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In the next table the average attendance in each education district¥is shown
in detail by a statement of the aggregate attendance at each group of schools® "under
the classification in Table El. The substituted average authorised by clause'2(b)
of the regulations relating to staffs and salaries has been taken in all cases where
the Boards decided to avail themselves of it.

The number of small schools with an average attendance not exceeding twenty
shows a further increase of 7 for 1905 ; the number, which was 555 for 1904, was 562
for 1905. The number of pupils attending these schools has increased by 249—
namely, from 6,813 to 7,062.

TABLE E2. —AVERAGE ATTEXDANCE FOR THE YEAR 1005 AT THE SCHOOLS AS GrROUPED IN Tanne El.
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During the year 1905, 70 schools were closed—viz., in Auckland, 16 ; Taranaki,
3; Wanganul, 9; Welhngton, 3; Hawke’s Bay, 6 ; Marlborough, 6 ; Nelson, 11;
Grey, ; Westland 2; North Canterbury, ; Otago, 73 Southland 3. As was
the case in previous years several of these schools, although reckoned as closed
in their original form, were reopened in another; thus some were amalgamated
whilst others which had been joined as half-time schools became full-time schools.
Including such reopened schools, the total number opened during the year was 91,
distributed as follows : Auckland, 31; Taranaki, 3; Wanganui, 15; Welhngton,
5; Hawke’s Bay, 8; Marlborough, 7; Nelson, 5; Westland, 2; North Canter-
bury, 4 ; Otago, 5; Southland, 6. The net increase in the number of schools opened
at the end of the year is thus 21, as shown in Table E1.

PuBLic-scaoor TEACHERS.

In December, 1905, there were employed on the primary staffs in the public
schools of the colony 3,816 teachers, of whom 3,137 were adults and 679 pupil-
teachers: the corresponding numbers for December, 1904, were 3,069 adults and
649 pupil-teachers. Of the adult teachers at the end of 1905, 1,302 were men and
1,835 women ; of the pupil-teachers 151 were male and 528 female. The number
of adult male teachers was 30 more, and of adult female teachers 38 more than in
December, 1904 ; and the number of male and female pupil-teachers increased by 7
and 23 respectlvely The average number of children to one teacher for 1905 was
31 ‘5.
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