1946
NEW ZEALAND

PUBLIC WORKS STATEMENT

(BY THE HON. R. SEMPLE, MINISTER OF WORKS)

Mr. SPEARKER,—

In accordance with the provisions of section 8 of the Public Works Act, 1928,
1 submit my report for the year ended 3lst March, 1946, together with a statement of
expenditure certified by the Controller and Auditor-General.

The past year has been a transition period of planning and reorganizing to a peace-
time basis in preparation for the programmes of works which will require to be under-
taken during the next few years, and of which some indication has already been made
public. I have, following my usual practice, visited various parts of the Dominion, in
order to gain first-hand inforniation and to discuss with those concerned the various
problems and proposals which come within my jurisdietion as Minister of Works.

Honourable members will recall that in my report last year reference was made to
the functions and activities of the Ministry of Works, particularly in regard to co-
ordinated planning of constructional and developmental projects contemplated by
the State and by the various public authorities in the post-war vears. At that time io
was not practicable to convey, in other thaw general terms, the nature and extent of
the planning operations which were being carried out at my direction by the Com-
missioner of Works, but I have sinee obtained from the Conimissioner a report in which
these operations are reviewed. This report has been tabled so that honourable members
may be informed upon the vitally important considerations which arise in connection
with post-war planning.  The report also provides a summary of the important work,
some of which has not previously been published, undertaken by the Commissioner
of Defence Construetion during the difficult war vears and the subsequent developments
which led to the appointment of the Commissioner of Works and the creation of the
Ministry of Works. ;

With the resignation of Mr. W. L. Newnham as Permanent Head and Engineer-
in-Chief on the 31st March last, it was decided the time was opportune to reconstitute
the Department in four separate Divisions responsible to the Commissioner of Works,
who thus now assumes overall administrative control of the Department.
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The Ministry of Works was set up for the purpose of surveying the post-war pro-
posals of all Government Departments, of local authorities, and, so far as is possible,
of private interests. The purpose of the survey was to ensure that works which were
needed first obtained the necessary materials and labour, that major construction pro-
posals did not conflict in interest, in timing, or physical location, and that the huge
post-war demands for buildings and developmental works, plus heavy arrears of main-
tenance, were met on an ordered basts. The Ministev of Works, therefore, 1s primarily
concerned with the planning of works, the allocation of priorities, the supply of materials
and labour, and the manguration of projects in which the Government has a major
interest. It is charged also with the responsibility of ensuring that where State funds
and, to some extent, other publiec monevs, are involved, works are properly designed and
are efficiently prosecuted to time within the Hinits of the Government’s financial approval.
For this reason it is required to examine generally each proposal from a technical as well
as from an economic point of view, and to be satisfied that major engineering decisions
are properly taken, and that the works, when approved for construetion, are carried out
in accordance with approved plans.

it will be seen, therefore, that the Ministryv of Works covers a field much wider than
that of the Public Works Department, and i future the annual report on the operations
of the Department will be submitted by the Commissioner of Works, with individual
reports on the operations of each Division, and the reports of the Main Highwavs Board
and Soil Conservation and Rivers Control Counecil and other statements, as usual, sub-
mitted as Appendices.  In view of the much wider scope to be covered by future reports,
and in view also of the change in myv designation from  Minister of Public Works ™ to
* Minister of Works,” it is only fitting that this statement should in future be known
as the ™ Ministry of Works Statement.”

During the period under review steps have heen taken to give effect to the intention
expressed by me in the Public Works Statement for last year that I would, as soon as
it was possible to do so, make known the Government’s proposals in regard to major
development works, particularly in the four main metropolitan centres.

A congiderable amount of investigation was carried out by the Planning Division
of the Ministry of Works who were engaged on the preparation of a long-range pro-
gramme of works, with the result that I was able, shortly before the close of the year
under review, to make a public announcement disclosing the Government’s major works
proposals in respect of the Hutt Valley, Tawa Flat, Porirua, and Titahi Bay districts.
Since the end of the financial yvear further notices were gazetted, and public announce-
ments made in respect to other comprehensive areas throughout the country. It is
interesting and encouraging to find that the policy of indicating the Government’s
proposals on a long-range plan, as well as the general details of the various programmes
so far proclaimed, have been so well received by the public, local bodies, and the press
evervwhere.

I should like here to remove some misconceptions which appear to have arisen as
to the meaning of these programmes. They have been referred to popularly as ten-
vear progranmmes, but it should be understood that the schedules which have been notified
do not commit the Government or other authority to undertake all the works enumerated
therein before the expiry of u ten-vear period. It is intended that the schedules convey
some indication of major construction works which are regarded as likely to require
consideration within that period.  Actually it will be necessary to review these proposals
from time to time and to make such adjustments in priorities, &c., a¢ may be necessary
$0 best serve the economy of the country and accommodate movements in the labour
market and availability of materials,
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The primary purpose in making known the Government’s intentions m regard to
developmental works is the realization that, without knowledge of the Government’s
intentions, it is scarcely possible for local authorities and for private interests to plan
safely ahead. This is particularly the case in urban areas, and the review of all proposals
conducted by the Ministry of Works has shown that it is not possible to regard the works
of Government Departments in isolation and that these must be considered jointly
with those of local authorities and of private people. It is hoped that, by enlisting the
support of local authorities on a regional basis, the Government will have much valuable
advice bearing upon its own works, and by this method in time a broad developmental
plan for each region will be prepared in which the interests not only of the Government,
but of local authorities and of primary and secondary industry, will be fully observed.

The annual estimates of expenditure from the Public Works Account will, of course,
bear a direct relationship to the works programme of the Dominion as a whole as deter-
mined from time to time by the Ministry of Works. The adoption of some means whereby
the use of resources to the best advantage will be facilitated by planning in advance
will aid in promoting full-time and economic employment for workers and also a
balanced distribution of labour between various community and industrial needs.
The method of framing the annual estimates in conformity with these ideals may
require adjustment from time to time until the most satisfactory basis has been evolved
from practical experience.

The supply of steel is still most acute, and, although production has now been resumed
at Broken Hill, Australia, indications are that considerable delays must be expected in
fulfilling orders which have been placed. Inquiries through the High Commissioner for
New Zealand, London, revealed that round mild-steel rods could be delivered at a com-
paratively early date, and steps have therefore been taken to obtain a supply from this
source.

As far as construction works are concerned, the supply of cement is still very much
below requirements. To relieve the demand on local supplies and with a view to facili-
tating continuity of construction of the more important works—i.e., hydro-electric dams,
power-houses, the general housing schemes—my Department placed orders for a supply of
Australian cement, some of which has come to hand.

The passing of the Electricity Act, 1945, effected the constitution of the State
Hydro-electric Department ag a separate departmental unit, thereby severing this State
activity from the Public Works Department, with which it had been associated since its
inception. Though the design work in connection with new hydro-electric schemes will
be executed by the State Hydro-electric Department, the construction work will continue
to be undertaken by the Public Works Department, whilst operation and maintenance
of completed sections will be under the direct jurisdiction of the new department.

My Department is experiencing considerable difficulty arising from the shortage of
trained staff in practically all classifications. Of the 1,369 officers who were gmnced
leave for military service, only 1,006 have so far returned to duty. Many of the younger
men who served with the Armed Forces had not acquired very much departmental
experience before proceeding on active service.  Returning after ioul five, and, in some
cases, SIX yvears' absence, they are obviously Lmdlcapped i respect of tasks that, in
normal circumstances, would have been assigned to them. Every endeavour is heing
made to assist these officers by special training and instruction, and several have taken
advautage of the special refresher course provided by the Public Service Commissioner,
A number are attending full-time University courses and, in the case of engineers, some,
who for ene reason or another were unable to take the University course this year, ave
n the fleld receiving practical training.  Part-time University courses aud correspondence

1D 1
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courses with the recognized institutions are also being taken by members of the staff
who are likely to benefit from special study. My Department has done all in its power
to co-operate with the Rehabilitation Departnient to enable returned members of the
staff to take the fullest advantage of the facilities available to them to fit themselves to
resume their rightful positions in the Department and the community.

A Commission appointed in 1928 to consider the question of the erection of a hridge
over the Auckland Harbour stated in its findings submitted in April, 1930 —

Your Commissioners are of the opinion that the time for the erection of a bridge across the
Waitemata Harbour will not arrive in less than twenty years, though it might be advisable in, say,
ten years’ time to have the position reviewed.

At the conclusion of the war, and in response to representations from the interested
local bodies and asseclations, my Government agreed that the time was opportune for the
position to be reviewed. Accordingly, by Order in Council published m a supplement
to the N.Z. Gazette dated 26th March, 1946, Sir Francis Vernon Frazer, Knight Bachelor,
M.A.,, LL.B., of Wellington (Channmn), William  Richard Beaver, Esq., B.C.E.,
AMInst.E. (Aust.), of New South Wales, Engineer ; and Roland Harry Packwood,
0.B.E., AMInst.C.E., District Engineer of the Public Works Department, Auckland,
were appointed a Commission to inquire into and report upoun the following matters :—

(1) What trans-harbour facilities were necessary in the Auckland Metropolitan Area
and the approaches thereto to provide adequately for future traffic require-
ments of all kinds, both from within and from outside the metropolitan area,
including through traffic, having regard to improvements in the railway and
roading systems in the area that were contemplated by the Railways Depart-
ment and the roading authorities respectively ;

(2) Should the facilities include means of direct access between the City and the
North Shore suburbs in addition to or instead of the existing ferry services ;

(3) If so, what should be the nature of this direct access, and where should it be
located—

(@) If by a bridge, what should be the minimum navigational clearances,
and what should be the provisions for traflic on the bridge and its approaches ;

(0) If by a tunnel or tunnels, what should be the number of such tunnels,
and what provisions for traflic should be made 1 each :

(¢) In either of cases (@) and () above, what would be the approximate
cost of the proposed access, including the necessary approaches ; .

(d) If any other alternatives were investigated, what were they and
what would be the approximate cost of each ;

(4) Upon what basis or bases could such direct access be provided and financed,
with special reference to construction, maintenance, and operation ;

(5) If such direct access was not considered necessary at present, within what period
of time would the probable growth of population, and the use of motor-
vehicles together with other forms of transport, render it necessary ;

(6) If it was considered that the existing ferry services should remain in operation,
either with or without other means of direct access, what improvements, if
any, should be made in the services now 1»1’()\*1(!9(1 ; and

(7) Generally, any other matters arvising out of the premises that might come under
notice in the course of i inquiries, and which 1t was considered should be
investigated therewith.

The Commission was required to communicate ity findings to His Excellency the
Governor-General by 31st July, 1945, and its report has since heen referred to the
Government.
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FINANCE

The payments and receipts in connection with the Public Works Account and
other associated votes and accounts for the year 1945-46 are shown in the tabulation
following.

The expenditure for the year administered through the Department reached
total of £22,703,748, of which sum £2,577,969 was on account of the Dominion’s defence
programme and ancillary expenditure in conncction with the war. The amounts
received by way of credits-in-aid and miscellaneous receipts totalled £7,300,189. As
from Ist April, 1945, receipts which were previously shown as (’rechts—m aid i all votes
within the Public Works Acwunt and Subdivisions I and II of vote “ Mamtenance of
Public Works and Services,” Consolidated Fund, have been included as “ Miscellaneous
ho(‘mpts This procedure will be followed in future for all subdivisions of vote

‘ Maintenance of Public Works and Herviees ™ and for all votes within the Public
Works Account.

q, 7o nTe }L\pendlture,

(lass of Work. | 194546,

Expexprrure, PusLie Works AccouNT ‘ £
Railway construction .. .. .. .. .. o 308,050
Housing construetion .. . . .. .. .. 1 H,710,13H
Public buildings .. .. .. .. .. . 665,264
Education buildings .. .. .. .. .. .. 1,187,823
Lighthouses and harbour-works .. .. .. .. A 11,593
Roads, &c. .. .. .. .. oo 171,604
Soil conservation and rivers contr 01 .. .. .. e 212,272
Lands, miscellaneous .. .. .. .. . 59,691
[uwahon water- xupplv, and drainage .. .. .. R 390,312
Llnréll ﬁdk development . . . .. .. .. o 403,809
I

Totals, Public Works Account .. .. J 9,120,553

Klectric Supply Account—

Construction .. .. .. .. .. Lo 3,302,033
Working-expenses .. .. .. .. .. ..t 1,039,166
4,341,199

FXPEXDITURE, OTHER VOTES AND ACCOUXNTS

Main Highways Account-—

Construction, reconstruction, and improvements .. .. co 179,600
Maintenance, repairs, and renewals . .. .. 1,886,633
Adlmmstmhon plant, and miscellaneous vxpen(htmo .. S 90,862
Interest, fees, &c .. .. .. o 29,923
Permanent appropriations (1.1’“3 Mlb\ldl(‘& &( ) .. .. S 258,099
Consolidated Fund-— ;
Salaries and expenses, Public Works Department and Ministry of Works | 813,720
Maintenance, Public Buildings, Roads, &e. .. .. .. H82,369

Plant, nmt011al, and miscellaneous services . .. o 2,822,821
Other accounts (expenditure by Public Works ])(‘Pdltu)(‘n’() Amounts | 2,:)77,969
not included above :

i
o —

Totals, other votes and accounts .. .. .. 9,241,996
Grand total of expenditure, Public Works Account and other votes and | 22,703,748
dLLUI‘hn‘: ot the year ended 31st March, 1946
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Of the expenditure of £22,703,748 previously mentioned, £12,469,969 may be
regarded as having been expended from loan-moneys (£6,872,000 Public Works Account,
£2,920,000 Electric Supply Account, £100,000 Main Highways Account, and £2,577,969
War Expenses Account), the balance—i.e., £10,233,779—Dbeing expended from loan
recoveries, revenue, and taxation.

The ratio which the various classes bear to the whole is shown below—that is,
expenditure plus receipts (including credits-in-aid) :—

Roads, including construction and maintenance of Main £ Per Cent.
and State hlghways .. .. .. 2,616,721 = 8-72
Hydro-electric (construction and vsorkmg expenses) oo 4,341,199 = 1447
Railway construction .. .. .. .. 308,050 = 1-03
Housing construction . .. .. .. b,710,135 = 19-03
"Public buildings, including schools .. .. .. 1,853,087 = 6-18
Land improvements and soil conservation e 271,963 = 0-91
Irrigation, water-supply, and drainage .. .. 390,312 = 1-30
Linen-flax development .. .. .. 403,809 = 1-34
Public buildings and roads, &ec. (mamtenance) .. 582,369 = 1-94
Plant, material, and services, other Departments .. 2,822,821 = 9-41
Miscellaneous .. .. 825,313 = 2-75
Navy, Army, Air, and Civil Defence expendlture .. 2,577,969 = 8-59
Revenue receipts and credits-in-aid .. .. .. 7,300,189 = 24-33

£30,003,937 = 100-00

Class of Work. Receipts.
i
Ruceiers,* Pusric WorksS DEPARTMENT |
Ordinary Revenue Account— £
Credits-in-aid, vote “ Maintenance of Public Works and Services ” .. | 2,276,567
Departmental receipts (previously credits-in-aid) .. .. .. 400,312
Irrigation : Receipts for year .. .. .. .. o 25,676
Miscellaneous receipts for year .. .. .. .. .. 102,024
Electric Supply Account—
Sales of electrical energy .. .. .. .. .o 2,761,145
Miscellaneous receipts . .. .. .. oo 145,212
Main Highways Account— 1
Repayment of advances, &c., and interest .. .. .. 10,020
Miscellaneous receipts .. .. .. .. .. 173,294
Public Works Account-— 1
Sale of linen flax and by-products . .. .. Lo 577,018
Miscellaneons receipts .. .. .. .. .. 823,921
’ 7,300,189

* Bxcludes motor-spirits tax, registration fees, &c., colleeted by other Departments.
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Summary

[ Public Works . Other

Department. - Departments. Total
- o | |
£ £ £
Expenditure. . .. .. 21,112,116 1,591,632 | 22,703,748
93,741 7,300,189

Recoveries and recelpts .. .. 6,706,448 |

Summary of Votes under the Control of the Minister of Works and Proposed Ways and
Means of raising the Necessary Funds, Year ending 31st March, 1947

£ £ : £ 9 £

Railway Construction .. .. 45,000 355,000 | 400,000
Housing Construetion .. .. 332,000 | 7,500,000 : .. . 7,832,000
Public Buildings .. 250,000 550,000 | .. .. 800,000
Lighthouses and H&rbour-works .. 2,000 38,000 | .. o 40,000
Roads, &ec. .. 10,000 340,000 | .. : .. 350,000
Soil Conservation and Rwers Control 80,000 370,000 | .. .. 450,000
Irrigation, Water-supply, and Drain- 115,000 685,000 | .. 800,000

age
Main hlghw&ys 170,000 | 1,180,000 1 .. 12,150,000 | 3,500,000
Maintenance of Pubhc Works and 2,418,000 .. ‘ 2,402,500 .. 4,820,500

Services

3,422,000 (11,018,000

2,402,500 | 2,150,000 | 18,992,500

For the current financial year, 194647, a sum of £2,402,500 will be provided from
the Consolidated Fund for expenditure on the purchase of plant and on maintenance
of public works and services. The expenditure on main highways (including permanent
appropriations estimated at £256,225) is estimated to reach £3,756,225, of which a sum
totalling £2,406,225 is expected to be raised by way of special revenue and special funds
for employment of seasonal workers on highways works.

Miscellaneous receipts (previously shown as credits-in-aid) for all votes are
estimated at £3,422,000.

MAIN HIGHWAYS

During the year every effort has been made to overtake arrears of maintenance,
~and the extent of the resealing carried out exceeded that of the previous year by
134 miles. Extra graders and other roading machinery have recently become available,
and with the possibility of securing additional man-power it is hoped that by the end
of the approaching paving season there will be considerable improvement in highway
surfaces, but much will still remain to be done ta restore the highways to the standard
which obtained prior to the outbreak of war.

It is unfortunate that the supply position is retarding the bridge-renewal
programme, but everything possible is being done to improve matters.
It has been found possible to resume work on some of the improvement schemes

that were suspended during the war period, and further improvement works will be
put in hand as circumstances require and plant and man-power become available.



D—1 8

The promotion of every ineans whereby the safety of highways can be improved
for all classes of road-users is one of the most important matters which have received
attention. At the outhreak of war, studies were being made of design problems
affecting routes in the vicinity of urban areas where conditions were becoming serious
because of congestion and the wide variety of traffic involved.

In approaching this problem it was recognized that what might be termed the:
traditional roading methods would not offer a satisfactory solution, but that consideration
would have to be given to some adaptation of the divided highway which has secured
world recognition thlouoh the effective results obtained from experience in older and
more-dev eloped countues. It is now almost universally recognized that, where traffic
densities are not even as great as those of our more in)])ortant national roads, there
must be segregation of motor-vehicles from other forms of traffic, and that, while the
all-purpose “roads will remain for property access, for pedestrians, cyclists, stock, and
for local and inter-village motor traffic, there should, in some cases, be motorways solely
for the use of motor-vehicles. These would by-pass towns and built-up areas, and would
traverse the country without ribbon development. Turn-outs from and entrances to-
the motorways would be limited to selected points where the layout of the junctions
would incorporate the safety principles recognized by highway engineers. The motorways
would traverse the country in the manner of a railway with no ribbon development,
and with no access except at properly designed junction stations.

The provision of this type of highway has become a matter of necessity in the
interest of safety and economic transport, and to this end motorways are now being
surveyed and designed in localities where the demand is most urgent.

At the same time, all-purpose and inter-village roads will receive due attention,
and the highways farther afield, where traffic densities do not justify motorways, will
continue to be developed along lnes of safety and economy of transport for both
passengers and goods.

PUBLIC BUILDINGS

With the cessation of defence construction, activities have heen concentrated on.
urgent civil works, incladed amongst which are the following :-—

Department of Agriculture.—Buildings have been erected in connection with the
animal research station at Manutuke, near Gisborne. -

Avr Departinent-—A new signals area has heen completed at (Gishorne Aerodrome,.
and a new control tower is in course of erection at Wigram.

Arney Department.—-Six large store huildings, ex Waterloo, Pahautanui, and McKay's
(‘rossing, have been re-erected at Trentham, and additions to the Ordnance Stores at
Hopu Hopu Military Camp have been completed.

Education Departiment.—-The lodge has heen completed at Linceln College, and the
new Wellington Girls’ College, Lower Hutt Intermediate School, and a new dormitory
block at Burwood Girls” Home are under construction.

Govermiient Buildings.— Reconstruction of the Manawatu Building in Palmerston
North isx well in hand, and rearrangement of offices at Hamilton, Hokitika and
Invercargill have been completed.

Health Depertineni—New or additional hospital accommodation has heen provided
at anmer and Nelson : and stafl’ accommodation at Nelson and Palimerston North.
Additional accommodation has been provided at the Children’s Health Camp at
Maunu. The emergency block No. 2 at Burwood Hospital is nearing completion.

Maike '/inr/ Department - Extensions to buildings in connection with dehydration
plants have been completed at Ricearton and Pukekohe. Two wool-<tores have been
erected at Napier.
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Island Territortes Department.-—A new sanatorium, designed in New Zealand, has
been erected at Rarotonga.

Justice and Prisons Departwent —-New farm buildings have heen erected at the
Arohata Borstal Institution, utilizing prison labour. )

Land «ed Income Tax Department—Office accommodation has been provided or
is under construction at Christchurch, Dunedin, Greymouth, Invercargill, Nelson, New
Plymouth, Wanganui, and Whangarei.

Mental Hospitals Department.—New buildings erccted include an occupational
training school and workshop at Avondale ; villas 4, 5, 7, and 8, together with the new
laundry block at Porirna; villas 7 and 8, water-tower, and 8 stafl cottages at Lake
Alice, Marton ; and alterations to dormitory block at Weraroa are under construction.
Preliminary work is in hand in connection with the new hospital at Cherry Farm.

Mines Department—Camp  accommodation has heen provided at Glen Massey
opencast nine.

Native Department.—A housing scheme has been completed at Moerewa Freezing-
works, and & houses have been erected at Hamilton.

Police Department—A new station has been erected at Dunedin Central, and two
residences completed at Hamilton East.

Post aud Telegraph Department—New huidings were constructed or are under
construction at Culverden, Dargaville, Darfield, Gore, Isand Bay, Kaikohe, Karori,
Oretit Beach, Papakura, Seddon, and Whangarvei.  Several clock-towers have heen
demolishied 21 a precaution dmnlm carth qua} ¢ damage.

Public Works Departinent.- Buildings have been completed or are in course of
erection at Dunedin, Kaitaia, and Sockburn {for various departmental activities.

Relabilitation l)t'p((:fnzp;zf»~ \coominodation comprising offices and training centres,
&e., has heen provided in eight centies.

Retliays Deperlment.—A new  goo
congrete struct: ure, i nearing completion.

Scieatific and Industrial Researeh e
at Lincon, and a Iaboratory for |
sompletion.

State Forest Service~—Aceommodation for workmen has heen provided at Berwick,
Punedin.

Wi dssets Realization Board. -Sundry buildings on Air Force and naval stations
have been disposed of, and the \'ethmtion and reclamation of material and equipment
Lave been undertaken on behalf of the War Assets Realization Board.

Miscelluncous—Buildings (,t all designg and sizes, from small stores to large
warehouses, from roadmen’s cottages to completed camp accommodation for workmen,
offices, workshops, &c., have been (‘1((t“d extended, altered, lel)duod, and, in addition,
the continuous task of maintenance has been attended to, In spite of difficulties in
respect of laubour and material supplies.

at Christehu a large reinforced-

et —Farm buildings have been erected
reqsonrel at Paliaerston North is nearing

HYDRO-ELECTRIC DEVELOPMENT

Construction work on hydro-electric schemes has been given special priority during
the year. The power-house at Waikaremoana Upper Development was completed in
February of this year, and erection of the first turbine, some, but not all of the parts
of which have arrived in New Zealand, is proceeding. It is hoped to complete the
10-ft.-diameter tunnel from the headgates shaft to the intake structure by December
of this year, when practically all construction work, with the exception of penstocks
and the sealing of leakage from the lake, will be completed This sealing will be under-
taken at some future time after the new intake is in operation and the lake is at a low
level.
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As a means of inereasing the quantity of water available for Tuai and Piripaua
Stations, three 4-ft.-diameter steel siphons have been installed at Onepoto and are in
continuous operation.

At Karapiro the major part of the excavation and the power-house structure have
been completed, and 10 per cent. only of the work on the spillway section and siphons
remains to be done. It is anticipated that construction work will be virtually completed
by December, 1946.

Portal excavation at the diversion tunnel has commenced at Maraetai, and
foundations investigations continue at Cobb River and Lake Tekapo Schemes. A
commencement has also heen made on the construction of the large intake tunnel on
the Tekapo Scheme. This tunnel is constructed through glacial moraine, and in this
type of material it is difficult to provide full watertightness with the usual methods of
tunnelling and lining. At Tekapo, for the first time in New Zealand, we are utilizing
methods evolved abroad to secure on completion a thoroughly sound job. Unfortunately,
this work has been interfered with by the war, and some initial difficulties have been
experienced which have to date delayed progress. Most of these troubles have been
overcome, and it is hoped that in the near future much better progress will be obtained.

Work continues on access to the proposed site at Black Jack’s Point Scheme, on
the Waitaki River, but it seems more likely that the Coal Creek Development on the
Clutha River above Roxburgh will be given priority.

The Highbank Power Scheme, the power-house of which is situated on the banks
of the Rakaia River and which uses water from the Rangitata Diversion Race, was put
into operation during the vear.

HOUSING

The diversion of production from military to civilian needs has made possible an
increase in the output of housing construction, both public and private.

It was expected that production would be Hmited by the amount of man-power
and materials available. To overcome the former, carpentry training centres for the
training of ex-servicemen have been expanded, and so far there has been no real
shortage of tradesmen. At 3lst March, 4,473 workmen were employed by contractors
on the actual construction of State houses, and it is significant to note that over recent
months almost one-third of the total number of tradesmen engaged have been trainees
under rehabilitation schemes.

The shortage of materials has, however, not been overcome, but every effort is being
made to keep up the production of houses by the use of substitute materials. until the
supply position improves,

In spite of these difficulties, 2,954 house units were completed by the Department
during the year, as compared with 1,969 the previous year, and, in addition, 3,147 units
were under construction at the end of the year. To be added to these figures are 31 rural
houses built and 106 houses in course of construction under the rehabilitation scheme
for the settlement of returned servicemen on farms. Also, over 450 temporary dwellings
were erected for farmers under the Rural Housing Emergency Act, and some 370
miscellancous farm buildings, such as milking-sheds, wool-sheds, &c., were either
erected or are in cotirse of erection on farms settled by returned servicemen.

To provide for future sites, suitable land is continually being bought, and at
present some 21,400 sites are held for future operations. In addition, plans are in hand
for the development of large-scale housing schemes adjacent to the different towns,
the most important schemes being Tamaki at Auckland, and the Porirua Basin at
Wellington. Hach of these latter housing undertakings will be fully developed and
will ultimately provide for a population of some thirty thousand people. The plans
embrace all amenities in accordance with the most modern town-planning practice.
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HOUSING CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

The Public Works Department has undertaken a considerable amount of work
in preparation of building-sites, construction of roads and footpaths, and installation
of water, sewerage, and drainage services in connection with housing construction,
especially in the Hutt Valley, where 1,500 sections were made available for building
purposes during the year. HExcept for delays in the construction of kerbs, channels,
and concrete - footpaths due to the cement shortage, good progress was maintained
throughout.

COAL PRODUCTION

All possible assistance has been given to the Mines Department in the development
and operation of opencast mines in various localities. My Department has appreciated
the seriousness of the coal shortage, and heavy excavation plant has been used with a
view to producing the maximum tonnage of coal in the minimum of time.

Opencast production has been greatly hampered by adverse weather conditions,
which have frequently prevailed; nevertheless, a steady coal output has been
maintained from all mines.

The new mine at Wangaloa, upon which work commenced late in 1945, had produced
8,632 tons of coal by March of this year, despite the considerable amount of development
work involved in constructing one mile and a half of access road, a rallway siding,
screening-plant, and workmen’s accommodation.

LIGHTHOUSES AND HARBOUR-WORKS

The electritication of Godley Head Lighthouse, the completion of a sewage disposal
and drainage system at Portland Island Lighthouse, and the installation of marker
buoys in the Kaipara Harbour, were the only new works undertaken for lighthouse
services.

Extensive repairs to the Hokitika Wharf were effected.

SOIL CONSERVATION AND RIVERS CONTROL

During the year under review ten Catchment Boards have been in operation, while
an eleventh has been constituted, but the election of its members has not yet been held.
The recruitment of staff for these Boards is still a problem, but with the return of
technical men from the fighting Services these difficulties should shortly be solved.

I am pleased to advise honourable members that Catchment Boards have been
submitting to the Soil Conservation and Rivers Control Council well-conceived proposals
for holding rivers and for protecting land and settlement from erosion and inundation.
At the same time all Boards have been investigating the origin of their problems, which
are situated mainly in the headwaters of the streams and, with much assistance from
the technical Government nominees on their Boards, are making surveys and, in certain
cases, have already consolidated proposals for the steady development of remedial
measures in particular areas.

As T have addressed honourable members on an earlier occasion, ““ hill country
drained by large rivers has been permitted to be denuded of forests, willows have been
allowed to grow till they have choked the flow of rivers- and allowed flood-waters to
escape over surrounding country, and rivers have been left to erode their banks and fill
up their beds with silt, soil, and shingle. All these causes of flooding could long ago
have been removed, or at least very much mitigated, by judicious reafforestation, and
maintenance and control of river-beds.”
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With the availability of heavy earth-moving plant and the return of servicemen
to their peacetime avocations, it is expected that comprehensive river-control schemes
in the lower reaches of the more important rivers can be commenced as soon as surveys
and plans and financial arrangements are completed.

However, I must again impress honourable members with the fact that such
measures are mainly in the nature of a short-term palliative. Remedial or protective
steps must go further than this and relate to work designed to prevent the soil and
debris from being washed from the land and from being deposited in the river-channels.

On the steep hinterlands, where pasture cannot be held satisfactorily, large areas
must be retired from grazing by animals, protected from all fires, and either be regenerated
in native forest or be reafforested ; this will not only provide the necessary protective
covering, but in the years to come will supplement the nation’s sources of useful timber.
On sloping lands, where 1t is practicable to retain pasture, activities should be along
the lines of strengthening this pasture cover by reseeding, bv provision of fertilizers,
or by better methods of pasture management and better control of land use. In many
cases there are small isolated works, of holding slips, or plugging gullies, or retiring
small areas of steep slope. These may require in some instances modest engineering
works to save the soil, but it is evident that the greatest results will come from improve-
ments in the use of the land. The conditions referred to are the sources of much of the
soil and debris which pour down into the main river valleys to raise the beds of the
rivers and imperil by flood or deposit the richest of our low lands; it is from here that
our irreplaceable soil is lost; it is here that by good farming and conservation the
amount of rain which soaks into the soil can be increased and surface run-off of the
balance of the rain can be delayed so that it trickles rather than runs down erodible
slopes and stream beds ; from here flood crests can be lessened and the amount of soil
washed annually to sea can be decreased.

These are some of the problems which confront the Soil Conservation and Rivers
Control Council, but, with the assistance and cooperation of Government Departments,
Catchment Boards, local bodies, and landowners, a definite plan of campaign 18 emerging.
It is by the progressive exccution of such a plan that lasting benefit to the nation WIH
be achieved.

RATLWAY CONNTRUCTION -

Another important milestone in the history of railway coustruction in New Zealand
ras reached when the South Island Main Trunk Railway was opened for through traffic.
It was my privilege to drive the last spike on the 29th September, 1945, and subse-
quently the settlers of North Canterbury and Marlborough celebrated the long-
awaited occagion which marked the formal introduction of throuéh railway transport
facilities in these districts. In the last section of the line constructed a considerable
amount of tunnelling was necessary, and some of the tunnels are through unstable
and difficult country. Difficulties, to which I have alluded before, have been encountered,
and possibly later some further strengthening work will be required. This, it is thought,
will not necessitate any interruption of the service, and will be put in hand as labour
and materials permit.

Consequent upon the development of State housing projects in the Hutt Valley.,
existing railway facilities have had to be extended, and a regular service is now running
as far as Naenae Station, 1 mile 40 chains bey ond Waterloo. It is hoped that a smgle»
track to Taita Station, 1 mile 40 chains beyvond Naenae, will be completed soon.
Investigations are in hand in connection with several alternative schemes for extending
the line through the Taita Gorge to join the existing line near Silverstream.
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The shortage of cement seriously curtailed operations on the Turakina-Okoia
Railway Deviation, no cement deliveries being made from August, 1945, until January,
1946. From January onward work continued as limited supplies of cement hecame
available, and T am glad to say that the Turakina Tunnel, 6,830 ft. in length, is almost
completed, and good progress has been made with Fordell and Wangaehu Stations, the
Wangaehu Bridge, and the trimming of the formation in preparation for platelaying
by the Railway Department.

ROAD CONSTRUCTION

During the year road construction for the whole of New Zealand was on a very
moderate scale.

Fifty-five miles of formation, 98 miles of metalling, and 1,800 lineal feet of bridging
were completed, and general investigations and surveys have been carried out as
circumstances allowed and with the limited staff available.

IRRIGATION AND WATER-SUPPLY
As with the preceding year, the past irrigation season has been marked by unseasonal
rains and floods, lowering the demand for water and increasing the amount of maintenance.
necessary on most schemes.

Of considerable importance was the completion of the water-race system and the
initial operation of the Ashburton-Lyndhurst Scheme, where 699 acres of land prepared
by the border-dyke method were regularly irrigated and a further 705 acres of
unprepared land supplied at a time when crops were threatened by dry conditions which
prevailed at the end of the season. Preparation of land by the border-dyke method
continues with a view to eventually bringing a total of 68,000 acres under irrigation.

Construction on the Mayfield-Hinds Scheme, designed to irrigate an even greater
area—78,000 acres—is being pushed ahead as conditions permit.  Additional flood-
digcharge  siphons have heen installed on the Rangitata Diversion Race, and
investigation work for the Marlborough and Maniototo Irrigation Schemes is proceeding
as opportunity offers.

This year the Irrigation Engineer returned from visits to Australia and America,
where he made a comprehensive first-hand study of irrigation projects, methods, and
conditions over a very wide field. The experience and information so gained, when
co-ordinated with the regular investigations which are being carried out in this country,
will be of the utmost value to my Department and the Government in planning and
operating future irrigation schemes for the further develepment of our natural resources.

Considerable flood damage which occurred in the Downlands Water-supply Scheme
has been remedied. Progress on the important Wellington Water-supply Scheme has
g ) ‘ el PP
been hampered by the lack of technical stafl and skilled labour. However, much of the
3 ;
preliminary work, such as surveys, the construction of a two-mile aceess road to the
Weir Intake site and the erection of workmen’s accommodation has been carried out.

LANDS IMPROVEMENT

In the programme of work under this head there has been little variation from the
operations of the previous year, and the same difficulties of labour shortage and lack
of plant because of more urgent work have limited progress in the past year.

Steady progress was maintained on sand-dune reclamation at Woodhill-Helensville,
Maioro and Hokio (Manawatu) Schemes, whilst in the South Island the settlers of
Invercargill and Westport districts took full advantage of the Government’s land-clearing
scheme to increase production.
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PLANT AND MECHANICAL

The expansion of industries during the war has had a marked influence on the
‘demand for men trained in the mechanical trades and, despite the return of so many
men from the Armed Forces, a shortage still exists. Lack of these skilled men has some-
what held up work in the Department’s workshops, and, where possible, available firms
have been engaged to carry out certain work.

The role of mechanical equipment in an organization such as the Public Works
Department can scarcely be overemphasized. It not only reduces the cost and increases
the speed of many types of construction, but it ore@tly extends the range of economic
feasibility. Certain types of works would have been impossible without the aid of
machines, notably large drainage and river clearing works and others quite uneconomie,
such as stumping and land clearing for agricultural purposes. The use of mechanical
plant has reduced the physical demands on workmen and generally has improved the
working-conditions and lowered the risk of accident. Most important, perhaps, is the
strong interest of the younger generation, especmlly returned servicemen, in the use
and nmm’(onan(’e of ma(’hn‘erv of all kmds arising no doubt from the call for mental
as well as physical aptitude.

Before the war the Public Works Department had reached a high level of
mechanization with the best type of plant then available, but the extraordinary
demands of the war construction programme, coupled with the direct loss 6f much
plant to the Forces overseas, had, at the cessation of hostili ties, greatly weakened the
plant position.  Mechanical equipment played a prominent part n the prosecition of
the war, and when it ended I foresaw an exce ptional opportunity to replace much of
what we had lost.  Accordingly, my Chief Mechanical Engineer and other experts were
sent to the Pacific area, where arrangements were made for the purchase of a considerable
amount of plant and machinery from the American Forces. Most of this equipment
has reached New Zealand and has been examined and sorted for distribution to the
various districts as transport becomes available. I am pleased to be able to say that
the transaction was eminently satisfactory to both parties, and that as a result the
Department’s mechanical equipment has been restored to its pre-war efficiency, and, in
some respects, is now superior.  With the addition of certain itews still to arrive the
Department will possess sufficient equipment to enable it to undertake the large
programme of works which lie ahead.

I wish to acknowledge the loyal and efficient co-operation given by officers and
workmen throughout the whole of the Department.

In p(uhcuhr, I desire to place on record the Government’s appreciation of the
services of the following officers who have retired after completing forty years’ service :—
Mr. W. L. Newnham, Engineer-in-Chief ; Mr. T. M. Ball, Assisbant Engineer-in-Chief ;
Mr. H. Watkinson, Inspecting Engineer; Mr. John Thompson, Divisional Officer ;
Mr. V. C. Curtis, Chief Clerk, Christchurch ; Mr. G. F. Jackson, Roads Clerk, Head
Office.

Further information relating to public works carried out during the past year is
included in the attached reports by the Engineer-in-Chief, the Government Architect,
and the Director of Housing Construction.

The report of the Chief Electrical Engineer, which hitherto was attached to the
Public Works Statement, is being submitted aepara‘oelv this year in view of the
constitution of the State Hydm -electric Department, and will be included in
parliamentary paper D.—4.

In accordance with section 24 of the Main Highways Act, 1922, the annual report
of the Main Highways Board for the year ended 31st March, 1946, is also submitted
herewith, vide Appendix E.

As required by subsection (2) of section 33 of the Soil Conservation and Rivers
Control Act, 1941, I also submit with this statement the annual report of the Soil
Conservation and Rivers Control Council covering the operations of the Council for the
year ended 31lst March, 1946.

R. SEMPLE,
Minister of Works.
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PUBLIC WORKS STATEMENT, 1946

APPENDIX A

AUDITED STATEMENT OF EXPENDITURE ON PUBLIC
WORKS OUT OF THE PUBLIC WORKS ACCOUNT
AND ELECTRIC SUPPLY ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR
1945-46

Prepared tn complionce with Section 8 of the Public Works Act, 1928

Public Works Department, Wellington,
17th June, 1946.

SIR,—

Tn compliance with the eighth section of the Public Works Act, 1923, T enclose
a statement of the expenditure during the preceding financial year on all works and
services chargeable to the Public Works Account and to the Electric Supply Account.

T have, &ec.,
R. SEMPLE,
Minister of Works.
The Controller and Auditor-General, Wellington.
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STATEMENT OF KXPENDITURE ON ALL WORKS AND SERVICES CHARGEABLE TO THE
PusLic WorkS AccOUNT AND ELECTRIC SUPPLY ACCOUNT FOR THE YEAR 1945-46

Appropriation. o

_ i Expenditure.
|

£ £ s. d.

Railway Construction 211,000 308,060 8 B
Housing Construction 5,590,000 5,709,995 3 2
Public Buildings 780,000 665,263 13 9
Education Buildings 1,205,000 1,187,822 19 11
Lighthouses and Harbour-works 47,350 11,693 4 2
Roads, &e. .. 210,000 171,603 12 1
Soil Conservation and Rlvers Control 200,000 212,271 9 6
Lands, Miscellaneous. . . 57,540 59,690 11 11
Irrigation, Watez- supply, and Dram%e 640,670 390,312 15 0
Linen Flax Development . 536,917 403,809 5 8
Unauthorized expenditure : Services not provided | 140 0 O

for :

Totals, Public Works Account 9,478,477 9,120,563 3 7

Electriec Supply Account .. 5,016,934 4,341,199 5 9
Totals 14,495,411 13,461,752 9 4

Nore.—This statement includes only the expenditure on works, and does not include
expenditure such as interest, sinking funds, and charges and expenses of loans.

J. W. Scorr, A.R.AN.Z.,

Chief Accountant.

W. L. New~mam, M.Inst.C.E.,

Permanent Head.

The Statement of Expenditure charged to the Public Works Account and the Electric
Supply Account has been examined and found correct.—J. P. RuTHERFORD, Controller

and Auditor-General.
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“APPENDIX B

ANNUAL REPORT ON PUBLIC WORKS BY THE
ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF

The ENGINEER-IN-CHIEF to the Hon. the MiNisTER oF WORKS.

SIr,—
I have the honour to submit the following report on the various public works
* .completed and in progress throughout the Dominion during the year ended 31st March,
1946 :—
RATLWAYS

Turakina—Okoia Railway Deviation.—Tunnel reconstruction was well in hand at
the beginning of the year, but the increasing shortage of cement seriously curtailed
operations until August, 1945, when the supply ceased. No further cement deliveries
were made until January, 1946. Meanwhile the workmen were, as far as possible,
employed on alternative work, including highway maintenance, until October, when
key tunnel-workers and maintenance tradesmen only were retained.

As cement became available from January, 1946, onward, tunnel-work was
continued on a reduced scale, and the Turakina Tunnel, 6,830 ft. long, 1s almost
-completed.

Good progress has heen made with the construction of both the Fordell and
Wangaehu Stations.

The launching of the Wangaehu Bridge was achieved early in the year, but the
pier extensions have yet to be completed.

The approaches, formation, metalling, and fencing of Wangaehu overbridge are
completed, and the strenﬂthemnw of one pier of Turakina Bridge is well advanced.

Formation trimming “has been commenced at the northern end in preparation for
platelaying, to be undertaken by the Railway Department.

Hutt Valley Razlway Ewxtension.—The train is now running as far as Naenae Station
(Park Road), 1} miles beyond Waterloo Station. In the near future it is hoped to
extend a single track for approximately 1 mile 40 chains to Taita Station, up to which
formation was completed this year.

Temporary raillway platforms and stations have been constructed at Epuni and
Naenae. At Taita metalling of the station-yard in readiness for track laying has been
completed.

Test piles have been driven on the sites of railway overbridges at Waterloo, Park
Avenue, Cemetery Road, and Taita Road, and investigations in connection with several
alternative schemes for the proposed extension of the railway through Taita Gorge to-
Silverstreani—a distance of approximately 3} miles from Taita Station—are proceeding.

South Island Main Trunk.—The last spike was driven on 29th September, 1945,
and the completed line opened for through traffic on 156th December. During the year
ballasting and platelaying were completed and general cleaning up effected ; 16,597
cubic yards of ballast was spread and packed, 2 miles 31 chains of platelaying laid,
and 622 feet of culverting constructed.

On the Kaikoura section construction continues on the Hapuka Stopbank where
approximately 45 chains of stone pitching and 1,280 cubic yards of mass concrete block
construction have been completed to date and for the year 44,000 cubic yards of filling

laced.
P On the Hundalee—Puketa Section 92 chains of tunnel barrel extension in the open
has been completed and 34 lineal feet of contmuous invert constructed in Amuri Tunnel.

Work on sea and river protection is in hand, 7 chains of concrete seawall having
been finished.
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HYDRO-ELECTRIC DEVELOPMENT : CONSTRUCTION WORKS

Waikareimoana Upper Developmment.—Construction continues as speedily as
conditions will permit, March, 1947, being the target date set for the completion of this
work.

The first turbine for installation in the recently completed power-house is due
to arrive in New Zealand in July, the second following three months later.

By December, 1946, it is anticipated that the 10-ft.-diameter pressure tunnel between
the headgates shaft and the intake structure will he completed. The latter has not
been commenced, but no great difficulties are anticipated in construction.

Of the 6,000 ft. of 7-ft.-diameter welded pipe required for the pipe-line, none has yet
been manufactured ; but the contractor’s installations are almost ready.

For grouting and investigations, 90,219 lineal feet of boring has been completed
and 4,850 cubie yards of grout, requiring 4,490 tons of cement, were injected during
the year.

Work has been completed on the twin tunnels from the portals to the headgate
shafts, a total length of 806-5 ft. having been excavated and concrete lined during the
vear. To expedite construction, tunnelling operations have been carried on continuously
since November, 1945—twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week—No. 1 tunnel
reaching completion by 16th January and No. 2 tunnel by 17th February, 1946.

The twin 8-ft.-diameter tunnels will be merged into a single 10-ft.-diameter tunnel
near the intake at a point some 90 ft. on the lake side of headgates shafts, and since
February, 1946, the excavation and lining of this length of No. 1 tunnel only has been
pushed ahead continuously. No. 1 headgate shaft was sunk to the required level—
1,945-8 ft.—by 17th July, 1945, and No. 2 headgate shaft completed under difficulties
by 12th February, all being in readiness for concrete-pouring by the end of March.

Concrete placed per lineal foot of tunnel averaged 2-13 cubic yards in each tunnel,
and grouting behind the tunnel lining utilized 1,800 cubic yards of grout for 1,306 lineal
feet of tunnel and 40,711 ft. of boring, of which 16,289 ft. was reboring. The maximum
flow of water in tunnels while under construction was 16 cusecs. Six standard
penstock pedestals were concreted and the penstock *“ raft ”” section excavation and that
for all anchor blocks was completed.

In the construction of the tailrace 990 cubic yards of concrete were placed.
Concreting of the power-house building was completed in February, 1946, and the
80-ton overhead crane has been erected and is now in use.

Considerable progress has been made with the outdoor substation structures,
724 cubic yards of concrete being placed. N

Work on the Kaitawa weir and canal widening is proceeding satisfactorily, and water
was turned through the H00-ft.-long fluming in February, 1946.

To increase the quantity of water available for the existing Tuai and Piripaua
Stations, three 4-ff.-diameter steel siphons have been installed at the outlet to the
lake, and these have operated most satisfactorily. The necessity for difficult coffer-dam
work was eliminated by the unusually low lake-levels.

Investigating work for future leak-sealing in the outlet barrier consisted of
driving eight test bores in the vieinity of the outlet and forming access roads for boring
machinery over the whole outlet leakage area.

Karapiro Developmient.—The major part of the excavation has been completed
including an additional extension to the gravity extension at the right abutment, the
excavation of the core walls at both abutments, and the foundations of the draught-tube
extension, where it was necessary to cut 10 ft. below sea-level in certain parts to obtain
solid. Up to 31st March, 1946, 575.000 cubic yards of spoil have been excavated and
191,930 cubic yards of concrete placed, 60 per cent. of which was included in the main
struetures.
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Owing to slips, additional excavation was necessary for the low-level road. the base-
course metalling of which has now been laid.

All that remained of consolidation grouting was completed with the finishing of
the left abutment, though 20 per cent. of the curtain-wall grouting remains to be done.

During the year the power-house structure concreting was completed, the roof
asphalted, and 80 per cent. of the internal and external plastering done ; the finishing
of the interior—such. as lining and painting—and the oftice block are well in hand.

The scroll-case draught-tube liner, &c., for No. 1 unit and the six concrete draught-
tube gates were installed, and the erection Of scroll case No. 2 and draught-tube extensions
is under way.

All but 10 per cent. of the work on the spillway section of the dam and siphons has
been completed, the work in hand being the side walls and end wingwalls of the spillway,
a footpath, and hand-railing. The mntake section is 80 per cent. complete, with
40,500 cubic yards of concrete placed. The arch section has been completed to a level
20 ft. below the roadway over the dam, with 85,500 cubie vards of concrete pluced 1o
date.

Left and right abutments and 0‘1’(Witv extensions have almost reached complotion,
as has the core wall, which can now he joined into the two abutments.

Preparations are in hand for the sand blagting and painting of the penstock steed
linings, the installation and welding of the auxiliary penstocks Cand by-pass pipes haviig
been done during the year.

1

The outdoor station main structures have heen completed and the surrowis

levelled for grassing.

Work was commenced during the year on the l{:u‘upim Stream side of
Tunakawa--Karapiro Ridge. To date, 60 per cent. of the 3 porous-conerete pities
have been cast, 200 ft. of drain with filter comleted, £00 ft. of outlet drains laid, a1
two 90 degree V-notch weirs have been constructed at the outlets of the drain.

A 7% ton radial cableway was erected during the year, this being used muiin
the concreting of the arch and left abutment sections.

In the permanent village, levelling, grassing, kerbing, and channelling continues
with 20 per cent. of the work yet to be done. The erection of the substation ami
hose-reel hounse 1s in hand.

The Little Waipa, Pairere, and Maungatautari road deviations were completed
during the year, and on the State highway deviation of approximately 1 mile in length
some 100,000 cubic yards of earthwork was moved. Work is now in hand on base-cour-»
metalling. Maungatautari Bridge—730 ft. long—is well advanced, foundation work,
all piers, and two 60 ft. reinforced-concrete spans being completed.

Some 17,000 cubic yards of stone have been won from the old departmental guarry
at Horahora, recently reopened to provide material for stone pitching future submerged
portions of fills and for base courses.

Incidental structural work for No. b unit at Arapuni power-house was commenced
during the year and is almost completed.

The maximum number of men employed during the year was 1,136, the averags
1,035, of which 135 were carpenters, 230 tradcbmcn other than carpenters, and 679)
labourers. The highest employment figure for carpenters was 180 for July, dropping
to 95 in March. The abolition of man-power control made it difficult to obtain
tradesmen, particularly carpenters. Records show that 8-3 per cent. of total available
time worked was lost through absenteeism.
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Maraetar Scheme.—Most of the work for the year was of a preliminary nature,
good progress being made with access roading, temporary bridging, extensive surveys,
and Investigations.

Work was commenced on rock excavations for the inlet and outlet ends of the
diversion tunnel.

Although mechanical means were fully employed, the shortage of artisans was a
handicayp.

Highbank Power Scheme.—The power-station operated during the winter of 1945.
An extra 150 ft. has been added to the concrete lining of the tailrace, and the con-
struction of a new access roadway to the station is now in hand. Certain permanent
village buildings damaged by the flood of 1945 were resited, and a new water-supply,
drainage, and roading has been completed.

Lake Tekapo Scheme.——During the past year progress has been difficult owing to
loose and broken country above the old test drive, and the presence of a seam of large
boulders requiring boring and shooting. The seam is gradually lifting, and the shield
should soon pass under 1t. Certain mechanical difficulties have been experienced with
the shield, but these have largely been overcome, and the experience gained with this
shield 1s built into a second shield which has been manufactured at Temuka Workshops
and erected in the gate-shaft chamber at the lake end of the tunnel. A ventilation
system has also been installed.

Detailed surveys have been carried out for the siting of the power-house, surge
chamber, tailrace, and the dock-site for the section of the tunnel intake which is to be
built and floated into position. A rotary screen, belt-conveyers, new sand-wash, and
new batching-plant have been installed, and sufficient washed and sereened stock pile
of conerete ageregates is available for winter months.

(eneral maintenance and Improvements have been carried out on roads,
accommodation, and facilities.

Black Jack’s Point Schewne : Waitaki River.—A contract has been let for metalling
16 miles of access road to the proposed site.  The design for a suspension bridge is under
consideration.

Cubb  River Schenme.— Work during the year covered further investigations of
the foundations on the dam-site, with a view to the further development of this
useful scheme.” As in the past, difficult conditions were met in the exploration shafts,
due to water inflow. An average of 53 men was employed. Routine maintenance was
carried out on access roads and workmen’s accommodation.

IRRIGATION

In both Otago and Canterbury, wet winter and spring conditions increased the
amount of maintenance work necessary on some schemes. Further flooding after the
major flood of 1945 caused damage in particular localities in Canterbury, and the whole
irrigation season in Otago was characterized by unusually heavy rains, which
continued into January. In the first five months of the season, commencing September,
1945, the Alexandra rainfall amounted to 72 per cent. of the annual average.

Central Otago.—The sales on the Omakau Scheme, operating on a demand basis,
improved upon last year’s figures, being 6,518 acre/fect, compared with 3,624 acre/feet
for 1945.

New construction work was limited to minor extensions on the Ida Valley Scheme
and shortage of casual labour hampered maintenance work in the off-season.

Further surveys and investigations for the proposed Maniototo Scheme were
undertaken.
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The number of irrigators has increased from 443 (1944-45) to 445. Out of twelve
schemes commanding a total of 53,000 acres, 43,832 acres were actually irrigated in the-
1945-46 season.

The financial statement for Central Otago Schemes shows revenue at £24,700 and
working-expenses £29,778, which include the cost of a new raceman’s cottage and £800
for pipe-line replacements. The loss there is £5,078.

Rates collected have decreased from £26,616 (1945) to £24,566 (1946).

The termn of irrigation agreements in various schemes has now expired and the
question of future irrigation charges s belng investigated, so that new agreements can be
made.

Canterbury.—This year saw the completion of the waste-race system and initial
operation of the Ashburton-Lyndhurst Irrigation Scheme; also the installation of
additional flood-discharge siphons on the Rangitata diversion race.

Levels Irrigation Scheme—commanding 12,000 acres—has been in operation eight
years. This year 1,780 acres were irrigated for a revenue of £402 from forty-three
wrrigators.  Working-expenses, £2,877.

Redeliff Scheme—commanding 4,600 acres—has been in operation nine years.
Twenty-eight acres were irrigated this year for a revenue of £54 from two irrigators.
Working-expenses, £858. Irrigation has been effected by rainfall and the prevalent
high ground-water conditions.

Ashburton-Lyndhurst Scheme—conunanding 638,000 acres—commeneed operation
this year, irrigating 1,404 acres for a revenue of £428 from thirtv-six irrigators.  Working-
expenses were £7,279.

Water was applied regularly to 699 acres previously prepared by the border-dyke
method.  Unprepared arcas also received water to save turnip crops duaring dry conditions
at the end of the season.

Whilst the waste-race systemr was proceéding to completion, extra flood-discharge
siphons were installed on many points of the scheme, and work was carried out on smalil
race extensions, of which oue only remains to be completed.

Mayfield-Hinds Scheme—eventually to provide for 78.000 acres—is under con-
struction, work being confined to small concrete structures on the race reticulation. No
start has been made on the intuke works, but extra camps have been set up te
accommodate scasonal workers expected during the winter season.

Rangitata Diversion Race.—Additional flood-discharge siphons have been installed.
and the repair and strengthening of concrete protective work on the crossings of the
North and South Ashburton and South Hinds Rivers has been completed. Maintenance
on the race section and banks is being carried out. Access crossings, fencing, and the
erection of a control-gear structure have been completed.

Marlborough.—Systematic water level readings were taken in the Wairau River
during the year in connection with the proposed Marlborough Irrigation Scheme.

WATER-SUPPLY
Downlands Water-supply.—A considerable amount of flood damage occurred during
the flood which followed the major flooding of Fehruary, 1945.

It was necessary to re-establish No. 1 sub-main crossing over the Opihi River, where
several piers were washed away, and also the main crossing of the North and South
Pareora Rivers. Recaulking of the main pipe-line has been effected over 2§ miles, and
general maintenance and operation of the scheme undertaken.
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Wellington Water-supply.—Progress on this most important scheme has been
hampered by the lack of technical staff and skilled labour.

Survey work has continued slowly, and a limited amount of testing of construction
materials has been possible. A technical Committee, consisting of officers of the
Wellington City Council and Public Works Department, has been set up to co-ordinate
and decide upon technical matters relating to the execution of the work.

At Kaitoke a camp to accommodate one hundred men has been erected, and part .
of the Trentham Military Camp has been taken over as central headquarters for the job.

A two-mile access road has been constructed through bush to the Weir intake-site.
Thirty-four miles of steel pipe, mostly 36 in. diameter, will be required for the whole job,
and details for letting a contract for 104 miles are almost complete.

COAL-PRODUCTION

Work was continued on coal-winning from opencast mines at Glen Afton, Glen
Massey, Waitewhena, Stockton, and Ohai, preduction being affected by adverse climatic
conditions and heavy rain.

During August a new mine was opened up at Wangaloa, where development involved
the construction of 1% miles of access roading, a railway siding, screening-plant, and
accommodation for workmen. Up to the end of March 60,000 cubic yards of overburden
were removed and 3,632 tons of coal extracted.

At Glen Massey 267,480 cubic yards of overburden have been removed for the
extraction of 44,881 tons of coal, at Glen Afton 372,260 cubic yards of overburden for
32,583 tons of coal, and at Waitewhena 227,688 cubic yards of overburden for 42,813
tons of coal.

LIGHTHOUSES AND HARBOUR-WORKS

Improvements, renovations, and maintenance of lighthouses and attached buildings
have been carried out during the year, together \wth routine overhaul of equlpment
A light access road has been completed at Moeraki Lighthouse, a complete water-supply,
sewage dlsposdl and drainage system installed at Portland Island Lighthouse, and the
electrification of Godley Head Lighthouse commenced.

In genexal, living accommodation has been made more comfortable and access and
services improved.

Marker buoys have been installed in the Kaipara Harbour, whilst at Waikokopu a
launch jetty has been constructed and a start made on the demolition of the wharf.

Extensive repair work was carried out on the Hokitika Wharf, involving the placing
of 2,000 tons of quarry stone, driving 1,000 lineal feet of piling, and placing 3,000 superficial
feet of timber. The collapsed portion of the wharf was dismantled.

AERODROMES

In marked contrast with previous years of rapid expansion, the year showed little
activity in aerodrome work. This was to be expected as hostilities drew to a close.

As from September, 1945, the responsibility for maintenance of R.N.Z.A.F. stations
veverted to the Department, though staffs employed were largely personnel from
R.N.Z.A.F. Works Maintenance Unit.

Wigram.—A new flying-field was completed, and subsequently extensive main-
tenance was necessary to remedy boggy areas and eradicate grass-grub infestation.
Work on the control tower was well advanced, and general maintenance of the whole
field and residences undertaken.

Harewood.—General maintenance of the whole field has been carried out. Many of
the station buildings have been handed over to the Christchurch City Council for transit
housing.
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Weedons.—Maintenance, including the resealing of the parade-ground, hax heen
effected.

Timarn.—Heavy flooding resulted in damage to the surface and stop-banks. Main-
tenance along economical lines continues. The survey for an alternative site is as
present under way.

In all other districts routine maintenance, and in some cases resowing. took plaece,

LAND IMPROVEMENTS

Whangarei Sub-district.—Very little work was carried out during the vear, although
tentative reports on water-supply schemes in various parts of the district were submitte:d
at the instigation of farming organizations and local authorities.

Kaipara Harbowr Reclamation.—A new stop-bank and floodgate were constructed.
in addition to general maintenance.

Sand-dune Reclamation.—Depending upon the availability of man-power, work at
reclamation areas, with the exception of Kaipara Heads, progressed steadily during the
vear. Stocks of seedlings have been built up, general maintenance and cultivation
carried out, and fire-protection measures taken.

At Woodhill-Helensville reclamation line-clearing for the yvear totalled 1,107 miles :
line-cutting, 172 miles ; internal roading, 11 miles; and 212,000 trees were planted.
In the Woodhill nursery 286,690 trees were lined out.

At Maioro sand-dune reclamation 233 acres of Marram-grass were planted. 410 acrex
sown in lupin, 291,000 seedlings lined out, and 85,700 trees planted.

On the Hokio-Manawatu area 64} acres were planted during the year. using
57,800 two-year-old pinus and macrocarpa trees. In the nursery, 72,900 trees were
lined out. Of a total of 1,500 acres, 75 acres only remain to be fixed with lupin and
marram. All the best areas, a total of approximately 1,200 acres, have been planted
in trees.

Land Clearing—7Full advantage is being taken by settlers of the opportunity te
increase production through land clearing. Operations continue over widely scattered
areas. and mainly in the Invercargill and Westport districts. Unfortunately. work has
sometimes been handicapped during the most favourable time of the year due to plant
being required upon more urgent works.

In the Westport area during the past year sixty-four jobs were completed.
involving land clearing, 339 acres: disking, 46 acres; harrowing, % acres: disk-
ploughing, 9 acres; clearing of new fence-lines, 129 chains. Machine costs for the
year were £686 ; total expenditure, £907 ; and total recoveries, £956.

In the Invercargill district, besides a considerable amount of levelling and filling
of sections, 1,809% acres were cleared, 8 miles of track formed, 43 miles of drainage
channels completed, and 2 miles 60 chaing of stop-banks raised. Total expenditure
amounted to £11,493, and recoveries £13,133. Since the inception of the scheme, 6,292
acres have been cleared.

Berwick State Forest.—Roading and draining of the State Forest Service’s new
property at Berwick and construction there of a permanent staff camyp were undertaker..
The camp-site has been levelled and terraced, one mile of road formed and lightly
gravelled, and 10 chains of 24 ft. by 6 ft. creek channel excavated. One mile of
road is under construction.

HOUSING SERVICES CONSTRUCTION

In housing districts where the scope of work permits the use of plant to any extent,
the Public Works Department performs a considerable amount of work on road-
formation, footpath and kerb construction, and services installation. In the Hutt
Valley all this work is done by the Public Works Department, and in Auckland
approximately half. Construction of kerbs, channels, and concrete footpaths was
curtailed by the shortage of cement, though good progress was maintained in all other
work.
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In the Hutt Valley, where 1,500 sections were made available for building purposes
during the year, road-formation amounted to 556 chains, sealing 107,860 square yards,
and 122,478 lineal feet of sewers, water-mains, and drains were laid.

In “ ellington City, amongst other items, 10 acres of land were cleared, 56 chains
of road formed, 41,074 square yards of road sealed, approximately 31,000 lineal feet of
water-mains, sewers, and drains laid, and 10,510 square yards of footpaths constructed.

CONSTRUCTION AND IMPROVEMENT OF ROADS

Except in Westland County, where an average of sixty-five men was emploved .
continuously en the Jackson’s Bay — Haast Section of the Main South Road, extensive
road-construction was not carried out during the past year. Routine maintenance on
all road surfaces and work on widening and re-forming existing roads and constructing
acecess roads to coalfields, timber areas, and farm wTrlem(mth was continued.

Flood damage Wns‘ fairly general, closing the Makarora-Haast Road and necessitating
the construction of 72 chains of deviation on the Awahokomo Road.

On the Jackson’s Bay — Haast Section, 76 chains of road was formed and a road
opened to Haast. The Hindley Creek and Potter’s Creek bridges and one at 13 miles
23 chaing were completed, and a temporary bridee built over the North flood channel
at Arawhata.

Work completed throughout New Zealand for the vear totalled 55 miles of
formation, 98 miles of metalling, approximately 9.200ft. of culverts, and 1,200 lineal
feet of bridging.

PLANT AND MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT

The return to normal activity within the Department following the cessation of
hostilities has not been achieved as rapidly as was expected.

Though many of the mechanical engineering staft have been demobilized, compared
with those mobilized, the nmwbers retur ning to the Dopalt'm nt are few, and it is
unfortunate that the suitable mechanical stafl’ required by the Department find wore
favourable conditions prevailing in the outside engineering world.

This factor, conpled with the relaxation of nan-power mntwl has considerably
zZeryou the planned establishment of the new mechanieal workshops.  The establishment
of the zone x‘mrkshops 15, nevertheless, proceeding according to plan, and when fully
staffed and equipped should enable the Department to handle the bulk of its repair-
work.

The return from Americs and the Pucitle of the Chief Mechanical Eugineer has
resulted in the acquisiion by the Department of a large quantity of-ewrth-moving
plant and workshops equipment.  The foresight shown in arranging this purchase wiil
aid materially the furtherance of the ten-year plan recently announced.

The plant received for this and other Government Departments comprises large
and medium crawler-type tractors, excavators, carry-all scrapers, scoops, power-graders,
road machinery, loaders, and bitumen-spraying plant. Much is ready for immediate
use. but a percentage requires reconditioning, and that iy heing put in hand now to
facilitate the replacement of existing mechanical equipment long in need of overhaul.

Generally, the mechanical condition of plant in New Zealand is in direct ratio to
the supply of spare parts and the avaibility of man-power in the engineering trade.
As in the past, the Department still has to produce certain consumable spares, not
obtainable from overseas, by manufacture in its own shops when practicable and
economic.

From a mechanical standpoint the major works on the Waikato River and at
Waikaremoana have been well maintained, no serious holdups being experienced. A
certain amount of mechanical trouble met with at the Tekapo scheme has been
gradually overcome.
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The rehabilitation of returned servicemen through adult apprenticeship has been
carried out, a large number of men being profitably redirected into industry under this
scheme.

Regular maintenance and inspection of all general plant throughout the year has
resulted in a gradual return to the high pre-war level of plant efficiency.

The value of the zoning system of plant has been further demonstrated during the
vear. The increased facility with which concentration of plant can be made where
required from the total departmental resources, and at the same time control effected
over plant repairs so as to ensure that all labour and spare parts are utilized on machines
required on highest priority works is most gratifying. The zone control is producing
the maximum machie-hours for all operational machines and consistently directing
the flow of materials to maintain the present equipment in good operational condition.

DEFENCE WORKS

The cessation of hostilities has reduced the scope of construction work necessary
for defence to such an extent that the completion of work at the Devonport Naval Base
and on certain gun emplacements elsewhere are the only items worthy of mention.

The usual Ueneml maintenance on the grounds and buildings of remaining service
camps, not dlspoxed of by the War Assets Realization Board, the demolition of air-raid
shelters, road-blocks, and general defence works, and the restoration of parks and school
grounds, continues. General improvements have been effected at the Polish Children’s
C‘Lun Pahiatua.

At Devonport Naval Base the Department was called upon to undertake extensive
additions to workshops, berthage, and oil-storage facilities.

A new reinforced-concrete breastwork, 800 ft. long and 2% ft. wide, with provision
for a 10-ton travelling crane, is almost complete. The berthage has been dredged to give
a depth at low water of 18 ft., the spoil being used for reclamation; as soon as
the Stanley Bay Wharf has been rebuilt on a new site the a )pmachox will be put in
hand. Adjacent to the breastwork a new repair boiler-shop, 450 ft. by 80 ft. has been
constructed to house modern machine tools required for major repairs and refits.

Considerations of space and vulnerability against enemy attack led to the adoption
of an underground layout for the bulk fuel-storage extension. As far as this country
is concerned the type of construction ix unique, presenting new construction problems.

Based on an Admiralty design modified to suit local conditions, the layout consists,
initially. of four underground concrete-lined storage tunnels. approximately 30 ft. in
diameter 380 ft. long, and with a capacity of 24,000 tons of fuel ml.

To prevent the development of eracks due to cooling and shrinkage of conerete,
elaborate precautions, when placing the unremforced-conerete liming, were necessary.
The effectiveness of the measures adopted was demonstrated when tht‘ first tunnel was
put under a full test head of water, leakage being surprisingly small. The new works
also included nuderground substation pumps for new tanks, tunnel access to Ngatarine
Bay, and extensive store buildings.

The manufacture of furniture and conerete products at Featherston Prisoner of War
Camp ceased when the Japanese prisoners were repatriated last Decembor.

. STAFF

I take this opportunity of expressing my appreciation of the loval and efticient
service rendered bv the staff throughout the year.

The return of many who had been on serviee with the Armed Forees was 2 matter
for gratification.  With their services available to the Departuient. the execution of
- the l:n?g_{e programme of work envisaged in the near future will be greatly facilitated.

I have, &e.,
Laxepriy, A M Inst.C Y
Acfing—Engmm*—ln—\,‘hiefl
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APPENDIX C

ANNUAL REPORT ON BUILDINGS BY THE GOVERNMENT
ARCHITECT '

The (GOVERNMENT ARCHITECT to the Hon. the MINISTER oF WORKS.
SIR,— ,
I have the honour to submit the following report on the activities of the
Architectural Division for the year ended 31st March, 1946 :—

During the year and in conformity with the reorganization of the Department
this Division has decentralized to three zones, each including two engineering districts,
and District Architects have been appointed and staffs set up in Auckland, Wellington,
and Christchurch, whilst Resident Architects, acting under these main centres, have
also been established at Hamilton, Palmerston North, and Dunedin. The results have
heen beneficial to all concerned and greater efficiency and expedition in the handling
of works is already evident. Details of a full establishment to give 100 per cent. service
to the Government have been drawn up, but it is expected that some time will elapse
before this objective can be reached, as the necessary skilled and experienced staff,
both professional and technical, as is common in other activities, is not yvet available.
Howerver, training schemes are in operation both for new appointees and rehahilitation
assistance for returned soldiers, and it is expected that a flow of these young men will
be progressively coming forward with benefit to the architectural work of the Govern-
ment and the Department. Training of apprentices and building overseers is also being
taken in hand, and it is expected to build up a division of highly trained supérvisory*
and mspectoml staff to fully and adequately supervise all building construction work,
which will ensure that our plans and specifications are properly carried out.

Working drawings were prepared for buildings of a total value of £563,231. 1In
addition, sketch plans were prepared for buildings and ancillary works of a total value
of £1,103,139.

Wherever possible and when suitable, use has been made of buildings erected for
Service purposes and prefabricated steel huts ex-Pacific, the records and information
of the War Assets Realization Board being available for this purpose. My officers are
also called upon to assist with professional advice and technical investigations in

" connection with earthquake damage and restorations, with the Commissioner of Works,

the War Assets Realization Board, the Standards Institute, the War Damage Com-
mission, with research work, and schemes submitted to the Local Government Loans
Board for report and examination.

The closest liaison is maintained with the Administration, Engineering, and the
Housing Divisions, whose officers co-operate with mine in a most satisfactory manner,
their services being utilized to the full in a consultant capacity.

In addition to certain defence works, costmg about £396,000, the following works
were carried out i —

Department of Agnculture.——Acoommodatmn has been provided for the Animal
Research Station at Manutuke, near Gisborne, and a library block fitted up at Ruakura
Animal Research Station. A small apimal laboratory is in hand at Wallaceville ; office
accommodation has been provided for Plant Research at Hall’s farm and the installation
of agitators and alterations to existing plant undertaken at Te Kauwhata Winery.

Renovations have been carried out to the Stock Inspector’s residence at Lumsden,
and alterations to the Stock Inspector’s residence at Otautau are in hand.
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Air Departiment.—A new signals area for flying control has been completed at
Gisborne Aerodrome and a new control tower is in course of erection at Wigram.
General maintenance has been carried out at Rukuhia Aerodrome, Te Rapa Stores
Depot, and at Central Camp.

Army Department.—The erection of six ‘large store buildings, ex-Waterloo,
Pahautanui, and McKay’s Crossing, at Trentham Military Camp has been completed.
A new fire-station at Hopu Hopu Military Camp, Ngaruawahia, has heen completed,
and the installation of fire-fighting mains is well in hand. Additions to the Ordnance
Stores have been carried out and tenders have been called for the installation of a
sprinkler system.

Earthquake repairs have been carried out to the Artillery and Garrison Halls,
Buckle Street, Wellington.

Broadcasting Department.—Renovations to Station 3ZR, Greymouth, and broad-
casting studio at Invercargill have been carried out, and additions to residence at 4YA,
Higheliff, Dunedin, have been completed.

Customs Department.—Renovations have been carried out to the Westport office
and the residence for the Collector of Customs at Greymouth.

Education Department.—The lodge was completed at Lincoln College, and works
of a minor nature were completed at Gore High School, Greymouth Technical School,
Hokitika School, Westport Technical School, and the boys’ and girls’ high schools at
Whangarei. A tender has been accepted for the erection of additional accommodation
at Massey College, Palmerston North, for male students.

The new Wellington Girls’ College, Lower Hutt Intermediate School, and a new
dormitory block at the Burwood Girls’ Home are under construction.

Government Buildings.—Reconstruction of the Manawatu building to provide
office accommodation for various Departments in Palmerston North is well in hand.
Repairs, renovations, and rearrangement of offices at Hamilton, Hokitika, and
Invercargill have been completed.

Government Life Insurance Office—Renovations have been completed to the
Greymouth Office. .

Health Department.—A new nurses’ home providing accommodation for seventy
beds and a bulk store at Nelson Hospital have been completed ; a new kitchen for the
nurses’ home is under construction. Extensions to the dining-room at Hanmer Hospital
have been completed and the male massage block and additions to the quiet-room ara
under construction. Renovations have been completed to the Caccia Birch Convalescent
Home for nurses at Palmerston North.

Earthquake repairs and renovations have been carried out at St. Helens Hospital,

. . . :
Wellington, and alterations and renovations completed at the St. Helens Hospital at
Invercargill.

Additional accommodation has been provided at the children’s health camp at
Maunu.

Alterations to the District Nurse’s cottage at Hikurangi have been earried out and
a new residence for the Distriet Nurse at Oruru is nearing completion.

Energency block No. 2 at Burwood Hospital is nearing conmpletion.

A tender hag been accepted for the new St. Helens Hospital at Christchureh.

A new residence for the District Nurse at National Park 13 in course of erection,
utilizing prison labour.
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Internal Affairs Departinent.—Repairs have heen carried out to explosive magazines
at Greymouth and Westport and to the custodian’s residence at Hokitika. Restoration
work 1s In hand at Pompallier House, Russell. A new soldiers’ cemetery has been laid
out, at Hamilton Fast. A number of permanent graves have been constructed and
temporary crosses provided as required.

Marketing Departinent.—Extensions to the staff quarters and sundry works at
the dehydration factory at Riccarton, Christchurch, have been completed, a cafeteria,
kitchen, and lavatory block erected at Hastings utilizing R.N.Z.AF. standard hutments,
and additions to the cafeteria and boiler-house at the Pukekohe Dehydration Factory
have heen ecarried out.  Two wool-stores have heen erected at Port Ahuriri, Napier,
using " W 7 type warehouse panels ex-Pacific.

Islund Territories Departinent.—A new sanatorium, which was designed in New
Zealand, has been erected in Rarotonga.

Justice and Prisons Departieent.—Repairs and renovations have been carried out
to Cowrthouses at Bluff, Dargaville, Gore, Invercargill, Kaeo, Otautau, Reefton,
Te Awamutu, Westport, Winton, Cambridge, and Hamilton. Repairs and renovations
have been carried out at the Borstal stitution at Invercargill and new farm buildings
have been erected at the Arohata Borstal Institution, Wellington, utilizing prison labour.
A tobacco-curing barn, the nstallation of new ovens, and the reconditioning of existing
equipmient at Waikeria Borstal Institution have been completed.

Land and Income Tax Department.—Office accommodation has been fitted up at
Dunedin, Invercargill, and Whangarei. Similar work is in hand at Christchurch,
Greymouth, Nelson, New Plymouth, and Wanganui, and tenders have been called for
the fitting-up of offices at Timaru.

Lands and Survey Departinent.—Office accommodation hasg been fitted up for the
Land Sales Branch at Hamilton and alterations to the Invercargill office are in hand.
Alterations and additions have been completed to six small-farms cottages i the
Whangarei district.

Marine Department.—A surplus residence has been removed from Poutu Lighthouse
and re-erected at Whakapirau. A new residence is in course of erection at Cape Reinga.
Minor works, repairs, and alterations have been carried out to lighthouses at Centre
Island, Dog Island, Cape Brett, Cape Saunders, Puysegur Point, and Walpapa Point.

Mental Hospitals Departinent.—A new villa has been completed at Waitati and an
-occupational training school and workshop erected at Avondale. Renovations to the
officers” quarters and mess at Weraroa have been completed, and alterations to
dormitory blocks A, B, and C to accommodate patients are in hand. Repairs and
renovations to several buildings and maintenance have heen carried out at Tokanui.
The augmenting of the water-supply at Seacliff is in hand and a new switch-room has
been erected at Hokitika.

At Porirua. villas 4, 5, 7, and 8 and the new laundry block are under construction.
The demolition of No. 3 block 1s in hand. At Lake Alice, Marton, villas 7 and 8, water-
tower, and eight staft cottages are in the course of erection. Tenders have been accepted
for eleven-patient villas, Nos. 9-18.

Preliminary work is in hand in connection with the new mental hospital at Cherry
Farm.

Tenders have been called for a medical officer’s residence at Templeton, and general
malntenance to huildings and services has been carried out at Kingseat.
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Mines Departinent.—Camyp accommodation, comprising married quarters, single
guarters, cookhouse, offices, and subsidiary buildings, has been erected at the Glen
Massey opencast mine. Renovations to office have been completed at Westport and
repairs to cottage at Ngakawau are in hand.

National Service Department.-- Alterations to offices for the Employment Division
at Whangarel have been completed.

Native Departinent.—-Hight houses have been erected at Hamilton and a housing
scheme has been completed at Moerewa Freezing-works.

Police Departivent.—The new station at Dunedin Central is completed and @ new
office, residence, and garage 18 in hand at Omakau.  Alterations and additions to stations
have been completed at Nighteaps and North Invercargill, Repairs to stations and
residences have been carried out at Denniston, Frankton Junction, Granity, Greymouth,
Hokitika, Huntly, Kanieri, Kumara, Ngaraawahia, Ross, Wataroa, and Westport

A new lavatory block has been completed at Rawene and sewer drainage installed
at Dargaville.

Two residences have been completed at Hamilton ast, aud a new sergeant’s
residence at Kingsland is in hand.

Structural repairs are being carried out at Newton, and alterations and renovations
are in hand at Bluff, Coalgate, and Lincoln. ,

Post and Telegraph Departinent.—A new post-office huilding is practically conpleted
at Kaikohe. A line-store has been erected at Whangaret, and similar buildings are in
course of erection at Darfield, Gore, and Papakura. A new telephone exchange has
been completed at Island Bay and a similar building is under construetion at Karori.
A carrier-telephone building is nearing completion at Seddon.

Barthquake repairs and renovations have been carried out at Kaiwarra and Te Am
The re-roofing of the post-office building at Whangarei has been completed and ¢
lavatory block is in course of erection at Da-xgmﬂle and Kaitaia line-stores.

A false roof has been constructed over the telephone exchange at Wellesley Street
East Post-office. A tender has been accepted for a new post-oftice building at Te Kuiti.

The removal of the clock towers has been completed at Bluff, (irevmouth, and
Lyttelton, and similar work is in hand at Ashburton, Gore, and Sydenham.

A cable-terminal hut has been erected at Oretl Beach and a tender has been
accepted for a repeater station at Culverden.

Alterations and additions to staff cottages at Awarua Radio Station ave in hand.

Minor works have been carried out at Waikala, Tuatapere, Gisborne, Reefton,
and Ross. Repairs have been completed to the Post and Telegraph Depot at Frankton
Junction.

Public Trust Office.—Repairs and maintenance to the Greymouth office have heen
completed.

Public. Works Department.—A temporary plant depot has been completed ab
Dunedin and a new plant depot at Sockburn is in course of erection. The ﬁttmg shop
and No. 1 cottage at Kaitaia Depot are nearing completion and renovations to staff
cotbages and offices are In hand. Painting and repairs to store at Invercargill have
been carried out and repairs and renovations to offices at Greymouth, Hokitika, and
Westport completed.

Additions to the surfaceman’s cottage at Mangahauini have been completed.

The installation of fire-fighting equipment in the Public Works Department garage
at Whangarel is in hand, and tenders have been accepted for a new stores block at
Blenheim Road, Christchurch.

Office accommodation for the Housing Division was fitted up at Dunedin and
Hamilton.
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Rekabilitation Department.—Offices were fitted up at Gore, Greymouth, Hamilton,
Invercargill. Westport, and Whangarel.

Trade-training schools were completed at Hamilton, Kaikohe, and Invercargill.
A disabled servicemen’s shop hag been fitted up at Napier and a training centre has
been completed at Riccarton. Alterations and additions to the building at Invercargill
are i hand,

Ruailivays Department.—The erection of the new .goods-shed, a large reinforced-
conerete structure, at Christchurch is nearing completion.

Seientifie and Indusmal Research Depmtmem’ —The construction of farm buildings
and seed-dryer at Lincoln have been completed. A laboratory for plant research at
Palmerston North is nearing completion. ~Additions to the Magnetic Observatory at
Christchurch are m hand.

Social Security Department ~—Alterations to office accommodation at Greymouth
have been completed.

State Advances Corporation.—Two sectional cottages were transferred to provide
accommodation for farm workers and repairs carned out to eighty cottages in the
Hamilton District.

State Forest Service.—Accommodation for workmen has been provided at Berwick,
Dunedin.

Tourist and Publicity Department.—Improvements to kitchen block at the
Hermitage. Mount Cook, are in hand, and repairs to buildings at Cascade Creek,
Invercargill, and Milford Sound have been completed.

War Assets Realization Board.—Sundry buildings on Air Force and naval stations
have been disposed of on behalf of the War Assets Realization Board in the Whangarei
district and restoration and maintenance work carried out at Whangarei racing-stables.

The valuation and reclamation of material, equipment, &c., in a number of
buildings and camp areas in the Hamilton district and elsewhere throughout New
Zealand have been undertaken, two officers being on loan to this Department for the
greater part of the year.

Miscellaneous—Minor alterations and additions have been carried out at the
Polish children’s camp at Pahiatua, and alterations to the W.A.A.C. Camp at Miramar,
Wellington, have been completed to provide accommodation for Dutch East Ind]es
evacuees.

Plans and specifications were prepared for alterations to buildings at the Boat
Harbour. Oriental Bay, to provide hostel accommodation, the work being undertaken
by the Wellington City Council. The buildings have since heen taken over as a Public
Services hostel and further alterations carried oub to provide additional staff
accommodation.

Bunks were fitted to United States Navy L.S.T.s Nos. 373 and 375 to accommodate
Japanese prisoners of war being returned to Japan.

Valuing for restoration or compensation was undertaken in connection with
pruperties taken for defence purposes.

Fire protection work has been carried out for various Departments, many automatic
systems heing installed.

Furnittnre and office fittings, &e., were manufactured in workshops and supplied
to varions Departments throughout New Zealand.

In addition to services included under the aforementioned works, huilding
peineering services, including heating, electrical, air-conditioning, refrigeration, and
mechanical inst ﬂlah(ms were carried out to the '\'(lhl(‘ of .,tl\l,u&)

Ueneral maintenance of buildings and services has been carried out where required.

In conelasion, I wish to phcv on record my appreciation of the continued loyalty
nid efficient serviee of my staff and the co-operation of the stafls of other Divisions
nid Departments and of the master builders and their organizations.

\-4

a
H

)»:

I have, &c.,
R. A. Parrersoxn, FNZLA., F.LAA,
Government Architect
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APPENDIX D

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE CHIEF ELECTRICAL ENGINEER

The CuiEF BrecTricAL EnciNnerr to the Hon. the Mixister or WoORKs.

SIR,—

Upon the passing of the Electricity Act, 1945, the Electrical Branch of th»
Public Works Department was raised in status to that of a separate Department of
State. The new Department is charged with the administration of the various Acts
relating to electric supply, and takes over the administration of Part XIIT (exceps
section 323) of the Public Works Act, 1928. ' '

The anunual report of the General Manager will be found in paper D.—4.
I have &ec.,

F. T. M. Kissgx, B.Sc., MI1E.E., AMICE,
Chief Electrical Engineer.
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APPENDIX E

TWENTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF THE MAIN
HIGHWAYS BOARD

The Hon. MiNisTER oF Works, Wellington.
SIR,—
In accordance with the requirements of section 24of the Main Highways
Act, 1922, the Main Highways Board has the honour to submit its twenty-second
annual report for presentation to Parliament.
The report covers the period lst April, 1945, to 31st March, 1946.
General—While the general position regarding road-building materials 1s still
fairly acute, 1t is satisfactory to record a slight improvement in the supply of bituminous
material, and in consequence of this, and increased man-power, the maintenance
situation 1s now somewhat better.
During the year the dustless paving was extended by only 21 miles, but existing
sealed surfaces were renewed over a length of 286 miles, being an increase of 134 miles
over that of the previous year.

This is still well below the figure required to maintain the highways at a satisfactory
standard, which was estimated in 1944 as 400 miles per annum.

The bridge-renewal programme has agam been delayed through continued shortage
of steel and cement, ’Llld the length of new bridging erected was 2,211 linear feet.
compared with 2,239 linear feet in the previous peuod A number of new structures
are 11 progress, but their early completion cannot be expected under present supply
conditions.  The pre-war aim of the Board was to renew 9,000 linear feet of bridgine
per annuni, and on account of the limited length erected during the war years a greater
length per annum is now necessary if we are to avoid placing loading restrictions on a
great namber of our bridges and thus inerease transport charges.

Personnel—In consequence of the death of Mr. F. R. Flatman, who had been a
member of the Board for three years, Mr. D. H. Cockburn, Chairman of the Lake
County Council; was appointed to be a member of the Board on the 13th October, 1945,
on the recomniendation of the New Zealand Counties’ Association. By reason of his
retirement from the position of Permanent Head of the Publiec W orks Department,
Meo WL Lo Newnham 1'“]inquixhv«1 hia seat on the Board and the office of Chairman on
the Tith Julv, 79460 and My Beck, Deputy Chairinan of the Board, on account
of hix appointment as I)vpu\y ((mmnssmner of Works. relinquished his seat on the
Board on the same date. To replace these gentlemen Mr. F. Langbein was appointed
Chatrnan, and Mreo Ro Trevor Smith. Deputy Chairman. With the recent return o{'
Mr. FooM Hanson from overseas, he has now taken up his position as Highway
fmgieer, the position having previously been held by .‘»L. K. D. Grant in an acting
Mr. Urant will now oceupy the pnsiﬁun of Assistant Highways Engineer.

: ‘\‘lt hough rho revenue of the Board showed an advance on that of the
previeus  yvear, expenditure  increased o, and whilst receipts were sufticient to
{L(l\l(l* for st m({m“ lhmw . madntenance, and renewals, mterest on loans ralsed wax
again deferred for the vear.
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Works.—The principal works carried out in the various districts during the year
are as follows :—

In the Whangarei district activities were again mainly centred on the furtherance
of the five-year bridge programme. Twelve bridges and six large culverts were
completed, the total length being 1,485 ft. A further length of 1,904 ft. is in hand.

The principal formation work was the construction and culverting of a 2} mile
deviation as an eastern approach to the Tangiteroria Bridge. When this is metalled,
a section subject to severe flooding will be eliminated from the Whangarei-Dargaville
State Highway.

Three miles of reconstruction and sealing and 3% miles of maintenance sealing were
carried out.

In the northern division of the Auckland distriet (now No. 24 Highway District),
work has been chiefly of a maintenance character, including making up arrears due to
war conditions and military traffic.

Although difficulty has been experienced in obtaining chips, an effort has been made
to keep up the resealing programme on both State and main highways, and, including
plant-mix surfacing, a total of 44 miles has been accounted for. Two and a half miles
of new work was also carried out.

Two concrete bridges aggregating 215 ft. are in hand, several others being held
up on account of shortage of steel.

Two miles of footpaths have been constructed.

In No. 28 (Hamilton) District the supply of materials has been very limited and
little sealing was done until towards the end of the season. However 21 miles of new
and 23% miles of maintenance surfacing were carried out. The } mile of approaches
to the Otomhdngm Overbridge received a priming-coat. Two bridges totalling 154 ft.
and two large culverts were constructed.

In Te Awamutu Borough the traffic-filter, a modified *‘ roundabout,” which has
been under trial and discussion for some considerable time, has been put in hand in its
final form.

In the Tauranga district, 9 miles of resealing was done, and the metalling of the
5 mile clay gap on the Rotorua—Tauranga (direct) Highway commenced, 2 miles of
base course being completed.

Twenty-seven chains of concrete cycle-track was laid in Tauranga Borough.

The Gisborne district reports considerable damage to highway foundations from
shrinkage cracks, due to the drought experienced during the summer. This has
resulted in numerous irregularities in sealed surfaces and an increased development of
corrugations. Four miles of surfaces have been resealed.

Flood-damage repalrs have been carried out, and two small bridges replaced by
culverts.

At the Mang&haulm Conservation Block 91,000 trees were planted out.

Twenty-one chains of footpath was constructed at Tokomaru Bay.

In the Napier district one of the principal works has been the reconditioning,
widening, and sealing of the Devil’s Elbow section, necessitated by the heavy flood
damage sustained in 1944, and the reconstruction of the sk Bmdge — Whirinaki
length, which was destroyed in the same flood. A 160 ft. concrete bridge with 40 chains
of approache% was constructed at Eskdale.

The Tangoio afforestation project was adopted by the Board, in conjunction with
the Soil Conservation Council, to prevent serious damage to the State highways during
heavy rains. A large number of trees were planted on Lhe 400 acres resumed, but the
drought which followed killed about 75 per cent, of them, Further planting is being
undertaken this season,

2—D 1
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Improvements to surfacing were also carried out on various lengths of the
Napier — Palmerston North Highway, including the reconstruction and sealing of
1} miles near Dannevirke and 4% miles of road-mix treatment near Waipawa.

A total of 12} miles of resealing was undertaken in the district.

A 23 chain deviation was constructed on the Nuhaka-Waikokopu Highway to
avoid unstable ground, and a 15 chain deviation, with two major stream diversions,
on the Dannevirke-Waipukurau Highway.

As has been so frequently the case, the highways of No. 6 District (Tammnarunui)
suffered severely from floods in the spring, the worst damage being in the Awakino
Gorge and on the Raurimu Hill. The necessary repairs have been made. The recon-
struction of a 5 mile unscaled gap on the State highway between Hangitiki and
Te Kuiti has been commenced. Four miles of maintenance sealing has been applied,
also a short length of new seal in the Mapiu Township.

The Taranaki district undertook a heavy resealing programme for the year,
covering 411 miles in all, of which two-thirds was incurred on State highways and the
balance carried out by the local authorities. Flood-damage restoration and bridge-
repair work, including the redecking of the Mohakatino Bridge, near Mokaun, were also
attended to.

The chiel construction works in progress in the Wanganwi district are the Bulls
Bridge and the reconstruction of 4 miles of the State highway between Bulls and
Greatford. On the latter the formation was 86 per cent. complete at 31st March and
the metalling 40 per cent.

The contract for the substructure of the Bulls Bridge had, at the above date,
reached the stage where all piles had been driven and steel placed in seven piers and
partly in the eighth. Falsework and staging were in position to the eleventh pier, and
all steel bent to shape.

Twenty-two miles of maintenance sealing was applied in this district during the
year.

Apart from ordinary maintenance and several bridge and formation items, work
in the Wellington districts (Nos. 9 and 10) was almost entirely confined to the
reconditioning and improvement of sealed surfaces, of which 40 miles were treated In
‘No. 9 District and 161 in No. 10.

The pavement was widened by 4 ft. over 12 miles between Sanson and Bulls and a
light plant-mix coat applied for the full width. Similar work was carried out on a mile
length near Palmerston.

Sub-grade as well as surface repairs, due to damage by military traffic, were
carried out over 6 miles between Foxton and Himatangi.

Extensive repairs to the 1,060 ft. Lower Gorge Bridge over the Manawatu River
have been completed.

Twelve chains of the deviation south of the new Whirokino Bridge was formed
and metalled, to check wind-erosion.

On the Longburn-Tangimoana Highway the 165 ft. Oroua Bridge was erected.

The remetalling of the 7 mile Foxton-Shannon Highway, necessitated by detour
traffic by-passing the Whirokino Bridge, was completed.

An 8-chain deviation in Shannon Borough was formed and metalled.

A surfaceman’s cottage has been erected at the State Highway Depot at Otaki.

A contract has been let for the construction of the 217 ft. Ngawapurua Overbridge
near Woodville, and the erection of the 220 ft. Tutaekara Bridge over the Mangatainoka
River is in progress.

The 55 ft. Cemetery Bridge at Mauriceville has been completed.
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No major works are in progress in the Nelson district, but some short lengths of
sealing and 8 miles of resealing have been carried out. A 2f-mile length of the
Picton-Christchurch Highway near Spring Creek is being reconditioned in preparation
for sealing.

On the Richmond-Collingwood Highway the erection of the Jubilee Bridge, near
Motueka, has been commenced, and the new Coal Creck Bridge on the Westport
Highway has been brought into use by the completion of the approach deviation.

A considerable amount of hridge repairs and flood-damage restoration have been
carried out.

On the West Coast the excessive rainfall reported last year continued well into the
period under review and was the cause of considerable damage. A major slip at
Inangahua required a permanent 8-chain deviation.

Construction work included the Cave Creek Bridge and a retaining-wall on the
Nelson—Westport Highway, flood-protection works, and the erection of two surfacemen’s
cottages.

Five and a half miles of new and 34 miles of maintenance sealing were applied.

In the Canterbury districts the bridge over the Deadman Creek on the Picton—
Christchurch Highway was put in hand by contract and has now been completed, and
the Weka C(reck Bridge commenced. The Aniseed Stream Bridge has also been
completed.

The Kaiapoi Bridge has been completed and opened to traffic, the sealing of the
approaches remaining to be done.

~ On the Christchurch Timara Highway, 44 miles between Rolleston and Burnham
and 32 miles between Winchester and Temuka received a plant-mix maintenance coat.
One and a half miles of similar work was carried out between Sumner and Lyttelton.
Reconstruction and sealing through Winchester Borough were completed.

The Broad Gully Culvert, north of the Waitaki River, has been completed.

The Rakaia Gorge Bridge, on the Darfield-Arundel Highway, is nearly completed.

In three Canterbury districts 283 miles of maintenance surfacing was carried out.

In Otago a contract has been let for an 85 ft. concrete bridge at Omarama, on the
Timaru—Cromwell Highway, and for the Queens Flat Bridge, on the Waiareka—Duntroon
Highway. The approaches to the latter have been completed. A short concrete bridge
was erected over Lug Creek near Middlemarch, and also one of 40 ft. span over the
Sludge Channel at St. Bathan’s.

Thirteen miles of resealing was undertaken in the two Otago districts.

In the Southland district improvements comprise the widening to two-lane width
of the Charlton Creck Bridge, on the Gore-Invercargill Highway, and the replacement
of a narrow bridge at Waimatuku with a modern concrete structure.

On the Queenstown-Invercargill Highway the approaches to the four new bridges
and some corner limprovements were carried out over a length of 1 mile 56 chains.

The 60 ft. Camp Creek Bridge, on the Riverton-Tuatapere Highway, is in progress,
and the approaches, § mile in length, are 50 per cent. complete.

Throughout the district, 123 miles of vesealing has been effected and a considerable
amount of metalling of worn-out gravel surfaces is in hand.

Visit of Inspection to the South Islund and Contact with Local Bodies and Awtomobile
Associations.-—As mentioned in last year’s report, the Board made its first tour of
mspection since the commencement of the war in Europe, in February—March 1945, and
visited the northern portion of the North Island. During the latter part of January
and early February, 1946, the southern portion of the South Island was inspected, and
the northern part of the South Island was visited towards the end of April. These
visits are particularly necessary now with a view to fixing programmes of operations
during the years ahead. Opportunity was taken to inspect several schemes for future
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improvements, in addition to which local problems brought forward by several local
authorities and automobile association representatives were discussed and the Board’s
general policy outlined. The Board was pleased to renew acquaintances with the local
authorities and the motor organizations in their respective localities, and is grateful
for their continued good will and co-operation.

Elimination of Level Ratlway-crossings.—-1t was necessary to suspend the Board’s
programme during the war years, and shortages of essential material have not allowed
any work since the war, but as far as the more urgent works are concerned something
will have to he done at an carly date.

Magnetic Truck.—During the year this machine operated solely in the North
Island, clearing main highways, aerodromes, and military camps. The machine is also
hired, when requested, to local authorities and private concerns for the same purpose—
that is, picking up puncture-producing materials. During the year the weight of these
articles picked up on highways was 10,249 Ib. (over a distance of 2,341 miles), on defence
areas 8,747 Ib., and on local-body and private areas 16,698 Ib. The average weight of
materials plcked up on North Island hlg,hways for the year has therefore heon 4-4 1b. per
mile, as compared with the previous year’s average of 2-951b. per mile.

The trailer-type magnet operated solely in the South Island and was engaged on
similar work to the North Island machine. The weight of puncture-producing material
picked up during the year on main highways was 2,884 1b. (over a distance of 5,836 miles),
on defence areas 437 Ib., and on local-body and private areas 1,036 1b. The average
weight of material plcked up on South Island hlghways for the year has therefore heen
0-484 1b., per mile as compared with the previous year’s average of 0-867 Ib. per mile.

Mgn -posting -—The amount expended by the Board during the year in subsidizing
the erection and maintenance of road signs by the automobile associations of New
Zealand was £3,465.

Examination for Foremen and Overseers of Road Construction.—The nineteenth
examination for Foremen and Overseers of Road Construction was held on 12th
December, 1945, when eleven candtdates presented themselves for examination.

Eight papers on general road construction and maintenance and seven papers on
tar-, bituminous-, and concrete-road construction were returned. Five candidates
were successful in passing paper No. 1 and five passed paper No. 2. Two candidates
passed the full examination, and a further five, who had previously secured a partial
pass, completed the examination. The candidate who was successful in one paper only
was credited with a partial pass.

The Board acknowledges the continued assistance given by the Pubhc Works
Department in matters relating to highways administration, and records its appreciation
of the valuable service rendered by officers of that Department in carrying out the
Board’s programme.

Signed on behalf of the Main Highways Board :
F. LanceseiN, AMILC.E., Chairman.
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APPENDIX F

FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE SOIL CONSERVATION
AND RIVERS CONTROL COUNCIL

The Hon. MiNISTER OF WORKS.
SIR,—
In accordance with the requirements of section 33 of the Soil Conservation and
Rivers Control Act, 1941, the Soil Conservation and Rivers Control Council has the
honour to submit its fourth annual report for presentation to Parliament.
The report covers the period 1st April, 1945, to 31st March, 1946.

(GENERAL

The Council met on nine occasions during the year and with the easing of the
man-power situation investigational and constructional activities increased. Ex )endlture
under the vote increased from £50,000 in the previous year to £212,000 for the period
under review.

CATcHMENT Boarbs

The ten operating Catchment Boards have continued to function on an increasing
scale and many of the administration difficulties referred to in last year’s report have
been overcome, with a result that expansion of Boards’ activities in the future can be
looked to. A conference of delegates of Catchment Boards was held in Wellington and
as a result certain amendments to the Act are under consideration.

A further conference has been arranged to take place in the forth-coming year.

CATCHMENT DISTRICTS

One additional catchment district, embracing an area of 1,500 square miles of the
catchment area draining into the Hauraki Gulf, was constituted i February, and
arrangements for the first election of the Board have been completed.

In addition, preliminary discussions have taken place between the Council and
interested local authorities in connection with proposals to form districts in the Bay of
Plenty, Waikato, Marlborough, and Clutha catchments, and further. discussions will
take place in the forthcoming year.

The following is a complote list of catchment dlstllcts constituted to date :—

A RatealzlAe Capitgl\’gl;mtion. : [
rea Approximate Population,
Nare. ("\]Il’lgggfl' i (¥ Million). 3 (A-\lpproxi-l Headquarters of Board.
(Square | 7%*]77 T wate.)
Miles). | Rural. Urban. | Total. ;
e i SR A B S S _
Hauraki . . .. .. 1,500 13-9 34 17-3 45,000 Not fixed.
Rangitikei .. .. 2,756 13-0 320 16-2 1 26,470 f Marton.
Manawatu .. .. 2,680 29-6 12-9 ‘ 42-5 1 75, 800 | Palmerston North.
Hawke’s Bay .. .. 3,070 | 18-3 10-3 1 28-6 ¢ 57,800 | Napier.
Wairarapa .. .. 2,230 13-8 4.0 | 17-8 | 26,250 | Masterton.
Poverty Bay .. .. 2,097 10-8 4-3 15-1 ’ 31,500 | Gisborne.
Nelson .. .. e 2,460 5-1 4-4 9-5 30,570 | Neison.
Westland .. 6,254 2-3 2-2 4-5 | 26,820 | Greymouth.
North € dntcrbury .. 4,290 | 21-6 35-1 56-7 | 162,750 | Christchurch.
South Canterbury .. 4,326 21-0 85 20-5 61,850 | Timaru.
Southland e .. 11,000 | 17-4 9-9 1 27-3 71,850 | Invercargill

3—D 1
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So1L CONSERVATION DISTRICTS

Preliminary details of areas which may suitably be incorporated in soil conservation
districts under section 13 of the Act are being obtained. As previously mentioned, these
will be the more sparsely populated areas where no large river problems pertain and
where Catchment Board control is not warranted. This question is also bound up with
the shortage of suitable administrative staff.  Arrangements have been completed with
the Canterbury Agricultural College and Canterbury University College for a special
training course for Junior Soil Conservators to be appointed by the Council. The question
of appointing a number of Senior Soil Conservators 1s also at present under consideration.

So1n CONSERVATION RESERVES

The Council has, under section 16 of the Act, acquired several small areas in various
parts of the country. The land involved is typical problem land, and valuable preliminary
experimental work has been carried out during the year, the initial results of which are
most encouraging. As additional technical staff becomes available, increased activity
in this direction may be expected.

Ruatoria and Thungia.—Surveys have been completed for the taking of land for
these reserves.

Tangoio : Waikoaw - T'e Ngaru.—On this area of about 1,000 acres of steep country
adjoining the Napler-Wairoa State Highway some 104,000 trees were planted during
the winter, mostly Douglas fir and macrocarpa, but owing to the very severe drought
most of these died and the area will have to be replanted next winter.

Esk.—An area of approximately 7,500 acres comprising part of the headwaters of
the Esk River has been resumed by the Crown. The object 1s to arrest the rapid run-off
of heavy rain concentrations and thus prevent a repetition of the 1938 disaster in the
lower Esk. Work has not yet heen commenced on the control of the area acquired.

Wither Hills.—Contour and soil surveys and maps have been completed for the whole
area. Fences have been maintained stock proof and grazing limited to three paddocks
on the flats. Work has continued on the experimental grass flats. In spite of severe
drought conditions, it may be assumed that the majority of the trees planted on the worst
eroded portion of the reserve which did survive have a very good chance of ultimate
survival. The original close spacing has obviated the necessity of replacements. The
debris dams in the gullies have been raised and strengthened as necessary, while the live
willow and flax planted i the dams are making good growth and assisting in soil
retention. _

Upper Wangamoa Valley.—This reserve has now heen acquired. A cottage on the
property houses the highway surfaceman, who also acts as caretaker of the reserve. A
land survey has been completed of a further 70 acres of Native reserve adjacent which it
is also proposed to acquire. The programme for development is almost complete.

Resparcr AND EXPERIMENTAL WORK

Close co-operation with Government Departments assoclated in their work with
the land, its soil, water, and vegetal resources, has been maintained through the Council’s
advisory Central Standing Committee, on which all such Departments are represented.
A programme of research and experimental work on the conservation of soil was evolved,
and through the Departments direetly concerned the Council has commenced the
implementation of some of these projects. The results of survey work on soils, pastures,
vegetation, and land use are expected soon, while applied research into regrassing and
improvement of eroded land has been commenced in the Poverty Bay Catchment
Distriect. In various localities in the South Island experimental work with new strains
of grasses Is under way.
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With the demobilization of technical and other staffs and the return of Departments
to their normal activities, 1t 1s anticipated that good progress can he expected and
maintained in the extension of these fundamental studies and investigations.

The Council believes that it 1s its duty, before embarking on large-scale soil-
conservation or river-control measures, to collate all existing infermation and put this
nto practice to the best advantage, having in mind the }nutlculal conditions as to
vegetal cover, soil type, cliunate, &e., that apply; contemporancously, by small trials
and research, to undertake investigations into as many different types of problem land
as possible, with a view to finding improved techniques to he put into practice as
information becomes available.

The Counecil is planning and inaugurating this long-time programme, integrating
into a single enterprise for the national welfare all workers on the problem—departmental,
local body, and farmers—so that our national resources can be preserved in order to hand
on to the coming generations what we have enjoved and, indeed, something better.

EpucarioNnanL AND PuBricity WORK

Progress in the development of the Council’s programme of educational and publicity
work has been confined to the preparation of bulletins, press articles, film strips, and
movie films.

Three hulletins were published during the year. The Council has now published
the following :—

Bulletin 1: “ The Menace of Soil Erosion in New Zealand.”
Bulletin 2: “ Tackling High Country Problem Land.”
Bulletin 3 : * From Fore\f to Farm Land.”

Bulletin 4 : * First Steps in Soil Conservation.”

Further bulletins are in course of preparation as follows :—
“Down to the Sea in Slips ’—the problems in the East Coast area of the North
Lsland.
“ Use of Willow and Poplar for River Protection.”
“Soil Conservation ’—methods applicable to the farm lands of New Zealand.
‘ Glossary of Terms: Hydrologic and Associated Soil and River Engineering
Terms.”

The policy of distributing bulletins to Catchment Boards, farmers, local authorities,
schools and colleges, libraries, banks, stock and station agents and kindred overseas
organizations on an exchange basis, has been continued with gratifying results.

Three additional film strips, two being in natural colour, have been prepared and
aroulated to Catchment Boards, schools, colleges, and learned societies for teaching
purposes and are available to field officers for lecturing purposes.

There has been an increasing demand by various organizations throughout the
country for showings of 16 mm. cinematograph films. The Public Works Department
has photographed and produced for the Council five topical soil erosion and conservation
sound films, three being in natural colour. Production of further films showing distriet
problems 1s in hand.

Arrangements have now heen completed for the first mobile cinema unit to undertake
a planned itinerary of three weeks’ duration in each catchment district. In each district
the Catchment Board is organizing the screenings to suit local bodies, Federated
Farmers, and Young Farmers’ Clubs by night and district-high and %e(’ondary schools
by day. If theatres or halls are not ave ulable the unit can show by means of its daylight
screen, to audiences in the open either in d&yhght or dark. The unit can supply its own
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power. In view of the public interest displayed last year at agricultural and pastoral
shows where exhibitions were given, the Council decided to foster further displays at
several leading shows during thls year. Enlarged photographs of soil erosion and con-
servation of general as well as of local interest were displayed, while erosion in action was
demonstrated by means of a working model and by continuous sound films. Liberal
use was made of American productions until the New Zealand films were available.

Hybprorogy

During the year the Council has tackled the problem of organizing on a national
basis the co-ordinated collection and analysis of hydrologic data and making it available
in suitable form to the community at large and particularly to those concerned in the
design, construction, and maintenance of works associated with hydro-electric, water-
supply, drainage, bridges and culverts, irrigation, rivers control, soil conservation, and
land use.

Such persons require data of indisputable character concerning rainfall, snowfall,
evaporation, runoff, ground water, infiltration, consumptive use, and suspended and
bed loads in rivers collected over the longest possible period of years. A wealth of such
data whose standards can be acccp‘ced already exists hidden in the archives of
Government Departments, local bodies, and interested private individuals; it requires
only analysis and publication in an intclligent way.

The present coverage, however, of such fundamental data is very meagre and many
more data-collecting stations will have to be installed in the more important drainage
basins throughout New Zealand to provide even a satisfactory skeleton network.

A technical committee is being set up to explore the problem and bring down clear
recommendations as to what permanent organization should be established to cover
this field.

The Council hopes, by co-operation with Government Departments, local bodies,
and private individuals, that a steady increasing programme for this vital work can be
initiated as demohilization of the Armed Services makes skilled staffs available.

Opportunity was taken in the middle of the prolonged drought during February and
March to gauge low flows in over one hundred rivers and streams in Northland, Waikato,
Bay of Plenty, and East Coast districts. The most striking low flow gauging was in the
Waipaoa River, Gisborne, where 24 cubic feet per second was measured in February as
flowing from a watershed of 683 square miles. In March, 1944, at the same gauging spot,
a flood flow of 100,500 cubic feet per second was calculated.

IxspECTION
During the year the Council visited Northland, Auckland, and the Waikato districts,
and 1t has held meetings with local bodies in Clutha district, Dunedin, Blenheim, Hamilton,
Te Aroha, Tauranga, and Whakatane regarding the establishment of further catchment
distriets.

APPRECIATION

The objects for which the Council has been established cannot be achieved without,
firstly, the fullest co-operation and whole-hearted enthusiasm of the various Government
Departments, Catchment Boards, and local bodies associated with the Council in its
work, and, secondly, without the active co- operation of the occupiers and users of the
land where soil erosion and flood damage is both apparent and potential.

The Council desires to record that this appreciation and co-operation is growing more
apparent as the aims and work of the Council are extending.



45 D—1

WoRkS

By a co-ordinated, carefully balanced plan for the efficient regulation and wise use
of both land and water along the headwater drainage of our streams, water can be kept
out of the streams and the soil can be saved. Until this long-term object can be achieved,
short-term palliatives for the control of water once in the streams and its guiding into
the sea without damage to farm lands and settlements are necessary and both more
spectacular and expensive.

The following is a brief résumé of the principal activities in the various districts for
the control of concentrated flood flows :—

Auckland District—Ruawai Drainage : “ G’ Canal was cleared for its full length
of silt accumulated over a number of years. Work commenced in 1943 on stone pitching
of Raupo foreshore was completed.

Ruakaka Lake: Work for deepening and extending main drain from Ruakaka
River to the northern end of the lake completed.

Uwhiroa Stream, Herekino : Work of clearing and deepening in hand.

Waihou and Ohinemuri Rivers Improvement Scheme : Thirteen miles of stop-banks
have been cleaned, Komata Strecam cleared of willows, and flood-gates and doors
overhauled. Ngahina Wharf and goods-shed have received considerable repairs.

Matatoki Drainage Area, Wharepoa : Four miles of stop-bank have been formed,
six flood-gates placed, and 2 miles of drains cleaned.

Hudsons Floodgate : Installation of one flood-gate has completed the programme of
work.

Tirohia-Rotokohu Drainage Area: Four and a quarter miles of drains have been
cleaned, completing this work.

Turua Stop-banking, Gumtown Road to Orongo: Three and one-half miles of
stopbanking have been built to full height.

Waskato District.—Shipmast Locust (Robinia pseudoaccicia erectissima) :  The
plantings at Whakatane of these imported rooted cuttings are well established.

Whakatane River: Above Taneatua five settlers are being assisted with willow
protection to banks, and work is more than half completed. The work of holding erosion
above the Whakatane Bridge by bank protection with loose rock is cornpleted The
willow and netting groyne protection at Ruatoki Bridge was completed. The
engineering survey of 28 miles of the river is now in hand. -

Waioecka and Otara Rivers: Two small subsidized river-bank-protection works
were completed by settlers.

Waimana River: A cut 25 chains long, protected by netting groynes, has heen
completed and has successfully straightened the river and reduced the danger of a
break through.

Waiotapu River, Reparoa: This work, which consists of cuts and diversions to
reduce flooding of farm lands, is nearly one-third complete.

Wanganui River, Taumarunui : A concrete block facing 5 chains long by 16 ft. deep,
together with a stop-bank was completed in the borough, and although damaged by a
very severe flood stood up to the attack and prevented the erosion of the bank at a
critical point. Heavy boulder protection of 25 chains of river frontage is in hand.

Tokaanu Stream and Korohe Drain, Turangi: Weed-clearing and drain-cleaning
avere completed.

Tongariro River, De Latours Pool: Willow protection works were completed.
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Naprer Dis Tuki Tuki River at Waipukurau : Contracts have been let and
work should be complcted next year for the control of a 5-mile length of river by
cutting diversions, constructing willow groynes, and clearmfr the channels of growth
and debris.

Wairoa River: A length of bank erosion was successfully checked by willow
protection work.

Kumeti Stream : Seven chains of the bed was cleaned out and a stop-bank 13 chains
long constructed.

Waipaoa River : The cut-off groyne, 2% miles north of the present mouth, has had
the toe reinforced by placement of additional stone. Soundings show, as desired, a
steady building up of the river-bed behind the groyne. The pilot cut to the sea just north
of the groyne has been maintained, but a summer flood did not eventuate to develop
fully this cut. (A flood subsequent to this report has made a successful new opening to
the sea.)

Hikuwai River: Willow-clearing was commenced towards the end of the year.

Mangatoetoe Stream : Willow-clearing was completed over 3 miles of the stream
and river straightened by digging 16 chains of cuts.

" Lavenham Stream : A flood-gate was installed.

Wellington District.—Rangitikei River : Willow-planting was carried out to protect
the banks and safeguard the cuts made the previous year. Above Tangimoana serious
bank erosion was checked for a length of 30 chains by placing weighted pine-trees. A$
Tangimoana work 1s about to commence for protecting the foreshore against river and
wave erosion.

Manawatu River : Work was confined to Taupunga Cut No. 2, which was almost
completed, minor stop-banking, and maintenance work and surveys.

Otaki River : Survey and proposals for major channel improvements were completed,
and commencement of work depends upon the assembly of the tower excavator. Minor
erosion has been checked and maintenance carried out.

Mangaone Stream : Realignment and cleaning out of the lower Mangaone was
completed.

Pohangina River : Several small bank protection jobs were completed.

Te Awa Hrosion: A dam with concrete spillway to control severe erosion in one
gully, together with small live debris dams, was completed. Space planting, of willows
and poplars, together with work on the second similar gully, is under way.

Upper Koputaroa Stream : About one-third of a scheme for widening and cleaning
the bed has been completed.

Tokomaru Stream : The removal of willows from approximately 1} miles of the
lower Tokomaru was almost completed.

Waiohine River: Flood damage at 6M. necessitated the reconstruction of 8 chains
of stop-bank.

Ruamahanga River: Below Te Ore Ore 8 chains of thatching and gabion work
was completed.  Below Tuhitarata 42 chains of stop-bank have been completed.
Proposals and plans have been completed for the reclamation of about 26,500 acres
in the Wairarapa Lake vicinity.

Mangatainoka River : Above the Stirling Bridge 20 chains of stop-bank have been
completed. To protect Walton Park a 12-chain diversion cut has been dug and 17 chains
of stop-banks constructed. At Pahiatua Borough a 10-chain pilot cut was constructed
above the bridge. Proposals have been ap proved for a 29- ('ham diversion cut to arrest
erosion near the township of Mangamutu. g
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Pakuratahi River: One small diversion at Kaitoke has been completed, while
another and some bank protection is in hand.

Hutt River: Work on straightening the river near the Borough of Upper Hutt
over a length of 60 chains has been commenced.

Waimea River : One-half mile of new stop-banking adjacent to the Appleby Bridge,
together with repairs and raising of old banks, was completed. A 3-chain breach in
O’Connor’s stop-bank required 4,500 cubic yards of material to repair.

Wairoa River : Ninety-five chains of river straightening immediately below Bright-
water and 70 chains of clearing and diversion cuts was done in the vicinity of Fennel
Island. Eleven chains of filter barriers were constructed. Near the Wai-iti River
mouth 8 chains of diversion was completed, while 13 chains of stop-bank were restored
and raised in Appleby Bridge area. Thirty chains of Redwoods Valley stream was
deepened and willow-pulling done.

Wai-it1 River: Three and one-half miles of river diversion was completed, and
cut-off loop is silting up satisfactorily. Near Waketield 24 miles of extensive island
clearance of gorse and willows, and less extensive clearance was completed over the
remainder of the river to Brighwater. At Springs Grove 8 chains of stop-bank was
constructed. Some continuous crate protection ahove Wai-iti Domain was renewed.

Motueka River: Above Motupiko 15 chains of gorse and willow clearance and
diversion cuts were completed. At Mararewa Railway-station a 13-chain filch cut and a
12-chain stop-bank were constructed and willows removed. Minor works included clearing
of stranded willows and broom growth and bank-protection above Motueka Bridge
with large boulders.

Tadmor River: Willow-clearance, opening an old channel, and bank-protection
with anchored willows was carried out.

Takaka River: A large cut involving 25,000 cubic yards and 30 chains of stop-bank
were completed. Nineteen and one-half chains of continuous stonework was done at
Kotinga. Thirty chains of stone facing was placed near Takaka. Over another length
of 32 chains two diversion cuts were completed.

Anatoki River: A stop-bank 8 chains long and 8 ft. high was constructed to
prevent river changing its course into the Onespec Creek.

Waingaro River: A crated wall 5 chains long and 5 ft. high was constructed to
prevent overflows.

Aorere River : A crated stone weir 24 chains long was constructed to check rapidly
increasing scour. -

Shipmast Locust : Fifty per cent. of the plantings in the Nelson City Council’s
nursery are alive and most are showing vigorous growth.

Christchurch District.—Karamea River: Twenty chains of massive stone bank-
protection and a stub groyne were constructed, while minor works were also attended
to.

Little Wanganui River: Periodical attention was given to the training-work.,

Bullea River : Near Rahui moderately successful work was done by the construction
of a diverdon cut to deflect some of the flood waters from the left bank,

Nile Fiver : Work was not completed.

Oparezra River : Training-wall at the mouth was completed and severe flood damage
to protecton works repaired.

Giles Creek : Half the work of cleaning and deepening has been completed.

Waimargaroa River: River channels have been straightened to prevent further
bank erosion
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Simpson’s, Karamea : Stop-bank is under construction to prevent tidal flooding
of farm lands. ‘

Arahura River: Maintenance work carried out to grovne work and proposals
complete for a stop-bank and stronghead.

Canoe Creek : A small scheme for training and stop-banking was completed.

Hokitika River: At Camelback the stop-bank and stronghead were completed,
the stronghead requiring additional heavy boulder protection.

Taramakau River: After continual flood delays 20 chains of stop-bank with a
massive stronghead and mattress of stone wire crates was completed.

Waitaha River : A diversion channel was cut to relieve an eroding bank threatening
a county road and farms.

Poerua (Little Wanganui) River: A start was made with permanent riprap
protection to the stop-bank, and minor works were also carried out.

Waitangi River : Temporary repairs were carried out to the stop-bank, but a major
scheme is required.

Clarence River: Large concrete blocks were placed to protect the railway bridge
and stone gabions for bank-protection.

Hapuku River : Forty-four thousand cubic yards of stop-banking and a 1,280 cubic
yard concrete block at the end of a groyne were placed. Forty-eight chains of stop-bank
were stone faced. Large concrete blocks were placed to protect the railway Bridge.

Kowhai River : A large stone gabion groyne was constructed to protect the railway
bridge. A scheme has been drawn up for protection of both north and south banks
from overflows of the river. Thirteen and one-half chains of groynes were erected to
protect the north bank. )

Ashburton River : The whole of the willow and serub clearing, totalling 2,464 acres,
has been completed, together with 22 miles of stop-banks involving 193,000 cubic yards.

Waihao River: Protection from erosion at mouth of river was completed.

Waimate Creek: Near the hospital a contract has been let for the protection of
97 chains of river-bank.

Elephant Hill Canal : One mile of the canal was cleared and flood damage repaired.

Opihi River: An anchored willow groyne was established and a stream diverted.

Temuka and Orari Rivers: Seventeen chains of new stop-banks have been erected
and 58 chains of stop-banks repaired. : N

Waihi and Kakapu Rivers: Extensive flood-damage repairs have been carried out.

Cam River: Four miles of river channel have been widened, cleared, and
stop-banked.

Eyre River: The main channel has been cleared of growth and obsticles for
7 miles.

Halswell River : Near Tal Tapu b miles of the channel has been cleared out.

Waiau River: A contract has been let for the protection of 180 chains of river-bank
at Spotswood.

Ellesmere County Drains : The tramway reserve has been widened and graded over
a length of 2 miles and the Hanmer Road drain over a length of 4 miles.

Dumnedin District.—Waitaki River : A pilot channel over 70 chains in leigth which
was constructed has afforded considerable relief to the south bank. At Jickson’s all
farm buildings have been removed and established in a safer locality. Cross-sections of
Lake Waitaki have been taken from the head of the lake to Waitand Bridge for
purposes of checking siltation.
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Taieri River: Protection work near the railway hridge at Riverside has been
completed. Flood-damage repairs and minor works have heen carried out to Lee Creek
channel, at Otokia, Henley, and Berwick Lock. Survey is in hand for the flood
protection scheme.

Clutha River : Twenty-four chains of drain has been cut to improve and extend the
area draining into Matau main drain. Waitepeka Creek has been cleaned and improved
for a length of 170 chains. Damage caused by the major flood of February, 1945, has
been restored. On the Puerua Stream a stop-bank 220 chains in length to protect
Barker’s property is nearing completion. Survey of Lower Clutha is in hand.

Oreti River : The Survey for control of 25 miles of river has been completed.

Pyramid Block: The survey of nearly 9 miles of drainage channels has been
completed. '

STAFF

The Council again wishes to place on record its appreciation of the services rendered
during the year by its staff of four officers. Arrangements are being made for the
appointment of soil conservators, hydrology staff, projectionists, and a forestry liaison
officer.’

Signed on behalf of the Seil Conservation and Rivers Control Council.

W. L. Newxmay, M.Inst.C.E., Chairman.
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APPENDIX G

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF HOUSING
CONSTRUCTION

The Direcror or Housine ConNsTRUCTION to the Hon. the MinisTEr oFr WORKS.

SIR,—
I have the honour to submit the following report on the Housing Division’s
activities for the year ended 3Ist March, 1946 :—

(1) General.—The number of houses completed during the year reached the total
of 2,985, an increase of more than 51 per cent. over the previous year’s total, and at
the end of the period there were a further 3,400 in various stages of completion.

The shortage of materials and fittings referred to in my last annual report has been
even more evident during the past year. House contractors have been seriously
hampered by delayed delivery or absolute lack of many essential items, and last-
minute substitutions have frequently had to be authorized. Most evident have been
short supplies of timber, cement, and bricks, while other items such as baths, electric
ranges, roofing-materials, and water-pipe fittings have caused frequent delays. A
frequently recurring difficulty is, and has been, the inability of suppliers to deliver
timber to dimension.

The removal of man-power restrictions during the year had a depleting effect
upon the staffing position, principally among the technical and skilled workers, and
many builders have experienced difficulty in obtaining fully qualified “ finishing hands.”

(2) Bwilding Construction.—(a) With the supply position of most building-materials
becoming increasingly difficult, maximum effort was directed to the task of keeping
the building industry fully employed, and the use of substitute materials has been
extensively explored.

Conservation of timber has been practised to the fullest possible extent, and in this
direction the use of concrete products has been extended. Houses of various experi-
mental types and using various materials are being constructed under close scrutiny,
and it is anticipated that from these experiments we may be able to eliminate some of
the troubles attendant upon the short supply of materials hitherto regarded as standard.

For instance, use 1s being made of treated timbers in order to conserve heart timber
for joinery and other essential purposes. Pinus tnsignis, specially treated, is being used
as a framing timber in so far as it is available, and it is hoped that the supply will be
increased so that its use may be extended.
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Excluding flats, about one-third of the houses erected are either constructed of or
are sheathed in materials other than timber, the principal substitutes being brick
veneer, total brick, asbestos sheathing, reinforced concrete exterior walls, asbestos
‘no fines” conerete, &e.

¢

sidings, concrete blocks,

Of the various tvpes of construction being tried experimentally, “no fines”’
concrete appears to hold most promise. This material is being used with metal or
pumice aggregate in conjunction with a special type of shuttering.

Other experiments include the use of reinforced-concrete sheets with reinforced-
concrete columns and beams, hollow concrete blocks, concrete blocks erected to form
cavity walls, pumice-concrete panels, and concrete cavity walls cast on the flat and
hoisted into position with cranes, and * stressed skin ” conerete in conjunction with
the ““ Gunite ” process.

(6) During the past year 189 flat units were in course of construction, while 42
were handed over for occupation. Plans have been completed for the calling of
tenders for an additional 28 flat units in Auckland and 20 in Christchurch, while 578
more are in the design stage.

(¢) Although the Division has for some time concentrated upon the building of
houses to the exclusion of other buildings, there are instances, by reason of the
creation of new communities Isolated from normal amenities, where it has been
necessary to provide some shopping facilities. Contracts have accordingly now been
let for the erection of a few shops in Lower Hutt, Hamilton, and Christchurch, while
plans are in preparation for others in Auckland, Dunedin, Invercargill, Masterton, and
Palmerston North. :

(3) Purchase of Land.—In the main centres and even in many of the provincial
towns the acquisition of satisfactory land which is or can be served by existing city
and borough water and drainage services has been limited. There has been little
movement in private subdivision and development of residential sections in recent
years, and local authorities have paid small attention to the extension of their services.
These conditions are forcing the Division into the development of larger blocks, which
involve increased costs in the extension and provision of these services, and in some
cases necessitate the enlargement of borough areas by the inclusion of adjacent county
lands.

During the year the purchase of building-sites has been considerably increased over
the previous year’s figures. Some 3,690 sites were acquired, bringing the cumulative
total to 45,838. - Of this total, exclusive of the land on which houses have been
completed, some 4,200 unit sections are embraced in housing contracts let or under
construction, and there remain approximately 21,400 sites for dwellings, although much
of this Jand has still to be developed.

(4) Land-development.—As can be realized, a great amount of planning must be
done before real land-development can commence, and in this phase of the Division’s
activities, besides the actual production of finished scheme plans, much investigatory
and preparatory work has been performed with a long-term view.

Despite limitations of staff, man-power, and materials, a total of 2,482 serviced
sections were produced by this section of the Division and passed to the architects for
siting. Creditable as this appears, the actual position is even better, as at the end of
the year nearly as many more, mostly in Auckland, were almost ready for siting.
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Considerable difficulty has been experienced—and this has not been overcome—
in obtaining engineering and survey staff. It is significant that this difficulty has not
as yet arisen in Auckland, where there is still keen competition among roading and
drainage contractors. KElsewhere, particularly in Wellington, development work is
seriously hampered by this staff shortage and contractors’ apathy. An attempt to
transfer staff and contractors from Auckland to Wellington was unsuccessful—lack
of house accommodation in Wellington was a detrimental factor.

In Wellington, Palmerston North, and Christchurch the formation of streets and
house-sites has been done with the assistance of the Public Works Department’s earth-
moving plant. In Napier the lack of plant and operators is delaying development.

(5) Housing Improvement.—The Housing Improvement Act was passed by Parla-
ment in 1945 and became operative on Ist November last. Designed to operate
primarily through the local authorities, it aims at the improvement of the physical
condition of residential buildings throughout the country and provides for the
reclamation of decadent arecas. Regulations implementing the provisions of the Act
have been outlined in collaboration with the Health Department and are now in the
hands of the Law Draftsman.

(6) Rural Housing.—(a) Most of the applications for houses and huts approved
under the Rural Housing Emergency Act, 1944, have now been fulfilled. The difficulty
of obtaining satisfactory tenders delayed some contracts, but practically all contracts
are now either completed or well advanced in construction.

(b) The crection of houses and other farm buildings for the land-settlement scheme
operated by the Department of Lands and Survey has progressed satisfactorily,
considering the difficulties encountered.

In order to overcome the reluctance of building contractors to tender for this
scattered work, often remote from towns, it has been necessary for senior officers of the
Department to visit the districts and secure tenders by personal negotiation with
builders’ associations and individual builders. Several tours have been made covering
all parts of the country with this object in view, and the results have been very
satisfactory. It i1s apparent that this practice will have to be continued, if building
under this scheme is to continue in an adequate volume.

Difficulties in the supply of timber, roofing, and other materials, and in inducing
building tradesmen to undertake this out-of-town work, are constantly arising, and
despite every endeavour result in delays. -

The major part of the design work in connection with farm houses and buildings
has been completed, although special problems arise from time to time which require
new designs to meet them. The conversion and renovation of existing buildings by
its very nature involves considerable work for the Department’s staff, but the maximum
possible use is extracted from these existing facilities in order to conserve new materials.

To date work has been undertaken in connection with 112 land blocks involving
approximately 320 holdings. Contracts have been let for over 230 houses and a
proportionate number of milking - sheds, implement - sheds, wool - sheds, and other
buildings. Contracts for approximately 70 houses, together with other buildings, are
available for tendering. Completed under this scheme are 54 houses and nearly 70 other
buildings.

(7) Man-power.—The man-power position in the building industry continues to
improve commensurate with the release of men from the Armed Forces, although
shortage of skilled workers in certain of the subsidiary industries tends to delay supplies
of essential fittings. The total labour force employed directly by the Division and
contractors at 31st March was 4,742, as against 3,645 a year ago.
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(8) Eupenditure—The cumulative net expenditure up to 31st March, 1946, for the
purchase and servicing of land and the erection of joinery-factories and houses,
including all administrative charges, amounted to £34,015,996, while liabilities and
commitments amounted to a further £8,221,286. The net expenditure for the year
under review was £5,625,296. The total cost of administration of the Department
(exclusive of interest charges) from its inauguration to date was £985,820, or 3-09 per
cent. of the net expenditure (excluding administrative costs and interest). The
percentage for the year ended 31st March, 1946, was 3-73.

(9) Trawming Schools.—There are now 39 schools of trainees associated with
building trades—25 carpentry, 3 bricklaying, 3 plastering, and 8 painting—operating
in 19 towns. The total number of trainees who completed the course during the year
was 224.

The Division is making increasing use of trainees, and up to 31st March, 1946—
has arranged 125 contracts with the Rehabilitation Department for the labour involved
in 709 houses, situated in 17 towns. Of these, 215 have been completed.
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(11) Building for other Departments.—During the year the Division’s organization
has been utilized to a still greater extent for the erection of dwellings and other
building projects. Expenditure under this heading amounted to £524,909 for the year,
bringing the accumulated total up to £1,203,509. The number of houses totalled 115
for the year and an accumulated total of 418.

(12) Proposals for Ensuing Year—The hope expressed in last year’s report that
materials would become increasingly available has mnot been realized : in fact, the
position has steadily worsened. Nevertheless, by use of substitutes and an assiduous
combing of all possible sources of materials it is anticipated that it will be possible to
continue with the acceleration of the housing programme. Provision for a total
expenditure of £7,332,871 has been madein the current year’s estimates, and the
envisaged programme provides for the completion of 4,000 house units.

The State Advances Corporation continues to offer building loans to those desiring
to crect houses for themselves, and during the year ended 31st March, 1946, granted
2,175 of these loans to a total of £2,716,662, exclusive of loans granted to local
authorities under Part 11T of the Housing Act, 1919, which latter amounted to £290,100.

(13) Staff Accommodation.—This continues to cause the Division considerable
concern. In Wellington particularly the District Office is housed in four separate
buildings, with consequent loss of co-ordinating efficiency.

(14) Admenistration.—Decentralization of the Division’s activities is progressing
as rapidly as staffing and accommodation will permit and is practically complete in some
districts. The staffing position is still very difficult, especially in the professional and
technical ranks. The total staff of the Division at 31st March, 1946, was 562, of
whom 25 were absent with the Armed Forces and 24 were on indefinite leave of absence.

In conclusion, it gives me pleasure to record once again that the stafl of the Division
has loyally supported me in the execution of the housing policy and that relations with
the building industry and the general public continue to be excellent.

I have, &c.,
G. W. Arertson, AM.ICE.,
Director of Housing Construction.

Approximate Cost of Paper.—FPreparation, not given ; printing (711 copies), £97 101,

By Authority: E. V. Patr, Government Printer, Wellington.—1946.
Price 1s. 3d.] [720/6/46—5856
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