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Proportion of Ilegitimate Births in every 100 Births.
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1899 | 597 715 | 549 1 395 ! 491 608 | 440
1900 [ 640 . 7Ol 591 | go4 £82 543 | 463
1901 593 716 | 558 398 1 388 | 591 | 457
1902 | 604 660 5351 1-36 396 | 536 4-46
1903 | 676 671 578 18 469 ' 56 455
1904 | 689 . 712 574 401 436 582 4-59
1905 ( 700 1787 561 431 1 419 1 559 457
1906 768 1 704 . 558 400 478 578 467
1907 | 781 | 704 562 410 | 389 ' 5gp 461
1908 | 745 689 576 438 435 497 196

These figures show the proportion of illegitimate births to every 100 births for New Zealand to be
fairly steady during the period 1899-1908,
Births and Birth-rates in the Four Chief Cities.
The total number of births registered as occurring in the four chief centres and suburbs in 1909
was 7,463, as against 7,276 for the previous year. The birth-rates last year were :—

Birth-rates per 1,000 of
Mean Population.

Auckland City 2973
Y and seven suburban boroughs ... 2746

Wellington City 26-62
P and three suburban boroughs ... 2642

_Christchurch City ... 2855
" and three suburban boroughs ... 2765

Dunedin City 2834
and six suburban boroughs . . 26-26

By the inclusion of the suburbs the rate is lowered in each case. Excluding suburbs, Auckland
has the highest rate, Christchurch next highest, Dunedin and Wellington following. The birth-rate
for the Dominion last year was 27-29 per thousand. Auckland, Christchurch, and Dunedin are thus
over the average, and Wellington below it. .

The birth-rates for two of the central boroughs last year show a fall when compared with 1908.
In Auckland the rate fell from 30-56 to 29-73, in Wellington from 27-60 to 26-62, but rose in Christchurch
from 28-43 to 28:55, in Dunedin from 25-48 to 28:34. The rates for five years, 1905 to 1909, are :—

~——————DBirths per 1,000 of Population.

1905, 1906. 1907. 1908. 1909.
Auckland (without suburbs) .. 30-06 29-96 29-63 3056 29-73
Wellington p 29-72 27-85 2753 27-60 2662
Christchurech =~ .. 29-70 2819 3047 28-43 28-55
Dunedin P o 2390 2896 2569 2548 28-34

Marrragns.

The marriages for 1909 show a decrease on the number for the previous year. The number was
8,094, or 245 less than in 1908. The rate per 1,000 of the population was 8-33 as against 8-82 in 1908.
It is shown by the table following that there has been considerable increase in the marriage-rate, which
has been above the standardjduring each of the last fourteen years :—

Marriages, Number and Rate.

Marriage-rate. Marriage-rate.

Total Number i Total Number |
Year. | of Marriages Per 1,000 ‘ Compared Year. of Marriages Per 1,000 i Compared

| registered. i with Rate in registered. , with Rate in
| of | "lssage o | 188286
; Population. | taken as 100 Population.

taken as 100.

’ , { | J

1882-86 | 3,663 668 | 100 1898 | 5091 691 103

; 1899 | 5461 7.98 109
1887 3,563 597 | s 1900 | 5860 767 115
1888 3.617 597 | g 1901 | 6,095 7.83 117
1889 3,632 593 | 89 1902 | 6,304 801 120
1890 3,797 612 | g2 1903 J 6.748 823 | 123
1891 3.805 604 | 90 1904 | 6,983 826 124
1892 £002 J 625 93 1905 | 7.200 828 | 124
1893 4115 6-22 93 | 1906 | 7599 848 127
189¢ 4 |6l 0 92 | T g09 | 891 133
1895 | 4110 | 594 gy 1908 833 | s 139
1896 1843 | 685 108 | 1909 | 8094 | 833 125
1897 ! 4928 | | l

6-83 | 102
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