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NEW ZEALAND

DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND SURVEY

SWAMP DRAINAGE
REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1947

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly pursuant to Section 13 of the Swamp
Drainage Act, 1915

Department ofLands and.Survey, Wellington, 30th June, 1947.
Sir,—

In pursuance of section 13of the Swamp Drainage Act, 1915,1 have the honour
to forward the report of the Chief Drainage Engineer covering operations on lands
proclaimed under the Swamp Drainage Act and amendments.

I have, &c,
D. M. Greig,

Under-Secretary for Lands.
The Hon. the Minister ofLands.

REPORT OF THE CHIEF DRAINAGE ENGINEER
Sir, —

I have the honour to submit my annual report for the year ended 31st March,
1947, on the areas proclaimed under the Swamp Drainage Act, 1915,and its amendments.

Kaitaia Drainage Area (61,430 Acres), Mangonui County

Work in this district has comprised the maintenance of drains, stop-banks, and flood-
gates, the deepening of a small portion of the main drains to relieve flooding of the lower
areas, and some land-development work. As the result of subsidence of the peat swamp,
most of the drains require widening and deepening, and this work can be carried out
economically with a drag-line excavator. A machine of this type is also required for
reconstruction of stop-banks on the Awanui River and foreshore, which are being under-
mined by erosion and wave action. During the year all maintenance drains were cleared
of growth, and the following were deepened : portion of Church Gully Drain, Awanui
Drain, Spains Drain, and all of Subritzkys, Maimari, and Abbots Northern. A number
of Calco culverts used for flood-gates are becoming badly rusted and will require replacing
in the near future. Repairs to the Whangatane Spillway are not yet completed, but
the material is now on the site and it is hoped to have the work carried out before the
coming winter.

The winter of 1946 was a prolonged wet one, and owing to the subsidence of the
peat country causing further deterioration of most of the main drains a considerable
amount of flooding on the lower areas was experienced.

Expenditure and Rates.—Expenditure on maintenance for the year amounted to
£1,680.

Rates struck : Special, £2,710 ; general, £2,213.
Rates collected, including arrears : Special, £2,213 ; general, £2,243.
Rebates (33J per cent.) allowed on special rates (1946-47) on account of prompt

payment, £578.
Maori rates struck (gross) were £323. Of this amount, £173 has been paid,, and

rebates allowable amount to £37.

Hikurangi Drainage Area (50,000 Acres), Whangarei County

No work was carried out in this area.
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' Waihi Drainage Area (20,000 Acres), Tauranga County

Drain-maintenance work in this district is being seriously handicapped by the lack
of plant available to overtake arrears of maintenance of the main outlet drainsand canals.
All three of the main canals—the Kaikokopu, the Wharere, and the Pongakawa—are
silting up to a dangerous extent and bad flooding of neighbouring pasture land is certain
to take place next winter.

The small R.B. 10 drag-line excavator purchased second-hand by the Department
last year has been laid up for periods totalling nearly six months and has had to be
extensively overhauled. Another plant which was to have been loaned to the district
by the Public Works Department has not yet arrived, as it is undergoing repairs. Even
with two plants operating continuously, it will be many years before arrears of main-
tenance are overtaken.

The R.B. 10 excavator has done good work since it has been overhauled and has
completed the widening and deepening of the Waerenga Road Drain, excavating about
4,000 cubic yards from 50 chains of drain. It then widened and deepened the Kaikokopu
Road Drain for 56 chains, removing 4,900 cubic yards of spoil; and in the middle of
February it commenced work on the urgently needed reconditioning of the Wharere
Canal. Accumulations of Poa aquatica and other weeds were removed from 70 chains
of the canal, and then a start was made in removing the accumulated silt. By the end
of March, 41 chains had been covered and 3,800 cubic yards excavated. A total of
14,700 cubic yards has been excavated during the year. This machine was also used
in the construction of the suction bay for the new flood pumping-station erected near
the junction of the Waerenga Road and the Wharere Canal. The suction bay and
pump-house have been completed, but the pumps have yet to be installed and improve-
ments made to inlet drains.

The manual work carried out in the Waihi Drainage Area for the year has comprised
the usual annual cleaning of main drains. This year 26 miles 17 chains of drains were
cleaned by men working on contract and 7 miles 42 chains by men working on wages.

Expenditure and Rates.—Expenditure on maintenance for the year amounted to
£1,404.

Rates struck : Special, £765 ; general, £1,608.
Rates collected, including arrears : Special, £BBB ; general, £1,428.
In this district the statutory period of six months and fourteen days during which

rates may be paid/ without the imposition of 10 per cent, penalty does not expire until
7th August, 1947. Receipts up to 31st March, 1947, only are included in this report.

Poukawa Drainage Area (15,567 Acres), Hawke's Bay

Maintenance work at a cost of £429 was carried out during the year, and I am again
indebted to the Commissioner of Crown Lands, Napier, for the preparation and inspection
of drain-cleaning contracts and payments made to contractors.

Rates struck : Special, £999 ; general, £3ll.
Rates collected, including arrears : Special, £6lB ; general, £192.
No progress has been made regarding Native rates in this area. /

The amounts shown in this report as expenditure on maintenance.may be.subject
to slight variation on completion of accounts.

I have, &c,
E. Taylor,

Chief Drainage Engineer.
The Under-Secretary for Lands, Wellington.

STATEMENT OF ACCOUNTS
A statement of accounts is published in parliamentary paper 8.-l [Pt. IV].

Approximate Cost of Paper. —Preparation, not given ; printing (533 copies), £4 10s.

By Authority: E. V. Paul, Government Printer, Wellington.—l947.
Price 3d.]
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