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MAORI PURPOSES FUND BOARD
ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31st MARCH, 1949

Presented to Both Houses of the General Assembly Pursuant to Section 14 of the Maori
Purposes Fund Act, 1934-35

GENERAL
The annual meeting of the Board was held on the 23rd September, 1949.

'On his retirement from the position of Under-Secretary of the Department of Maori
Affairs in September, 1948, Mr. Gr. P. Shepherd ceased to be a member of the Board,
and it is desired to record the Board's appreciation of the keen interest taken by Mr.
Shepherd in the operations during his term of office. His place has been filled by Mr.
T. T. Ropiha, now Under-Secretary for Maori Affairs, in accordance with section 7 of
the Maori Purposes Fund Act, 1934-35.

OPERATIONS
Education.—A grant of £750 was again made to the Education Department to be

used for assisting promising Maori students in furthering their studies at secondary schools
and University. In expending this grant the Department of Education takes into
account the financial circumstances of the parents and endeavours to assist those students
who, by reason of remoteness from schools or other causes, might otherwise be unable
to continue with post-primary studies. During the past year thirty-three students
have been assisted to attend secondary schools and two others have received grants to
help with University courses.

A grant of £2OO was made to enable Miss Miraka Petricevich to take up a Pacific
Fellowship which had been awarded to her by the American Association of University
Women. The fellowship provided for a post-graduate course of one year in social science
at the University of'Hawaii, and the Board's grant was made to assist Miss Petricevich
with expenses not covered by the fellowship. The Board congratulated Miss Petricevich
in the distinction she has earned for herself and for the Maori people.

Publications—Sir Peter Buck's "Coming of the Maori " is now about to be released,
and the Board is confident that it will be enthusiastically received by the public. The
book presents in a most attractive and readable form a summary of our knowledge of
Maori tradition, mythology, and material culture, and it is appropriate that it should
be a member of the Maori race who has carried out this extremely important work.
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Mr. Norman Smith's book, " The Maori People and lis,' 5 was published during the
year and met with a very gratifying reception by reviewers. Sales to date have been
most satisfactory.

With the financial assistance of the Board, the Polynesian Society has made good
progress with the publication of the third volume of traditional Maori songs collected and
annotated by Sir Apirana Ngata.

General.—Grants Were received from the various Maori Land Boards during the
year for certain specified purposes, including contributions to the Auckland Maori
Community Centre, the Maori guest house at Rotorua, and the improvement of tribal
maraes.

Statement op Receipts and Expenditure pop the Year Ended 31st March, 1949
Receipts £ Expenditure £

Cash balance as at Ist April, 1948 .. 61,887 Administration expenses, &c. .. 237
Interest ..

.. •• •• 1,850 Grants—
£

Grants from Maori Land Boards .. 2,650 Educational .. .. 950
Miscellaneous receipts (sales, &c.) .. 465 Miscellaneous .. .. 2,781

Publication.. .. ..
••

• 425
Miscellaneous .. • • •• 17
Balance at 31st March, 1949 .. .. 62,442

£66,852 £66,852

Budget for Year Ending 31st March, 1950
Expenditure I Incofne

Administration— £ £ £

Audit fee .-•
• 9 Interest from Maori Trustee .. .. 1,800

Maori Trust Commission .. 60 Grants from Consolidated Fund .. 750*
Freight .. .. •• 2 Receipts from sales .. ..

•• 1 > 800
Insurance . . .. 7 Refund of rent .. .. .. 35
Printing and (Stationery .. 5
Rent ..

•••
• 60

Salary .. .. •• 35
Travelling-expenses .. 45
Sundries ..

..
.. 7

Education grants .. .. .. 1,000
Photographs ofcarved houses .. 60
Polynesian Society .. .. . • 400
Publication.. ..

.. .. 2,000
Payments to authors .. .. 350
Sextennial Essay Competition .. 50
Balance available for miscellaneous grants 295

£4,385 £4,385

* Includes grant of£375 for year 1948-49 paid after 31st March, 1949.

Approximate Cost ofPaper.—Preparation, not given; printing (654 copies), £8

By Authority: R. E. Owen, Government Printer, Wellington.—1949.
Price 3d.]
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