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Whilst every endeavour should be made in the present period of food shortage to
achicve as large a measure of self-sufficiency in cereal production as is posﬂblu, the
Dominion can make its greatest contribution by developing meat and butterfat pro-
duction to the maximum, for it 15 in live- stock farming that New Zealand possess
very definite natural advantages.  Particular attention must be given to dairving ])\
the more adequate feeding of existing herds, the control of disease, and the inuuhng up
of herds to the maximuni.

Pastnre-production should be assisted during the coming aud fature seasons through
nereased sup] lies of phosphatie fertilizers for toy- drown( but the full henefits of improved
fertility caun he soeured mli il adequate ab ention is pa vid t\ the conservation of all ,sm‘pin\
swmer growth ax bay and silage. Adequate winter feeding i maximium
buttertu pm(’xw"(iun i to be secured.

The control of disease and live-stock mortality is exsential in the economic development
of daiev production.  The field veterinary staffs of the Department of Agriculture and of
veterinary elubs are heing strengthened and should be of great assistance in this direetion.
Services vendered to the m\lusmv in the eoutrol of abortion through vaceiation should
eventuaily almost eliminate the toll this disease takes of dairy herds. Mortality,
esbecially in voung animals, ("m be greatly reduced by increased attention to feeding,
and investigations carried out at Ruakura Animal Research Station have shown hfm
important adequate feeding is in 1‘(*(11'(‘1110‘ calf mortality.

The immediate ob ;N*ive in the dairving industry is to regain lost ground, and we
should attain a total of 1,800,000 cows in milk by the 1949 B0 sensoiL. To do this there is
an obligation on every (Lx iry-farmer to increase she number of suitable heifer calves raised
in the springs of 1946 and (947 above that of his normal replacement requirements,  Hach
dairy-farmer should save the best two out of three normal heifer calves dropped between
the commencement of the season and the date beyond which 1t 18 not usually satisfactory
to save calves, and quality heifer calves should nob be allowed to die beeause of inadec quate
feeding.
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Loxu-TERM DEVELOPMENT oF FARMING

i the past it has been accepted that the abnormal demand for food from exporting
countries «ixm.u; war and its Iinmediate aftermath may not be nantained in the post-war
period. It 18 not that the world need for food lessens, but the free tlow hetween food-
prudv“l'w and industrial countries is hindered by post-war slumps which have been
reg as inevitable.  From the recent conflict has emerged the general philosophy
that nations which were united in war must be united in peace and that all countries
adhering to the United Nations Organization should adopt policies of full emiployme
t0 secure to their peoples the level of nutrition and social amenitios necessary for a fall life.
I past and coming international conferences the nahnns‘ are working toward freer trade,
full emoloyment, and better nutrition.  New Zealand produces high-quality animal fats
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and proteins which are so essential for better world nutrition, and provided full employ-
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ment can he maintained in the great mdusm eountries there should be no difiiculty in
disposing of all the antmal products the Dominion can produce. )

An expaunsion of produetion for (n\'pm? must follow on traditional lines of live-stock
farming, although uﬁ;ontiou must be given to diversification.  For instance, the pr -
duetion of farm and horticultural seeds of certified high quality promises to allow of a
move 4“\0]’\‘1110(1 export trade. Farming for domestic consumption can also be inereased
to provide sufficient fresh anu preserved fruits and vegetables for adequate nutition of the
Donnion’s population, and i many eases this development *:ul result i surpluses
uvai.; sle for shipment overseas
i NI t 1e long-term (ie,wmmmmt of farming should be to make the greatest use
of the Dominion’s land resonrces ; to farmi the more fertile aveas to the moh(m level
to cheek crosion and reversion on narginal land 3 $o bring into cultivation all the worth-

while wreas of uandeveloped faad ; and to inprove faim living and working conditions,
In cntering for export markets, an imerease In dairy pmdu('h‘ would provide the most
favourahle and immediate avenue for emploviment.  As New Zealand produces dairy

products with less effort than any other exporsing country, the scope for expansion in
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