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1947
NEW ZEALAND

NATIONAL PATRIOTIC FUND BOARD

(REPORT OF) FOR THE YEAR EXDED 30rz SEPTEMBER, 1946

Presented to both Houses of the General Assembly pursuant to Regulation 21 of the Patriotic
Purposes Bmergency Regulations 1939

'he Hon. the Mintstir or INTHRNAL ArFrairs, Wellington.

Tir National Paﬁmtc Fund Board has the honour to present it seventh annual report'
and balance-sheet for the year ended 30th September, 1946.

1. INTRODUCTION

The expenditure of patriotic moneys by the Board and its agents during the year
showed a very substantial decrease on the four previous vears. This was a natural
coroilary upon the return of a large number of Service personnel from overseas and the
reduction in strength in New Zealand.

The annual gross expenditure of the Board, since its inception, exclusive of
expenditure by the Provincial Patriotic Councils, was as follows :—

£
193940 .. . .. .. 233,737
194041 .. .. .. .. 047,644
194142 .. .. .. .. 1,097,944
194243 .. .. .. .. ], 601,725
194344 .. .. .. .. 1,857,281
194445 .. .. .. .. 1,868,962
1945-46 .. .. .. .. 995,684

ib‘} 202 ,9T7

(ross cash receipts, again cxclusive of Provincial Patriotic Funds, for the same
period were £9,492,075.
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2. SUMMARY OF RECEIPTS AND PAVYMENTS
The following table shows the state of the Provincial and National Patriotic Funds

as at 1st October,
as at 3(1th %pten‘hor 1946 :—

1945, and receipts and payments during the vear, and the funds held

Receipts. Payments.

Provincial Patriotic Councils. Bﬂﬁ‘;&g’““ Received L Bah;lge on

1st October, 194’ 514 4((; > Payments. 30th September

1945 (including . 1946 (including

Investments). l ‘ Investments).
— . o

g £ g | ¢
Northland 46,609 9,546 3,956 52,199
Auckland .. 202,316 .)5,-09 7,580 | 227,995
‘Waikato 50,684 20,457 812 | 70,329
Bay of Plenty 39,187 (’),982 387 45,782
East Coast 51,477 9,114 10,400 50,191
Hawke’s Bay 123,312 11,623 1,997 ]‘3.4, 938
Taranaki 86,509 9,311 1,374 94,446
Wellington 230,341 107,121 69,164 268,25)8
Marlborough 19,408 3,371 1,186 21,593
Nelson 30,815 6,102 2,123 84,704
Westland 31,769 7 354 378 38,745
Canterbury 141,640 (»2 ,453 46,966 157,127
Otago 263,277 28,628 26,688 265,217
Southland .. 121,165 10,115 23,647 107,633
Totals 1,488,509 325,436 196,658 1, !)l 7,287
National Patviotic Fund Board
Balance as at 1st October, 1045~ - £
Cash 626,295
Investinents 447,175 £

Receipts from all sources

Payments

Cash and investments as at 30th September, 1946

* Cash, £70,112 ;

3. Work BY EXPENDING

Investments, £1,218,986.

AGENTS

General

1,073,470
1,211,312
9,984,782

995,684

#£1,289,098

With the rapid reduction of the number of personnel in the Armed Forces, the
amps, air and naval stations in New Zealand was

work of the expending agents in the
considerably reduced dmuw the year.
on the conduct of the patrlonc work in

following expending agents -
ta) to)

The Catholic War Services Fund Board
The Church of England Military Affairs Committee

The Salvation Army
The Y.M.C.A.

The Joint Council of the Order of

St John and New

Zealand Red Cross Society

The Board provided the necessary {unds spent
camps In New Zealand and overseas by the

N
|
#For combatant troops.
|

For sick and wounded.
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As the work of the expending agents of the Board has been fully dealt with in
previous reports it will be sufficient to mention briefly the work of each during the vear
wider review.

Claiholic War Services Fund Bowrd

Due to the closing of (fannps the two huts which were serviced by this organization
at the mm'thmemeht of the vear closed. This concluded six soof unremitting
service by the Catholic War Service Fund Board, and the Board desires to express its
appreciation of the work of the organization and ull those citizens associated with it
during this period.

Salvation Arivy War Pusposes Board
Thix organization also ceased work on behalf of the Board dwring the vear, and
the Board desires to pay a tribute to it and to all those who assisted i its work with the
Armed Forces during some six vears.

Church of Eugland Military Affairs Cominittee
This Comuulttee commenced the vear with two huts and six Air Foree chapels in
New Zealand, one hut in Norfolk Island, one at Base Camp, Maadi, und two clubs in
talv

With the withdrawal of New Zealand Forces from Italy and the transfer of the

Division to Japan, the huts in the Middle Bast closed in December, 1945
) pan, s

In Japan, Church Army stafls two recreation roons

At tu“ close of the year the Committee operutud one hut and six (,hapds in New
Zoalansl.

Expenditure on Buffet, £2,785, and receipts, £2,915. Advances by the Board

1l > H H ) B

atounted to £6,000.

4.

The Y.M.C.A. commenced the year operating thirty-nine huts, of which twenty-
three reimained open at the 30th September, 1946. With the withdrawal of the Neow
Zewlawd troops from the Middle Hast the huts in that arvea were closed. A number of
Y.M.C.A. welfare workers proceeded to Japan with the New Zealand Division, and
this phase of the work is dealt with later under the appropriate heading.

Canteen sales of the Y.M.C.A. in New Zealand for the year were £42,777, and the
net surplus £369. The Board advanced £11,000.

Joint Council of the Order of Si. John and New Zealund Red ('ross Society

This organization is entrusted with the work of caring for the sick and wounded,
and in this connection it operates the homes known as Evelvn Firth, Auckland; Mowai,
\‘».R*Hin(fton ; Rannerdale, Christchurch ;  and Montecello, Dunedin.

The total receipts from all souzees for the vear amounted to £64,031, and of this
anmount iol,d:)o was recelved from the Board. Liquidation of medical fabries, wool,
tobacco, foodstuffs, &e., realized £21,070.

An important phase of the work of the Council was the care and attention of
internees from Singapore and the Kast whilst in New Zealand. Clothing supplied to
these people cost £6,740, and general comforts £503.

New Zealand Navy League War Council

This Council continued its work of caring for Navy personnel.
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Air Force Relations
From the early days of the war this organization saw to the provision of ainenities,
woollen comforts, &e., for Air Foree personnel.  Although the cessation of hostilities
meant a lessening demand for woollens, there was still 4 considerable amonnt of work
in providing garments for personnel returning home and those attached to the
R.N.Z.A.F. Squadron, Japan.

New Zealand Lady Galway Patriotic Guld
During the year this Guild sent overseas 556 cases of clothing, making a total of
3,709 cases since its inception.

Overseas Sewmen’s Gift Committee

This Committee ceased to be an expending agent of the Board on the 31st Decewber,
1945. The organization, together with a sim ilar one in Auckland associated with the
Auckland Metropolitan Committee, had, since the carly days of the war, provided
personnel on overseas merchant ships with gift pareels, woollen comforts, books,
periodicals, and other ship-board amenities, mainly from patriotic funds. The Board
desires to express its appreciation of the work of the Committee in this most important
phase of the patriotic effort.

Woollern. Coinforts

The work of providing woollen comforts for service pmwnnvl was concluded in
1946, and brought to a close a service which had done much to add to the comfort of
New Zealand service personnel hoth overseas andd iy New Zealand. The huge volume
of knitting done by the women of New Zealand 1y indicated in the table set out below,
and a b],ccul tribute is due to them for this magnificent work, and also to Mrs. A, A
Stitchbury (Navy), Mrs. D. C. McRae (Army), and Miss Morice (Air Foree), who super-
vised the distribution of the wool and the sorting and packing of the knitted garments.

Cumurative RETURN or WOOLLEN (00Ds MADE AND ISSUKD DURING THE PHRRIOD
‘Mfl TO ‘Dqulean R, 1946

o Lo

4 f ! . 2

Z : i & E]

— = ; i 0 f 1 e g5 S

Ei A S & & 2% g e

K = 5 | g B g =

] & = ~ 4] =® [ =

- - T P I A
Army Sl 29,880 | 913 | 29,6 5,775 070,152 0 L. 64,154 0 1,720
Air Force Rels 1110115 49,474 7,595 | 88,705 | 81,059 | 68,540 5| 13,530 1 14,664
Navy League 32,232 | 5,928 | 26,747 | 20,203 | 26,514 ‘ 8,725 | 26,129 | 6,633
Overseas (Army, Navy, [249.511 | 8,270 [168,573 | 30,569 202,5(;2. 4,274 | 73,906 | 17,465

and Air Force) !

Totals .. .. (361,098 | 22,706 283,661 1136,600 |367,768 ] 13,004 {180,719 | 40,482

4. Work OVERSEAS
Pacific
The year under review saw the termination of the work of the Board iu the forward
areas and its limitation to Fijl and Norfolk Island.
No. 1 Islands Group. Thc supply of amenities to this arca could not have been
satisfactorily accomplished without the ready and practical assistance of Air Department
in the provision of air freight. At peak, Air personnel were stationed on twenty-five
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islands, and these were required to be provided with a constant supply of all amenities
and comforts. In October, 1945, owing to the sharp drop in the number of personnel
in the area, Squadron Leader J. R. Herbert, the Board’s Commissioner, who had been
responsible for the organization and operation of the patriotic work there, returned to
New Zealand, and the control then devolved upon Mr. Alister Dunn, Senior Y.M.C.A.
Secretary.  Much of the work in the latter stages was concerned with the disposal of
assets, aund in this connection sales were made to the Australian Forces and church
missions.

The outstanding success achieved in the provision of amenities and comforts to
Alr Foree personnel was due largely to the efforts of Squadron Leader Herbert and also
to the assistance rendered by Air Department.

Fiji—-In November, 1945, Captain J. K. B. Fountain, the Board’s Commissioner
with the New Zealand Forces in Fiji, returned to New Zealand, and the work of caring
for the Service personnel hecante o matter for Y. M.C.A. with funds and supplies provided
by the Board.

Norfolks islund. -This arcs continued to be serviced by the Church Army Militury
Affairs Committee on hehalf of the Board.

United Kingdom
Like other areas, many of the Service personnel had been repatriated. Nevertheless,
there was still a considerable volume of work in connection with the repatriation of
prisoners of war and also these Serviee personnel remaining in England.
The New Zealand Forces Club, which had been in operation at 4-6 Charing Cross
Road, London, closed on the 31st December, 1945, after rendering a vary valuable
service for five years,

Middle East and ITtaly

The year under review saw a gradual withdrawal of troops from Italy to Hgyp,
and, with the exception of the Division for Japan, their repatriation to New Zealand.

Lowry Hut.-—This hut, which was one of the best known in the Middle East, closed
at the end of October, 1945.

Realization of Assets.—Owing to the diversified nature of the patriotic property,
its realization presented a very real problem. Goods were offered, firstly, to the British
Army at current N.AA R prices, and then to civilian buvers upon a competitive

1 C ) ! ) ) J i COT}
basis. Prices obtained were generally very satisfactory, and the sum of £350,000,
approximately, has been realized.

Colonel ¥F. Waite, the Board’s Commissioner in the Middle Kast, returned to New
Zealand in 1945, and bis duties there were assumed by Major K. R. Coilins, who was
repatriated to New Zealand in September, 1946. -

The Board desires to express its appreciation of the work of Colonel Waite, who had
been its Cominissioner in the Middle Bast since 1940, and of Major Colling for his part
in the patriotic work in the area.

Repatriation of Prisoners of War
The few remaining prisoners of war returned to New Zealand from England during
the year. Major S. C. Read, the Board’s Commissioner in the United Kingdom, together
with Mr. C. Cassels, Senior Y.M.C.A. Secretary, were responsible for the very efficient
service rendered repatriated prisoners of war, and the Board desires to express its
appreciation of the work of these two officers. Major Read returned to New Zealand in
April, 1946.
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India

The work in this area continued under the able supervision of By, ]
the Board’s Honorary Commissioner there.

Australia
The Board’s representatives in Syduney, Melbourne, and Perth countinued to care
for visiting personnel. This work was greatly nereased owing to the large numbers of
troops calling into Australian ports on their way home.
Haeremai House, in Melbourne, which had fulfilled o valuuble service as a
hospitality centre for visiting Service personnel, closed on the 31st March, 1946

Jupan

With the New Zealand occupation Force which left the Middle Hast in January,
1946, went a fully equipped welfure service under the control of Mr. R. 8. Knapp, Senior
Y.M.C.A. Secretary, and National Patriotic Fuud Board Commissioner. Sufficient
sports equipment to last twelve wmonths, canteen supplies, picture plants, and a variety
of other items which would be necessary to establish a welfare service equal to that
which had operated in the Middle East were taken. Conditions, however, were very
different in Japan from those in the Middle East, mainly due to the fact that suitable
buildings as recreation huts were not available, nor was furniture readily procurable.
The various problems were surmounted, but it was some time before a satisfactory
welfare service was established.  No supplies were available locally;  these were all
obtained through the central pm‘cu(w i ageney  for the British Commonwealth
Ocoupational Forces. To supplement supplies, stocks of tew, sugar, and milk were
forwarded from New Zealand when opportunity arose.  Itews of this nature were lssued
free to the troops. Apart from the moneys and stecks taken from the Middle
East, the Board’s expenditure on the Force up to the 30th September, 1946, amounted
to £10,617.

5. DisposaL oF ASSETS

Overseas—With the exception of band instruments and equipment in remote
localities such as the No. 1 Islands Group, all patriotic property was sold in the area in
which it was located. The amounts realized excecded £350,000.

New Zealand.—The disposal of the Board’s property in New Zealand was entrusted
to a special Committee set up by the Board for the purposc. Some three hundred
different types of items were handled, including huts, furniture, musical iustruments,
cinematograph-plants, ice-cream plants, and sports equipment of all types. The aim
of the Committee was to atford all persons an opportunity to purchase, and to that end
sales were effected by public auction and by tender in all parts of the Dominion. Prices
generally were very satisfactory. The sum of £181,000 was realized during the year.

6. SECRETARY
During the year Mr. (. A. Hayden, who has been Secrctary to the Board since its
inception, and whose work has been of inestimable value to the patriotic effort of New
Zealand, suffered a severe breakdown in health. The Board expresses the wish that he
will soon be restored to full health.

7. OBITUARY
The Board regrets to record the deatl during the year of one of its most valued
members in the person of the Ho ncen axdl, ., CB.E, who was als
1 the j th Hon, Vi b \V I, M.L.C, CB.E., wi lso
Honorary Secretary § riotie Ward had

of the Wellington Provincial I
rendered outstanding serviee to the patriotic effort throughout the war years, and his
loss wus a grievous one.
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8. APPRECIATION

The Board again desires to express its appreciation for the co-operation and
assistance given by the Provincial Patriotic Counecils and their Committee and welfare
organizations throughout New Zealand. It also wishes to thank its Commissioners and
representatives overseas, and its expending agents in New Zealand and overseas. Thanks
are also due to the Government Departments which assisted it in its work and to the
Service Chicfs and to the press. The Board also desires to thank the voluntary workers
and the public who subscribed the funds.

Finally, the Board wishes to thank its office staff for the loyal and efficient service
rendered, and the Government for meeting the office salaries and rent, and for assistance
in other respects. .

For and on behalf of the National Patriotic Fund Board.

A. H. Gmssoxn, Aecting Secretary-Treasurer.
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