for instance, in America, where corporal punishment was abolished, it has been
found desirable to reintroduce it.

Hducation, healthy work, and systematic industrial teaching will be the
chief means of reclalmmg those who have unfortunately started on a wrong path
in life. That such means have been successful in the past is shown by the
results of a careful inquiry that has been made into the subsequent history of
inmates of our industrial schools from the passing of the Act of 1882; out of
over 1,100 that have passed out of the control of the schools, and about whom
the Department has authentic information, 90 per cent. at least have turned
out well. The success that has attended industrial school work in New Zealand,
despite imperfections and drawbacks that the Department is now endeavourlng
to remove, has not escaped the notice of authorities outside the colony. For
instance, one of the most exhaustive reviews of such work throughout the world
is contained in a paper read before the Royal Statistical Society of Great Britain
in March, 1900, “The Treatment of Juvenile Offenders,” by Miss Rosa M.
Barrett. The writer warmly praises many features of the New Zealand system,
and in the concluding summary of her essay expresses the opinion that ‘ the
best examples of preventive work’ (¢.e., work intended to prevent crime) ¢ are
afforded in the countries of New Zealand, Ontario (Canada), and in the States of
Massachusetts, Michigan, and Minnesota.”

The necessity for further progress must not, however, be lost sight of;
accordingly, it is proposed to give to Boards of Education the power to establish
separate truant schools, and thereby to check at its outset the nomadic habit
that so often leads to juvenile delinquency. It is hoped also that the introduction
of more definite industrial training into the schools—-such as that given, for
instance, in the workshops lately erected at Burnham-—will still further increase
the chances of success in the treatment of those committed to the schools.

A second officer was appointed in August, 1900, to visit inmates boarded out
with foster-parents, residing with friends on probation, and at service; and for the
same work one of the two Assistant Inspectors of Industrial Schools appomted in
January of the present year will be partly available. These officers have to
make themselves acquainted with the individual circumstances of some 1,050
children. The work is constant and responsible, but the additional supervision
thus provided over non-resident inmates, supplementing the watchful care
exercised by the managers and official correspondents of the schools and the
local visitors, will, it is hoped, render the boarding-out and licensing systems
even more successful than they have been before.

From time to time regulations have been issued dealing with various matters
that concern industrial-school inmates, but no complete set of regulations has
hitherto been drawn up. Indeed, until the passing of the Act of last year, there
was no power given to make regulations, except in regard to one or two matters,
for the management of private industrial schools. Shortly, however, a set of
regulations dealing with industrial-school matters generally, and applying to
Government and private schools alike, will be issued; and it is hoped that the
issue of definite instructions on all the most important points will tend to the
more efficient management of all the schools.

During the year 1900 157 inmates ceased to be under the control of the
schools—namely, discharged, 112; having reached the age of twenty-one years,
23; by transfer to the Costley Tra,ining Institution, 6; by marriage, 5; by
death, 11. The number of deaths (11) was unusually high. Of these, six were
deaths of inmates in hospital—namely, two from phthisis, one from sarcoma of lung,
one from tubercular peritonitis, one from cardiac disease and pneumonia, and
one from typhoid fever; two were children boarded out, both of whom died of
tubercular meningitis; and three in residence died of meningitis, double
pneumonia, and acute gastritis respectively.

The number admitted during the year was 192—namely, 51 from Wel-
lington, 89 from Auckland, 36 from Dunedin, 25 from Christchurch, and 41
from the smaller towns and country districts, the committals from the latter
being in every case under 8 in number. Desorlbmg the children admitted
according to their religion, we find that 98 are set down as belonging to the
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