
Brief particulars summing up the main features are as follows:—
Area  gazetted .. .. .. .. .. .. 66,525 acres.
Area developed and occupied by settlers . .. .. 31,570 acres.
Area in grass on comprehensive schemes .. . .. 12,210 acres.
Number of unit farmers .. . .. .. .. 236
Number of comprchensive schemes or stations . . . .. 17
Dairy  cows .. .. .. .. .. .. 8,800
Run cattle .. .. . . . . ..o 4,300
Sheep . .. .. . . . .. 47,000

Nulive fHoustng.-—Housing generally in this distriet is reasonably good as far as the
majority ol Native settlers under the Departments control are conecrned. Sinee the
iteeption, 182 cottages have been ereceted on unit and seheme properties, while the number
of dwellings erceted, renovated, or purchased under the Native Housing Aet during the
year was 100 A considerable number of applications are awaiting attention when the
restrictions on building and the man-power position is less acute.

WATARIKI MAORI LAND BOARD DISTRICT

The year under review has not been particularly favourable from a farming view-
point, though, in the main, average scasonal conditions may be said to have prevailed.
The recent summer has been a dry one and has affeeted produetion, particularly in the
Bay of Plenty avea. Figures now available indicate that there has been a serious deeline
in the butterfat-production per cow during the past scason, and this is attributed in the
main lo the shortage of manure and the dearth of labour available for farm-work.
Following a mild winter lambing pereentages were good and the majority of the lambs
were sent off fat, and no undue earry-over of culls will he Hneeessary.

In common with all other districts, labour shortage and the absenee of many of the
settlers on active scrviee, combined with restrieted Tertilizer-supplies and the rising costs
of materialy, precluded the extension of development operations.  In faet, it has been
exceedingly diffienlt 1o maintain aveas which have alrcady heen developed, and deteriora-
tion ol pastures and improvements is to he noticed, particularly on the marginal arcas.

Ruatoki settlers were again put to considerable expense in the change over from
cheese 1o butterfat, and it is regretted that sueh changes were found necessary in a
communal such as Ruatoki, where old prejudiees are still earried by many ol the Native
elders,  Nevertheless, the change over has been aceepted tnoa good spirit,

Butterfat-production of 1,935,683 1b. shows a reduction on the figure of last year.

Wool produced comprised 2,112 bales, which is an inercase on the previous season.

A very dry scason aceounts for the deercase in butterfat, and a local dairy company
states that production has dropped approximately 20 per eent. with its supplicrs.

Extensive reviews of the unit loan accounts have been made and, generally speaking,
the large settlement of Ruatoki shows up very favourably. There are a large number
of accounts here cither in credit or in a very healthy position. The other arcas around
the Bay of Plenty and Tauranga show reasonable loan accounts, with the exception that
at Torere and Whakatohea there are numerous difficult bush soctions where settlers are
having some difficulty in meeting their liabilitics.

The Tive-stock in this distriet is in good condition, and it is now quite a common
sight 1o see speeial train loads of sheep, lambs, and ecattle heing forwarded to the freezing-
works from the Rotorua area. In addition, a good local market has heen huilt up by
the Department in the supply of beef and mutton to the trade. ’

The vating demands of  the four counties, Rotorua, Whakatane, Tauranga, and
Opotiki, have been given much attention and, wherever possible, rates have been paid
ap to and including Mareh, 1943. Satisfactory compromises, where necessary, have been
effeeted, and 1t is hoped that the financial position of the propertics will continue to
mprove so that future rating demands may he met prompily.

There are now many arcas fully developed and ready for soldier seitlement or
rehabilitation purposes, but it is not recommended that they be subdivided until it is
!{‘nowu what settlers are available and until the neeessary buildings can be provided.
Phese areas are meanwhile being grazed with sheep and run cattle.

In all parts of the distriet every encouragement has been given to settlers to grow
extra areas ol potatoes, maize, and kumara, and in this respect much time has heen
spent in fostering a campaign to inercase the primary production of the distriet. Tt is
pleasing 1o he able to record that where the crops were given the attention neeessary,
good yields vesulted. '

For the sixth  time the x’\}lmvhmlnm, Challenge Trophy was awarded to a Maori
scttler in this distriet, the winner on this occasion heing a member of the Ngati-Kahungunu
tribe farming at Horohoro, who was complimented by the judee for his initiative in
general farm management.

xy«,[inc I{ou.s:in,r/.—»llousing‘;1('tivi1.i(\s are at a standstill, as the Public Worky Depart-
ment’s organization has been fully (‘,lll.l)l(.)‘\,'(‘d on defenee construction works, A proposal
1o establish this l)p]);n"lmonlk own building ovganization has heen ardently adveeated for
many years by this office, and it is hoped that consideration will be given 1o such an
establishment at, an early (lzl{(s. in order that urgent housing applications, when approved,
can be proceeded with expeditiously. '
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TATRAWHITI MAORI LAND BOARD DISTRICT

A few small blocks have been brought under the Native land-settlement seheme during
the past year.

The season, practically throughout the distriet, has been normal, and the rainfall
in the northern and southern districts was on the whole fair. In the central arca, however,
drought conditions prevailed from August to April, and dairy returns suffered considerably,
while run - cattle from several stations had to be disposed of at unfavourable prices.
In the autumn, however, the grass recovered rapidly, and it is expeeted that there will be
sufficient. food available everywhere during the coming winter.

Despite the lack of Maori man-power through the cnlistments in the armed forees
and the exodus of available classes required in the eentres, the production has been more
than maintained.  Only a slight recurrcnee of facial cezema has heen experieneed, and
it is hoped that prospects of a major outbreak have now passed.  Many management
difficulties have heen overcome by the femporary amalgamation of properties,

In the southern portion of the distriet some arcas have been found unsuitable for
dairving, and the poliey adopted of carrying out mixed farming and eropping has had
beneficial results. Cropping produee for sale is new to the Tairawhiti Distriet, but this
year contraets have been entered into with a canning firm for the supply of approximately
200 tons of potatoes and 20 tons of carrots, which will be dehydrated for the overseas
services. A small venture with beans for the supply of sced for export has also been
satisfactory.

The following table shows the present stoek, &e., under the control of the Department :—
Dairy Other . Run Bales of
T Cows. Dairy Stock. Sheep. Cattle. Wool.
Native Department .. .. .. 3,642 2,547 52,309 4,570 1,077
Native Trust .. .. .. .. .. 37,660 4,205 753
Maori Land Board .. .. .. .. .. 15,817 2,233 591

Totals .. .. .. ’ 3,642 l 2,547 105,786 ’ 11,008 ‘ 2,421

The benefits experienced in this distriet on the completion of the rallway-line between
Wairoa and Gishorne are refleeted in the inercased prices obtained for live-stock railed from
the Mahia development scheme, Hereheretau station, and other properties in this areca,
and the reduetion in freights on manurcs and other farming requirements as compared
with road transport. While the restrietions on the supply of fertilizers arc felt heavily
throughout the distriet, the harrowing of pastures has been earried on with benefieial
results.

Nalive Housing.—Building aetivitics throughout the distriet have been curtailed, as
all available skilled labour has been coneentrated on defence work, but it is hoped that
the Maori carpenters, who have been carefully trained and are now experienced, will not
be lost to the Nalive housing scheme. It is gratifying to note that the new employers
are well satisfied with their serviees.

Only seven houses were ereeted and one purchased during the year, but the titles
for many sites have been cleared by appropriate Court order, and Natives are being
cncouraged 1o aceumulate deposits in anticipation of the time when further progress
can he made.

There is no doubt that the policy of providing hetter housing conditions for the
Maoris has resulted in a marked improvement not only in the health of the people, but in
their living conditions generally, and the care bestowed on their homes and gardens in
almost all cases gives cause not only for satisfaction, but encouragement to continue the
good work. It is pleasing also to report the execllent position of the housing accounts;
not only is interest being met, but substantial reductions are being made in the loans
by principal repayments.  Assignments of pension moneys, together with rents, form the
areater part of the receipts, and these aceounts are an example of what can be accomplished
by regular monthly payments.

AOTEA MAORI LAND BOARD DISTRICT

The shortage of man-power and materials has not permitted any inerease in develop-
ment operations in this distriet.  In several ifstances the younger farmers are serving
with the armed forees, and every endeavour is heing made by wives and parents to
maintain the properties in full production.

The prolonged period of dry weather which commenced in the carly summer is
refleeted  in the marked decrease in butterfat-production, and although an abundant
ainfall was experienced in the latter part of IFebruary and carly March, this was too
late to retrieve the position.

In common with individual Natives outside the development schemes, the settlers in
this district have made a splendid response to the appeal for an inereased production
of potatoes as part of the Maori war cffort. At the time of writing, the erops are being
harvested for marketing, but produection figures are not available, Many fine crops have
been noted on various farms in the distriet,

Considerable interest was arvoused by the nomination of two units for the Ahuwhenua
Trophy, this being the first oceasion on which entries have been made from the Aotea
Distriet.  Although the entrants did not fill the prize-winning places, their barticipation
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in the competition should have a stimulating effect on the efforts of the neighbouring
lative scttlers.

In the main it has not been possible to obtain labour for other than maintenanee
work on the general development schemes.  In many ecases in this distriet, constant
attention is necessary to control the growth and spread of noxious weeds, principally
ragwort, blackberry, and gorse, and all labour available has been utilized on this work.

At Ranana the cearing of sceond-growth gorse and blackberry has been carried out,
and considerable maintenance work undertaken on fenees. The breeding-cwes were heavily
culled and replaced with younger stoek. A very satisfactory crop of swedes and chou-
mollicr was grown on this scheme for winter feed.

A commeneement has been made with dairying operations in the Tokaanu arca, crcam
being supplied to the Kaiticke Dairy Co.  In addition, a local milk-supply is being
established for the Tokaanu residents.  The suecessful inauguration of this new industry
i the Tokaanu district must cventuglly tend to an era of ceonomic self-sufficiency for
the Natives resident there.  The commencement of dairying here has also stimulated local
interest and has been laken as an carncst endcavour on the part of the Department to
implement its promises in this direetion. '

Operations on the Manunui scheme have been vestricted to the maintenancee of the
arcas under development, but it has been found possible to continue to a limited extent
the elearing and logging work mentioned in previous reports. A quantity of timber has
been salvaged and milled and is being held for departmental use, and, in addition, sales
of firewood have continued. The abundance of first-class firewood within easy distance
of metalled roads should go a long way towards meeting the costs of logeing up.  Dearth
of labour at present precludes the available market being fully exploited.

The splitting of fenecing-material at Rangataua has continued, the output, compared
with that of the previous year, showing a considerable excess in the number of posts split.
Considerable delay has been experienced in hauling the feneing-material from the bush,
owing to the plant being impressed for urgent defenee work and the contractor being
subsequently called up for serviee with the armed forees. A new contract has since been
arranged, and the fencing-material should now he available in larger guantitics.

In certain localities, notably at Ranana, Manunui, and Tokaanu, workmen have formed
National Savings groups, and the total savings amount to a considerable sum. This is
an aspeet on which it is considered more emphasis might be made by those interested
in Maori wellare, providing, as it docs, deferred spending-power which will be of invaluable
assistance when these workmen are in turn established on holdings of their own.

Native Housing.—DbDespite the acute shortage of labour and materials, it has been
found possible to ereet two new houses on development areas, while four are in course
of ereetion and four have been repaired.  In addition, two milking-sheds and several
other small buildings have been eonstructed, and others repaired.

Although the prevailing war conditions have restricted building operations, seven
new  buildings  were  ereeted under the Native housing  scheme, while additions and
renovations were cffeeted to four dwellings.  Three dwellings are in course of creetion,
and three houses were purehased.

IKAROA AND SOUTH ISLAND MAORI LAND BOARD DISTRICTS

Unfavourable weather experienced during the past year has adverscly affected farming
operations in hoth distriets, although in the South Tsland conditions were somewhat better
than in the North. On the Kaiwhare, Wairau, and Southland schemes, administered by the
Lands Department, stock came through the winter in a satisfactory condition, and the
supply of feed is assured for the coming winter. In the Wairarapa distriet the winter
was followed by a long spell of dry weather which caused a serious shortage of feed.
In the Hawke’s Bay distriet conditions were even worse.  Although stock eame through a
mild winter in good condition, there was no flush of feed in the spring owing to the lack
of rainfall and excessive winds.  The prospeets for wintering stock in llawke's Bay are
therefore poor, and in these cireumstances next scason’s lambing percentages are expected
to be low and stock losses may be high. Pasture growth in the Manawatu has, gencrally
speaking, been betier than elsewhere in the Wellington Provinee.

In spite of adverse weather conditions, eropping results have been reasonably good.
The Department’s main eropping arca is at Wairau, where wheat, peas, oats, grass-sced,
and hay have been successfully harvested.  No linen flax was grown on this scheme last
year on account of the execessive weed growth, and a change over was made to peas.
Unfortunately, wet conditions at germination spoiled a considerable area, but the balance
matured reasonably well. Harvesting is nof yet completed, but good yiclds are anticipated.
In Hawke's Bay lack ol rain and excessive winds resulted in a poor scason for both
rye-grass and clover, and there has been a consequent reduction in the area harvested
for seed. A large quantity of potatocs has been grown in both the Tkaroa and South
Island Distrviets in a special endeavour to assist the war effort.

No major capital works have been carvied out during the year, due to the restrieted
supply of materials and the shortage of labour,

Natiwe Housing—A recent survey of housing conditions in northern Hawke’s Bay
undertaken by the IHealth Department indicates that continued efforts are neeessary 10
improve the living conditions of Natives in thiy arca. Owing to shortage of materials
and the diversion of skilled labour to essential defence construetion works, little progress
is possible at the present time.  Over the past twelve months six residential properties
have heen acquired under the Native Llousing Aet and seven dwellings have been ereeted
or renovated.  An inercasing number of applications are awaiting attention,
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NATIVE TRUST AND MAORI LAND BOARD
ACTIVITIES

The expenditure incurred on all {arming operations undertaken by the Native
Trustee and the various Maori Land Boards is controlled hy the Board of Native Affairs.
The Board also cxercises control over the investment on motrtgage or otherwise of moneys
available in the Native Trustee’s Aeccount or in the aeeount of any Maori Land Board.

The Native Trustee is actively farming sixteen separate sheep and ecattle stations.
Most of these properties have now heen developed to the stage where little further capital
money will he required. The stations ave fully stocked and are in a position to breed their
own requirements in both sheep and ecattle.  The numbers of live-stoek at the 3lst Mareh,
1943, were 8,600 run cattle, 31,000 breeding-ewes, and 38,000 dry sheep.

At the 31st March, 1943, there were 367 mortgage-investment accounts in the Native
Trustee’s hooks, totalling £461,094, which mostly represent advanees on Native farm
seeuritics.  The ficld organization of the Department is responsible for the supervision
ol these properties, together with the Native estates in respeet of which the Native
Trustee has been appointed administrator or trustec.

The Tairawhiti Maori Land Board has been suecessfully farming Anaura Station
for a number of years, and has, during the past year, assumed conirol of another station
on hehalf of some 1,000 beneficial owners.  This property, Waiorongomali, contains 13,845
acres and iy carrying 6,400 sheep and 1,000 eattle.  All neeessary buildings are already
on the station, and the programme for the next [lew years will be the renovation of
these and the fenees, which are in poor condition. The nature of the country varies
considerably, the front portion being casy light hills and flat river terraces. The back
portion of the block, which comprises the bulk of the area, is very steep and preeipitous, and
about 2,000 aceres are impossible of development and will be allowed to revert to bush,

The Aotea Maori Land Board experienced a very satisfactory year in connection with
the farming of Morikau Station, the beneficial owners of which voted a further sum
towards war purposes, making a tolal of £6,000 contributed from farming profits.

The stock earrvied on Maori Land Board stations as at 31st March, 1943, was as
follows: 17,000 breeding-cwes, 13,000 dry sheep, and 2,800 run eattle.

The following table indicates the measure of assistanee granted from Maori Land
Board funds to individual Native settlers for the purpose of financing their farming
operations —

Total Advances to Native,

Board. Settlers under Mortgage l\lguléuber of
a8 at 31st March, 1943. ortgagors.
£

Tokeran .. . 2,550 :
Waikato-Maniapoto .. 6,617 18
*Waiariki .. .. 4,936 25
Tairawhiti Ve .. 68,169 92
Aotea .. .. .. 34,594 60
Tkaroa .. .. .. 29,126 45
South Island . .. 5,912 9
Totals .. .. 152,204 252

* Tn addition, £72,966 is invested in farm properties {Taheke, Tihiotonga, and Waikawa).

EAST COAST NATIVE TRUST LANDS

The East Coast Native Trust lands, which range from Tolaga Bay in the north to
Wairoa in the south and extend to Mahia Peninsula, ave controlled by the East Coast
Commissioner.  Under scetion 7 of the Board of Native Affairs Act, 1934-35, these lands
were brought under the control of the Board as [far as {he operations of the Trusts
relate to the expenditure or investment of any moneys or to the giving of mortgages over
any. property vested in the Commissioner are concerned.  The original purpose of the
Trust was the salvaging of large arcas of Native land which were in danger of being lost
to the Maoris.  This objeet has been achieved, and the Trust is now in a thoroughly sound
financial position and self-supporting, no Government, moneys heing involved.  The aim of
the Trust at present, besides providing a return to the Maori beneficiaries, who number
approximately 7,500, is to use the lands as far as possible as a training-ground for
Natives.  The Commissioner has his own officers and staff with headquarters at Gishorne.

The total arca of the Trust vested in the Commissioner comprises 224,909 acres,
divided into two portions—the Rast Coast Native Trust lands containing 116,000 acres,
and the Mangatu Trust embracing 108,909 acres.  Sheep and eattle farming is undertaken
by the Commissioner on a large portion of the Trust which is divided into twenty-three
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stations aggregating 132,703 acrcs, an arca of 72,000 acres is cut up into some twenty-five
farms which are leased, and there is approximately a balance arca of 20,000 acres still
undeveloped. ’

The stock ficures for the year ended 30th June, 1942, varied slightly from those of
1941, the tallies being: Sheep, 137,939; cattle, 16,253. More breeding-stock of both sheep
and cattle is being run. The wool sold for the 1942-43 season amounted to 3,471 bales.
The fat stock killed for the year ended 1942 was as follows: Lambs, 15,698 ; sheep, 17,6135
cattle, 196. There will be a large inercase in the killing of fat cattle during the
194243 season.

Again during the past year over one thousand sacks of potatoes beyond the require-
ments of the stations were grown and disposed to advantage. In addition, the Commis-
sioner acquired for heneficiaries one thousand sacks of seed, which were distributed, and
added materially to the potatoes grown for the Maoris” own use and for supply to the
market. The Maoris were also assisted to produce large quantities of kumara, and
1o this end a speeial “ Oliver ” tractor plant has been operating in the Wairoa district
on small arcas of lands owned by Maori heneficiaries.

On the Mahia Peninsula the owners in the Tawapata Block requested the Commissioner
to supply them with faeilitics for fishing, A fishing-launch and two boats were procurcd,
and in addition to a very large quantity of fish being caught for the Maoris’ own use,
over five thousand terakihi were caught and dried and forwarded to a Wairoa firm which
enclosed the fish in air-tight ting, packed them in erates, and forwarded the supply through
the National Patriotie Fund Board to the Maori Battalion in the Middle Kast. The
Maoris of the Tawapata Block have now sceured fishing licenses, and intend to cendeavour
to augment the supply of fish to Wairoa, Gishorne, and Napicr.

The scason throughout has heen, on the whole, a very favourable one, and good
returns have heen shown from all stations. On Omapere Station, of the Mangatu Block,
a very fine Polled Angus stud is being developed, and on the Pukutarewa Station a
Iereford stud, so practically the whole of the bulls required for the Trust will, in the
future, be bred on these two places. A Romney stud has heen established for a number
of years, and now supplics a very large proportion of the rams required.

The sawmill established some years ago on the Mahurangi Station, Te Reinga, has
for the past year heen practically engaged the whole time cutting rimu, bhireh, and other
timbers for war purposes and white-pine for the supply of pelt and tallow casks under
special direetion from the Timber Controller.

During the past year the FEast Coast Commissioner invested a further £10,000 in
war-loan sceuritics on bcehalf of beneficiaries.
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