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REPORT

INTRODUCTION
Tae influctee o poor erop has on the Profit and Loss Account is shown clearly this year.
The heavy rust infestation of the 1947-48 crop resulted in very light crops of low quality,
and consequently most factories were working on short tonnages with resulting 1
in overhead. The Methven factory, which was hit hardest in this regard, showed a loss
of £7,885. This factory, with a capacity of 1,800 tons, processed 740 tons during 1943 ;
and other factories, though less hard hit, were running at uneconomic throughputs
because of lack of straw. Fibre vields were quite satisfactory, but quality. was very
low. Most Canterbury erops were practically devoid of any seed vield and many were
retted without being deseeded. The Winton crop was wood, and demonstrated the
wisdom of spreading the seasonal risk geographically.
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