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The economic conditions immediately following the two world wars differed
materially. In 1919 the New Zealand market was flooded with impor‘rw] woods ordered
hut not delivered during the war, and the ninor depression of the early © 20\ followed.
If the commonly held theory that bad times sre a major contributing factor in fire loss
is correct, it would be reasonable to expect an lucresse in hoth the number of fives and
the amount of loss in the years immediately following the war. This is not shown i
either the national or the fire district figures. It was during the comparatively prosperous
period 1926 to 1931 that both the number and severity of fires increased, and both figures
dropped sharply when the full impact of the world depression was felt in 1931.

On the other hand, the Second World War has been immediately followed by a period
of rising prices, full employment, and shortage of goods and accommodation. Replace-
ment of erther goods or huildings destroyed by fire is difiicult, and there is every financial
inducement to the employer, owner, or person in control to take extreme S‘&f@olhﬂ(is
against fire. In fact, both the number of fives wnd the average losses have more than
doubled. Txperience shows that the actual fire-loss figures for any year is determined
mainly by the number and severity of lurge fires. In these revorts the dividing-line
between the two classes bas been taken at £5,000, which represents a fire which has
reached a stage difficult to control, and in which the fire is la )1{' to involve the whole or
major part of the building and contents. The following table contains an analysis of the
losses for three normal low-loss years representative of the period 1931 to 1941, contrasted
with the figures for the last three years,

i Kive Disiricts, 1938 L1 and 1946 -4

Tuble 11 -Comperison of Fire Statistics

104743, " 1943
!

1938 39, ] ! | 1910 41, ‘ 1946 9.
| ! I
! I [
Number of large fires (loss | 13 18 | [+
£5,000 or more) i |
Loss in large fires . . £302,150 £748,006 | £315,100
Numbher of small fires (]n\\ {42 1,922 1,959

less than £5,000)
in smaldi tives .. S 129,330
e loss per fire in small [T

The importance of these figures is to shiow that while the Jarge-fire loss
from £100,000 to £1,000,000, the small-five loss s relatively constant in the two periods,
In round figures, the nmmnber of smali fires and e Joss in these fires has doubled in the
high-loss period of the last three ve
another. The basis on which the returis have heen made in fire districts 1s not sufficiently
ive dedaction heing made

Mot fives are due o earelessness of one sort or

accurate and they cover too short @ peviod to wamant & posi
from them. The figures in these two tables do, however, eontain the hint that fwice us
many fires involve carelessness by twiee iy many peesons. [tomust also be noted that
twice as many fires in trade and industry ix likely to result in an inereased nmunber of
farge fires, and an increased national fire wastage which only good fortune will yefain
within econonie limits.

FIRKE-PREVENTION
The indications from the world-depression period are that the knowledge that there
is not another job around the corner does tend fo make people careful to prevent the
fire which will throw them out of work.  We hope to overcome our post-war economic
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