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trades have been universally dull and depressed. Some ironmasters recommend an increased tariff on
imported material, but it is doubtful if suclTremedyJwould be'efficient orJoe more than"a*temporary
stimulus. Clothing trades, including dressmaking and millinery, were brisk and healthy ; timber
cutting and selling in most places languished. On the other hand, flax-milling showed a remarkable
recovery and prosperity. Cheese and butter factories worked full time ; frozen-meat establishments
were very busy ; coachbuilding flourished ; saddlery and harness-making improved greatly on the
position of a few years ago, but the furniture trade was poor. Bootmaking was steady, and is now in
full swing.

Of those applying at the Government bureaux for employment, the following persons have received
practical assistance from the Labour Department since its formation :—

It is a source of encouragement to find that during the last few years the numbers of those persons
sent to private employers have been steadily growing, and this year the number so despatched has
greatly exceeded the number of those sent to Government works. There has been, with the com-
pletion of the Main Trunk Eailway, a great reduction of labourers on public works, only 3,447 being-
sent this year, against 6,201 last year. The men assisted during the year included 1,372 from Great
Britain, 227 from Australia, and 92 from foreign countries. Eighty wives, with 131 children, were
sent by the Department to localities in which their bread-winners were at work. The cost of such
passages has been refunded to the State. '.'■'--■-..

Labour Exchanges, etc.

The latest developments in connection with the conduct of labour exchanges in other countries
are being closely watched, in order to apply them here in New Zealand if considered feasible. In this
connection Germany has certainly attained a degree of success over her continental neighbours, and
in the new scheme for dealing with the subject of unemployment Great Britain has evidently adopted
the German system. It would be both difficult and inadvisable for us here to extend the scope of our
employment branches in some of the directions adopted by Europe and America. The purveying of
meals at cost-price ; the setting-apart of waiting-rooms for all classes, employers and employed ; pro-
viding literature and amusement for applicants for work whilst waiting selection, appear at present
quite unnecessary here, where, even during the slackest seasons, the applicants for employment in any
of the cities do not exceed a few hundred per month. The number ofregistrations effected from day
to day in the large towns of Europe and America are quite beyond our experience. In Berlin alone
82,557 persons secured employment through the public bureaux in 1906. During the whole year,
and throughout the various towns, chief and secondary, the applications in New Zealand would not

equal the numbers applying for work fortnightly in such towns as Berlin, Hamburg, Liverpool, and
Philadelphia.

Special attention, however, has been given to the question of quick communication in case of men
being required in any particular part of New Zealand. During the past winter, -when employment
was especially scarce, urgent instructions were issued to the whole of our offices to report by telegram
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Totals 77,679 28,805 48,874 110,900 30,733 46,946
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