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METEOROLOGICAL
—_ | 1042, 1943, 1‘ 1944, l 1945, [ 1046,
Total rainfall (inches) .. 71-35 6479 ‘ 71-55 8080 ] 93-94
Number of rainy days . 149 146 : 158 210 ; 206
Highest for any day (inches) . 6-15 2-94 ‘ 5-15 3-60 4-50
Date . .| 20th Sept. 20th Oct. = 29th Jan. 23rd Apr. | 15th Deec.
Highest temperatum ( 2 .. 92-0 94.0 | 90-0 92-0 ! 90-8
Date .. . .o | 26th~Jan. 11,12, 14, 15,18, 17, 19, 25, 22nd Mar. | 28th Mar
25 Feb.; 3 28 Mar. |
Nov. | ‘
Lowest temperature (¥.) .. 60-0 58-0 58-5 570 | 60-2
Date .. 10th Oet. | 17th July 28th Aag. 6th June. = 27th Junc.
Mean of maximum thermomoter 83-1 S4-5 } 82-4 82-27 | 8228
(®) ; ‘
Mean of minimum thermometer 70-3 69-77 69-3 70-3 ‘ 016
() | |

Rainfall for 1946 was greater than normal. and as it was spread over the whole
vear there were no periods of serious drought.

A severe storm, with winds of hurricane force and verv heavy seas, was experienced
on 27th December, 1946, Fortunately the storm was of a reasonably short duration,
:Lpproxmmtely twelve hours.  Lowest barometer reading was 29-224 in.  Some damage
was done to buildings, particularly on the northern side of the island. Bananas and
coconutb trees were extensively damaged, but other food crops were not greatly affected.

The system of issuing hurricane warnings from the Meteorological Office i Fiii,
wlhich had recently been put into operation, proved its value, as it gave informatiou
regarding the probable path and intensity of the storm and enabled all possible
precautions to be taken before it reached Niue.

SHIPPING
There were thirtcen shipping calls during the year ended 31lst December, 1946,
mncluding ten calls by regular cargo and passenger vessels. Kxcept for the period
February to April, a 1wuLu and flequmt xhlppnw service was ma,mt ained by the
N.Z.G.M.V. “ Maui Pomare ” and the Union Steam Ship Co.’s M.V. © Matua.”

Exclusive of parcel-mail, inward cargo handled at the port of Alofi totaled H01 tons
and outward cargo 965 tons. Also 3,560 bags of parcel-mail, containing Native plaited
ware, were shipped. The average cargo h(md]e(l on each .11] showed a considerable
increase over the previous year; 89 passengers disembarked and 105 embarked.

By Authority: . V. Paun, Government Printer, Wellington.—1947,
Lrice 9d.)
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