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New Apposntment.--Chicf Judge George Patrick Shepherd, the new Under-Seeretary
and Native Trustee, first joined the Justice Department in (006, In 1996 he undertook
worlk on the Native affairs side of the combined WJustice-Notive Departments, and in 1919,
when the Departments weve again separated, he transforred to the latter Department. e
was promoted to Chief Clevk in 1922, admitted as o soliciior in 1926, and also appointed
Researeh Officer in 1938, later in whieh year he was elevated to the Native Land Court
Beneh as Judee of the Tkaroa and Soath Island Native Land Court Distriets. He heeame
Deputy Chiel Judge in 1940 on the nlnom(n ot Chief Judge €19 MacCormick, and in
February, 1941, was appointed Chief Judge of the Native Land Court.

Legislation

The Native Purposes Act passed on the 26th August, 1943, contained nineteen elanses,
cight of which touched the general laws dealing with the Maori people and Native land.
Probably the mosl mmml(mt of these were two elauses whieh gave power 1o the Native
Land Court to deckare trusts in regard 1o Maori-owned land and Crown land veserved for
the Maori people. The large number of owners which is frequently met with i Native land
makes the adminisiration of the land diffieull.  The legislation enables the Courl, with the
consent of The majority in value of the owners, to declave (rusts for the commen use of the
owners for any purpose and to appoint trustees, who may farn or reelaim the land or do
anything else whieh the Court permits them to do. Another power whieh will hecome more
and more useinl s that enabling the Court fo appoint successors to the inferests of
Turopeans in Native land.  This will do away with the neeessity of having to biing a title
on (o the Land Transfer Register simply for the purpose of effceting transmission of the
interest of a deceased owner who is less than a half-easte Maori.  Other amendments extend
the powers of the Maori Land Boards in acting for the Natives in the enforcement of the
covenants of leases of Native land, make more eertain the offences attaching to unauthorized
cutting of timber on Native land, and ]wl‘mii Tand taken for public works and no longer
required for those purposes to he vevested in the former owners hy the Native Tand Court.
In addition, there were the usual * washing-up 7 clauses,

Native Land Courts

A statistical return of the aciivities of the Native Land and Appellate Courts during
the vear is appended in Table, B, while details of the individual Courts arve given under the
distriet 1reports.

Native Appellate Court

Sittings of the Native Appellate Court were hebd durving the yvear at Auckland, Rotorua,
Wanganui, Gishorne, and Wellington.  The sitling upon which most interest centred war
that which commenced in Wellington towards the end of Mareh. At this the appeals Dby
the Crown azainst decisions given by the Native Land Court in respeet ol the ownership
of Lake Waikaremoana and the Wanganui River eame on to he hon(l by the Chief Judge
and the five Judeges of the Native Land Court. In the case of the Waikaremoana Lako =
final decision of the Native Land Court awarding the lake 1() certain specified Maoris
was under appeal.  In the ease of the Wanganui River only a preliminary determination
by the Cotrt that the bed of the viver was enstomary land at the time of the signing ol
the Treaty of Waitangi was ealled in question. The proecedings were stll in progress at
the end of the year under review.

Native Trustee

The Native Trust Office has continned 10 assist in vespeet of the estates of Maoris who
have had their Dves taken in the present wat. The balanees of pay, &e., ave colleeted and
the neeessary papers ave lodged with the respective Native Land Courts, thus facilitating
the receipt of the moneys by the heneficiarvies. No charge s made for these serviees.
Accounts 1o the extent of 384 have heen handled 1o 31t Maveh, 1944, the balances in the
areat majority of cases having been paid 1o those entitled.  Details of the Native Trustee’s
investments and finaneial operations are given in Table A appended.

Maori Land Boards

The administration of some 660,000 acres of vested lauds and the colleetion and
distribution of rents, royalties, and purehase-money from these lands and from freehold
arcas whieh have been alienated have heen fully w\l(mlul Supplementing these normal
opet ,mons, whiel are summarized in Table A (L])I)(Ild((], i the sponsoring and financing of
offorts 1o inerease primary production,

Welfare

The Government has decided to Torm a speeiad Wellare Braneh of the Native Depart-
ment with carefully seleeted, Maori officers attached to each District Office.  Not only
shonld this step ensure that Tull advantage of the various henefits and serviees available
to the Maoris from the State is obtained--hut also provide the means of better liaison
or direet contacet with the other State Departments whose aclivities embrace matters of
Maori welfare: namely, Health, Kdueation, Social Security, Man-power, Internal Affairs,
and Rehabilitation. 1t will be NeCessaIY ior the Welfare sMH to act as Placement Officers
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