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Of all classes of admissions, 1,542 were discharged, or 68-59 per cent. calculated
on the number admitted. It is not possible to consider that all of these were fully
recovered, but 43-73 per cent. were considered to have recovered from their mental
breakdowns, a proportion which may be considered very creditable.
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MENTAL INFIRMITY DUE TOo OLD AGEt

Attention is drawn to the inereasing number of old people who are being cared for
in mental hospitals. This age group in recent years has been forming a greater propor-
tion of admissions, and it will be seen from Table IV that at 31st December there were
resident 902 over seventy years of age and a further 1,397 between sixty and seventy
years of age. A large proportion of these cases could be looked after in homes suitable
for their own particular condition. They require very largely no specialized form of
treatment for their mental condition, only sympathetic care and supervision, along
with guidance into a more orderly and routine life which is so necessary for them.
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