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ilon. W. M. HUGHES: Then our boat follows
after yours, and they only take ten or twenty.

Tut. CHAIRMAN : The suggestion has been made
that the wen,ling should read in this way: "That e_are

" should be taken that these conditions should not be such
"as to differentiate to their disadvantage as compared
" with the colonial registered vessels."

Sir WILLIAM LVNE: That is more reasonable, but
I want to know whether that in any way recognises or
allows shipowners to ride through any provisions we may
make and not pay their men while on the coast more than
the ordinary payment of the whole voyage.

The CHAIRMAN : It does not.

Sir WILLIAM I.VNK : Because I don't want anything
put here that prevents action.

Hon. DUOA LI) THOMSON : Might 1 point out this,
that evasion of the law could be a leason for refusal of
license, and you can only deal with a vessel that ref u
pay its crew coastal wages after the vessel came back.

Tin. CHAIRMAN : I have been listening to the debate,
and, so far as I can see, there is no objection to this. I
do not know what the shipowners would say, but it would
read like this : " That it be a recommendation to the
•'Australian and New Zealand Governments that if con-
" ditions arc imposed by local law on vessels incidentally
"engaging in the coasting trade in the course of an over-
" sea voyage, care should be taken that these conditions
■should not be such as to differentiate to the diaadvan-
" tage as compared with colonial registered vessels."

Hon. W. M. HUGHES: What can that mean ?

Thk CHAIRMAN : That is your point, Mr. Hughes.

Hon. W. M. HUGHES : Ves, if they are placed on an
equality, say, if you have to pay your men £7 and I have
to pay mine £7. But Mr. Hill says, well that is really
not so, In cause we have to pay all the men, when perhaps
only 5 per cent, are engaged in looking after the casual
passengers ; therefore it is to our disadvantage.

Mr. .MILLS: These remarks have all been in the
interest of one side. Would it not be well that they
should not differentiate all against the locally - owned
vessels!

The CHAIRMAN: I think we can trust you to do
that. (The resolution as amended was then adopted.)

sm lOSKIMI WARD: 1 beg to move the following
resolution :—" That the Imperial and Colonial Govern-
" ments concerned be requested to introduce legislation to
"give effect to the resolutions of the Conference in cases
'where legislation is necessary." I think that can be

.1 to w nbout discussion.

Siu WILLIAM LVNE: There is no objection to it.
We may or we may not.

Hon. W. M. HUGHES: I object to that word " I in-
"periai." Say 'That the British and Colonial Govern-
" ments."

Sir JOSEPH WARD : 1 will make it British.
Mit. LLEWELLYN SMITH : Shall we say "That the

" various Governments concerned"?

Mr. DUNLOP : I think we ought to stick to " Imperial."
Mr. COX : Mr. Hughes, don't your .'vets very often

say : Whereas by an Act of the Imperial Parliament, such
and such has been done?

Sm .lOSKIMI WARD: I will make it "the Govern-
" ments concerned." I would like an alteration made in
the second line. Say "introduced legislation to enable
"effort to be given" instead of "to give effect." (The
resolution was then unanimously adopted.)

Sir WILLIAM LYNE : With your permission, I should
like just for i moment to refer to a resolution that was
carried one day when I was not present. It was Resolu-
tion No. .'i in reference to desertion. My resolution as
proposed was amended.

Hon. W. M. HUGHES : There is my resolution on the
business paoei :—"That it be a recommendation to the

Board of Trade that all vessels should be- Sufficiently

"staffed with officers te. enable the principle of four hours
"on watch and eight oil to be rigjdly adhered to. In
" vessels of small tonnage the regulations should provide
"that the master should keep a sea-watch of eight hours
'■ out of every 24."

Tin; CHAIRMAN i We arc going back to manning
again, it strikes me. This is not the resolution you gave
notice of. When did you give notice of this ?

Hon. W. M. HUGHES: That was one of those I
handed to you.

I'm: CHAIRMAN : This seems to me to be going back
to manning again.

11 on. W. M. HUGHES : No, it is not in the sense the
other was, because this has nothing to do with a schedule.
It does not say there must be so many or so few."

'Tin, CHAIRMAN : This says "staffed with officers."
I i.ally think this is manning.

Hon. W. \l HUGHES : I am entirely in your hands,
but I shall certainly insist upon that resolution being dis-
cussed, and put unless you say it is out of order. And if
that is out of order, then I want to ask what all these
others have been about. I know, .Mr. Chairman, very well
that there ii ~ desire "il the part of dl ' jump
thin_s through just now.

Thk CHAIRMAN : I don't like to rule anything out
of order that conies from any of the delegates here. But,
at the same- tin-, this really ought to have been discussed
under manning. We discussed wages and a sufficient num-
ber of hands, and I know- perfectly questions were put to
Captain Chalmers about it. We discussed all that, and
I ehmt think it is fair to the Conference to go back to it

and re-discuss the whole thing. I don't want to sayit is out of order. As a matter of fact, I think it is.
Having been discussed, we cannot go back to it; but if
then- i.s time at the end

Hon. W. M. HITCHES : I throw myself on the mercy
of the Court, for one thing, and I call your attention too,
to the fact that you definitely promised that this resolution
should be discussed, owing to the fait that it had been
mislaid.

Tin: CHAIRMAN : All I promised was this. I had
ruled out all fresh amendments on the ground that notice
ought to have been given. I said yours should be put on
the agenda because I had mislaid it, but that did not mean
all the things in it were in order.

Hon. W. M. HUGHES : If you merely preserved this
infant of mine for the purpose of choking it-

Thk CHAM! MAN : That's it. We present it for
execution.

Hon. W. M. HUGHES: Then I insist upon it being
tried properly before you do it.

Tin: CHAIRMAN : I am afraid I must rule it out. Ithink it was .in oversight on your part n t to move an
amendment to the manning resolution. Sou are doing
your very best to make up now. but it is rather at the
expense of my ruling.

Hon. W. M. HUGHES : Will you allow me to say the
principle discussed formerly was different to this. It was
not whether ships should be sufficiently manned, but that
a schedule, a principle which heretofore Ins not been ac
cepted, should be adopted. Now this is entirely different,
and this applies, I take it, to your vessels. The schedule
applies to ours. The manning applies to us.

Mn. LLEWELLYN SMITH: No ship should be un-
seaworthy.

THE (HAIRMAN : Vou look at this : "No ship shall
"be deemed seaworthy unless she is in a fit state as io
"number and quality of crew, including officers," &c.

Hon. W. M. HUGHES : Let me ask you this question :Does that apply to British ships ?
THE CHAIRMAN: I certainly thought so. We dis-

cussed it from that point of view.
Hon. W. M. HUGHES; Then my resolution in

nee to ihe manning schedule has never been
disclosed
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