1946
NEW ZFEALAND

ANNUAL REPORT

OF THE

NEW ZEALAND BROADCASTING
SERVICE

FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDED 31t MARCIL 1946

Presented to both IHouses of the General Assembly puirsuant to the provisions
of the Broadeasting Act, 1936

REPORT

I nave the honour to submit the annual report on the operations of the
New Zealand Breadeasting Serviee for the yvear ended 31st Maveh, 1946, in
accordanee with the provisions of section 18 (1) of the Broadeasting Act, 1936.

Until hostilities ccased great demands continued to bhe made on the
Service in connection with the war effort. Listeners were kept aceurately
and” promptly informed as to the progress of the war by news hulletin,
commentaries, and talks, and war-effort campaigns and appeals were assisted
by special programmes and publicity. Talks and messages recorded hy New
Zealand serviecemen in bhoth the Kuropean and Pacific theatres of war provided
a link with our Forees overseas.

When war ended time became available for more normal programmes,
and the return cf staff from serviee with the Armed Forces made it possible
to re-introduce scme of the features of pre-war programnes.

A programme analysis of the total transmitting-time of the fourteen
stations of the national network for the week ended 31st Mareh, 1946, shows
that the time was oceupied as follows:—

Serious musie, 19-3 per cent.

light music, 463 per cent.

Modern dance musie, 7 per cent.

Plays, sketches, and dramatic serials, 6 per eent.

Sporting commentaries, 47 per cent.

Talks: general and ecducative, 47 per cenl. (including  senools
broadeasts).

News and commentaries, 82 per cent.

Church and devotional services, 2:3 per cent.

Children’s sessions, 2:8 per cent.

The separate policies of the National and Commercial stations have been
continued. Wherever practicable activities have been co-ordinated. but further
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progress in the amalgamation of the two divisions of the Service will not be
possible until adequate aceommodation is obtained not only in Wellington, but
at all centres where \'ational and Commercial stations operate. In Wellington
the wvarious seetions of the Serviee are spread throughout the city in seven
different buildings, thus greatly accentuating the difficulties of administration.
The return of staff from service with the Forces has intensified the severc
handicap under which the Service operates in regard to accommodation. None
of the studio premises in Wellington has bheen constructed primarily for
broadeasting, and in consequence thev have many acoustical limitations.

Reserve funds were accumulated during the war for the provision of
adequate buildings and other facilities. DMany demands ave being made,
however, on the huilding resources of the country, and the claims of the
Service must take their place with those of other sections of the community.

Based on the present cost of building, plant, and equipment, it is estimated
that the expansion programme to be undertaken by the Serviee will involve
a greater expenditure than can bhe met by the present reserve fund. Broad-
casting House in Wellington has vet to be completed, and new buildings are
required in other centres, including a transmitter building in Christchureh.
Practically all existing plant is ohsolete and requires replacement, while some
gtations are to be provided with more powerful transmitters. The plan for
improvement in coverage includes proposals for additional stations which will
give a three- to four-hour service daily in certain distriets, and the installation
of relay lines for the rebroadeasting of first-class programmes in different parts
of the Dominion. Tt is intended also to provide alternative programmes from
transmitters at least equal in power to those at present operating in the four
main centres.

Stations at present broadeasting for only part of the day are to have
their hours inereased when possible.  The hours of hroadeasting at Greymouth,
Invercargill, and Napier have alrveady been increased, those at Greymouth
now being 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. (Mondays to Saturdays) and 8.45 a.m. to 10 p.m.
(Sundays). Broadeasting hours at these stations will he extended still further
when conditions permit.

At the request of the authovitics responsible for electrie-power conservation
broadeasting was reduced at peak hours to conserve power. Silent periods
were obsorw d daily, except Saturdays and Sundayvs, as follows:—

8.10 am. to 840 am.: Tvom 3vd April, 1945, to 28th October, 1945.
11.00 am. to 11.30 a.m.: From 1st May, 1945, to 28th Oectober, 1945.
11.30 a.m. to 12 noon: From lIst May, 1945, to 31st March, 1946.
5.00 p.m. to 5.15 pm.: From 2nd July, 1945, to 28th October, 1945.
5.15 p.m. 5.30 pam.: From 1st April, 1945, to 28th October, 1946.
5.30 pa. 10 545 pm.: From Ist April, 1945 to 31st March, 1946.
545 pm. to 6.00 pm.: From 2nd July, 1945, to 31st March, 1946.

The power saved at the transmitters is not great, but the aggregate
economy if all receiving-sets are switched oft is compdmtively sul:s’ranhdl.
Broadeast appeals for tho conservation of clectricity have been followed by
noticeable drops in power consumption.

The restriction of two and a half hours daily represents an approximate
reduction of 25 per cent. in broadeasting hours between 8 am. and 6 p.um,
when the peak loads oecur.

Broadcasting and the War—Still wider use was made of broadeasting
as a means of stimulating the national war effort.

Campaigns covered by broadeast publicity included the Vietory lioan,
electricity  comservation, stabilization, rehabilitation, increased primary
production for the Forees in the Pacifie, and UNRRA’s clothing drive for
Europe.



3 -3

Until the cessation of hostilities in the Pacifiec area, the monitoring of
certain enemy stations was continued, and transeriptions of their hroadcasts
were supplied to the authorities concerned.

News and Commentaries—The vear under review is speeially memorable
for hroadeasts recorded in this country of the closing stages of the war in
Europe and Asia, culminating in the surrender of the enemy.  Through
hroadeast news and commentaries, people were able to follow the invasion
of Germany and the approach to Td])ﬂll‘ On VE Day the Service was linked
with the world, and our stations hroadeast all through the night. Tisteners
heard the mnews of Germany’s smirvender, and commentaries on events in
Britain, the dominions, and other Allied countries as soon as the news hroke.
The \mht Hon. Winston Churchill’s broadeast announcing the cessation of
hostilities in Europe was followed hy that of the Right ITon. W. Nash,
Acting Prime Minister of New Zealand. The Proclamation by ITis Exeelleney
the Governor-General was heard later in the day, and there were hroadeasts of
Citizens” Thanksgiving Services and the plaving of the Wellington Carillon.
Later there followed ITis Majesty the King's message to his people, and the
magnificent B.B.(. special feature, ““ Salute to the King.” The actual
.sulrendu' to IMield-Marshal Sir Bernard Mon‘fnomelv in Northern (rermany
was hroadeast.

Stations also remained on the air throughout the night following the news
of the surrender of Japan, and broadeasts were made of Ilis Majesty’s speech
to the Empire, and addresses by the Right Hon. C. R. Attlee and the Right
Hon. P. Fraser. The national ceremony of thanksgiving was relayed.

Through the American Broadecasting System, listeners were able to hear
what happened on the quarterdeck of U.S.S. “Missouri 7 when General
MacArthur met the Japanese envoys and the terms of surrender were signed.

On both VE and VJ Days the National and Commercial networks
cancelled their scheduled programmes and substituted others specially
appropriate to the occasion.

When the news of the death of President Roosevelt was received, pro-
erammes were interrupted to cnable the news to be broadeast, and later a
tribute was broadeast by the Right Hon. W. Nash, Acting Prime Minister.
Ceremonies in connection with the burial of the late President were also
broadeast. ILater, President Truman’s address to Congress and his message
to the United States Armed Forces were heard.

Through the continued courtesy of the British Broadcasting Corporation
news bulleting, commentaries and talks have heen rebroadeast over the main
National and Commercial networks. Towards the end of the vear the number
of regular rebroadeasts of London mnews was drastically curtailed. These
now amount to five per day. The main National stations have continued
rebroadeasting daily the B.B.C. “Radio Newsreel.”

By arrangement with the United States Office of War Information, the
feature “ American Commentary and News” was rehroadeast five niehts a
week from San Francisco by the main National stations.

Australian news cabled daily by the Australian Broadeasting Commission
was incorporated in the 9 p.m. newsreel.

The N.B.S. Newsreel, which included news by courtesy of the daily
newspapers, sports results, and market reports, continued to be hroadcast.
Special bulleting coneerning the R.NZ.AF. in the Pacifie, supplied Dy the
Air Department, were also included in the Newsreel. A weekly summary of
overseas news in Maori by certain North Island stations was also broadeast.
The broadeast cach Wednesday night of an  Australian commentary was
inaugurated by the High Commissioner for Australia, the ITon. II. T. D Alton.

The New Zealand news broadeast at 9.30 cach evening to the Pacific was
transferred from Station 2YA to 2YC. .Short-wave broadeasts of this news
bulletin from the Post Office Station ZLT7 continued.
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Tulics—Notable amongst  overseax  rehroadeasts were s MMajesty  the
King's messages to his people after the end of the Kuropean War and the
surrender of Japan. His Majesty also broadeast to the Kmpire on Christmas
Day, and to New Zealand and Australia on Anzaec Day. British statesmen
heard by New Zealand listeners included the Right Ton. C. R. Attlee, Prime
Ministerr of (freat Britain; 3r. Bevin, British Foreign Minister: and the
Right Hon. Winston Churehill.

A close wateh was kept on talks broadeast from England and other
countrics,  Among 1rebroadeasts from the B.B.C. were many by New
Zealanders su'ving* overseas.  When it was possible, relatives in New Zealand
were advised of these broadeasts in A(lmn( e.

In New Zealand, Mis BExeelleney the (overnor-(eneral, Siv Cyril Newall,
and Her Execellency, Lady Newall, hroadeast several times during the vear.
Subjects of mnational importance were dealt with in hroadeasts by the Prime
Minister, the Right Ilon. P. Fraser, the Right ITon. W. Nash, and other
Cabinet Ministers, as well as Mr. S, G, Tlolland, Teader of the Opposition, and
other eitizens prominent in publie lite.

The practice of broadeasting talks with a national appeal on Sunday
evenings was continued, and many distinguished visitors contributed to these
sessions.  The number of visitors who spoke to New Zealand through the
Serviee, either at offieial reeeptions o1 i speeial talks, or hoth, was the
greatest in reeent years. They included T.ord Alanbrooke, Chief of the
Tmperial (feneral Staff; Viee-Admiral Siv Philip Vian, Second in Command,
British  Pacific Fleet; lneu‘renan‘r(-91101 al  Sir William Dobhbie, ﬁnmefﬁy
Governor of Malta; Sir Alexander Grantham, Governor of Fiji and High
Commissioner for the Western Pacific; Lord Winster, British Minister of
Commercial Aviation; Lord Knollvs, Chairman of the British Oversecas
Airways Corporation; the Hon. A. S. Drakeford, Australian Minister
of Civil Aviation; Sir ITenry French, of the British ] Ministry of Food; Siv
(‘osmo Parkinson, of the Colonial Office; Captain Anthony Kimmins, B.R.CL
Naval Commentator; Siv Stanton Hicks, the eminent physiologist: Sir Ancus
(Hllan, of the British Council; Dr. TI. S. Canhy, American man of letters;
Mr. R J. Bover, Chairman of the Australian Broadeasting (“ommlssm)n;
Sir Raghunath Paranjpe, High Commissioner for India in Australia; the
Right Hon. W. J. Jordan, New Zealand High Commissioner- in London; the
Bishop of Singapore, the Right Rev. J. 1. Wilson; (eneral Carpenter, of the
Salvation Army, and Mrs. Carpenter; Mr. Robert (Hibbings. famous Ivish
artist and anthor, and Miss Gracie Fields.

The Serviee paid obituary tributes to leading figures abroad and at howe,
including the late President Roosevelt; Rarl Llovd (leorge: Eleanor Rath-
bone, English Member of Parliament and Social Worker; Ilenry Handel
Richardson, the novelist; Sir Charles Statham; Sir Willilam Marris; and
Frederick Wilding, K.C.

Local talks of a general nature were curtailed by the cmergencies of
war and the transition period following the war. There were, however, a
large mumber of special appeals and instruetive talks designed to meet the
needs of the hour.

Overseas Rebroadeasts—Many outstanding talks and commentaries from
overseas stations were rehroadeast in New Zealand or recorded for future
use.  Among these were Iis Majesty the King's Christmas Day and Anzace
Day  messages, the Right Hon. Winston Churchill’s  address on  his
completion of five vears as Prime Minister of (lreat Britain, and President
Truman's speech at the closing of the United Nations (onfer‘ence. The Right
Ton. P. Traser’s speech at the Plenary Session of the United Nations
Conference at San Franecisco was rebroadeast, and listeners also heard Mr.
5. (. Iolland, Leader of the Opposition, speaking from the B.B.(C.



The cleetion  addresses Droadeast by the B.B.(L during the campaizn
preceding the British (encral Election were rebroadeast caech Hszh. and
Station 2Y A remained on the air on election night specially to cover the resulis.

There were also many memorahle broadeasts of events connected with the
war. particularly from  the invasion of Normandy to the surrender of
Ctermany and of Japan,

Broadeesting and. the Forces—\With the generous co-operation of other
hroadeasting authorities our Unit in the Middle Hast continued to perform
usetul work, and talks and personal greetings from New Zealanders serving
abroad weve received and broadeast eaeh week., Ineluded in the programme,
SWith the Boys Overseas ™ were 3,350 personal m(\ssz ees to relatives and
friends.  OF these messages, 3,206 were from Italy, 105 from Tndia, and
approximately 80 from Great Britain, Ceylon, and Japan. Messages from
released prisoners of war in Singapore were also broadeast.  These broadeasts
constituted o very valuable service hoth to the prisoners” next-of-kin and the
Neww Zealand  authorities vesponsible for matters conneeted with prisoners-
of-war.

Thirty-three programmies  of the featnre “ New Zealand Calling  the
Pacifie 7 containing New /e;z and items of u]tcrtahnnent and interest were
prepared for broadeasting from Armed Forees Stations in the Pacific to New
Zealanders,  In conjunction with the Army Education and Welfare Serviee,
arrangements ave heing made to dispateh a Broadeasting UTnit to Japan with
the Geeupation Foree.

The Serviee continued to co-operate with the Army Education and Welfare
Serviee in providing musie and entertainment for the Forces in New Zealand.
Military camps were supplied with ovchestral and voeal performances, varicty
concerts, and gramophone recifals. At the same time assistanee was given 1o
camps in the development of their own talent. The Serviee is indebted to the
many artists and staff members who volunteered their services for this work.

Misic—As in past vears, lovers of serious music were provided with
wide and varied selection of programmes, live and rvecorded, in whieh was
presented work of the world's most famous u)mposm and artists. A total
of 2,651 broadeasts were made by local artists, and there were 691 vecitals by
loeal musical societies, choirs, and bands. There were 68 broadeasts of
complete erand operas from recordings.

During the year arrangements were made with the copyright-holders to
resime broadeasts o Gilbert and Sullivan, operas, which proved very popular
with listeners.

The United States Office of War Information continued to supply
programmes of outstanding interest. and made it possible to present such
features as “ Musie by Contemporary Composers ” from the various stations.

Among overseas artists who broadeast in New Zealand were Raymond
Beatty, Isador Goodman, Dorvothy IHelmyich, Frank I[lutehens, and Lindley
[Bvans.  Pnina Salzman was heard as guest planist with the augmented
N.Z.B.S. Orchestra, conducted hy Andersen Tyrer. Margherita Zelanda, New
Zealand soprano, and Peter Cooper, New Zealand pianist on leave from the
Australian Armed Forees, broadeast from National Stations.

The N.Z.B.S. Orehestra travelled to Auekland for studio performances
and public eoncerts, one of the latter being in conjunction with the Primary
Scheols” Musie IPestival.

During the vycar Mr. Andersen Tyrer was engaged to audition orchestral
players ﬂnmwh(mt New Zealand in order to examine the possibility of
(Stdbh%hln(’ a full-time symphony orchestra.

On numerous occasions musical societies throughout the Dominion have
roceived assistance from the Serviee in connection with their activities. Music
has been Ient to theny, and in centyres where there are studio orehestras their
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services have, when possible, been made available to assist the societies in the
presentation of performances of a higher standard than would otherwise be
possible,

Plays  and  Feature Programmes——A  total of 126 major dramatic
productions were hroadeast, including a large number of works hy famous
authors.

Many special features were written and produced by the Serviee, sueh
as that for the School Broadeasts Session, the dramatic historical serial,
“ Eneland Expeets.”  During the period under review twenty-four of the
thirty-two episodes of the latter were written, recorded, and broadcast. The
dramatic serials, “ Susie in Storviand 7 and ¢ Stories, Old and New,” were
completed during the year.

The vear has been remarkable for the increase in the number of seripts
submitted for broadeasting. Tn all, 651 seripts were examined, compared with
270 in 194445, 227 in 194344 304 in 194243, Of these, 406 were
drvamatic seripts, 165 were short stories, and 90 were continuity seripts. Two
hundred and seventy-four were accepted. Of the total stated, 106 seripts
were submitted by New Zealand authors, but the majority were not of a
sufficiently hieh standard, only 7 heing acceptable.

With a view to encouraging local writers, a Radio Play Competition was
announced towards the end of 1945. The competition was divided into two
classes—C(C'lass 1, where a contestant might enter an original play on any
subject, and Class 2, where the entry was required to deal with an historical
subject. There were 204 entries in Class 1, 85 in Class 2, and 5 miseellaneous:
seripts were submitted, making a total of 294 entries. The competition is at
present heing judeed.

Light Music, Variety, and Bands~—The best local talent and overseas
recordings were used in the preparation of variety programmes. Varviety
concerts organized by the Service for the Forces were relayed from military
camps. Special sessions of dance music by New Zealand players in studios
and cabarets were arranged, in addition to recorded programmes of this type.
A numher of brass and pipe bands were featured, and community sings were
relayed. A highlight of the variety programmes were the hroadeasts on two
evenings of concerts by the international variety star, Gracie Fields.

Outside Broadcasts—Among functions of national interest relaved durine
the vear were the State luncheons to the Governor of Iiji, Sir Alexander
(irantham, K.CM.(+, High Commissioner for the Western Pacific; to the
delegates to the Civil Aviation Conference; to the New Zealand Vietoria
(ross winners: to My, W. J. Jordan, High Commissioner for New Zealand
in London; to Lord Alanbrook and Sir Philip Vian; the civie receptions to
the Right Hon. the Prime Minister on his return from the San Francisco
(onference, and to Sir William and liady Dobbie; and the civie farewells
at Dunedin and Auckland to the retiring Governor-General, His Execellency
Sir Caril Newall, and Ier Exeelleney Lady Newall.

Other bhroadeasts carried out were the patriotic econcert by Polish
children at present rvesident at Pahiatua, and a deseription of the maneuvres
in Cook Strait by the aireraft-carvier ITM.S. “ Indefatigable,” and the
destrovers, H.M.S. * Wizard 7 and “ Urchin.”

A relay of special historiec intervest was the opening at Kaikoura of
the Nouth Island Main Trunk Railway-.

Parliementary Broadcasts—Broadeasts were made rvegularly from the
1louse of Representatives, with the necessary observance of wartime restrietions
durine hostilities.
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Among important items of news broadeast from the IHouse was that
by the Right Hon. the Prime Minister announcing the appointment of
Sir Bernard Freyberg as Governor-General Designate of New Zealand.
The reading of the Budget by the Minister of Finance, the Right HHon.
W. Nash, was broadecast from all main stations.

The mnational observance of a minute’s silent prayer at 9 o’clock
cach evening continued to be recognized in the House by members standing
while the chimes of Big Ben were broadeast in the chamber.

During the year the South African Broadcasting Corporation and
the Australian Broadeasting Commission hoth sent representatives to study
parliamentary broadeasting and other broadcasting activities in New Zealand,
and it is interesting to note that parliamentary broadeasts are to be introduced
in Australia in 1946.

Religious Broadcasts—Relays of Church services each Sunday morning
and c¢vening, broadecast devotional serviees each week-day morning, and the
observance of a silent-prayer period during the chiming of Big Ben at
9 o’clock each evening were continued.

Devotional services were extended to include broadeasts from Station 4YZ,
Invercargill, on Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Saturdays, and a
number of thankseiving, anniversary, and other special serviees were broad-
cast. The wartime prayer service broadeast on Wednesday evenings was
discontinued after the end of the war.

A memorial service held on the Sunday following President Roosevelt’s
death was relaved from St. Paul’s Pro-Cathedral, Wellington.

The Service is indebted to the Central Religious Advisory Committee
and the loecal Church Committees for their continued assistance and for
their co-operation in the mutual effort to make religious broadecasts as
effective as possible.

Broadcasts for Schools—The general policy for these programmes 1is
determined by a committee representative of the New Zealand Broadeasting
Service, the Education Department, and the New Zealand HEducational
Institute. The programmes are planned in detail by the Serviece on a
national hasis.

The broadeasts to schools of two hours and three-quarters per week
comprise music appreciation, singing, rhythm for juniors, literature, history
through literature (dramatized), and talks on news. social studies, nature-
study, and science. The number of schools listed to rveceive hooklets as at
the 31st March, 1946, is 1,403, an increase of 160 on last year’s figures.

During the year two booklets were compiled and published. The
musical booklet contained songs to be taught in the session, and the general
booklet ineluded outlines of the vear’s schemes in social studies, literature,
music appreeiation, and rhythm for juniors. The French hooklet, compiled
and published in 1945, is still in use. The music and general hooklets were
made available to teachers only, owing to the restrictions on newsprint, and
the French booklet was issued to schools in the ratio of one to every
two pupils.

A new venture has been the introduction of news talks for the
Broadeasts to Schools Session. Twenty-nine of these were prepared and
hroadeast.

Special talks were added to programmes in connection with Anzac Day,
Empire Day, Arbor Day, and the Children’s Book Weck.

Two half-hourly sessions weekly, arranged by the Education Department’s
Correspondence School were hroadeast. These included talks on physical
cducation, musie, travel, &e.
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A film strip en broadeasting, for distribution through the Education
Department’s Visual Alds Section, is in the course of preparation.  The
seript was prepared by the Service.

The officer in charge of school broadeasts visited a number of town
and country schools to observe the reeeption of programmes and the use
made of them by teachers and pupils.

Women’s  SNessions—Regular morning programmes compiled specially
for women bistencrs were presented.  These included talks prepared by
the Association for Country HEdueation, Otago University, and also talks
covering a wide field from historiecal subjects to problems created by the
war and its aftermath.  Health talks were also hroadeast in these sessions
in eollaboration with the Health Department.

Many of the world's greatest artists were featured in the session, “ For
My bLady,” presented daily from the National stations.

Sporting Broudeasis—Although sporting broadeasts were restrieted for
part of the wvear, there was a goreat increase after the cessation of hostilities.
Broadeasts of ¢lub and vepresentative Rugby matcehes, cricket matcehes, racing
and trofting meetings, and other sporting fixtures, such as Rughy-league
matehes in Auckland, swimming and amateur athletic championships, and
results and summavies of the Dominion Bowling Championships, totalled 393.

A swrvev of the chief week-end sporting events was hroadeast each
week from Station 2YC and the short-wave station ZLT7. Particulars were
supplied to the Air Foree and Army for signalling to their respeetive
personnel until the end of 1945,

The Commercial statiens provided a coverage of results by means of
sports flashes and tatloe

Attendances at the matches with the visiting Australian cricket side
were the lavgest on record, but, in addition, many thousands listened to
ball-hy-ball deseriptions broadeast from the eground. At the request of the
Australian Broadeasting Commission commentaries were relayved to Australia
{or rebroadeasting theve.

The tour ot the Znd N.ZE.F. Rughy Football Team in England was
covered by broadeasting, the rvesults as soon as they were received, and
following this by a fifteen-minute review of the play at 6.3¢ in the evening
by Licutenant W. J. MeCarthy, on tour with the team. In addition,
Stagion 2Y A was brought on the air in the early hours of the morning
1o rebroadeast the whole of the matehes with England, Seotland, Wales, and
Combined Services.

Commentaries on the running of the 1945 Melbourne Cup and the Caulficld
Cup were rebroadeast by courtesy of the Australian Broadeasting Cominission
through the main National and Commercial stations. Records were received
from the Australian Station 3DB of commentaries by Eric Weleh on the
chances of New Zealand horses in various races in Australia.

Racing broadeasts were extended by the inclusion of Stations 2YH,
Napier, and 4YZ, Invercargill, in the stations from which racing ecommentaries
are broadeast.

A sporting item of gpecial interest rebroadeast from the B.B.C. was
the Oxford-Cambridee Boat Race.

Special Services and Co-operation with other Government Departmonts.—
Broadeasting was used extensively in the interests of war campaigns such
as the Vietory Loan, National Savings, and appeals on behalf of the National
Patriotic Fund Board. Ministers of the Crown, the Leader of the Opposition,
and representative citizens broadeast talks in support of the Vietory Loan.
The Anzac Day Radio Appeal for the National Patriotic Fund Board and
Provineial Patriotic (ouncils resulted in the collection of approximately
£66,000.
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The Eceonomic Information Serviee was granted time on the air for the
announcement  of  ceiling prices and  discussions on  consumers’ war and
post-war problews.

In collaboration with the Rehabilitation Department, publicity was again
given to the assistance available to returned servicemen. :

Appeals for missing persons, cars, and wmotor-cyeles were  broadeast
at the request of the Police Department.  As soon as censorship regulations
permitted, national and local weather reports were resamed over the National
and Commereial netwoiks, and the pre-war practice of broadeasting road,
heach, and navigation wainings was re-instituted.  Fire safety announcements
were broadeast for the Forestry Department.

On the arvrival of troopships at New Zealand ports, broadeasts of disem-
barkation and troop-train time-tables were made for the Army Deparvtment.
This service considerably facilitated transport and reception arrangements
at the various centres.

The R.N.Z.AT. broadeasts from, Sing;lporc giving news of wveleased
prisoners-of-war were recorded and e nmd(mst, and  transeriptions  were
supplied to the Army and Air Departments

Publicity for the Health Department’s M'()hile Units in the South Island
vas prmldod by the statioms at Christechureh, Dunedin, and Invercargill.

Progress and final vesulte of the Hamilton, Dunedin North, and Raglan
hv-cleetions were broadeast. )

Recordings.— -Though the position improved considerably, lack of material
and rqlunm(*t still made it neecessary to confine recording work mostlv
fo news and oomman taries, special programmes, and events of mnational
importance.  Many of these will he of great historie and programme value
in the future.

Ilor recording purposes the Service requires large dquantities of blank
disks, and this was particulariy so during the war. The disks consist of
an aluminium base coated with o speeial solution, on which the record is
cut.  All available aluminium was requived for war purposes zmd Was
consequently not available for the manufacture of disks. At one stage the
position was so acute that hefore the Serviee could import disks it was
necessary  to supply the manufacturers with a corresponding number of
used records so that the aluminium base eould be recoated and used again.
Despite these difficulties; it was possible, by limiting recording to most
essential  purposes, to maintain the reecording of important news and
commentaries and messages from our Forees.

The “ New Zealand IListener”—The New Zealand Listener had another
successful year and maintained ils position as one of the most widely read
journals in the Dominion. Although the paper position was never good
enough to justify a campaign to bhoost the cireulation, the number of readers
orew steadily, and the advertising vevenue was higher than it has ever been.

One of the problems created Dby the paper shortage has been the restriction
of the space devoted to proerammes, and that continued throuehout the
vear. Steps were taken as the vear closed to overcome this weakness. In
addition, the staff has been strengthened by the return of men  from
war service.

The journal continued to form a valuable link between leense-holders
and the Service and featured supplementary information. which has
contributed to the suceess of broadeast programmes.

At the rvequest of the Information Scetion of the Prime Ministers
Department the Hditor of the Listener visited Japan to report on the
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conditions in which the New Zealand members of J Force would find
themselves when they arrived as oceupying troops.

Relations with. Overseas Organizations.—The B.B.C. again accorded the
Service much valuable assistance, which is gratefully acknowledged. News,
talks, and other features were regularly rebroadeast from B.B.C. stations,.
and many execellent recorded programmes were received from the London
Transeription Service of the Corporation. The monumental features, “The-
Harbour Called Mulberry 7 and “ Radar,” describing the construction and
use of the artificial harbours in the Normandy landing, and the development
and use of Radar by the R.A.J., were broadeast throughout New Zealand..
and established a new peak for documentary broadeasting. Further recordings
of the successful feature, © The Braing Tirust,” were reccived and broadeast.
At the request of the B.B.C.. the Service compiled newsletters on the
Scottish and Welsh elements in New Zealand and forwarded recordings
tor the Scottish and Welsh regional proerammes of the B.B.C. The Service:
is mow constructing for the B.B.C. a series of talks on North Country
families who have settled in New Zealand. Further co-operation ineluded
a contribution to the B.B.C. Christmas programme, and a recording of a
Chureh serviee from the Khyber Pass Presbyvterian Church, Auckland.

Thanks are due to the Australian Broadeasting Commission for extending
valuable facilitics to the Service, to the All India Radio for facilitating
“Boys Overseas ” programmes for New-Zealanders serving in that area, and
‘to the American Office of War Information for music by great symphony
orchestras and other recordings of outstanding musical and dramatie
performances.

During the year visits were received from representatives of other-
broadcasting organizations throughout the British Commonwealth. These
included Mr. R. S. Caprara, Dircctor-Gieneral of the South African Broad-
casting Corporation, who inquired into the system of commercial broadeasting
in New Zealand; Mr. R. J. F. Boyver, Chairman, and Mr. C. J. A. Moses,
(teneral Manager, of the Australian Broadeasting Commission, who investi-
gated our system of parliamentary broadcasting: My, N. Hutchison, B.B.(".’x
TLiaison Officer for the Pacific Area; Mr. J. Green, B.B.C. Agricultural
Tiaison Officer; Mr. D. T. Worrall, Genceral Manager of the Herald Broad-
casting Stations, Melbourne; and Mr. .\, Camphell Jones, General Manager,
Radio 2UE Sydney Pty., Litd.

Shortacave Broadceasts—The Service continued to hroadeast each evening
over Station 2YC and the Post and Telegraph Department’s Short-wave
Station ZLT7 a ten-minute digest of New Zealand news supplied by the
Information Seetion of the Prime Minister’s Department.

Development of New Zealand Talent—In keeping with the established
policy of eneouraging New Zecaland talent, broadeasting engagements were
given to such local artists, societies, and musical combinations as had
attained a reasonable standard of performance. There were 2,651 broad-
casts by loeal artists and 691 recitals by loecal musical societies, choirs, and
hands, as mentioned previously.

During the vear secondary and primary schools’ music festivals were
broadeast at certain centres, while school choirs also broadeast performances.

The Victory TLoan Theme Song and Radio Plaxy Competitions were
held during the vear.

In talks and dramatic activities many hundreds of engagements were
given to local actors and speakers, either for recording or direct broadeasts.
There were 2,008 local talks over the National network. The Service
continued to purchase scripts of talks, plays, and features by local writers.
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COMMERCIAL A CTIVITIES

Var Effort—Organizations associated with the war effort continued
to make as great a use of our facilities as in war years, and it was therefore
still necessary to refuse advertisers some of the most favoured times on the
alr in order that these periods might be used for such publicity. Special
efforts were made in conmection with stablluahon, electricity-conservation,
national savings, and war loans. On Anzac Day a telephone appeal was
condocted for the National Patriotic Fund. The Division again had the
co-operation of advertisers, who on ocecasions gencrously made their time
available for publicizing these activities.

After the cessation of hostilities the times reserved for war publicity
were needed to continue certain activities allied to the war effort. Time
is at present occupied by national savings, war famine relief, and stabilization.

Programmes.—A\  programme highlight of the year was the visit of
Gracie Fields. Performances by this artist were sponsored on the ZB
network, and the fee was donated to patriotic funds.

Another overseas artist featured was the ex New Zealander, Jack Davey,
who, supported by a company of New Zealand artists, toured the four main
centres and broadeast programmes on hehalf of a national advertiser.

The celebrations on VE and VJ Daxs were suitably covered by the
Commercial stations, which remained on the air for lengthy periods.

Two highly successful talent quests were sponsored, cach involving
an (\}nnd]ruro of some hundreds of pounds by the advertisers. In Auekland
over a thousand entries were received.

With the cessation of hostilities it has been possible to handle outside
broadcasts.  Speeial relays ineluded rvegattas and other sporting fixtures,
the Anzae Dawn Servicee, the City Marvkets, the ity Mission, festivities
on VE and VJ Dayvs, as well as Christmas and other holidays. Scenes
on the arrival of troopships have been deseribed, and programmes have
been broadeast from the military wards of hospitals.

Many interesting personalities broadeast from the Commercial stations,
including Rear-Admiral Paul Hendren, TU.S.N; Sir Charles Marr, of Australia;
My, Justice Davis, Iligh (Jommlbsmner for Canada in Australia; eneral
. 1. Carpenter, of the Salvation Army; My, Isador (foodman, South African
planist: Captain Davey, formerly Master of the ¢ Awatea ”; and Mr. W. J.
Jordan, High Commissioner for New Zealand in London.

In Dunedin the National and Commercial Divisions combined in operating
a broadcasting studio at the Winter Show Buildings. This has proved one
of the centres of attraction at the yearly winter show.

Interest continues in listener partieipation programies, particularly in
the quiz type, in which considerable sums of money have heen won.

The Fead Office civculating record library has been used extensively
by stations for all typnes of programme work.

Specially Sessions—Specialty sessions were continued. They comprised
sessions  for sportsmen, gardeners, housewives, bachelor girls, and motorists.
Mueh time was devoted to improving the material broadeast in these sessions.

A serviee operates at the present time whereby associate material for
women's sessions is prepared at IHead Office.  Seripts on nutrition, dental
hygiene, mothereratt, and slimming are written by the Head Office copywriter,
who specializes in rescarch on women's topics. Before being broadeast tthe
seripts are approved by the IHealth Department. Sossmns of this nature
offer useful ecommunity serviee, particularly to country listeners, who receive
only periodical visits from their District Health Nurses.
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In addition to the above, sevipis ave written on dther subjeets of special
interest to women such as jewellerv, clothes, women in other countries, and
food ecustoms.  The biographical series, “ Women Celebrities, Padt and
Present,” which gives elimpses of ereat women from a woman's point of
view, has proved very popular.

All this material is welcomed by those responsible for personality sessions.
and reports received prove its popularity with listeners.

Feature Programmes. outstanding featare programmes and radio
documentaries were, made d\”"LJ}I(‘ by the B.B.C., and the United States
Office of War Information provided rocordings featuring world-famous avtists.
An interesting library of this type of programme has been built up.

Feature programines have proved very popular sinee {heir neeption,
and many 111(ms<mds of episodes are ]mwen*od cach vear. With the Adoqudlv
choice now available, it has been possible to improve the standard by caveiul
selection.  Care is taken to ensure that no unduly sensational type of
programme is broadeast in the carly evening when voung children may be
listening. Locally produced featuves have inerveased in number 111“ing‘ the
vear. Head Office recorded 305 episodes, while the Muckland Studio’s totdl
inereased from 85 to 105 during the current year. Some of these programmes
were written by New-Zealanders and concerned our own country

The Programme Departments have been encouraged to assist the sales
seetion and build composite programmes, utilizing sevipts and  recordings
from our library. Advertisers have reported exeellent vesults from the use
of these programmes, and as many as fourteen have heen running in a single
week. The use of these programmes censerves overseas funds to some extent.

Commanity Service—-As pr “'nmsl*‘ indieated, the Commereial Division
has given a great deal of assistance to non-profit-making organizations, and
local authorities.

In addition to eco-operating with the Police Department in the location
of missing persons and vehicles, assistance has been given to such organiza-
tions as the Y.MLC.A., St. John Ambulance, Y. W.CLA, Red (ross Soeiety,
Plunket Society, all branches of patriotic organizations, Returned Serviees
Assoeiation, CORSO, and UNRR.A.

Aeccommodation.—Suitable accommodation for staff and equipment remains
a problem, particularly im Wellington. In addition to the exeeutive offices,
the Commerceial Division is housed in four separate buildings in Wellington
City. This lack of centralized housing affects the efficiency of the Department
to a considerable extent and throws additional hurdens on the staff.

Staff —Each station during the war years was seriously short of skilled
personnel. A reduced staff was called upon to perform exaecting duties,
both as a normal part of broadeasting and in assoeiation with the final
yvear of war. Heavy advertising schedales—the heaviest ever carvied by the
Service—meant additional burdens on a depleted staff. With a return to
normal conditions it is hoped that the staff position will be improved, thus
enabling the maximum serviee to he provided both to listeners and advertisers.

Advertising —Sales  revenue has once again shown a steady inerease
despite the shortages in some categories of consumer goods. This inerease
is all the more interesting in view of the fact that Commercial stations have
reduced broadeasting time by more than 400 hours in the last vear as
part of the Kleetricity Conservation Campaign.

Relations with advertisers remain on the same exeellent basis as pre-
viously, and the Sales Staff continues to give the hest possible service to
clients. A major problem has heen to find time placements to satisfy all
advertisers. The more popular time bands have heen sold out, and there
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1y o walting-list of advertisers wishing to secuve any cancellations.  Due
no douht to this state of affairs, adve 1'11\%‘1\* in some centres are experimenting
with programmes betweeen 11 pom. and midnieht, and, judging from reports,
sales results are heing obtained.

It is interesting to note that although licensed listeners have inercased

considerably during the last few yvears, which means a larger audience, the
advertising rates remain the same as 1 1929,
Fivanciel Repert- Audited accounts for the year under veview will be
published in parliamentary paper Be~1 [PV ] Ttems of partieular intevest
contained therein are as follow, correspending fieures for the previous year
being shown in parentheses:—

National Division:  Income for the vear totalied €480,193 (£468,359),
(()nxpj.\.a'v radio license fees €441,371, miscellancous revenue £30,805, and
net profit on vublication of the New Zeawland Listener, £8,017.

Exvenditure on programmes absorbed £116,177, including £17,541 paid
to members of orchestras, €46.578 on talent, £6,423 was spent on the weltare
and entertainment of the fiehting Forees stationed in New Zealand and
overstas, while copyright, features, and miscellancous programme charges
amounted fo £45635.  General administrative and running expenses  cost
£140,367.  Total expenditure ain(luding‘ provision for depreciation of assets,
£19,465 amounted to £276,009 (£263436), leaving a working suirplus on the
veary operations of €204,184 ‘oZ(H,S?;)S). Of this surplus, €260,000 was
mvested, making a total of £1,830,000 sct aside to provide for future develop-
ment and to overtake arrears of construction and replacement of equipment.
The impact of war conditions has been particularly severe in curtailing
development and redueing maintenance work as far as possible, with the
result that a heavy programme of expenditure must he faced as soon as
labour and materials arve available.

Cfemmercial Division:  Sales of station time established a record turnover
of  £280 -37‘? other revenue headings aceounted for €6,191, making a total
income of £295 D70 (£280,444).  1n addition to time sales, local and mational
community organizations were assisted by frec announcements to the value
of £6,770. Rafe concessions on advertising placed by Government Departments
and by non-profit-making organizations equalled £12,595. Programme cexpendi-
fure amounted to £20,893. Tt must he remembered that the foregoing ﬁouro
does not represent the total cost of programmes used on the Commercial
stations, as a substantial percentage of advertisers engage their own talent
and supply their own features. (eneral administrative and running expenses
amounted to £158902, and depreeiation £8,467, the (\\'pondituw for the year
totalling £188,262 (£176,168), leaving a not profit of £107,308 (£104,276).
£32,000 has been provided to meet taxation and Appmprmtion Account
now stands at €£109,947.  Investments of £€120,000 have been set aside to
meet  capital  extensions and major improvements in  office and studio
accommodation.

K NGINEERING SECTION

Number of Stations—There has been no change in the total number
of stations in use during the twelve months under review, there heing
twenty-three medinm-wave stations in operation altogether,

This total includes stations in five main eentres transmitting Commercial
Division programmes, and four small stations, two of which are still operated
under contract to the Department, and the other two heing privately-
owned stations to cach of which a subsidy is granted.

All the stations, with the exeeption of the latter four, ave staffed and
maintained by the New Zealand Broade asting Service, ’
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Oparational Details.—The following arve the operational details of the
stations:—

i !
Station. Studio Location. 'Jmns}éﬁgﬁﬂf\"e““’l I Frequency.
: k. ' Kiloeycles. sec.

1YA .. | Auckland .. .. .. 10-00 650
1ZB* . .- .. .. L-00 1,070
1ZM . " . . o 075 ! 1,250
1IYXN .. » .. .. . 0-15 : 380
PYARS .. | Gishorne .. .. .. 0-23 980
2ZM1 .. o, .. . L 0-09 1,180
2YH .. | Napier .. .. .. o 5-00 } 750
2Y B+ .. | New Plymouth . . Lo 0-10 810
2ZA%* .. | Palmerston North .. o 0-25 1,400
2YA .. | Wellington .. .. . 60-00 570
2YC . .- .. .- co 5-00 : 840
2ZB* .. » .. .. . 1-00 ! 1,130
2YD .. s .. . R - 50 | 990
2YN .. | Nelson .. .. .. . 0-03 3 920
3ZR .. | Greymouth .. .. .. 0-10 940
3YA .. | Christchurch .. .. e 10-00 i 720
3ZB* .. . .. .. o 1-00 ? 1,430
3YL i, .. N o 0-30 | 1,200
4YA .. | Dunedin .. .. o 10-00 ' 790
4ZB* .. . .. .. o 1-00 1,310
4Y0 .. s .. .. . 0-15 1,140
47D} .. ' . . o 0-06 i 1,110
4Y7Z .. | Invercargill .. A ‘ 5-00 630

* Transmitting Commercial Division programmes. T Owned hy the New Zealand Broadcasting Service and
operated under contract. I Privately-owned stations subsidized by the New Zealand Broadeasting Service.

Short-wave Transmitting Service—A  limited short-wave transmitting
serviee has been in operation throughout the period under review, by
arrangement with the New Zealand Post and Telegraph Department. This
has consisted of a New Zealand News Bulletin of ten minutes’ durvation
prepared specially for the Pacific, and commencing at 9.30 p.m. New Zcaland
time daily. Tt has heen radiated by the New Zealand Post and Telegraph
Department’s short-wave station ZLT7 on a frequency of 6715 megacyeles
per second (4467 metres), with an aerial power of 23 kW,

This service will eventually be taken over by the short-wave transmittine-
stations of the New Zealand Broadeasting Serviee. The two T4 kW. stations
recently purchased for this purpose are at present heing installed at Titahi
Bay. Whilst good progress has been made on the installation of these
transmitters it is expected that some months will elapse hefore the necessary
directive aerial arrays will be completed.

Overseas Short-wave Receiving Service.—~The short-wave receiving-station
operated by the Serviee at Quartz Hill, Makara, has given very satisfactory
service cver since it was first put into operation sixteen months ago. It was
of particular use at the times of the cessation of hosilities in Ttaly, urope.
and in Japan. On these occasions commentaries and programmes were
received from the principal countries throughout the world and retrans-
mitted for the benefit of listeners in New Zealand.

In order further to improve the service obtained from this station it
is intended, in the near future, to extend the aerial system by the provision
of additional directive aecrials. This will permit the “ diversity ™ system
of reception to he used to a larger extent than at present possible for
reception from the principal countries overseas, thus reducing to a less
noticeable amount the fading and distortion which is a characteristie of
short-wave signals.



15 F—3

Propagational Research.—In co-operation with the British Broadeasting
«lorporation, measurements have been taken at Quartz Iill of the field
strengths of the v8ious B.B.C. Empire transmissions with a view to an
improvement in reception and also as a contribution to propagational research.
Considerable assistanee has been vendered hy the Royal New Zealand Air
Foree in the supplying of measurements of the azimuthal angle of arrival in
New Zealand of the B.B.C. transmissions.

It iy the intention of the Broadcasting Service to provide additional
equipment at Quartz ITill to enable these various ohservations to he continued.

The Service is represented on the Radio Research Committee of the
Department of Scientific and Industrial Reseaveh.

Mobile Recording Fquipment —Iigh-class programme-recording equipment
of a mobile nature is I the process of manufacture, and when completed
‘will be mounted in suitable motor-vehicles.

This equipment is being provided in duplicate so that it will be available
in both North and South Islands.

Processing and, Duplicating Plant for Recordings—.\ need avises from
time to time for a number of copies of certain recordings. While in the
case of small numbers this can bhe done by  dubbing 7 each disk from the
-original, this is not a satisfactory method for larger numbers. In this case
it 1s preferable to have a special die made from the orviginal and then to
press out the number of copies requirved.

At the present time there is no sueh plant in New Zealand, and it is
the intention of the Department to install a small plant. Besides being of
use to the New Zealand Broadeasting Serviee, this will he of assistance also
to other Departments which may require quantities of special recordings.

Howrs of Transmassion.—The aggregate transmission time of all the
stations, both National and Commercial, amounted during the year to
77,329 hours. Of the scheduled transmission time, only 60 hours were
lost. This figure includes 21 hours due to mains power failures bheyond
the control of this Department and 36 hours due to failures of technieal
-equipment.

Receiving Licenses—During the vear a total of 393,899 receiving licenses
were issued, an increase of 14,657 for the twelve months.

Replacement of Existing Fquipment—\ very large proportion of the
technical equipment of the vavious stations is rapidly becoming ohsolete
and in many cases is overdue for rveplacement. This has resulted in higher
maintenanee costs and a decrcase in the reliability of the statioms.

Future Exzpansion.—Plans are prepared for the erection of further
stations with a view to the improvement of reception in areas which are
not at present enjoying a high erade serviee.

The areas first needing attention are the Bay of Plenty, North Auckland,
and the West Coast of the South Island distriets.

In view of the difficulty in the provision of the buildings necessary to
house both the studio and transmitting equipment, and also the difficulty
of obtaining that equipment, there is likely to he some considerable delay
before these improvements can be cffected.

James SHELLEY, Divector of Broadeasting.

Approxiate Cost of Paper. —Preparation, not given ; printing (648 copies). £22 10s

By Authority: E. V. Piur, Government Printer, Wellington.—1946.
Frice 6d.]
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