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expenditure, as far as possible, in the acquisition of substituted assets in some form or
another, sueh as the purchase of other property, improving housing-conditions, ov purchase
ol furniture or live-stock and farin ehattels.

Waori Land Board.—The funetions of the Board with regard to the administration
of vested lands were fully maintained during the year, more especially in relation to
renewals of leases and the colleetion and disburseruent of rents aceruing from leases of
vosted lands.  In addition, the Board is also the agent of the Native Trustee for the
purpose of eolleeting and distributing rents aceruing Irom lands vested in the Native
Trustee under the provisions of the West Coast Settlement Reserves Act. A long-felt
want has heen supplied by a recent enactment which gives the Board the right to
investizate breaches of the covenants of any lease and, it necessary, to sue for and recover
damages.  One or two cases of this nature came up for review during the year. These
ases, and a general poliey ol inspeeting lands subjeet to lease in which the Board is
interested as lessor, agent, or morteagee, are resulting in a more general compliance with
the terms of leases to whieh the lands are subjeet.

The Bomsds finaneial activities have shown an upward trend, as is disclosed by the
inerease in amounts reecived and payments effeeted. Our endeavours to provide a prompt
and comiplete dishursement of all available amounts has heen continued, and amounts held
ander proteetive seetions of the Native Land Aet, such as section 281, have been freely
roieased in all cases where such release has provided substitutive assets of an income-
providing nature or for the general permanent advantage of the Maori concerned.

Tunds held in dormant accounts and other amounts accumulating for speeific and
varied purposes have been utilized in support off the war effort to the extent that during
the year an amount ol over £17,000 was invested, bringing the total investment in war
loans up to ncarly £€49,000, which amount includes £15,500 invested on account of specific
heneficiaries.  The accumulative effeet ol small savings has not heen overlooked, and our
efforts have resulted in many national savings aceounts being opened by Natives entitled
to small annual payments,

Ikaroa (Wellington) and South Island Districts

Nalive Land Cowsls. Thirtv-two sittings of the Court were held at eentres extending
from Hastinegs to Invercargill, thereby imposing a strain on Judge A, A, Whitehead and
his staff in keeping to the itinerary arranged for the Court.  There was a slight deercase
in the routine business handled in the two distriets compared with the previous year, but
generally the volume of work was at the usual level.

As well as the usual variety ol cases, the hearing of compensation claims for land
taken for housing purposes has occupied much of the time of the Court. One of these
claims was in respeet of the land known as Huit Section 19, situated at Waiwhetu, for
which the Maoris were awarded over £50,000.

Maori  Land  Boards. The  number  of  alienations  submitted  to  the Court for
confirmation has been maintained.

During the vear filteen applications Tor extension of term of timber-cutting grants
under seetion 18 of the Native Purposes Act, 1943, were reeeived.  The legislation has
afforded a means of granting relicl to a number of timber firms who, as a result of war
conditions, have been unable to eut timher within the period allowed under their contraets.
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