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A Schedule of aPPIe and Pef prices was first established towards the end of 1942when a maximum price was set for the later sales of that year. In 1943 the principle of
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ed' aSreement entered mto between the Divisionbvlmonth Tw? T Commif as t0 P™es which should operate month£fTSrW In ™aJ tinf Principle the higher values which were normally receivedin the §arly and late months of the season have been broken down and added during themid-season period. This results in a more gradual swing of prices month by month.Crop quantities fluctuate from season to season, apple and pear trees being regardedas biennial bearers The 1945 season was one of comparatively low pStLn andwas still further reduced by hail damage, most seriously in the Canterbury and Nelsondistricts. No precise estimate of the loss sustained by orchardists in these districts hasbeen possible, although many growers in the Loburn area had their crops completeddestroyed, and many m Nelson lost heavily through reduction of grade. P
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+' w- TV' are emmen% suitable for it. This makes for a better-spread distribution and also leaves more space in the cool stores for other fruits.
Sfeme WaS int™ duced in 1940 growers often received from themarket up to 30s. per case for very early fruit. Taking into account the very low produc-fZrT HnwT7 +£ COS\ Picl?ng tteSe earlj Varieties this was not an highreturn However, the purchase scheme was unable to allow these varieties their normalaifrf scarci^~Pnces- To overcome this an early market bonus was introducedand operates on a sliding scale week by week. Even with this bonus the early varietiesare tending to go out of production. Stabilization of fruit prices, though essentialnaturally intensified this difficulty because holding the ceiling for apples at 13s. 6d'
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