APPENDICES TO THE MINES STATEMENT

APPENDIX A

REPORTS RELATING TO METALLIFEROUS MINES AND QUARRIES

The IxspucTiNG ENGINEER OoF MINES to the UNDER-SECRETARY 0F MINES.

Wellington, 21st May, 1947.
Sie,—

I have the honour to present my report on metalliferous mines and quarries
for the year ended 3Ist December, 1946.

ACCIDEXNTS

During 1946 there were no fatal accidents in the metalliferous mines, at which
1,166 men were ordinarily employed. Three serious accidents oceurred, causing injuries
to three men.  All these were in the West Coast Inspection District and took place on
dredues.

GOLD-MINING

Production of gold for the year shows a decline of 9,093 oz. when compared with
1945, Quartz-mining output decreased by 6,452 oz., dredging bv 2,358 oz., and alluvial
mining inereased by 217 oz.

Nixteen dredges operated during the vear and produced 79223 oz, —ie., shightlv
more than 66 per cent. of the total output.

The Martha and Blackwater Mines continue to be the only significant producers
in the quartz-mining section.

MINERALS OTHER THAN (OLD

The production figures for minerals other than gold are shown in detail elsewhere
in the Statement. The most promising developinent is the steady and substantial
increase in the quantity of limestone produced for agricultural use, which now amount-
to nearly 1,000,000 tons per annum.
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