
E.—l.
The number of small schools with an average attendance not exceeding twenty

shows a further increase of 22 for 1906; the number, which was 562 for 1905, was
584 for 1906. The number of pupils attending these schools has increased by 282
—namely, from 7,062 to 7,344.

During the year 1906, 70 schools were closed—viz., in Auckland, 13 ; Taranaki,
1 ; Wanganui, 8 ; Wellington, 5 ; Hawke's Bay, 4 ; Marlborough, 9 ; Nelson, 11 ;
Grey, 3 ; Westland, 1 ; North Canterbury, 5 ; South Canterbury, 1 ; Otago, 2 ;
Southland, 7. As was the case in previous years, several of these schools, although
reckoned as closed in their original form, were reopened in another ; thus some were
amalgamated, whilst others which had been joined as half-time schools became full-
time schools. Including such reopened schools, the total number opened during
the year was 111, distributed as follows : Auckland, 31 ; Taranaki, 5 ; Wanganui, 9 ;
Wellington, 2 ; Hawke's Bay, 12 ; Marlborough, 16; Nelson, 7 ; Grey, 1 ; West-
land, 1 ; North Canterbury, 3 ; South Canterbury, 3 ; Otago, 10 ; Southland, 11.
The net increase in the number of schools opened at the end of the year is thus 41,
as shown in Table Al.

TABLE A.—Number of Schools, December, 1906.

School Attendance.
The total average attendance for the year was 121,958. In 1903 the attend-

ance fell below the number for the preceding year, but it has since shown a yearly
increase. In 1904 the increase was 3,459, in 1905 it was 3,759, and last year it was
1,693.

Table Bl shows the average attendance for the year in each of the education
districts, and also the regularity of attendance of the pupils.
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