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11, SOCTAL CONDITIONS

10. TLABOUR AND KMPLOYMENT

No industries with the exception of the collection (md preparation of copi:
for export exist in the arca and therefore no necessity has arvisen for the
supervision of the labour and employment conditions of the Natives in the
Croup. No labour is recruited in the area lor employment m.sewhue in the
Pacifiec. The islanders are allowed to visit Samoa without wvestriction and
while there are generally supervised by the Administration and earved for hy
the missions.

11. HEALTH AND SANITATION

Health servieces in the Tokelau Islands are organized and supervised {rom
Apia, from where also the supplies are drawn. The basic¢ staff on cach of the
three islands consists of one local dresser {male) and one local nurse (female).
Two Samoan medical praectitioners are resident in the islands. At Atafu, the
northern atoll, there is a Samoan medical practitioner in full-time residenee.
The other two islands share a Samoan medical practitioner, who resides in each
for approximately six months per year. At Fakaofo, where there is the
largest population, there is, in addition, a Samoan trained nurse. A Huropean
qualified Medical Officer visits the islands at appre.dmately six-monthly
intervals.

In each island the dressers and loecal nurses serve in the hospital, doing
mainly out-patient dressings, and nursing such in-patients as may he admitted.
The Samoan medical practitioner performs the full functions, both preventive
and therapeutie, of a doctor, holding his more difficult cases for consultation
with the Turopean Medical Officer when he comes. The addition of a Samoean
trained nurse to the staff at Fakaofo was for the purpose of separating health
maintenance, and particularly infant-welfare work, from the general funetion
of the hospital there. Iler duties are mainly concerned with health edueation
and supervision in these fields through the women’s committecs.

The women’s committees are voluntary organizations to which most of the
women in each island belong and through whom health education and propa-
ganda may be disseminated. They perform a useful function by mutual
assistance in sueh matters as home nursing and maternal and infant-welfare
work. In addition, they perform a useful social function by keeping alive the
Native arts and erafts and assuring that the home conditions of (‘1ch family
are at least up to a minimum standa rd laid down by the Comumittees.

The ineidenee of disease in the islands is slight.  There have been no cases
of smallpox, leprosy, plague, ov cholera, and yeﬂow fever is unknown. The
only mosquito identified in the islands is the .ledes pscudoscutellaris, and
filaria is present, carried by this mosquito. There is no malaria. Reecent
surveys reveal a miero-filarial rate of about 10 per cent., most of the
carriers having resided either in Samoa or some other endemic zone for at
least some months. No cases of syphilis have been reported, although yaws iy
common among the children, but is quickly reduced by appropriate therapy.
Rats constitute an eeonomic problem of some magnitude, hut examinations of
rats caught have failed to reveal that they ave the carriers of any diseasc.

The health of these small ecommunities is satistactory. Their villages are
clean, and the general sanitary conditions are good. Latrines present only a
small problem, as they can be erected over deep water on all living islets, but
care must be exercised to ensure that this is always done.

Several visits have been made and extractions and treatment given hy
Samoan dental officers, and on a reecent visit a European Medical Officor
examined eye conditions and preseribed 179 pair of spectacles,
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