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Agkeement.

Agreement made this 12th day of June, 1904, between His Majesty in right of his Colony of
New Zealand (who with his successors and assigns is hereinafter referred to as "the
King") of the one part, and the New Zealand and African Steamship Company (herein-
after referred to as " the Contractors ") of the other part, witnesseth that it is hereby
mutually agreed between the parties hereto as follows, that is to say :—

1. In this agreement the following words and expressions shall, unless the context otherwise
requires, have the meanings herein given to them :—

" The Government" means Sis Majesty the King, his heirs and successors, acting by
His Majesty's Government in the said colony.

" The Postmaster-General " means the Postmaster-General of the colony of New Zealand.
" Mails " includes all matter which under the law in force in the said colonies respectively

may be transmitted by post.
2. This contract shall remain in force for the term of three years from the datehereof, subject

to determination as hereinafterprovided.
3. The contractors will from time to time, and at all times during the continuance of this

contract, provide and maintain steamers of the character and capacity hereinafter mentioned, and
despatch one of such steamers twelve times during each year, and as nearly as possible monthly,
from a safe port in New Zealand, to be appointed by the contractor and approved by the Govern-
ment (hereinafter called " the port of departure"), to at least four ports on the west coast of the
United Kingdom, and despatch at similar intervals a steamer from three ports on the west coast
of the United Kingdom for New Zealand ports, as hereinafter provided.

4. The Contractors shall at their sole expense advertise the proposed dates of the sailing of
each ship from each port in New Zealand in such newspapers or in such other manner and for
such time as may be agreed upon, or, in default of agreement, may be appointed by the Govern-
ment.

5. Each such steamer shall be in good seaworthy condition, of modern build, of class 100 Al
at Lloyd's, refrigerated, and shall be of not less than about 5,000 tons gross register.

6." The Contractors shall provide on board the said steamers such space for the carriage of
mails as the Postmaster-General of the Colony of New Zealand may from time to time require,
which shall be paid for at Postal Union rates.

7. Each such steamer shall be properly insulated for the carriage of refrigerated cargo equal
to 100,000 carcases of mutton, and shall be fitted with modern refrigerating machinery and all
modern improvements, which shall be at all times maintained in efficient working-order by the
Contractors. The freezing-chambers for the carriage of refrigerated cargo shall immediately before
or on arrival at the first port of loading be cooled down to a maximum of 15 degrees above zero for
at least twenty-four hours prior to taking in such cargo to the satisfaction of an officer appointed
by the Government, or, failing such an appointment, to the satisfaction of Lloyd's agent; any such
inspection to be at the expense of the Government.

8. The Contractors shall on each voyage to and from New Zealand call at not more than two
ports in Australia.

9. The rates of freight to be charged by the Contractors, both on refrigerated cargo and on
general cargo, shall not exceed the summer and winter rates now current between New Zealand
ports and London, and the rates of freight from the west coast ports of the United Kingdom to
direct New Zealand ports shall not exceed those current at present from London to New Zealand.
Each voyage to and from the west coast ports of the United Kingdom shall be completed at an
average ocean speed of eleven knots per hour.
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