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Of all classes of admissions we were able to discharge 1,316, or 62-31 per cent.
caleulated upon the number admitted, but no more than 770, or 36-46 per cent., were
fully recovered at the time of discharge. This number does not represent the true
recovery rate, as patients who are sent home to convalesce on probation often omit to
send a medical certificate, in the absence of which we require to regard them for statis-
tical purposes as * uarecovered.”
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SHORTAGE OF NURSES

Despite several increases in the salary seales and many minor improvements in the
conditions of nursing service In our mental hospitals, we have been unable to recruit
from New Zealand sufficient nurses to replace those who leave for various reasons, such
as 1arriage, home domestic obligations, or unsuitability for the work.

Because of the shortage, we have been obliged, as foreshadowed in last vear’s report,
to extend our field of recruitment to Britain.

In view of the fact that Dr. Lewis, our Director of Clinical Services, is at présent
in London, on sabbatical leave, we enlisted his services to select up to 200 nursing trainees
and 25 cooks, and the first contingent of 26 arrived in October. Up to the end of the
year nearly 100 girls had arrived, and the majority of them have proved well suited for
the work and have settled down to getting to know their duties. As must almost
inevitably have happened, a few of the recruits have not become acclimatized to New
Zealand conditions and have been drafted to other avenues of occupation.
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