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The total average attendance for the whole colony continues to improve.
For the year 1900 the average was 111,747 for 1901 it was 111,797 ; while
last year it reached 118,711, which is the highest that has been attained in
any year since the coming into force of the Education Act of 1877. As in
1901, owing to the prevalence of sickness, one quarter shows a considerable
falling off when compared with the rest; in 1902 it was the last quarter, in 1901
the third quarter of the year.
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1893 114,305 | 124,686 ' 99 ,872 ' 98,615 785 2,026 2,066 | -1 ,045] |~ —455]
1894 116,819 127,300 107,032 | 104,996 818 | 2,514 2,614 J 6,279 ‘ 4,875
1895 119,900 | 129,856 108,708 ' 108,394 | 828 | 3,081 2,556 1,676 3,398
1896 122,425 . 131,037 ( 110,274 | 110,517 833 2,595 1,181 ‘ 1,566 2,123
1897 123,533 132,197 | 111,952 ' 112,828 | 839 | 1,108 1,160 1,678 1,811
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1902 128,456 | 182,262 1,914
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111,556 | 118,711 | 849 | 781 911 [—798]

The average of the weekly roll-numbers for the year shows a marked
increase (1083) over that for 1901, but it still falls 9 short of that for the year
1897, which is the highest yet recorded. The figures for 1897 were 133,961 ;
tor 1901 they were 132,869 ; and for 1902 they were 133,952. The number on
the roll at the end of the year also shows the substantial increase of 911 over
the number on the roll in December, 1901, the actual totals being respectively
132,262 and 131,351, this year’s number being in advance of any previous year’s.

Partly through the operation of the School Attendance Act of 1901 and
partly from other causes, such as the increase in the number of schools in
sparsely populated districts, attendance at public schools has improved, and there
seems to be good reason to hope that it may still further improve. The standard
of regularity of attendance reached in 1900 and 1901—namely, 841 of the average
weekly roll-number, rose to 84'9 in 1902. This figure is a high one compared with
the corresponding figures for the British Isles and for the several States of the
Australian Commonwealth. According to the latest returns which are available
the average attendance in primary day-schools in England was 83'6 per cent.
of the net enrolment, in Scotland 829 per cent., and in Ireland 65 per cent.
For the Australian States the numbers were : New South Wales, 726 ; Victoria,
66:5; Queensland, 81'3; South Australia, 79'9; Western Australia, 81-6; Tas-
mania, 74'4. These returns are for 1901 in the case of Scotland, Ireland, and
New South Wales, and for 1902 in all other cases.
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