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out gradually, and that is a misfortune for the Navy.That is where our sailors are trained. We don't wantsailing ships to go out altogether; we don't want to
handicap them unless we are bound.

Sir WILLIAM LYNE : You have this provision inthe North Atlantic-, and I do not think you will find
heavier seas there than you will round Cape'Horn.

Hon. DUGALD THOMSON : Have you ever been
there ?

Sm WILLIAM LYNE : No, but I have read terrible
accounts.

Captain CHALMERS: The Cape Horn sea is a longregular sea. The North Atlantic is like a boiling porridgepot; you never know where the sea is coming from. Younever get a true sea in the Atlantic, and south of CapeHorn there is a long regular se-a which seldom or never
changes.

Sir WILLIAM LVNE : I saw a person the other daywho came from South Africa, and he said it was like
a boiling pot sometimes, from the Cape of Good Hopeto Australia.

Mr. DUNLOP : The whole point is this : you are notgoing to handicap a trade which is of great benefit to thenation simply out of an imaginary idea? You must show-
proof before you do a thing of that kind.

Sir WILLIAM LYNE : They have the power to do
it in New Zealand. Give ns the power: that is all wewant.

Mr. DUNLOP : You are here to confer with us. Ithink Mr. Chalmers, as a practical seaman, has givenvery good reasons why you should not apply it, andtherefore we want you to give a good reason whv vouwant it.
Hon. DUGALD THOMSON : May I ask New Zealandif they apply the North Atlantic mark to ships goinground the Horn ? b

Sir JOSEPH WARD : If we found a ship lifting this
mark up, we should step in and exercise the provisions ofour law and detain her. We don't use it for the purposesof restricting our trade. We have the power to protectpeople by the use of the mark. We accept the ImperialBoard of Trade's mark upon ships that come to ourcountry.

Hon. W. M. HUGHES: I would like to suggest toSir William Lyne, if he is going to stand by subsection Aof Clause 2, that he should not put it on ships leavingAustralia via Cape Horn merely. As a matter of fact,very few vessels do leave Australia via Cape Horn totrade to any British port. There are ships that runfrom Newcastle to Valparaiso or Rio de Janeiro, but that
is another thing. If you mean it to apply to these, welland good. As a matter of fact, they don't go—CaptainChalmers will tell you how near they go to the Horn
It might apply to these, but it does not apply to theregular trading steamers. The one only comes to Aus-tralia 111a the Horn and goes back via the Cape. If weare to have a bad weather load line, it ought to apply tovessels trading round Australia as well as those—if thereare any—that go round the Horn from Australia. Iventure to say this, that you get on occasions, as heavyseas round the Australian coast as you get anywhere.The Commission, however, found it oould not fix a seasonfor a winter load line; we could not get evidence towarrant it. You might get heavy seas in the summer or
in the spring. Round the south, east, and west vou getrough weather at any time of the vear, and thereforeif we are going to have this mark we'ought to have it toapply indifferently to all seasons and all voyages, and itcertainly should apply to the coast. The evidence wehave with reference to the " Nemesis," a coal-laden boatthat went down, was, that she was loaded right to hermark, and it was sought to be shown that if she had hadthe lower mark she would not have gone down: but wecould not get that evidence.

Mr. COX : Might I ask Sir William, if he gets theNew Zealand provision, will he undertake to follow theNew Zealand practice ?
Sir WILLIAM LYNE : Oh, no; I do not make anypromise of that kind, because I can only promise while Iam in office.
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Mil. COX : I only asked for yourself.
Sir WILLIAM LVNK . I would be quite prepared toaccept the New Zealand provision, and I think we shouldmost likely deal with it in the way they do, that is, havethe power to raise or lower the mark if it appears avessel was too heavily laden. I only want it for safetv :I don't want to do anything to injure the trade.
The CHAIRMAN : Which is the section of the NewZealand Act?
Sir JOSEPH WARD : Section 207.
Mr. CUNLIFFE : I should like to point out thatunder the Imperial Act, Section 440, if a vessel leavesour waters marked according to our law she has to keepthat mark the whole time she is out there, and she comesunder a penalty, and it must be considered, as it hasbeen considered in New Zealand, that it would be verydifficult, if not raising a point of law, if after a vessel hasleft our port properly equipped according to our law andgoes on her voyage, because she happens to touch at acolony she should come under a new condition. TheImperial Act says: "Where a ship proceeds on any' voyage from a port in the United Kingdom for which"the owner is required to enter the ship outwards, the"disc indicating the load line shall be marked before so"entering her, or if that is not practicable, as soon after-" wards as may be." I want to save that position, at allevents, and I have very little doubt New Zealand hasborne thai in mind in framing their Act.

Sip. WILLTAM LYNE : Cannot vou trust Australiathe same as New Zealand?
Hon. DUGALD THOMSON : We have the power.
Sm WILLIAM LYNE : New Zealand has made aspecial law.
Hon. DUGALD THOMSON : We can do the same.

The CHAIRMAN : May I ask Sir Joseph Ward what
is the effect, of the New Zealand law upon this proposalwith regard to vessels leaving New Zealand by way of
Cape Horn ?

Sir JOSEPH WARD : We would follow the Board ofTrade; there is no doubt about that.
Sm WILLIAM LYNE : Would you if, in your opinionor in the recommendation of your officers, that vessel wasgoing away and it was unsafe?
Sir JOSEPH WARD : We could deal with her underthe general provisions.
Mr. COX : I understood Sir William Lyne to say heonly wanted it for the purposes of safety.
Sir WILLIAM LYNE : I don't want it for any otherreason.
The CHAIRMAN : Your general provisions will pro-tect you.
Hon. W. M. HUGHES : What is your proposal?
Mr. CUNLIFFE : My point is that if a vessel leaveshere and goes to Australia she is under an obligation tokeep her mark according to the Imperial Merchant Ship-ping Act. I think that ought to be borne in mind inconsidering this. If the mark is altered, she comes undera technical penalty. She is bound to keep her mark,and if we are satisfied here, and after many inquirieswe have come to the conclusion that is a safe mark,I would suggest you give that consideration before yonlegislate.
Hon. W. M. HUGHES ? If that principle be admitted,and I think it is a sound one since we have accepted theSurvey Certificate, you are not going to handicap theAustralian shipowner by insisting upon him having amark that practically puts him 50 or 100 or 500 tons tothe bad. You cannot do that.
Sir WILLIAM LYNE : I will put it in another way.Supposing we provide in any Act we are passing, as wewill pass one almost immediately we go back, a provisionsuch as New Zealand has, are there any exceptions to betaken to it?
Mr. FERNIE : So far as the shipowners are concerned,we should very strongly object.
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