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to tlif(:,mntM',u;:carie:P1'eSoUt;l,i,,nS l" Ml"' RanB°D '"" ,,,t * il "« 1 «P~fti«ni were made
50. Was that in consequence of the silt?—Yes.
51 Is this the letter sent in by the manager of your company: " N.S.S Company Auck-land 26th November, 190. .-The Chairman. Ohinemuri C0n,,,! Council. Paeroa. - Dk

,
S,H-Ihave to call you attention to the difficulties of navigation in the Thames River with which oucaptains have had „, contend for some time past. The silting-up a, different points between thelike and .function wharves ,s obstructing the navigation of our steamers, and if something isot done very soon to remove the obstructions it is „ question of only a short time when theirpassage to the Junction Wharf will be stopped altogether. As this is a very serious matter tothe district, and may involve business people in extra charges on (heir consignments, il is of in,portance that steps with that object in view should be take, with,,,,, delay in the interests of allconcerned I shall be glad to hear from you as early as convenient. Yours faithfully, For theNorthern S.b. Company, Charles Hanson, Manager"/ Yes.52. .That was written at your instigation/ Yes.

53. Is this also another 'letter written at your instigation: "N.S.S. Company, Auckland,IM, December. 1902. Secretary, Ohinemuri County Council, Paeroa. Dear Sir I have tocall your attention to the fact that, owing to the shallowness of the Ohinemuri River, our steamershave lor some time discharged and loaded a. the Puke Wharf. As this will lead to constantheavy traffic „,, the road leading from the Puke Wharf to Paeroa, my Board respectfully requestthat your Council will give special attention ~, this road and keep it in good order and repairlours faithfully, For the N.S.S. Company, Charles Ranson, Manager"? Yes~4. So we may take it that between these dates, in consequence of ihe river shallowing upbetween the Junction and the Puke, you had to go down to Te Puke/ Yes.55. Now, a good deal of sand has come down lately between ihe Junction and Te Puke- thislast flood made a bit of a difference?-! suppose it has. but I have not been up I, has been re"ported to me that it has been shallow for some time.56. The captains of the small steamers have to report these matters to you?—Yes57. And when obstructions occur in (he Ohinemuri they are reported to you in the ordinarycourse of duty /- es.
58. It has been reported to you that this portion of the river has been shallowing up?—Yesby both captains. It was a question of the tide going up. If the tide was low they could not Betthrough. • 8
59. You have a small steamer called the " Rotokohu " which tows the goods you brine to TeAroha; and I understand that boat cannot g„ from Te Puke to the Junction at low tide or halftide either?—No, I do not think so.
60. From that fact you conclude that this portion of the river is shallowing up rapidly?—
61 • lVu] y "' li(,i' if this last 11,,,,,! made any difference at all to the river?—No02. Captain Ileitis seemed to notice that it had had an effect on the banks of the river?—Always alter a I resh there must be more sand on the edge of the banks.03. The Chairman.] So in your opinion it is gradually accumulating? Yes64. Mr. Moresby.] I believe your boat has twin screws", and was built specially for this trade?

_
65. Supposing that Te Puke got shoaled up, and you were compelled to go to Kopu, do youthink the tact ot your steamers not running regularly would have any effect on the channel?—Yes60. What effect do you think it would have?—The channel would shallow. The action of thesteamers, I think, is keeping it open. They are keeping the river stirred up. That is my

opinion. r J

07. The Chairman.] Do you consult from time to time when any changes take place in the"ver ! -Tes; '" a h('sh <•'*-' current seems to divert sand from the banks into the channel, andthen it gradually goes back to the banks.
68,',Y'! 1", ''" ""' think there is any decreas«-' >n depth ii' the whole over the bottom of thechannel?—lhere may be a trifle, but not enough to affect the vessel.69. Do you think that the action of your propellers muddies the water more now than a few\ears_ago?—l do not think so. It was always muddy and slushy."0. There is no difference in the colour' of the trail you 1,-live after you? -Yes, in the upperpart of the river. Years ago the water was very clear and bright.71. How many miles down do you notice that ?—The water' is really discoloured all the way.,2. Mr. Mueller.] Do you remember Mr. Stewart, 0.X., making inquiries from you aboutthree years ago as regards the navigation of the river?—Yes, I think I do.73. D,'d you not tell him then that you thought there may have been a difference of 6in orless?— Yes.

74. I),, you think that from 1907, when you told him that, up to the present time the riverhas been getting, not better, but worse?—lt would not improve.,5. As you now leave Te Puke instead of the Junction, you get down to the mouth of the'river earlier on the tide than used to be the case?— Yes.
,6. 1 suppose when you were running from the Junction you very often used to scrape across

the bar from Kopu out?—Y'es.
(7. You do not do Unit so much now?—At times. It all depends on our passage down,

because every call means a quarter of an hour.78. Hut. having a shorter distance to go. you have a better chance of -retting over the mouthearlier on the tide?—Yres.
79. You only go up with the tide and down with the tide, so you never see the river actually

at low water?—No.
11—C. 14,


	Author
	Advertisements
	Illustrations
	Tables

