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preseut time of £21,000 due by the borough to the General Government. That represents a loan
which they were fortunate enough to raise. Gentlemen, you laugh, but I may nention there were
some special features about the niatter, and there is certain special legislation which has enabled
the Waihi Borough Counci! to raise that money. But that makes it all the nore certain that they
will not be able to raise anv more, The £14,000 has to come from other sources, and the only
available source al the present ‘ime ix revenuc. They eaunot raise it frow any other quarter. |
have mentioned the addition to waterworks: | shiall mention now one other very important
factor, and one, 1 conféss, which surprised me when | hegan to investigate the case on behalf of the
Borough of Wailii. There i u population of six thousand, aml at the present time absolutely no
provision isx made for the drainage of the horough. And the question of drainage will be an
extremely difticult one there on account of the difficulties that arise regarding the ontfall. They
certainly cannot dispose of their sewage by putting it into the river. An estimate has been pn:—
pared by the Engineer of the Waihi Borough Council which shows that in order to complete a
system of drainage for the borough a sum approximating £39,000 or thereabouts will be required.
That is a liubility they have to face—-an imperative liability that cannot be delaved much longer,
and one that can only be provided for by setting apart a portion of the revenue for the purpose of
defraying the cost of establishing a drainage system. T stated a little while ago that a sum of
£21,000 had been raised from the General Government for the construction of the existing water-
works scheme: 1 omitted to mention what was the security provided for the repayment of that
loan. The security consisted of a special rate and the hypothecation to the General Government
of the gold duty: so that duty is pledged at present for the purpose of securing the repayment of
that loan of £21,000. There is another consideration which presses somewhat heavily on the Waihi
people, and that is this: they have established a hospital there. In view of the nature of the
community it was really necessary that there should be a hospital within the distriet, and it so
happens that the hospital district is coterminous with the borough, so that practically one-half
the cost of the maintenauce and upkeep of that Hospital has been a charge on the barough revenue.
[ say ‘ one-half”’ because the Government contributes pound for pound. That is what the
Governmeut does all over the Dominion. There is no special concession in that case. Now, the
Hospital lias been found to be quite too small to meet the requirements of the district. There was,
unfortunately, an outbreak of infectious disease lately. It exists at the present time. No doubt
that is due to the circumstance that the drainage of the horough is totally inadequate, and that
up to the present time no proper sanitary methods have been adopted. About six weeks ago it was
found necessary to send a deputation to one of the Ministers of the Crown who happened to he in
Waihi—it was uot the Minister of Public Health, but the Minister of Mines—and it was pointed
out to him that the medical advisers connected with the Hospital had stated it was imperatively
necessary that additions should be made, and that the sum required would be hetween £2,000 and
£3,000. The Minister was not sympathetic. At all events, what he did say was that the Govern-
ment would contribute pound for pound, and that one-half would have to be found by the hospital
district—of course that weans by the horough itself. These are some of the pressing works that Waihi
has to undertake, and I will now come to the question of revenue. The present anuual value, as
fixed by a gentleman who undertakes valuations for the purposes of the Government Land Valuation
Departient, is, roughly speaking, £35,000. On that a rate of 6d. in the pound is levied and,
asx 1 understand, always very well collected. The mines contribute their gold duty. TFor the whole
period that has cxisted since the borough was established the average contribution for gold duty
has been about £17,700. There is another source of revenue that is rather too trifiing to mention,
and that is the reveinue which arises from licenses and matters of that deseription. I merely
mention it to show that it has not been iguored. I do not mean publicans’ licenses, but dog and
music-hall licenses, and so on. Now, in addition to that, there is the cost of the maintenance and
upkeep of the existing rouds and streets, and generally this absorbs the whole of the revenue which
has been received in Waihi for some time past. As a matter of fact, the whole of the revenue har
not been suflicient.  'lhe present liability to the bank is about £14,000, amd the hank Tas been
pressing for its repayment, and there is au unders‘fanding .at.th(,- 'presen't time th.ut_ it is reduced
at the rate of £500 per month. These are the conditions existing in VVa)h}, :mdh it is under these
circumstances, with these conditions of a peculiar character, with these difficultiex in the way of
yaising mouey, that the Waihi Borough Council hax fo carry on. I may mention that for the
purpose of providing lighting for the inhabitants it had to construet its gasworks, and did con-
struet them oul of revenue. By setting apart revenue from time to titme thev were enabled to
provide a system of lighting for the hovaough at a cost of £11')‘.0.00. That systemn 1\ payving its way.
These are the special conditions affecting the Borough of Waihi—a horough, T will venture to say,
that has conditions so extremely peculiar to itself, a borough that has so rapidly grown, that
probably there is no parallel for it in New Zealand. Therefore the question of providing a proper
and effectual system of finauce for that borough is a very pressing and very important one. For
these reasons we say that the vested right of every burgess to the revenue derived from gold duty
—a right assured ‘to every burgess at present under an Act of Parliament which expresses the
public policy of the country for the last thirty-five yearsfnught not to be interfered with. It
ought not to be any more interfered with than the vested right which is given to the mining com-
panies to discharge their tailings into the sludge-channel. T know perfectly well that it i always
the fashion to try and extract wealth from what is supposed to be a wealthy body. There is.
unfortunately, an insatiable desire in the minds of many people to endeavour to do it. But what
1 do venture to sav is that considerations of that kind ought not to mﬂ31ence us, and that the
considerations which ought to be attended to are the circumstance that that is the svstem of revenue
provided by the legislation of the Dominion, and that 1t. ought nn.t to be mterfm:ed with at the pre-
sent time and under present conditions. It would require a fpecml Act of Parliament to .enzlble it
to be-done, and any special Act of Parliament would be one which would alter the whole policy of the
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