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The following statement shows the tons of mineral raised (coal and shale), persons employed, lives
lost, &c, from 1878 to 1908 :—

SECTION IV.—GENERAL REMARKS.
Mining Opekations.. 'Northern Inspection District. —An increase of 27,950 tons in the annual output of coal from the

mines of the Auckland Province has to be recorded.
The original property of the Hikurangi Coal Company (Limited) being nearly worked out, this

company have acquired an area south-west of the Township of Hikurangi, and have proved thereon
by boreholes at depths varying between 200 ft. and 500ft., the existence of a 10 ft. seam, which will
in all probability give a new lease of life to this company. During the year the respected manager
of this colliery, Mr. Moody —who for a period exceeding a quarter of a century has occupied a pro-
minent position on the northern coalfields—retired from the management of the Hikurangi Company.

At the Northern Colliery some difficulty has been experienced by subsidence, owing to pillar-
extraction in proximity to the air-shaft, and airways, but ventilation will be restored and a considerable
area to the dip of the present workings will be opened up by a new airway, which is now being driven
to overcome the difficulty.

Mining operations at the Kiripaka Colliery have been confined to the solid coal, this mine being
still in the early stages of development. An extensive coal-bearing area has been proved by boring
on this property.

The output of the Taupiri Coal-mines (Limited) for the year amounted to 175,777 tons, being
an increase of 13,731 tons ; the output from this property now exceeds that of all the other
North Island collieries combined. This company have, by the acquisition of the Taupiri West Com-
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Totals... 27,122,939 210
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