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pallel in the annals of New Zealand’s ceonomic history, and a comprchensive rveport
setting out the faets of the position is now in course of preparation and rapidly approach-
ing completion.  Basie studies into the ufilization of exolic softwoods for the production of
various classes of pulpwood paper products continue to be made.

The suggestion has been advanced that to improve the dimensional stability of locally
manufactured struetural insulating-hoard it should be used as the eore for a conposite
hoard, cach side heing faced, first with a hitumen-impregnated paper as a vapour barrier
and then with an outer asbestos-cement layer.  Sueh a hoard would have o high degree
ol dimensional stability and be suitable for use either as an interior lining or as an
exterior sheathing or panelling.

91. Charcoal-production.—With adequate supplies of the cheaper Waikato ** char”
made available to users of eas-producers, charcoal-burning by the Forest Serviee has now
censed at all centres.  The plant at Rotorua produced 54 tons belore being elosed down
in Neptember last. Total sales weve 57 tons, while residual stocks were 62 tons.

CITAPTER X1, MISCELLANEOUS

92 Legislation.--No amendments to the Forests Aet, 1921-22, were enacted during
the viear. Scetion 5 of the Reserves and other Lands Disposal Aect, 1943, cancels the
reservation as an endowment for primary edueation over an area in North  Auekland
distriet. containing 567 acres, heing Seetion 4, Bloek XV, Russell Survey District, and sets
the land apart as a permanent State fovest.

A notice issued in pursuance of the Forest (Iire-prevention) Regulation 1940, ay
amended in 1943 by Amendment No. 1, prohibits, except with a permil given by the
Conservador or other forest officer, the use of portions of the Rotorua—Waikaremoana and
the Dargaville=Opononi Roads by vehieles prineipally operated by means of a gas-produecy
anit during the period from the Ist day of August in any year to the 30th day of April
in the following year (inelusive), the purpose being to afford special profection to the vas
Kaingaroa State Forest and the famous Waipoua Kauri Forest.

03, Pinance—Under Appendix VI ix published a summary showing the reeeipts and
payments from the State Forest Aeccount for fhe yvear ended 31st Maveh, 194, together
with comparative ficures for the previous three vemss for (he complete departmental
accounts reference should be made to parliamentary paper B4 [Pt LV,

The gross expenditure under vote has inerceased from €516,119 for 1942-43 to EHHT, 208
for the year under review, and this is largely attvibutable to the need for replacing motor
transport that had been kept on the roads since before the war, and to the purchase of
additional heavy timceks, tractors, and of roadmaking cquipment, fo carry out the extended
commitments for the production of logs and sawn timber.  General management charges,
salaries, and expenses have shown a gross inercase of approximately £16,000, which, however,
ineludes salaries and expenses involved in the departmental expansion ol log-timber
production for war purposes, but which are offset by inercased revenue.

Revenue again imereased this vear by £45,000 compaved with the previous year. N
will be noted that revenue from sales of standing timber has deercased approximately
£20,000, but this is offsct by inereased log sales from managed forests, wherein the inerease
is nearly £43,000. Total sales from utilization projeets have inereased by £23,000.

During the 1H42-43 year the expenditnre on timber-control agtivities amounted o
£11,349, exelusive of any share of the general overhead of the Department, and the
corresponding cost for 194344 will be substantially higher, probably in the vicinity ol
£14,000.  As the gap between expenditure and revenue in the State Forests Account iy
financed by loan moneys, it would appear that the expenditure on timber-control work,
which hag the effeet of inereasing the amount of loan moneyvs required, should properly be
transferred to War lExpenses Account.

094, Subvenlions to Local Bodies, dc—Attention has heen drawn in previous years o
the subventions of Stale forest revenue 1o local bodies and to Consolidated Fund. The
wtent of this tax on forest finanee will he seen from the figures for the past three years
quoted helow :—

. o
Consolidated L Local Authorities
: | Local Authorities o Qb
Vear bund (under 4 (under Soetion 17| (15 R Reerione
Year, th(( don of Financo Act. i-7 of Forests Motal.
Forests Act, 19241 Amendment Act,
1921-22), g 1926-27).
_ _ - R
' £ £ £ £
1941-42 .. 20,443 17,080 8,261 45,784
1942-43 .. 16,721 14,767 7,060 38,5563
1943 14 .. 17,460 12,928 7,096 37,979
Totals .. 54,619 14,775 l 22 992 192,316
|

As in the ease of timber-control expenditure, these pavments resall in an inerease in
the amount of loan monevs required to meet the exeess of expenditure over receipts in the
State Forests Aceount,
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