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REPORT

Growing Interest in Education. [n spife of the war, this has been a year of important
oducational advinees.  There has heen a growing publie interest in education, and an inereasing
demand for educational serviees from all sections of the community.  The full reasons for this sudden
growth of interest are doubtless complex, hut that they are not entirely localisshown by a parallelmovement
in Great Britain, where the interest in projected educational reforms has been intense. There is evidence
o0 show that much of this new interest in education both here and overseagsprings from a growing under-
standing of the part education must play in the post-war world. This is extremely encouraging to all of
us who have had throughout a deep faith in education as the basis of any national reconstruetion.
Tiven when the new interest shows itself in new eriticisms it may he taken as a sign of grace, for edueation,
to he healthy, needs hoth public interest and enlightened public criticism.

To provide a focus for this gathering public interest 1 am calling an Kducation Conference which
will he representative of a wide range of organizations direetly or indirectly connected with edueation,
T have invited any one who is interested to submit schemes and reports as a basis for discussion, and
hope to have published before the Conference a full review of the education systemn as it now exists and
a statement of the Government’s plans for the future in those fields where policy has heen fixed. 1
believe, however, that genuine advanees in education, although they may be fostered by a Government,
cannot simply radiate from some central authority.  The great bulk of the people must not only under-
stand what is afoot, but must also take an active part in working out the kind of education system they
want for themselves and their children. T am particularly anxious that the Conference should diseuss
pre-school facilitics, adult education, and leisure-time activities for adolescents, for these topies are, so
to speak, on the growing edge of the education system as we now lcnow it, and are for the most part
not yet the subjeet of fixed Government policy. Tam hopeful that the deliberations of the Conference
will he of outstanding value to the (fovernment in shaping its future policy in education.

Changes in Secondary Inmstruction. -Within the school system the most notable advances
during the vear have been in the secondary field. The University has adopted, for schools on an
approved list, a method of acerediting pupils for entrance to the University.  No one can understand
what this will mean to the schools who does not know something of the history of the old Matriculation
or University Entrance Examination. Tt was devised, as its name implies, for the speeific purpose of
testing a pupil’s fitness to go on to University studies, When a very small percentage of the total
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