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This  mechanization, coupled with 1mproved farm-management techniques,
particulariy in the field of artificial fertilizers, has had a remarkable effect on production
particuluriv in the dairving field. The following table gives a picture of the increase

99D

in dairy production over the period sinee 1923-21:—

Table No. i8—Table showing Estimated Pyoidnctivie of Butterfut from 1923- 24 to 1943-44

Tons of . < e | Butterfat
Buttertir PN L S | per Gow (o
} }(l ,?) l,;(;lm)_q_ Pounds.*® . Thousands. E 1’,1:1:;((;’)
! i
i ; i
£ Serieg— : |
192324 .. .. 102,000 3 1,185 |
1924-253 .. .. 107,640 NI 1,196 :
19 .. .. 104,400 9 1,181 g
1926-27 .. .. 115,300 7 1,182 :
1927-28 .. .. 118,000 -2 1.243 :
102829 .. .. 124, 000 (R 1.291 |
1920-30 .. .. 140,200 S 1,390 ;
1930-31 .. .. 143,800 NI 1.500
1931-32 .. RN 3 B ( E 50 1.583 ;
1932-33 .. T Lo S 11 [ 1.724 ‘
1933-34 .. .. 190,500 -7 1.816 |
1934-35 . . 183,000 001828 %
| . H .
New Series— f 1
193536 .. .. 192,300 430-6 1.823
1936-37 .. .. 203, 300 5 1.8053
1937-3% .. .. 191,200 ! 1.764 i
1938-30 .. .. 179,600 ) i 1.744 i
193940 .. .. 194,900 3606 | 1,740 i
1940—141 .. .. 210, 500 4715 | 1.780 !
194142 .. .. 196,400 435-9 1777 !
104243 .. .. 182, 800 409-65 | 1,736
104344 .. .. 173,100 3RT-8 1,669

* Department of Agrlculture data.

The ~teady rise in numbers of cows in milk, and in the aggregate and per-cow production
of butterfat from 1919-20 to the outhreak of the war are a clear indication of the
development of dairying in the period. When it is remembered that this rise was not
due to anyv great increase in the area devoted to dairyving, but rather to the mechanization
of the industry and to the better farm-management techniques (including artificial
fertilizers), some idea of the importance of these factors can be appreciated. The fall
in the number of dairy cows in milk and in the aggregate and per-cow production of
butterfat <ince 1941 is directly due to the inahility to obtain phosphatic fertilizers
because of war conditions, and is not an indication of a real recession in dairy-farming.
There are indications, however, that herd-replucement is proceeding at a very rapid
rate ut the present time.

D. POPULATION ENGAGED IN AGRICULTURE

The above dizcussion leads on to the question of the population engaged in
agriculture.
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