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In the new vear it is intended to renew the second-class station at Hokitika, &c., and to esta-
blish higli-level stations at Mount Egmont and the Bealey.

In September, 1910, Mr. B. V. Pemberton, I'.R.Met.Soc., was transferred from the Magnetic
Observatory at Christchurch, where he had for several years attended to the meteorological obser-
vations, to the Meteorological Oftice.  He has given nuch satisluction as Assistant Meteorologist,
both in general meteomlugwal work and weather- forecast. Mr. W. W. Goudie, typist and
statistical clerk, has attained rank as u permanent Civil servant through five years’ service in the
(zovernment.

In the work of the Weather Burcau which is attached to the Meteovological Office a new
code has been in constant use, and proved very beneficial. 1t will shortly be amended and
extended. A code address of ¢* Weather, Wellington,”” for all inward messages to the oftice has
heen adopted. Important coucessions have been made by the Telegraph Department in Regula-
tion 40: ‘‘ Masters of vessels are permitted to forward messages at one uniform rvate of 6d. for
cach message (ineluding reply) to the Harbourmakters of the several ports, or to ‘* Weather, Wel-
lington,”” seeking information as to the state of the weather, &c., at the port to which they are
bound, or from any port which tay lie in their voute. These telegrams must be concise, and
shonld be fifled in in accordance with the directions to be seen at the telegraph-offices. In no
cage will a larger number of words than twelve be allowed in the body of the message. At any
station where the telegraplic report giving the state of the weather in different parts of the
Donminion is exhibited, a person »o desiring will be supplied with a copy ddaily, except Sunday,
at a charge of £1 per annuwi.” For purposes of expedition the weather-reporting stations have
been divided into two sections, one for the North Island and another for the South. This with
a slight curtailment in the number of the less tmportant stations enables the Meteorological Office
and the telegraph-offices to publish the weather report throughout the Dominion much earlier than
was formerly the case. Every morning forty-five stations veport the wind divection and forces,
barometric pressure, tenmperature, weather, tide, &c. These reports, when edited, are transmitted
and published in sll the chief centres of the Dominion. On these reports are based the daily
fovecasts which are telegraphed to over a hundred stations cvery morning.  Occasional warnings
are ulso sent of storms affecting different parts, especially of the Mackenzie country. Special
forecasts of storms, floods, &e., are also sometimes issued, and, by favour of the Seuetdry of the
Post Office. are sent to every office in the parts affected.  In the evening reports are received from
twenty-three stations. These reports are supplied to the Press Association, and by it transmitted
to the chiel centres of the Dominion.

Government Steamers.—\The ** Hinewoa * has continued to carry out the work of attending
to the lighthouses and the huoys and beacons in the harbours under the control of the Depart-
ment, and has performed the work in a very satisfactory manner. Owing to the increasing
work on the coast she has been relieved of the duty of v1s1tmg the I\t‘ll)lddt‘c\ and the southern
islands to examine the provision depots and search for castaw avs, this work Deing now done by
the training-ship ‘‘ Amokura.”” In order that a nore suitable vessel might be obtained it was
decided to offer the ‘“ Hinemoa ™' for sale. 'This was done, but no suitable offers were received.
Engine-room and boiler repairs have since been executed, and, considering her age, the vessel is
now in good condition.

The ““ Futanekai’ has carried out repairs to the telegraph-cables, having been employed on
the Cook Strait cables from the lst to the 22nd April, 1910, from the lst to the 28th February,
1911, and on the Kast Cape cable from the 6th May to the 4th June. During the remainder of
the vear she had been laid up in Wellington Harbour.

“c

During last winter the training-ship *‘ Amokura =’ was moored in Wellington Harbour, and
during that time the boys underwent the courses of training on board which are carried out
whilst the vessel is in port, and also attended classes at the Technical School.  The subjects in
which they were instructed at the school were specially selected us being of value to them in their
seafaring carcers. The vessel made her first cruise of the summer in Cook Strait to enable the
bovs to become nccustomed to the sea, and during this cruise she visited Queen Charlotte Sound
and Kapiti Island.  Shortly after her return from this trip she made a vovage to the Southern
Islands to examine the depots for castaways which are maintained on tle Snares, Auckland, Camp-
bell, Antipodes, and Bounty Islands.  On her way south she called at Akaroa, Timaru, Otago
Harbour, the Bluff, and Stewart Island, and on her way back she visited Otago Harbour, the
Bluff, Presevvation Iunlet, and Dusky, Milford, and Queen ‘Charlotte Sounds.

After the midsummer holidayvs she proceeded to Auckland, and from there to the Kermadee
Islands to examine the depots for castaways, returning to Wellington »r« Auckland, Tutukaka,
and Great Barrier Island.  Whilst the \]llp was at Auckland an outbreak of scarlatina occurred
amongst the boys, which necessitated the ship being taken to Motnihi Tsland and the crew being
landed so that she might be fumigated. This ()u,uplod a month, and made it too late in the
season to ake another trip to the southern islands before winter. Nix boys were affected by
the illness, and they were sent to the Auckland Hospital, as, the ship being small and having no
medical officer, the outbreak could not be coped with otherwise.

The commander reports that the boys have conducted themselves well during the vear, and
have proved that they are capable of beoonung good seamen. All the steering of the ship has
been done by the’ l;ovs since her first cruise as a training-ship. The smallneqs of the ship is a
drawback. Attached is a return showing the boys who have passed througl the ship and those
still on board.

Lighthouses—Votes were taken last session for the crection of two new lighthouses on the
cast coast of the North Island, and it has been decided to ervet vne at Castlepoint and the other
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