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protection.  No five district will be created in future unless the water supply is so approved (cleuses
[0 and 18). Urban areas in which there is no reticulated water supply or where the water supply is

’ uroved standard are to be classed as secondary urban five distriets.  The Bill varies the
wtion of revenue (elawse 33y for these districts and limits the expenditure in view of the
fler size of the towns and the lesser standard of protection possible.

Urban Fire Authorities
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4. The cxisting leg
(clause 8

slation under which fire brigades are established and maintained is repealed
87y ancd adl fire brigades will come under the Bill.  'The existing system of local administration of
{ rotained.  The controlling local authorities are designated Urban Fire Authorities (clause 22)
to distinguish them from the corresponding Rural Fire Authorities set up under the Forest and Rural
Fires Act, 1947. The existing Fire Boards are to be retained but, except where united urban five
districts are constituted, no more Fire Boards will be set up. Instead of this the territorial local
anthority will be established as the Urban Fire Authority. It will set up in each district a Committer
to control the fire brigade or brigades, which will be financed as set out below.  In urban fire distriets
this Committee will have the same membership as a Fire Board (clause 23 (3) ) and will exercise most
of the powers of the Authorityv¥(clause 22 (3)).  In secondary urban fire districts a similar ('ommittee
is t0 be set up containing o representative of the brigade. but it will have only sueh powers as are
delegated by the local anthority (clawse 23 (4) ). The duties prescribed for these Authoritics
{clause 32) extend the existing provisions of the Fire Brigades Act, 1926, All Urban Fire Authoritics
wre required to conform with the scheme of fire defence and rural fire protection provided for in
clause 9 of the Bill.

Volunteer and Industrial Fire Biigades

5. Provision is made (clawses 41 to 43) for the registration of all volunteer and induostrial hrigade <
The purpose of this so fa
of the brigade are not individually employed (clawse 40) the agreement of service and the brigade rules
and regulations will ensuve the operation of the brigade under proper conditions of discipline an
dency. 16 is contemplated that industrial brigades will in future function to some extent under the
rural fire protection and emergeney scheme. It is therefore proposed that they shall be registered and
their conditions of service approved on the same basis as the volunteer brigades. Clause 40 (6) restricts
the operation of the Industrial Coneiliation and Arbitration Act. 1945, in its application to voluntecr
fire hrigades.

the volunteer brigades are concerned is to ensure that when the members

Financial Provisions

G. The Bill inereases considerably the Government contribution to the cost of the urban fire
services. 6 provides that the expenditure in fire distriets shall be contributed (clauses 50 to 5.3) in
the proportions, Government 10 per cent.. underwriters 50 per cent.. local authorities 40 per cent.
("The respective contributions payvable under the Fire Brigades Act, 1926, for the current year are 1-2
per cent., 49+ per cento,and 494 per cent.)  In secondary fire districts the local antho
to pay at least half the costs. "This is in recognition of the fact that a water supply adequate for fire
protection has not heen provided. A subsidy at the rate of pound for pound (clawse 53 (3) ) is pavable
by the Government and the underwriters, who contribute in the proportions of 1 6th and 5 6ths
respectively (clawses 30 (1) (a) and 57 (1) (b) ). The amount of the subsidy is fimited to €150,

exeept in sneein!

g is required

1

= where acdirection is given by the Minister. The loeal authorities pay no contri-

s of the Fire Services Councill These are divided betwern the Government and the
underwriters,  Provisic

bution to the cos

m s meade that the cost of speciad fire protection required for propesty of the

Crown (such s Devonport Naval Base and Trentham Camp. and certain of the forestry arews) shall
Feo padd from the fonds of the Fire Serviee Conneil,

e Defenee and Rerad Five Protection

7. The Fire Service Council is required (clauwse 9) to prepare and administer o scheme for tive
defence, rural tire protection, and reinforcement between brigades at large tires. it may provide
cquipment for this purpose or, in the case of the larger Urban Fire Authorities, may require the latler
to make provision in accordance with the scheme.  Regulations are to be made (clause 84) for the
registration of both residential and commercial buildings in rural areas, and the Council will provide
for the protection of these by five brigades located in the vicinity and for the payment to the Urban
Fire Authoritics of the registration fe The costs of the actual fire protection will be borne by the
tervitorial locad authority of the vural wd provision will be made for co-ordination with the activities
of the Buoral Fire Authorities ests mder the Forest and Rural Fires Act, 947,
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