ANNEXURE A

SUMMARY OF REPORTS BY INSPECTORS OIF COAL-MINES

NORTHERN INSPECTION DISTRICT (R. H. ScuobN, INsPeeTor ol COAL-MINES
SUMMARY oF OPERATIONS 01 BACH (JOLLLERY KOR THE YEAR 1943
North Auwckland District

Kamo Colliery-—No. 3 Mine: The greater part of the development of this mine during 1943 has
been due to the extension of the No. 2 cast (slant dip) development hendings for a distunce of 9
(;]l:lllls into the coulficld to the morth-cast.  The coal dips in this direction at an average grade of I in
5, and the face is now standing on a smadl upthrow fault at a distance of 37 chaing from the main dip.
The coal is of good quality 8 ft. thick. As the main drive has not been extended during the year,
these headings have become the main development headings of the wmine, and it seems likely that «
fairly large field of workable coal will be proved in this direction. - Developnent is pm('evding'to north
and south of the headings, and to provide for inercased output a larger wineh has been installed during
the vear for direet haulage from these workings.

No. | Kust Section: A fault, which crosses the main drive at the junction with the No. 1 east
section, has been picreed by n stone drive which has been continued in coal to hole into the end of the
first level north of the No. 2 east headings at a distance of 12 chains from the main drive, Tt s
intended to coutinue a pair of development headings in the seam in this direction with the idea of
spening up further panels to the north on the lower side of the fault which cut off the original No. 1
st headings.

No., 2 West Section: Development has been continued to the south-west ol” the Railway Rescrve for
a distance of 0 chaing, the coul continuing to be of good quality, At this point, a pair of development
hendings were turned off to the west, and have been driven 8 ¢chains with the intention of counecting
to No. | woest section, leaving a strong barrier of coal agninst the eastern edge of the old Farrison
Mine workings.

No. + Mine: Pillaring of the Whangarei Colliery area was completed during the year, and work
bus heen continued on pillar-extraction of a small aren north of Meldrum Street, The coal is of good
quality, and a small hut steady output is being maintained hy two pairs of miners,

Waro Colliery, Hikurangi-—No extension of the muin drive was made during the year. A small
output has been maintained from low workings to the cast of the main drive, where the limil of
development has been reached at 12 chaing.  The seam here has been consistently thin, in general 3Tt
Gin. to 4ft, and ventilation and haulage difficultics have been great. Splitting of the pillars in
this section, to the south-enst of the main drive, wag commenced in October. Development of the No. &
slope to the west of the main drive Las been hindered by frequent faults which culminated in the scam
dipping at a grade of 1 in 2 to the west. Although the eoal lheve is up to 6 ft. thick and the quality
is good, owing to frequent disturbances it is unlikely that any development of value can be expected.

Ketenikaw Colliery (Pollock and Party)—Owing 1o the thinning of the seam and the exhaustion
of the eonl which could be reached Trom their drives, this party ceased work and the drives were
sealed in September.

Avoca Colliery (Fool and Party)—Work at this mine was resumed in June and continued during
the remainder of the year. A small block of coal left to protect the old mine entrance is being
extracted by pillaring methods,

Kiripalea  Fireelay-mine—Four men lhave been employved fairly steadily at this mine throughout
the vear. Robbing of the fiveelay pillars was continued until November, when underground work was
stopped owing to the difficulty of muintaining the timbering,  Work has sinee continued on the surface,
the face worked being 20 1. high.

Waikato District

Rotowaro Cotlieries (Taupiri Coal-mines, Ltd.).—No. | Mine: Pillur-extraction was continued through-
out the yesr in No. 4 east and THID GO right sections.  In the New ITaulage scction, extraction was
continued  until  August, when, owing to heating at the rope-end  pillars, the section  wus closed, the
number of places left making it impraeticable to operate the haulage economienily.  Hill 60 pillar scetion
which had been elosed owing to heating sinee August, 1940, was reopened and pillar-extraction continued.

Callaghan’s Dip Section {(Bottom Seam):  Development has continued throughcut the year, the main
developmont headings being extended to - chaing from the No. 1 Mine haulage in a south-cast direction,
two sets of headings for panel development being stucted to the west.

No. 4 panel has been developed by machine-cutting almost to its Hmit, and pillar-extraction should
commence here early in T4,

No. 3 dip section is being opened up to the wost of the nmain haulaiges. Maehine hords are being
driven at 49 I't. 6in. centres, leaving 12-yard-square pillars to support the overlaying creek and swamp
area. A permanent endless-rope haulage was instalied in August to handle the increased output from
the Callnghan’s dip scetion, and the vope bas heen extended close up to the main heading face.

No. & Mine: Pillar-extraction of the vemaining roadside pillars has continued throughout the year.

No. 3 Mine: Pillar-extraction continued in Brown’s Jig, Moodie’s Jig, Wilkie’s Dip, and B section,
while in October u seetion was opened up opposite A section in a small block of coal previously unworked.

Alison Collicry—No. 1 Mine:  Pillar-extraction continued during the year in No. 1 panel, Nos. 1
and 2 dips, and at the rope-end  pillars, and towards the end of the year extraction commenced of
pillars below the fault in No. 2 panel.  Development of Nos. 1A and 2A panels was continued, and at
the end of the veav the bords in both these areas were nearing the barriers.

No. 2 Mine: The msin dip headings were driven to a distance of 15 chains north-east from the
main haulage in good lurd coul 20 11, thick. Development was carried out in No. rise punel and
Nos. 1 and 2 north pancis.

Farly in the vewe fwenty new ecotfuges were completed at Rotowaro Township, and twelve more
were completed at the end of June. ]

Wiltton Colliery. —No. | Mine: Pillar-extraction at this mine, whieh has been continued throughout
the year, still gives employment to ten pairs of miners. The working-face at the end of the year was
13 ehaing from the entrance, and as the unworked coul is nowhere more than 6 chains wide, this mine
should he worked out in some three jnonths.

No. 2 Mine: Pillar-extraction from the Cault in the main drive proceeded during the year to a
point 17 chains from the mine entranee.  Some development in No. Z dip was also sarried out towards
the boundary.

No. 3 Mine: During the yeur the caxt section Leadings were driven 16 chains from the entrance,
the conl hetween there and the outerop, 6 chains to the east, being developed us a panel. The coal has
been of good quality, Gft. to 7 ft. high, and easily worked. About halt of this panel has been
extructed und very little coul has been lost.
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