43 E.—1.

For the whole Dominion, if there are taken into account only the secondary
schools that admit free puplls under the Act, we find from Table J5 (E.-6) the
following position :—

Total number of pupils, excluding lower departments ... 4,421
Total net income from endowments (average of three vears ending
31st Decemnber, 1908) ... . ... £11,775
Net income from endowments per head £2:66
Approximate annual rate of capitation £10-40
Total available net income per free pupll for salaries and manage-
ment.. £13-06
Total expenditure on salaries of staff . ... £45,081
" management ... . ... £2,851
staff sa.lanes and ma.na,crement ... £47,932
Expendlture per head on staff salaries £10-60
on management... £0-64
Total expendlture per head on staft sala,mes and nmnagement £11-24

The last figure given shows as nearly as may be the actual cost per annum for
each pupil, exclusive of those in the lower departments. If we include all the
secondary schools this average becomes £13'43 per head. Further details of the
income and expenditure of the secondary schools will be found in Tables J6 and
J7 of E.-6.

Lower Departments.—The Education Act provides that puplls who have not
obtained a certificate of competency in the subjects of Standard V or a higher
standard of the public-school syllabus may be admitted to a lower depaurtment of
a secondary school if they are taught in a separate building or class-room and if
no part of the actual cost of their instruction is met out of the endowments of the
secondary school. There were lower departments in ten secondary schools during
1909; the total number of pupils in those departments was 189 (114 boys,
75 girls); the total cost of their instruction was £1,476 ; the total amount of fees
received on their account was £1,499.

General Remarks.

Length of Tvme spent at Secondary Schools.—Table J2 in the special
report E.-6 shows the classification of pupils in secondary schools in 1909,
according to years of attendance (exclusive of the time, if any, spent in the pre-
paratory departments of such schools). The followmg i1s a summary of the
returns, so far as they are available, for 1908 and 1909 :—

ScHoOoL AGE oF PuPILs IN ATTENDANCE AT SECONDARY SCHOOLs (EXCLUSIVE OF CHRIST'S
CoLLEGE) AT THE END-0f THE YEAR.

1908—28 Schools. f 1909—30 Schaols.

School Age. : | R } ‘
Boys : Girls. Total. Boys. Girls. Total.

T I | T [
First year ... 951 697 1,648 @ 1,139 792 1,931
Second year ... . 709 617 ' 1,226 - 682 535 1,217
Third year ... .. 368 311 679 | 424 | 280 = 704
Fourth (or a higher) year 82 231 552 | 816 | 263 579

| |

Total ... .. 2,349 1,756 4,106 2,561 ' 1,870 i 4,431

l

; . | l

A careful analysis of these figures, compared with those for the preceding years,
shows that out of the total number of pupils entering the upper departinents of
secondary schools—
250 per cent. stay one year,
345 " two years,
69 " three years, and
346 p four years or morve.
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