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SAN FRANCISCO SERVICE,

NEW ZEALAND-RAROTONGA-TAHITI -SAN FRANCISCO
ROUTE.

[Read here Nos. 1, 2, 4, 22, and 23, F.-6a, 1910.]

No. 1.
The Genebai, Manager, Union Steam Ship Company (at Wellington), to the Right Hon. the Prime

Minister.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),

Sir,— Wellington, sth August, 1910.
With reference to my memo, of 3rd instant [No. 4, F.-6a, 1910] with regard to the pro-

posed San Francisco service, it may be well to emphasize one point I referred to—viz., the drawback
involved in making the terminus in New Zealand, and endeavouring to maintain the service by
two ships.

The extra cost of making Wellington a terminal port will be apparent when I mention that
the two ships are estimated to take about 34,000 tons of coal per annum in Wellington, the price
of which in bunkers at 18s. 6d. will be more than £16,000 above what it would cost to bunker
the ships in Sydney. The question of docking and other charges will also be on the expensive
side, as they will have to proceed to Lyttelton for the purpose, involving two to three days out
of eight that the ship will have at this end.

As a matter of fact, the financial prospects of the proposal are by no means bright, but we
believe there is a trade to be worked up, and are anxious that a New Zealand company should
initiate the service, and that it should not be left to tramps or other steamers owned elsewrhere
to occupy the ground.

The subsidy we ask is under all the circumstances a modest one, and for thirteen trips is a
small one indeed as compared with the subsidy now given for ten trips a year to Papeete.

As I have already pointed out, there is no chance of getting assistance from America, but
if our proposals are accepted we ehall probably ask you to arrange with the American Postal
Department so that we may have full advantage of Postal Union rates on mail-matter from
America, which we count on bringing in several thousands'per annum

I have, A-c,
The Right Hon. Sir Joseph Ward, K.C.M.G., Wellington. C. Holdsworth.

[Wn.-S.F. 10/18.]
_^^_^___^^^^^^^_

[Read here Nos. 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, and 11, F.-Ga, 1910.]

No. 2.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Deputy Postmaster-General, Ottawa.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 29th August, 1910.
Four-weekly through service Auckland - Rarotonga - Papeete - San Francisco, returning same
ports to Wellington. Steamers " Aorangi," "Maitai." Commences departure Auckland twenty-
second October, first departure San Francisco sixteenth November. Superseding present Welling-
ton-Papeete service. Time New Zealand-San Ftancisco twenty-one days.

[Wn.-S.F. 10/40.] _______^^______

[Read here Nos. 14 and 15, F.-6a, 1910.]

No. 3.
The President, Chamber of Commerce, Auckland, to the Right Hon. the Prime Minister.
(Telegram.) Auckland, 29th August, 1910.

Re mail proposals :My Chamber to-day unanimously carried the following resolutions. Generally
proposals are considered anything but satisfactory, therefore trust you will see way clear to
adopt, for reasons given, the suggestions of Auckland Chan ber :—

(1.) That this Chamber strongly disapproves of the proposed mail contract t'-o-n New 7ealand
via Rarotonga and Papeete to San Francisco, which in its opinion is unsuitable, and for the
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following reasons would urge upon the Government the wisdom of giving to the question further
consideration, with a view of providing an adequate and an up-to-date service.

(2.) That the service noy proposed, which is of an inferior character, is premature until
the negotiations for a first-rate service via Vancouver are concluded, and more particularly as
there is now a reasonable probability of the Ship Subsidy Bill being passed next year by the
lTnited States Congress, enabling the establishment of a first-rate San Francisco service.

(3.) That a service between New Zealand and San Francisco should not occupy more than
seventeen days, and no service that required a longer time would be satisfactory to the Dominion.

(4.) That the vessels with which it is proposed to inaugurate the service are out of date
and unsuitable for the anticipated traffic and mail-carriage.

(5.) That Auckland being the natural commercial and geographical port of arrival and
departure, no change in this respect is justifiable.

[Wn.-S.F. 10/43.]

No. 4.
The Right Hon. the Prime Minister to the President, Chamber of Commerce, Auckland.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 30th August, 1910.

I NOTE the resolutions passed by the Auckland Chamber of Commerce, and, in reply, desire to
say that in passing them your Chamber has apparently overlooked the following facts: (1.) That
the total amount paid for the late San Francisco service ran into between sixty-five thousand
and seventy-five thousand pounds a year. (2.) On inquiry of the Union Company some time
ago in connection with a proposal to establish a Han Francisco service from Auckland to San
Francisco and back to Auckland and on to Sydney with fast steamers, the lowest amount it could
be entertained at was between eighty thousand and one hundred thousand pounds per annum,
varying between those two amounts in accordance with the class of steamers provided. That
was a service from Auckland to Fiji, and thence on to San Francisco by way of Honolulu. The
price asked therefore placed such a service beyond what this country is prepared to pay for at
present. (•'!.) The present service is not suggested as being a first-class one, but 1 do not agree
with your views regarding the two steamers that are to be employed. From what 1 know their
passenger-accommodation is superior to that of any of the steamers running formerly, and
they provide refrigerated oargo-spaoe, which is very important. The speed is not so great as
I slimild like to see, for the reason that we arc not prepared to pay the cost that such a fast service
would entail, (4.) In considering the service the important question <>f the importation of
fruit from the Islands to Wellington, so as to enable it to be distributed to the southern portions
of the North Island as well as to the northern portion of the South [eland, had to be provided
for. Under these circumstances, as we obtain both services for a reasonable sum, 1 am of opinion
that for the present it is the best that can be done, though I look forward to seeing a Vancouver
service established within a reasonable period. If we cannot secure the latter service, the ques-
tion of a fast and up-to-date service via San Francisco will have to I>e considered. You will
recognize that in any ease we cannot pay I'm' two I'ast Pacific services, as the amount required
for both would be too great.

[Wn.-S.F. 10/47.]

[Read here Nob. 13, 16, 17, 18, and 19, F.-6a, 1910.]

No. 5.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the General Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company. Dunedin.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 30th August, 1910.

IiBAviNG Auckland Saturday, 2 p.m., and arriving San Francisco Friday, 7 a.m., 492 hours
49 minutes. I will ask Sir Joseph to now announce that actual time of voyage will be 20i days.
As regards 17 days mentioned by Chamber of Commerce. Auckland, Spreckels's contract time
was 396 hours. Reckoning from last voyage backwards, times were exceeded on every voyage
as follows, in hours: 74, 131, 112, 41, 117, 93, 26, 54, 68, 25, 39, 66, 25, 43. 42, 25, 31, 30.

[Wn.-S.F. 10/52.]

No. 6.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secretary, General Post

Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 31st August, 1910.

TiiiiiD line our letter 26th [No. 11. F.-6a, 1910] was intended refer twenty-eight day departure,
not to time of passage. Latter was set forth in time-table attached our letter 3rd instant. If
you would like this point dealt with more explicitly, kindly advise.

[Wn.-S.F. 10/53.]
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No. 7.
Thu General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secretary, General Post< Hrice, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Dunedin, Ist September, 1910.
Glad if you will send oopy Spreckels's late contract soon as possible. New and altered clauses
could follow later. Can you indicate space required mail and sorting rooms respectively? Im-
portant should not l>r larger than required, as is essential we should purchase as little coal Sun
KYancisco as possible. Advised Postmaster-General Spreokels will act as agent meantime.

[Wn.-H.F. 10/61.]

No. 8.
The Secretary, General Post Oftiee, Wellington, to the General Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 2i\<\ September, 1910.

Am sending draft of proposed contract by to-day's mail. As regards sorting-rooms: I am
instructing Mr. Isbister to call upon you. He might discuss question of space with Mr. McLennan.
About space for mail-room : Have you any record of number "t, bays usually (tarried from
Vancouver to Sydnej 1 We have no particulars Australian mails.

[Wn.-S.F. 10/62.]

No. 9.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, tv the Acting Assistant Inspector of Post-

offiobs, Dunedin.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 2nd September, 1910.

Please call upon managing director, Union Company, at once, and give some indication of space
required for sorting-rooms on " Aorangi " and "Maitai." I do not propose to have nearly
so many sorting-divisions as under old arrangement. I would like you to be very moderate in
demands for sorting-space. As regards mail-stowage space, this mighi be estimated as equal to total
number of bags usually carried by Vancouver steamer, plus 300 [later, 500] Wags from London,

[Wn.-S.F. 10/59.]

No. 10.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the General Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
(Telegram.) Welling 3rd September, 1910.

lit sorting-room: 1 am endeavouring to arrange with America to have the mails sorted before
despatch, and am now hopeful thai we shall not require sorting-room or to send Mail Agents.
When Mr. Isbister calls you might hear what he has to say. for use in event of my being un-
successful.

[Wn.-S.F. 10/62.]

No. 11.
The Acting Assistant Inspector of Post-offices, Dunedin, to the Secretary, General Post

Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, sth September, 1910.

Have arranged stowage accommodation for one thousand bags in vermin-proof mail-room. Aus-
tralian mails will be stored separate in same room.

No. 12.
The Secretary, General Posi Office, Wellington, to tha General Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
(Telegram.) Wellington, sth September, l!) 10.

Now practically decided not to send Mail \i''to< San Francisco steamers. Only question n> con-
sider at present is sufficient vermin-proof stowage-room for mails.

No. 13.
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington, to the Hon. the Ijommasteh-oenerai.,1 jommasteh-0enerai.,

Washington.
(Telegram.) Wellington, sth September, 1910.

Obliged if New fork would make same subdivision New Zealand mails as at present done by
San Francisco and Seattle.

L Wn.-S.F. 10/68.]



F.—6 6

No. 14
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington, to the Secretary, General Post Office, London.
Sin,— General Post Office, Wellington, sth September, 1910.

I have the honour to inform you that a contract is to be entered into between the Post-
rnnsf-p.r-General of this Dominion and the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited)
for a mail-service from New Zealand to San Francisco. The port of departure will be Auckland,
and the port of arrival on the return voyage Wellington; and the service in both directions will
l>e by way of Karotonga and Papeete. The service v< ill consist of thirteen round vo\ agei p<,: annum,
and will commence with a departure from Auckland on the 22nd October next. The first departure
from San Francisco will be on the 10'th November. The time between New Zealand and San
Francisco will be twenty-one days. The service supersedes the present Wellington-Papeete ser-
vice. The High Commissioner for New Zealand was requested by cable on the 30th ultimo to give
you this information.

A contract is being prepared, and copies of it will be sent you later.
As soon as the service is inaugurated telegrams in the following form will be sent hence to the

High Commissioner for New Zealand, London, for transmission to your office: '"Auckland San
Francisco 22nd.', This is to be understood) to mean that the mail-steamer had left Auckland for
San Francisco in performance of tlie service on the date mentioned.

I shall be obliged if you will telegraph the time of arrival of these mails in London, using
the same form and observing the same procedure as in the case of mails despatched by the present
service via Papeete and San Francisco. I have, &c,

D. Robertson,
The Secretary, General Pest Office. London. For the Postmaster-General.

[Wn.-S.F. 10/70.1 _^__^_______^_

[Read here Nos. 25. 27, and 28, F.-Ca, 1910.]

No. 15.
The RBBinENT Ageot koh Xew Zealand, San Francisco, to the Secretary, General Post Office.

Wellington.
Sir,— Resident Agency tor New Zealand, San Francisco, 7th September, 1910.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your cable of the 16th August, reading
as follows—"Wellington-Tahiti renewed on [one] voyage beginning Kith September present sub-
sidy"—from which I understand that the present service has been renewed on the basis now
obtaining, leaving every six weeks In the " Mariposa," connecting with the Union Steam Ship
Company at Tahiti.

Since then 1 have received your cable of the 30th August [No. IT. !•'. i>.\. 1910], from which
it would look as if the service mentioned in the first oable had since been cat celled and the later
service substituted therefor.

It is with much gratification that I learn that there is again to be a direct mail-service every
four weeks between this country and the Dominion ; and the commercial bodies of this city are
much pleased at the resumption of the through direct service. I am of the opinion that the new
service will be a success from the commencement, as it has been much needed both as a mail-route
and as an assistance to the trade relations between the two countries, disrupted through the with-
drawal of the Oceanic Steamship Company's line. I wish it every success.

I have, &c,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. H. Stephenson Smith.

[Wn.-S.F. 10/119.] ______^____^_

[Read here Nos. 26 and 29, F.-6a, 1910.]

No. 16.
The Secretary, General Post Office. Wellington, to the Minister fok Public Works, Posts, and

Telegraphs, Paris.
Sn; ,. General Post Office, Wellington, Bth September, 1910.

1 have the honour to inform you that a contract is to ba entered into between the Post-
master-General of this Dominion and the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited)
for a mail-service from New Zealand to San Francisco. The port of departure will be Auckland,
and the port of arrival on the return voyage Wellington; and the service in both directions will
be by way of Rarotonga and Papeete. The service will consist of thirteen round voyages per annum,
and will commence with a departure from Auckland on the 22nd October next. The time between
New Zealand and San Francisco will be twenty-one days. The service supersedes the present
Wellington-Papeete service.

The High Commissioner foi New Zealand in London was requested by cable on the 30th
ultimo to notify you of the establishing of the service.

A contract is being prepared, and copies of it will be sent you later.
I have, Ac.

D. Robertson, Secretary.
The Minister for Public Works. Posts, and Telegraphs, I'ari*.

[Wn.-S.F. 10/79.]
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No. 17.
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington, to the Secretary, General Post Office, London.
Sir,— ■ General Post Office, Wellington, 9th September, 1910.

I have the honour to confirm the request already made by the High Commissioner that
your office will divide mails for New Zealand for despatch via San Francisco in the same way as
you divide the mails for despatch via Suez. I have the reply of the High Commissionsr, dated
the 7th instant, announcing that you would have the desired division made. [See No. 26, F.-6a,
1910.] I have, &c,

D. Robertson,
The Secretary, Gensral Post Office, London. For the Postmaster-General.

[Wn.-S.F. 10/69D.]

No. 18.
The Secretary, Dunedin Chamber of Commerce, Dunedin, to the Right Hon. the Prime Minister.
Sir,— Dunedin Chamber of Commerce, Dunedin, 12th September, 1910.

I have the honour to inform you that at the last meeting of my committee the following
resolution was unanimously adopted, and that I was instructed to forward it for your infor-
mation, viz. :—

" That the executive of the Chamber expresses its approval of the Government's action in
arranging for a direct service between Xew Zealand and San Francisco, and especially that
Wellington has been made the port of call inwards, it being the central port of the Dominion."

I have, &c,
The Right Hon. the Prime Minister, Wellington. Peter Barr, Secretary.

[Wn.-S.F. 10/128].

No. 19.
The Secretary, General Post Office. Wellington, to the Resident Aokxt for New Zealand,

San Francisco.
Sib,— General Port Office, Wellington, 12th September, 1910.

******In reference to my letter of the 6th instant [No. 27, F.-6a, 1910], confirming the cable
advice of the re-establishing of the San Francisco mail-service, I have to inform you that it is
not proposed to send Mail Agents by the mail-steamers at present.

I have, dec.,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

H. Stephenson Smith, Esq., Resident Agent for New Zealand,
244 California Street, San Francisco, Cal.

[W.S. Inc. 10/36].

[Read here No. 30, F. 6a, 1910.]

No. 20.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Seckktaisv. Department of Agriculture,

Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.
(Memorandum.) General Post Office, Wellington, 22nd September, 1910.

I beg to inform you that a contract is to be entered into with the Union Steam Ship Company
of New Zealand (Limited) for a mail-service from New Zealand to San Francisco. The port
of departure will be Auckland, and the port of arrival on the return voyage Wellington; and
the service in both directions will be by way of Rafbtonga and Papeete. The service will consist
of thirteen round voyages per annum, and will commence with a departure from Auckland on
the 22nd October next. The first departure from San Francisco will be on the 16th November.
The time between New Zealand and San Francisco will be twenty-one days. The steamers pro-
posed to be used for the present are the " Aorangi " and the " Maitai." The subsidy is .£1,666
13s. 4d. for each round voyage. The service is for one year only in the meantime.

Cabinet has directed that half of the subsidy is to be paid by the Division of Commerce and
Tourists of your Department, as in the case of the Wellington-Tahiti service, which is super-
seded by the new service. I attach a copy of the Cabinet direction [not printed]. I shall be
glad if you will take on your supplementary estimates the sum of £3,666 : this amount is half
of £10,833, less half of £3,500. This is to correspond with the amount to be taken by this
Department. D- Robertson, Secretary.

The Secretary, Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.
[Wn.-S.F. 10/107.]
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No. 21.
The General Managed, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secretary, General Post

Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 22nd September, 1910.

DiiAFT of proposed contract for conveyance mails between New Zealand San Francisco approved.
Returning draft and posting particulars freights and passages to-morrow.

[Wn.-S.F. 10/90.]

[Read here Nos. 20 and 21, F.-6a, 1910.]

No. 22.
The Secretary, General Post Omce, Wellington, to the Director, Division of Commerce and

Tourists, Departmeni of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.
(Memorandum.) General Post Office, Wellington, 28th September, 1910.

Will you kindly examine the enclosed draft contract, so far as it affects your Department, and
Id me know as early as possible whether the passenger-rates and freights are satisfactory. The
company explains that the passenger rates are the maximum rates, being the same as charged
to Vancouver. Slightly lower rates will for the present be charged, hut the company desiret
the option of increasing them t" the Vancouver standard viz., those shown in print—if and
when better steamers are employed. D. Robertson, Secretary.

The Director, Division of Commerce and Tourists,
Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists. Wellington.

i\\ ii. -S.K. 10/104.1

[Read here No. 24, F.-6a, 1910.]

No. 23.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Resident Agent fob New Zealand,

San Francisco.
Sin. General Post Office, Wellington, Bth October, 1910.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th ultimo.
1 am sorry that my telegram of the Kith August was mutilated in transmission, the words

"on voyage" being substituted for "one voyage." Mv subsequent letters will have explained
the position fully as regards the mail-service. The enclosed parliamentary paper jF. (i.\, 1910],
containing all the correspondence on the subject of the new service, will apprise you of the
details of the negotiations which preceded the acceptance of the Union Company's offer. It is
to be hoped that the service is only the precursor of something better, and that when the first
year lias elapsed it will be to the interests of the I'nion Company to put faster steamers on the
route. In the meantime the " Aorangi " and " Maitai," which have both excellent passenger-
accomi lation and large refrigerating-space, should be regarded as making a good commeim
nient in a service entirely controlled by this Dominion. I have no doubt that you will keep
yourself in touch with the different steamers, and. when necessary, endeavour to induce the
railroad companies to specially facilitate the transport of the mails across America.

While tlie service is nominally a "21-days one. the Union Company has not the least
doubt that the steamers will invariably arrive at San Francisco at 7 a.m. on the due date,
making the voyage 20A days. This arrival should enable connections to be made with the fast
steamer leaving New York on the Tuesday following, thus giving a 81-days' service between
New Zealand and London. 1 have, &c,

D. Robertson. Secretary.
11. Stephenson Smith, Esq., Resident Agent for New Zealand,

244 California Street, San Francisco, Cal.
[Wn.-S.F. 10/127.]

No. 24.
The Righi Hon. the Piume Minister to the Secretary, Dunedin Chamber of Commerce, Dunedin.
Sin,— Prime Minister's Office, Wellington, 10th October. 1910.

I am in receipt of your letter of the 12th September, forwarding copy of a resolution
passed by your executive expressing approval of the proposed new San Francisco mail-service.
which is noted, and for which T thank you. I have, <fee,

J. G. Ward.
Peter Barr, Esq., Secretary, Dunedin Chamber of Commerce, Dunedin.

Wn.-S.F. 10/128.]
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No. 25.
The Secretary, Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington, to the

Secretary, General Post Office.
Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists,

(Memorandum.) Wellington, 14th October, 1910.
Iμ reply to your memorandum of 28th September to the Director of the Commerce and Tourists
Division of this Department, kindly note that the Hon. Minister of Industries and Commerce is
agreeable to the fares and freights proposed under the draft contract forwarded by you, but
wishes provision to be made for the following maximum freights from Auckland or Wellington
to San Francisco: Wool, greasy, per pound; wool, scoured, fd. per pound; phormium-
fibre, 60s. per ton of 2,240 lb.

The Secretary, Post and Telegraph Department. I,'. S. Pope, Secretary.
[Wn.-S.F. 10/129.]

No. 26.
Tne secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the General Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
(Telegram.) Wellington. 14th October, 1910.

Minister of Industries and Commerce agreeable fares and freights proposed under draft San
Francisco contract, but wishes provision made for following maximum freights Auckland or
Wellington to San Francisco : Wool, greasy, halfpenny per pound; wool, scoured, five-eighths
penny per pound; phormium-fibre, sixty shillings per ton of 2,240 pounds. Please wire if
you are agreeable to these rates being inserted.

[Wn.-S.F. 10/131.]
"

No. 27.
The General Managed, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin. to the Secretary, General Post

Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 14th October, 1910.

Agreeable rates named by Minister, but it is understood that these are maximum net rates to
steamer. At present we are charging flax 505., greasy wool 605., scoured 80s., per 2,0001b.,
dumping at shipper's expense.

No. 28.
The Secretary, General Po3t Office, Wellington, to the Secretary, Auckland Harbour Board,

Auckland.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 20th October, 1910.

Beg to inform you that under new San Francisco mail contract steamers engaged therein are
exempt from harbour dues. This is provided by terms of contract.

[Wn.-S.F. 10/161.]

[Letter dated 31st October, in similar terms, to the Secretary, Wellington Harbour Board,
Wellington.]

No. 29.
The Secretary, General Post Offica, Wellington, to the Acting-Manaoer, Union Steam Ship

Company, Wellington.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 20th October, 1010.

Referring to your letter of even date [not printed], I beg to inform you that I have
advised tha Auckland Harbour Board, by telegraph, that the steamers carrying out the San Fran-
cisco mail contract are exempt from harbour dues.

I have, &0.,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

Ths Acting-Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Wellington.
|Wn.-S.F.*lO/162.]

No. 30.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Chief Postmaster, Auckland.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 21st October, 1910.
San Francisco mail-service: Request local manager, Union Company, to obtain from company's
San Francisco agents, or from H. Stephenson Smith, Resident Agent for New Zealand in San
Francisco, detailed information about transportation of New Zealand mails San Francisco to
England, and United Kingdom mails for New Zealand to San Francisco, for inclusion in report
to be furnished on voyage of each steamer. Mail Agsnts formerly supplied. . . .

[Wn.-S.F. 10/173.]

2—F. 6.
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No. 31.
Ihe Chief Postmaster, Auckland, to the Resident Agent for New Zealand, San Francisco.

Sir,— Chief Post Office, Auckland, 22nd October, 1910.
The s.s. " Aorangi " is leaving Auckland for San Francisco to-day, inaugurating the

new San Francisco mail-service, and I have to forward you herewith copy of a telegram which 1
have just received from the Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. The message is sslf-
explanatory, and I think it better to communicate with you direct, rather than through the local
manager of the Union Steam Ship Company. You will no doubt be familiar with all the trans-
portation arrangements for mails through the United States of America and across the Atlantic,
and will have no difficulty in supplying the information required by Mr. Robertson.

I have, &c,
F. D. Holdsworth,

Chief Postmaster.
H. Stepheneon Smith. Esq., Resident Agent for New Zealand, San Francisco.

[Wn.-S.F. 10/180.J

No. 32.
The Acting-Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Wellington, to the Secretary, General Post

Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),

Sir,— Wellington, 27th October, 1910.
I am in receipt of a telegram from our Auckland manager stating that the Customhouse

authorities demand payment of light dues on the " Aorangi." I shall be much obliged if you
will see that the Collector is advised the " Aorangi " is free of all dues ; also that the same instruc-
tion is given to the Collector and to the Harbour Board here.

I have, &c,
T. W. Whitson, Acting-Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[Wn.-S.F. 10/195.]

No. 33.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Acting-Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Wellington.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 28th October, 1910.

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th instant, in reference to light
dues on the steamers performing the San Francisco mail-service, and to say that the steamers are
not exempt from the dues. Mr. Holdsworth was aware of this.

I have, &c,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The Acting-Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited). Wellington.
[Wn.-S.F. 10/199.]

_^^^__^__^^___

No. 34.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the General Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 31st October, 1910.

Herewith I have the honour to forward two copies of the contract for the conveyance of
mails between Nsw Zealand and San Francisco. I should be obliged if you would at your con-
venience have both copies sealed and signed and returned to this office. The Postmaster-General
will then sign the two copies, one of which will be returned to you for record.

I have, &c,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The General Manage]-, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Wn.-S.F. 10/198.] _

No. 35.
The Assistant General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the- Secretary,

General Post Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),

Sir,— Dunedin, 3rd November, 1910.
I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your favour of 31st ultimo forwarding two

copies of the contract for the conveyance of mails between New Zealand and San Francisco. These
have both been signed and sealed by the directors at their board meeting to-day, and I return
them to you herewith.

I would point out, however, that our schedule of freight rates stipulates that the rates on
skins, wool, and phormium-fibie should be for this of cargo when dumped. There is no
mention of this, however, in the contract. I should be obliged if you would have this corrected.

I have, &c,
Val. Johnson,

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. Assistant General Manager.
Wn.-S.F. 10/211.]
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No. 36.
The Secretary, Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington, to the

Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists,

(Memorandum.) Wellington, sth November, 1910.
With reference to your minute of to-day [not printed] on ths attached letter from the Union Steam
Ship Company in regard to the contract for the new San Francisco - New Zealand steamer service,
there is no objection 1o the contracts providing that ths maximum freight rates on wool and
phormium-hbre should apply to these goods only when dumped. With regard to skins, however,
the position is that skins are sometimes dumped before shipment and sometimes not, and I under-
stand that the dumping process decreases the value of the skins. That being so, it would be well
for the maximum freight to be stipulated for undumped skins, if the company wishes to insist on
confining the present rate to dumped skins alone.

I take it that if the rate already embodied in the contract applied to dumped skins only,
shippers of undumped skins would have to make their own arrangements in regard to freight
rates with the company.

The Secretary, General Post Office. F. S. Pope, Secretary.
Wll.-S.F. 10/212.] ________________

No. 37.
The Resident Agent fob New Zealand, San Francisco, to the Secretary, General Post Office,

Wellington.
Sir, Resident Agency for New Zealand, San Francisco, 15th November, 1910.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the Bth ultimo
in reference to the inauguration of the Union Steam Ship Company's direct mail line from Wel-
lington, and enclosing parliamentary papers in connection therewith; also requesting my co-
operation in making the connections by rail and steamer through to Europe.

I shall do everything in my power to facilitate the rapid transmission of the mails across the
continent and also across the Atlantic.

Although the " Aorangi " reached this port soon after 7 a.m. on the 11th instant, I regret
to report that owing to the serious delays in quarantine the mails failed to connect with the Over-
land Limited leaving at 10.40 a.m., and left at 6.40 p.m. instead. This failure to connect has,
I fear, caused the loss of the connection at New York with the fast steamer " Lusitania," of the
Canard line, the mails being due at New York to-morrow at 7.55 a.m. and the " Lusitania " being
scheduled to leave at about 7.40 a.m. I have placed myself in communication with the Cunard
Company and the Postmaster at New York in the hope that I may be enabled U> hold the
"Lusitania" about one hour for the connection, but as Mr. Vernon Brown, the late general
manager of the Cunard Company, has now retired, I do not know how much influence I can bring
to bear upon the steamship company to effect the detention. If possible I shall let you know in
the morning if advices reach me prior to the departure of the "Aorangi." I am advised that
the mails west-bound passed Ogden last night, and should reach here by 10 a.m. to-morrow, so
the " Aorangi " should get off on time.

It is much to be regretted that the local delay should have occurred upon this first trip, but
I shall, in conjunction with Messrs. Spreckels and Company, endeavour to make such representa-
tions to the quarantine authorities that similar delays can be avoided in future. I sincerely
trust that the Union Steam Ship Company will continue to make as early arrivals at this port as
possible, sines the 10.40 a.m. express from this city is none too early to assure connection with
the fast Cunard steamers from New York on Wednesday.

I .mi arranging for notice of mails passing Chicago to be sent me by wire as soon as for-
warded to New York, as heretofore, so that I shall be in a position to use all possible exertion
to hold the Atlantic steamer in case of close calls such as this; and in the winter we must antici-
pate transcontinental delays that may seriously interfere with the connections.

I have, &c,
H. Stephenson Smith,

Resident Agent for theDominion of New Zealand.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

Wn.-N.F. 10/254-5.]
__________________

No. 38.
The Secretary. General Post Office, Wellington, to the Assistant General Manac.eh, Union

Steam Ship Company, Dunedin.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 16th November, 1910.

Referring to your letter of the 3rd instant, I beg to enclose the San Francisco mail-
service agreement which has been signed in duplicate by the Postmaster-General. An additional
clause has been .added on page 2 agreeing that the rates of freight on skins, wool, and phormium-
fibre refer to this class of cargo when dumped. Will you kindly have the new clause signed by
your directors; and also fill up in each copy the blank referring to the affixing of the common
seal of your company. This, I presume, will be your own name. When the documents are com-
pleted, will you kindly retain ome and return the other to this office.

I have. &c.
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The Assistant General Manager, Union Steum Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
[Wn.-S.F. 10/224.] DUDedin -
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No. 39.
The Sbcretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the General Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
Siß,— General Post Office, Wellington, 21st November, 191U.

I have the honour to request that you will instruct the commanders of the " Maitai "and " Aorangi " to furnish ms with a report on each voyage of their respective steamers. Forms
showing what particulars are required have been printed, and copies have been sent to the com-
manders through the Chief Postmaster, Auckland, in order to save time.

T have, iVc .
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The General Manager. Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin
|Wn.-S.F. 10/240.]

No. 40.
The Gbnerai Manager, Union Steam .Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secretary, General I»< .si

Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),

Sir,— Dunedin, 23rd November, miO.
1 am in receipt of your favour of 16th instant enclosing San Francisco mail-servic.

agreement signed in duplicate by the Postmaster-General. We have to thank you for inserting
the clause agreeing that the rales of freight on skins, wool, and phormium-fibre refer to this class
of cargo when dumped. This clause has been initialled by the directors who signed the agreement.
and the blank referring to tha affixing of the seal has been filled in. I now return one copy of
tlie agreement herewith. The second copy we are retaining as instructed.

It would be a great convenience to us if you could oblige us with a few spare copies of the
agreement for record purposes * Thanking you in anticipation,

I have, dec,
T. W. Whitson,

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. For General Manager.
iWn.-K.K. 10/242-1

No. 41.
Contract for Conveyance of Ocean Mails.

Agreement between the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited) and the Postmaster-
General of New Zealand.

Memorandum of agreement made and entered into this eleventh day of November, one thousand
nine hundred and ten, between the Right Honourable Sir Joseph George Ward, the Postmaster
General of the Dominion of New Zealand, acting for and on behalf of His Majesty the King, of
the one part, and the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), (hereinafter desig
nated "the Company"), of the other part: Witnesseth that the Company doth, for itself, its
successors and assigns (so far as the conditions, stipulations, and agreements hereinafter con-
tained are to be observed and performed by the Company), hereby agree with the Postmaster-
General of the Dominion of New Zealand and his successors in office, acting on behalf of Hi.*
Majesty as aforesaid; and the said Postmaster-General doth, for and on behalf of himself as such
Postmaster-General and his successors in office respectively, and His Majesty the King (so far a*

the conditions, stipulations, and agreements hereinafter contained are to be observed and per-
formed by him or them), hereby agree with the Company and its successors in manner following,
that is to say,—

1. In the construction of these presents the following words and expressions shall mean and
include (unless such meaning shall be inconsistent with the context), as follows :—

" Postmaster-General " means the Postmaster-General for the time being of New Zea
land:

" Company " includes the successors and assigns of the Company :
'Mails" includes all boxes, bags, or packets of letters, newspapers, books, or printed

papers, patterns, parcels, and all other articles transmissible by post; also all
empty bags, empty boxes, and other stores and articles used or to be used in
carrying on the Post Office service:

" Mail " means the aggregate of mails to be transmitted at any one time by any of the
vessels for the time being employed in the mail-service under this contract : and

" Hours " means hours calculated according to Greenwich time.
2. The Company shall from time to time, and at all times hereafter, during a period of one

year computed from the nineteenth day of October, one thousand nine hundred and ten (unless
this contract is previously terminated in pursuance of any provision in that behalf hereinafter
contained), convey all His Majesty's mails which, and all other mails of whatever country or phut
which, the Postmaster-General shall at any time and from time to time require the Company to
convey from Wellington to the ports of Auckland, Rarotonga, Papeete, and San Francisco
respectively, within the respective times and in manner hereinafter provided for; and, so long
as the services hereby agreed to be performed ought to be performed in pursuance of this con-
tract, shall and will provide and keep seaworthy and in complete repair and readiness for such

*OopjpB duly forwarded.
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purpose two good substantial and efficient screw steam-vessels, to be approved by the Postmaster-
General : Provided that so long as th\> Company's screw steam-vessels " Aorangi and Maitai "are efficient these vessels shall be provided and kept for the purpose aforesaid. Provided further
that if and as often as any of the two screw steam-vessels aforesaid become disabled through
tempestuous weather, or by reason of accident beyond the control of the Company, or are with-
drawn for necessary overhaul, then it *hall be lawful for the Company to provide and equip a
.screw steam vessel or vessels, such as the " Mokoia," as a temporary substitute or substitutes,
(capable of performing the voyage in the manner and within the time specified.

3. The steam-vessels to be employed under this contract shall be always furnished with all
necessary and proper machinery, engines, apparel, furniture, stores, tackle, boats, fuel, lamps, oil,
tallow, provisions, anchors, cables, iire-punips and other proper means for extinguishing tire, charts,
chronometers, nautical instruments, and whatsoever else may be necessary for equipping the said
vessels and rendering them constantly efficient for the performance of the voyages within the
times hereinafter specified, and for the service hereby agreed to be performed, and also manned
and provided with competent and legally qualified officers, the master or commander having ample
experience in command of screw steam-vessels, and with a sufficient number of efficient engineers,
and a sufficient crew of able seamen and other men, and with a competent surgeon; to be in all
respects, as to vessels, engines, equipments, and capacity, subject to the approval of the Post-
master-General or of such other person or persons as he shall at any time or times or from tiim
to time authorize to inspect and examine the .same. Full facilities for such inspection and
examination shall at all times be given bj' the Company, and no vessel shall be employed or used
tor the purposes of this contract until approved as aforesaid.

Every vessel, other than a temporary substitute vessel as may be approved by the Post-
master-General, used under this contract shall be fitted with cool-storage chambers of a not less
capacity than 10,000 cubic feet, in which dead moat or other natural products may be carried
or conveyed, and such cool-storage chambers shall be fitted with all necessary appliances and
machinery for working and keeping the same effectiv< .

4. All of such vessels so employed shall each, according to its capacity, carry all the freight
and passengers which may be reasonably offered or obtained, and at tariff rates, both as to
passengers and freight, not exceeding the rates hereinafter set forth—that is to say,—

~, ... PASSENGER HATES.From Wellington—
To llarotonga. —Saloon—single £l'd, return £20 15s; second class—single £10 10s., return

£16 10s.; third class—single £8, return £12 10s.
To Papeete.—Saloon—single £17, return £26 155.; second class—single £13 10s., return

£21 55.; third class—single £9 155., return £16.
To Wellington—

From Rarotonga. —Saloon —single £11, return £20 155.; second class—single £8 155.. return
£16 10s.; third class—single £6 10s., return £12 10s.

From Papeete.—Saloon—single £14 10s., return £26 155.; second class—single £11 "is..
return £21 55.; third class—single £8, return £16.

From Auckland—
To Rarotonga.—The same rates as from Rarotonga to Wellington direct, quoted above, "ill

apply.
To Papeete.— The same rates as from Papeete to Wellington, quoted above, will apply.

To Auckland—
From Rarotonga. —The same rates as from Wellington to Rarotonga, quoted above, will apply.
From Papeete.—The same rates as from Wellington to Papeete, quoted above, will apply.

Wellington and Auckland—
To and from San Francisco.—Not exceeding: Saloon—single £40, return £60; second class

—single £25, return £40; third class—single £16, return £30.
From and to southern ports of New Zealand.—Ordinary coastal fares from or to Wellington

(or Auckland) in addition to the above.

From Auckland and Wellington—
To Rarotonga and Papeete. —The same rates as charged by the Union Steam Ship Company's

local steamers will apply by the mail-steamers.
To San Francisco, not to exceed—General cai'go, 50s. to 60s. per ton of 40 cub. ft. : skins.

50s. per ton of 2,0001b.; butter, in refrigerator, Id. per pound gross; meats, in re-
frigerator, fd. per pound gross.

Maximum freights Auckland or Wellington to San Francisco—
Wool, greasy, Jd. per pound: wool, scoured, fd. per pound: phormium-fibre,

60s. per ton of 2,2401b.
It is agreed that the rates of freight on skins, wool, and phormimum-fibie refer u>

this class of cargo when dumped.
From Rarotonga to Wellington and Auckland.—General cargo, 40s. per 40 cub. ft. : fruit, in cases.

255. per 40 cub. ft.
Prom San Francisco to Wellington and Auckland.—General cargo, $8 to $16 per 40 cub. ft. :canned goods, $8 to $10 per 40 cub. ft. ; salmon, $8 to $9 per 40 cub. ft. : wheat and flour.

$6 to $8 per 2,000 lb.
An additional rate of not exceeding 12s. per ton to and from other main ports of Nevr

Zealand shall Vie chargeable, which includes transhipment expenses at Wellington or Auckland.
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The rates of passages provided herein are understood to be applicable to the vessels' ordinary
accommodations only; and the rates of freight, except where specifically mentioned, do not pro
vide for cool-storaga or other special stowage. In the event of any disturbance of normal con-
ditions which in the opinion of the Postmaster-General is sufficient to materially increase the
expense of running the vessels used for services under this contract, the Postmaster-General maj
authorize a percentage increase of the foregoing fares and freights :

Provided that no discrimination shall be made as regards tariff rates for either freights or
passengers in any manner directly or indirectly against any New Zealand port, or against the
New Zealand Government railways, or against any New Zealand merchant or shipper.

5. The Company shall at all times maintain all vessels used for services under this contract,
with their machinery, tackle, and equipment, in first-class condition, as required by Lloyd*
Registry.

6. The mails shall be conveyed thirteen times in the year (once every four weeks) from Wei
lington to San Francisco by way of Auckland, Itarotonga, and Papeete, and from San Francisco
to Wellington by way of Papeete and Karotonga, and the service shall be deemed to have com-
menced with the despatch of the " Aorangi " from Wellington on the nineteenth day of October, one
thousand nine hundred and ten, which shall be deemed to ba the first appointed day. The vessels
respectively employed to convey the mails shall leave the said Port of Wellington on the appointed
days (computed as aforesaid), and at such hours on the appointed days, as may from time to time
be agreed to between the Postmaster-General and the Company, or as, in the absence of agree-
ment, may be directed by the Postmaster-General.

7. If upon the expiry of the period of one year, the term provided for the duration of this
agreement, the Company, whether by reason of delay or otherwise, shall not in that time have
completed thirteen round voyages in accordance with the last foregoing clause, and a further
voyage or further voyages shall have been or ought to be commenced in accordance therewith,
such voyage or voyages shall be continued or completed, aud the mails embarked and delivered
during and at the completion of the same, without any further payment to the Company than is
hereinafter provided for; and this agreement shall be deemed to subsist and be enforceable in all
respects until the said thirteen round voyages have been completed, notwithstanding that before
the completion of such voyages the period of one year shall have elapsed.

8. The Company, at its own expense, shall deliver and take the mails to and from the steamers
and the shore, at convenient places to be from time to time appointed by the Postmaster-General,
in the respective ports from and to which the mails are to be conveyed, and also shall convey the
same and the officers having charge of them to and from the steamers and the shore as may be
necessary, in suitable boats furnished with suitable coverings for the mails, aud properly equipped
and manned; and shall from time to time convey the officers or agents of the Postmaster-General
to and from the steamers and the shore at any of the said ports as often as may be necessary in the
execution of their duties respectively.

9. If the Postmaster-General or his officers or agents shall in event of emergency deem it
requisite for the public service that any vessel should be delayed at Auckland beyond the appointed
hour of departure, it shall be lawful for the Postmaster-General or such officers or agents to order
such delay for the period specified in the order, not exceeding twenty-four hours, by letter ad-
dressed to the commander of the vessel and delivered to'him or to any person appearing to be in
charge, or left for him at the office of the Company in the port or on board the vessel, three hours
at least before the hour appointed for departure; and every such order shall be obeyed by the
Company, its officers, and servants. In every case where a vessel is delayed at Auckland pursuant
to such order as aforesaid, demurrage at the rate of five pounds an hour shall be paid to the Com-
pany for each hour's delay after the first six hours.

10. In order to insure, as far as practicable, the due carrying of the mails from San Francisco
to New Zealand under this contract, the Company shall delay the departure of any of its vessels
from San Francisco for such period as the Postmaster-General directs, not exceeding forty-eight
hours after the time of departure fixed as aforesaid, in order to await the arrival of the mails
from London to Australia and New Zealand.

Such direction shall be by letter from the Postmaster-General's officer or agent at San Fran
cisco, addressed to the Company, and delivered at its office in San Francisco at least three hours
before the hour appointed for the departure of the vessel. In every case where a vessel is delayed
at San Francisco pursuant to such direction as aforesaid, demurrage at the rate of five pounds
per hour shall be paid to the Company by the Postmaster-General for each hour's delay after the
first six hours. In the case of each vessel so delayecl the demurrage in respect thereof shall be
paid at the Treasury in Wellington, or at the Company's office at Dunedin, on receipt by the Post-
master-General of advice of tl.e amount payable.

11. If from any cause whatsoever, at any time or times hereafter, one of the vessels for this
service shall not be at the Ports of Wellington or of Auckland, ready to put to sea in due time to
perform the services hereby contracted to be performed, the Company shall pay as liquidated
damages to the Postmaster-General in respect of every mail that shall be delayed by reason of any
such default as aforesaid the sum of two hundred pounds, and the further sum of fifty pounds
for every successive twenty-four hours which shall elapse between the time at which the mail shall
be appointed to leave the port and the time at which the vessel conveying the same shall leave the
port, whether such vessel shall be one of those aforesaid or any other vessel which the Postmaster-
General shall think fit to employ or to sanction being employed for the purpose: Provided thai
the Postmaster-General shall have power to remit or reduce any of the sums payable as in this
clause mentioned if he shall be satisfied that any such default as aforesaid was attributable to
causes over which the Company had no control: Provided also that the maximum amount to be
paid by the Company under this clause in respect of such defaults for any one voyage shall not
exceed one thousand pounds.
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12. The mails shall be safely conveyed from Auckland to San Francisco within four hundred
and ninety-two hours, and from San Francisco to Wellington within five hundred and five
hours, this time to be calculated from the time appointed for the departure of the mail. In
case of the loss of any mails after delivery to vessel at Wellington or Auckland, the Company shall,
with all possible despatch, at its own cost, do all such acts and take all such measures as may be
reasonably expected to be done and taken to recover the mail* so lost. And the Company shall be
liable for all damage or injury to mails, from whatsoever cause that may arise or happen, except-
ing fire, the act of God. perils of the seas, or enemies of the flag.

13. For each round voyage performed under this contract the Postmaster-General will pay to
the Company the sum of one thousand six hundred and sixty-six pounds thirteen shillings and
fourpence.

14. Subject to the provisions of the Universal Postal Union Convention of Rome (1906), the
Postmaster-General shall apply to the proper authority of any countries whose mails may be
carried by steamers employed in the service under this contract for payment of sea-transit rates
therefor as fixed by the said Convention, and on payment being received from any such authority
the Postmaster-General shall pay over to the Company the amount thereof: Provided always that
the Postmaster-Gensral shall not incur any responsibility whatever for the due payment of any
such rates or of any rates whatever, and shall not be bound under this clause to take any steps
or make any claim other than at his sole and absolute discretion he shall deem advisable.

15. In respect of each voyage the Company shall pay to the Postmaster-General as liquidated
damages, and not as a penalty, the sum of four pounds for every hour in excess of the number of
hours prescribed in clause twelve as the maximum number to be occupied in conveying the mails
unless such excess of time is caused by any event beyond the Company's control; and all such
sums may be deducted by the Postmaster-General from any payments due to the Company under
this contract: Provided that no sum shall be payable by the Company under this clause in respect
of any specified voyage unless the period of actual delivery of the mails at San Francisco or Wel-
lington exceeds the time of delivery provided by this contract by forty-eight hours; and provided
also that the Postmaster-General may remit any payment which in his opinion should not be en-
forced.

16. The sums stipulated to be payable to the Company under this contract shall be in full
satisfaction for all services rendered thereunder, and the amount payable in respect of each round
voyage shall be payable to the Company at the Treasury in Wellington, or at the Company's
office at Dunedin, immediately after the completion of the round voyage.

17. During the continuance of this contract, and so long as the same shall be faithfully
carried out by the Company, no charge for harbour dues, dock dues, or other rates shall be made
or levied under the Harbours Act, 1908, or any amendment thereof, or under any special Act
in that behalf, at the Ports of Wellington or Auckland, for any of the steam-vessels employed in
the services under this contract, and all such vessels shall be exempt therefrom accordingly.

18. The Company shall at its own cost provide, to the satisfaction of the Postmaster-General,
on board all vessels employed in the services under this contract, proper, safe, and convenient
places of deposit for the mails, with locks, keys, and secure fastenings; and every such place of
deposit shall be rendered and kept vermin-proof.

19. The Company shall also at its own cost provide, to the satisfaction of the Postmaster-
General, all necessary and suitable accommodation, including lights, for the purpose of sorting
and making up the mails on board the several vessels employed in the services under this contract,
and, on being required to do so by the Postmaster-General, shall at its own cost erect or set apart
in each of the said vessels on the main deck a separate and convenient room for such purposes;
and all such furniture, lamps, fittings, and other conveniences shall be from time to time cleansed
and kept in repair, and the oil for the lamps supplied by the servants of and at the cost of the
Company. The master or commander of each of the said vessels shall also, if required, provide
assistance for conveying the mails between the mail-room and the snrting-room, and also render
such other assistance as may from time to time be needed, without charge.

20. If the Postmaster-General shall think fit to intrust the charge and custody of the mails
to the master or commander of any vessel to be employed in the services under this contract, and
in all cases where the officer or other person appointed to have charge of the mails shall be absent
to the knowledge of the master or commander of such vessel, such master or commander shall,
without any charge, taks due care of, and the Company shall be responsible for the receipt, safe
custody, and delivery of, the said mails at the several appointed places in the respective ports
as part of the services hereby contracted to be rendered. The master or commander shall also
make the usual Post Office declaration, and furnish such journal, returns, and other information,
and perform such other services in relation to the care and delivery of such mails, as the Post-
master-General or his officers shall from time to time reasonably require.

21. The Company and all commanding and other officers in charge of the vessels employed
under this contract shall at all times punctually attend to the orders and directions of the Post-
master-General or his officers or agents as to the mode, time, and place of landing, transhipping,
delivering, and receiving the mails, subject to the special provisions herein contained, and so far
as such orders and directions are reasonable, and consistent with the safety of the vessels.

22. The Company shall at its own cost provide suitable first-class accommodation, including a
cabin or state-room for the exclusive use of a mail officer or agent for the Postmaster-General
and for one assistant, or, if need be, two assistants, for such Postmaster-General on board each
of the vessels employed under this contract, who shall be at liberty to use such accommodation as
may be required for the performance of their duties: and all such officers, agents, and assistant*



F.—H 16
shall be victualled by the Company as chief-cabin passengers without charge either for their
passages or victualling; and whilst the vessel stays at any port, excepting the Ports of Welling-
ton, Auckland, and San Francisco, to or from which the muils are conveyed, every such officer,
agent, and assistant shall be allowed to remain on board, and shall be victualled as aforesaid.

23. Every such mail officer, agent, and assistant shall be recognized and treated by the
Company, its officers and agents, as the agent of the Postmaster-General, and as having full
authority in all cases to require a due and strict performance of this contract: Provided that
no such agent, officer, or assistant shall have power to control or interfere with any master, com-
mander, or officer in the performance of his duty; and every such agent, officer, and assistant
shall be subject to all general orders issued by the master or commander for the good order, health,
and comfort of the passengers and crew, and the safety of the vessel.

24. In case of any great or habitual non-performance or non-observance of this contract,
or of any of the agreements, matters, or things herein contained, and on the part of the Company,
its officers, agents, or servants, or any of them, to be observed or performed, whether there bo
or be not any penalty or sum of money payable by the Company for any such non-observance
or non-performance, it shall be lawful for the Postmaster-General," if he shall be of opinion that
the Company is not bona fide carrying out the provisions herein contained, and he shall so think
fit (notwithstanding there may or may not have been any former non-observance or non-perform-
ance of this contract), by writing under his hand, to determine this contract without any previous
notice to the Company or its agents. And.the Company shall not be entitled to any compensation
in respect of such determination, and such determination shall not deprive the Postmaster-General
of any rights or remedies to which he would otherwise be entitled by reason of any non-observance
or non-performance of any of the provisions herein contained : Provided that such habitual
non-performance or non-observance of this contract has been duly pointed out to the Company,
nnd reasonably prompt and effective steps have not been taken by it to have the provisions of this
contract properly carried out.

25. All notices or directions which are hereby authorized to be given to the Company, its
officers, servants, or agents, may be delivered to the master or commander of any of the said
vessels, or other officer or agent of the Company in the charge or management of any vessel em-
ployed in the performance of this contract on board stich vessel, or left for the Company on board
such vessel, or at the Company's office at Wellington, Auckland, or San Francisco, and any notices
or directions so given or left shall be binding on the Company.

2G. It shall be lawful for the Postmaster-General by writing under his hand, at any time and
from time to time, to delegate all or any of the powers vested in him by virtue of this contract to
such person or persons as he may think fit.

27. If the Company shall refuse or wilfully neglect to carry out the services hereby provided
for, or any of them, according to the true intent and meaning of these presents, then, irrespective
of any other liability it may thereby incur, it shall forfeit and pay to the Postmaster-General aR
liquidated damages, and not as a penalty, the sum of three thousand pounds.

28. All and every the sums of money hereby stipulated to be paid by the Company shall be
considered as liquidated or ascertained damages, whether any damage or loss shall have or shall
have not been sustained, and may be set off by the Postmaster-General against any moneys pay-
able to the Company under or by virtu3of these presents, or may be enforced by the Postmaster-
General as a debt due, with full costs of suit at his discretion : Provided always that the payment
by the Company of any sums of money for any neglect or default in the observance or performance
of the covenants or agreements herein contained shall not in any manner prejudice the rights of
the Postmaster-General to treat such defaults as a non-observance or non-performance of this con-
tract on the part of the Company.

29. If any dispute, question, difference, or controversy shall arise between the Postmaster-
General and the Company touching these presents, or any clause or thing herein contained, or the
construction thereof, or any matter in any way connected with these presents or the operation
hereof, or the rights, duties, or liabilities of the Postmaster-General or of the company in con-
nection with the premises, then and in every or any such case the matter in difference shall be
referred to the arbitration of two arbitrators, one to be appointed by each party; and this pro-
vision shall be deemed to be a submission to arbitration under and subject to the provisions of the
Arbitration Act, 1908.

30. The arbitration shall take place and be conducted at Wellington.
31. In the event of the Vancouver service being es+ablished at any time during the currency

of this contract, and Auckland included as a port of call both ways, the Postmaster-General may.
if the service to and from San Francisco is considered to be satisfactory, extend this agreement
for a term of two years from the nineteenth day of October, one thousand nine hundred and eleven,
with Wellington as the inward and outward New Zealand port of call.

32. The Company shall be at liberty to extend the service hereby provided for by continuing
the voyage of the vessels employed hereunder and the conveyance of mails from San Francisco
to Wellington to the Port of Sydney, and thence back to Wellington or Auckland at the option
of the Postmaster-General, provided that no payment for such extended service shall be made
to the Company by the Postmaster-General, and provided also that the Company shall in nowise
allow such extension of the service and voyage as aforesaid to interfere with the due and regular
service to and from Wellington or Auckland to San Francisco at the times and in the manner
hereinbefore provided for. And to insure the due and proper observance of the provisions of
this contract it shall be obligatory upon the Company, in case it elects to extend the service under
this clause, to provide, maintain, and keep for such purpose a third vessel, conforming in all
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respects to the requirements of the Postmaster-General, and such extended service shall he main-
tained by the Company under and subject to all the provisions hereinbefore contained.

In witness whereof the Postmaster-General hath hereunto set his hand and seal, and the Com-pany hath hereunto caused its common seal to be affixed, the day and year first above
written.

Signed by the said Joseph George Ward, Postmaster-1General of New Zealand, for and on behalf of [ J. G. Wahd. [l.s.|His Majesty, in tho presence of—
J. HISLOP,

Private Secretary,
Wellington.

The common seal of the Union Steam Ship Company \
of New Zealand (Limited) was hereunto affixed { [l.s.]
by Valentine Johnson, in the presence of— )

J. M. Ritchie, i „.
Johx Roberts, j D^o™

No. 42.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secretary, Gen&ral Post

Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),

Sm,- Dunedin, 24th November, 1910.
1 have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 21st instant advising

having sent to the commanders of tho " Aorangi " and " Maitai " v supply of forms on which
you wish them to furnish you a report on each voyage. We have instructed the commanders of
both vessels to report direct to you as requested.

I have, <fee,
R. McK. MoLennan,

The Secretary. General Post Office, Wellington. For General Manager.
[Wn.-S.F. 10/244.]

No. 43.
The Resident Agent fob \t:\\ Zealand, San Francisco, to the Secretary, General Post Office,

Wellington.
Sir, — Resident Agency for New Zealand, San Francisco, 12th December, 1910.

I have the honour to report that the s.s. " Maitai " arrived at this port on Thursday,
the Bth instant, at 11 p.m.—too late to pass quarantine. The Japanese steamer ,: Chio Maru "
arrived at 11.30 p.m. the same evening, and received the services of the quarantine official before
the '' Maitai,'' the latter vessel not being visited by the Health officers and Customs officials until
8.30 a.m., and not released until 9.-30 a.m. The " Maitai " arrived off the dock at 10.5 a.m.,
and made fast alongside at 10.15 a.m., the mails being landed at 10.45 a.m. The Overland
Limited, however, left at 10.40 p.m., the mails thus missing the fast connection by about half
an hour. Every possible endeavour was made by the Post Office officials, the teamster, and Messrs.
Spreckels to expedite the matter, but the delay in quarantine was fatal. 1 used every endeavour
to delay the Limited half an hour, but Pound h impossible. The mails left this city at 6 p.m.
on Friday, and are due ai .\V« Fork <"' Wednesday morning at 7.r>3 a.m. If they arrive at
N»w York on time every exertion will be made to make the connection with the Ounard Steamship
Company's " Coronia," leaving New York at 10 a.m.

I have discussed the question of :hese delays in quarantine and Customs with the captain of
the " .Maitai.'' the U.S. officials, ami Messrs. Spreckels Bios., but have not much hope of effecting
anything . . . The only alternative is to expedite the arrival of the steamers so as to make
an arrival at this port during the winter season not later than 3 p.m., so as to get the
chance of leaving by the 6 p.m. train on Thursday night. Captain Stevens says it is simply a
matter of coal. Is it possible to put forward the departure from Auckland one day—that is, to
make a Friday's departure in place of the present-Saturday's?

I also wish to direct your attention to the delay that is now caused by the absence of a Mail
Agent on these steamers. The vessels arrive in this port with the entire bulk of mail for all
destinations in one mass, causing a delay of from fifteen to twenty-five minutes in discharging
and separating the mails. If an officer was in charge of the mails the through mails could be
kept apart and brought on deck ready for immediate discharge into a waiting conveyance, and
sent off to the railway ferry with only :i few minutes' delay, and a few minutes may save several
days at final destination. .As it. is, the connection is almost too close to insure any certain con-
nection under the prevailing circumstances.

Everything is being dune at this port, except by the Federal officials, to facilitate the despatch
of the mails and secure a connection, and it is with much regret that I have to report two failures
to connect with the Limited trains.

I have, &c,
H. Stephenson Smith,

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. Resident Agsnt for New Zealand.
Wn.-S.F.*ll/6-7.]

3—F. 6.
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Enclosure in No. 43.
(Memorandum.)

Mails for Europe arriving at San Francisco per s.s. " Aorangi," Uth November, 1910, at 10.30
a.m., left San Francisco at 6 p.m. Friday the 11th, arrived at New York on Tuesday the 16th at9.30 a.m., and left New York by s.s. " Prinz Friedrich Wilhelm " on 17th November". This vessel
was in collision with s.s "La Lorraine " in New York Harbour and the mails were returned, and
finally left by the steamer " Philadelphia " on 19th November nt 10 a.m.. arriving at Southampton.England, en 26th November. 1910.

[Wn.-S.F. 11/5.]

No. 44.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Resident Agent foh New Zealand, San

Francisco.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 12th December, 1910,

Will " Maitai's " mail connect Cunard?
[Wn.-S.F. 10/268.]

No. 45.
The Resident AGE.vr kok New Zealand, San Francisco, to the Secretary, General Post Office,

Wellington.
Sir, Resident Agency for New Zealand, San Francisco, 14th December, 1910.

As you will have learned by my cable, the " Maitai's " mails failed to connect with the
Limited leaving this city at 10.40 a.m. on Friday, notwithstanding that the vessel arrived at
11.30 the previous evening. The quarantine officers will only visit vessels between sunrise and
sunset. The sun rises here this time of year about 7 a.m. and sets about 5 p.m. The Japanese
liner got the first service, and the quarantine officers did not reach the " Maitai " until 8.30 a.m.
The Customs and quarantine officials did not get through until 9.30 a.m. The vessel took three-
quarters of an hour to get alongside, giving only twenty-five minutes to discharge, separate, and
convey mails to the ferry-boats, and it was impossible to make the connection. The mails arrived
here under hatches in one huge pile, all mixed. Had the London mails been on <leek and checked
for discharge about fifteen minutes might have been saved and the connection probably effected.
This is where the absence of the Mail Agent was seriously felt, and it would look to me as if we
are running the chance of missing the connections in cases r,f such close calls unless an officer of
this description accompanies the mails. However, thai is a matter that probably you have well
considered. I would state that the Overland Limited at 10.40 a.m. is the Fast express that has
been instituted since the old contract was minihm. and i- a train thai makes a verj close schedule,
and the railroad officials state that they cannot under any circumstances delay the departure even
for a few minutes. The later trains can be held under special circumstances, but they are com-
paratively slow trains, and do not make the close connections at Chicago that the Limited does.
I am going again to interview the Quarantine, Customs, and Immigration Departments in this
city and endeavour again to impress upon them the importance of getting the mails off the steamers
without delay. Some time could be gained by transferring the mails to tugs at the quarantine-
grounds, but that would, of course, entail some expense, probably £10, and T rln not know whether
such an expenditure would be authorized by the Government.

I have your cable asking whether the mails will connect with the Cunard steamers this Wednes-
day. 1 cannot yet inform you, as the " Caronia " does not l?ave until 10 a.m. to-day, and our
mails should be in New York (if on time) at 8 a.m. It takes from one hour fifteen minutes to
one hour thirty minutes to go from the New York Railroad station to the steamship dock, so there
should be a connection made. Had our mails caught the Limited there would have been a chance
to hold the " Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse "on Tuesday That vessel left half an hour after the
due hour of arrival at New York, and we have never had any difficult)- in holding the German
steamers an hour or more in the past. They seem to take great pride in being able to say that
they had been selected to carry the mails. However, we must use every effort next time to do
better at this port. Captain Stevens says, if instructed, ha can get here in time for the Thursday
evening 6 p.m. train, which would mean arriving here not later than 3 p.m.; but, of course, it
means more coal-consumption. The steamers hereafter will be- fitted with "wireless." which will
be great assistance in knowing almost the exact hour of arrival.

� * * � � * »
I have, (fee,

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. H. Stephenson Smith.
fU.S. Inc. 11/4.]

No. 46.
The Assistant Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the General Manager. Union

Steam Ship Company. Dunedin.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 14th December. 1910.

I have the honour to forward herewith extract from a letter, dated the 15th ultimo, from
the Resident Agent for New Zealand in San Francisco, reporting the desirability of an early
arrival of the mail-steumers at San Francisco on Fridays to enable the mails for the United King-
dom to be despatched on the same day by the 10.40 a.m. train to insure connection with the fast

\
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Cunard steamers leaving New York on Wednesdays. The " Aorangi " reached San Francisco on
tbr I lth ultimo ;it 7 a.m., hut owing to quarantine delays the mails missed the 10.40 a.m. train.

I have, &c,
W. R. Morris,

Assistant Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[For enclosure see No. '!7, from "It is much to I" regretted " down to " with the fast

Cunard steamers from New York on Wednesday."
[Wn.-S.F. 10/2i)7.] ___________________

No. 47.
The Resident Agent foe New Zealand, San Francisco. io the Secretary, General Post Office,

Wellington.
(Telegram.) San Francisco, 16th December, 1910.

Missed Cunard. Left to-day. "Philadelphia
[Wn.-S.P. 10/283.] __________»___

No. 48.
'I he Secretary. General Post Office, Wellington, to the Resident Agent for New Zealand, San

Francisco.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 19th December, 1910

Where did failure " Maitai's " mail occur?
[Wn.-S.F. 10/284.]

_________________
No. 49.

The Resident Agent fob New Zealand, San Francisco, to the Secretary, General Post Office.
Wellington.

(Telegram.) San Francisco, 19th December, 1910.
Rail obstruction Chicago to New York.

[Wn.-S.F. 10/285.]

No. 50.
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington, to the Hon. the Postmaster-General,

Washington.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 22nd December, 1910.

Reported mail for London ex " Maitai " which arrived San Francisco eighth missed Cunard
owing failure between Chicago New York. Very unfortunate so serious hitch should occur at
commencement Service. Much obliged if you would take matter up with railroad companies so
thai unbroken transit our mails secured San Francisco New York.

[Wn.-S.F. 10/293.]
________________

No. 51.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to rhe Secretary, General Post

Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),

Sir. Dunedin, 22nd December, 1910.
I have to thank you for your favour of 14th hislaiit. The unfortunate delay in connec-

tion with the " Aorangi's " mails east, was discussed by the writer with the Resident Agent, and
with Messrs. Spreckels, who are our agents for the new service, and we trust that the result in
future working will prove quite satisfactory

We shall feel much obliged for information from you in due course as to what despatch the
■ Maitai's" mails met with and when they arrived in London. Wβ understand that, as was the

case with the " Aorangi," the " Maitai " arrived in San Francisco on contract time.
T have, &c,

R. McK. McLennan,
The Secretary. General Post Office, Wellington. For General Manager.

[WH.-S.F. 10/295.] ' ________________
No. 52.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin. to the Secretary, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited).
Sir,_ Dunedin, 22nd December, 1910.

The question has been referred to us by the masters of the steamers conducting the San
Francisco service as to how long they shall be at liberty to remain at Rarotonga coming south in
the event of unfavourable weather conditions rendering it impracticable to get the fruit cargo
shipped from there on the time-table date. I therefore have the honour to refer the matter to
you for decision, so that we can give the necessary instructions to all concerned.

19
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f may mention that in our experience in working Rarotonga it has been very seldom that the

steamers have been unable to work thj anchorage, though sometimes the work has proceeded rather
slowly on account of the swell rolling in.

1 have, &c,
K. McK. McLennan,

The Secretary, General Post Othee. Wellington For General Manager.
■Wn.- S.F. 11/l.]

«____^____________

No. 53.
The Secretary, General Post Office. Wellington, to the General Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
SIR, General Post Office, Wellington, 31st December, 1910.

In reference to your letter of the 22nd instant inquiring how long the San Francisco
mail-steamers may remain at Rarotonga on the south trip in the event of the weather bsing
unfavourable for cargo working, 1 have the honour to inform you that this Department does not
wish to interfere with the arrangements for shipping oargo ai Rarotonga, so long as the contract
time between termini is nol exceeded. The contract does nol provide for the length of stoppage
at Rarotonga, but only for the conveyance of the mails from Auckland to San Franoisoo within
492 hours " and from San Franoisoo to Wellington " within 505 hours.''

T have, &c,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of Now Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
tWn.-S.F. 11/3.] ' No. 54.
The Secretary, General Post Office. Wellington, to the General Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
Sir, General I'ost Office, Wellington, ith January, 1911.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipi of your letter of the 22nd ultimo, in refer-
ence in the transit acrose America of mails for the United Kingdom despatched via San Francisco

The " Maitai arrived at San Francisco on the Bth ultimo at midnight, seven hours ahead
of the contract time; bul the mails missed the overland express train, and, owing to railwaj
obstruction between Chicago and New Fork, did not connect with the Cunard liner which left
Xeu York on the 14th, and consequently did nol reach London until the 23rd ultimo, four day*
late. The I iii ;i States Post Office has been requested to take up the matter of the hitch between
Chicago and New York with the railroad companies, with the view of securing unbroken transit
of New Zealand mails from San Francisco to New York.

1 have, &c,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited). Dunedin.
rwn.-s.F. 10/801.] i_

i

_
ii

_
i

____
No. 55.

The Hon. the Postmastbk-Genbral, Wellington, to the Hon. the Postmaster-General.
Washington.

(Telegram.) Wellington, sth January, 1911.
( ustmiis Immigrations Quarantine Departments San Francisco to visit New Zealand

vessels after .--unset, resulting in serious delays transferring mails to overlain' trains. Obli
if you could induce Departments to allow mails to be landed any hour of night, as was done when
old service current.

[Wn.-S.F. 11/9.1
-^—^——No. 56.

The Secretary, General Post Office. Wellington, to Resident Agent for New Zealand. San
Francisco.

.(Telegram.) Wellington, sth January, 1911.
Expenditure transferring mails to tugs quarantine-ground authorized. You report mails ex

" Aorangi " November eleventh left San Francisco 6 p.m. Friday, arrived New York Tuesday
sixteenth 9.30 a.m. Later you say ;i Afaitai's " mails left San Franoisoo Friday fi p.m. not due
New York until Wednesday morning. Reply stating position.

[Wn.-S.F. 11/8.1
——_—___—_^____-

No. 57.
The Resident Agent fob New Zealand, San Francisco, to the Secretary, General Post Ofr><\

Wellington.
(Telegram.) San Francisco. sth January, 1911.

Tug arranged. Trains from San Francisco Friday at 10.40 a.m. due New York Tuesday 9.30a.m.,
and at 6 p.m. due Wednesday 8 a.m

[Wn.-S.F. 11/11.1
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No. 58.
The Secretary. General Post office. Wellington oo the Gknhrai. Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
Sik. Genera] Poel Office, Wellington, 6th January, 1911.

Mr. Stephenson .Siiiith informs me. in reply u> m\ oable of yesterday, thai lie has ar-
ranged for a tug to meet the " Aorangi " in the quarantine-ground.

As regards trains: That leaving on Fridays at 10.40 a.m. is due in New York on Tuesday
at 9.30 a.m., while that leaving on Friday al •> p.m. is due in New York on Wednesday at 8 a.m.
Apparently there has been some misunderstanding about the mails landed from the "Aorangi "
on her first voyage. I have, ifcc,

D. ROBERTSOK.
R. McK. Esq.. Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited). Dunedin.

IWn.-S.F. 11/12.1

No. 59.
The Resident Agent for New Zealand, San Francisco, n> the Secretary. General Post Office.

Wellington.
(Telegram. ) San Francisco, 6th January, 1911.

" Aorangi " arrived 6th, 8 a.m. Mails connected 10 a.m.
[Wn.-S.F. 11/16.]

No. 60.
The Secretary. General Post Office. Wellington, to the Residbni Agbnt for Xfw Zealand,

San Francisco.
Sir. General Post Office, Wellington, 7th January, 1911.

Referring to your telegram "i the sth instant on the subject "t' trains between San
Francisco and New York. 1 am informed thai Sir James Mills gathered the impression that, in
addition to the trains mentioned by you, there i> a train which carries nothing but mails.
Can you inform me whether the information is oorrect .' 1 have.. Ai-..

D. Robertson, Secretary.
11. Stephenson Smith. Esq., Resident Agent for .\<« Zealand,

244 California Street. San Francisco. Cal.
[Wn.-S.F. 11/13.J

No. 61,
The Resident Agent for N'kw Zealand, San Franoisco, to the Sbobktabt, General lost Office.

Wellington.
Sir,— Resident Agency for New Zealand, San Francisco, lOth-January, 1911.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of cables from you reading as follows
See Nos. 44 and 56], which have received attention.

I could not reply to your cable >>f the 11th until advised l»\ the NY« York office, which was
not until the departure of the " Philadelphia" on Friday, the Kith. I then replied, "Missed
Canard; left to-day ' Philadelphia.'" To your second cable I replied cm the 19th, " Rail
obstruction, Chicago to New Fork." A report 'it' this occurrence lias not yet reached me,
although I have written officially upon the subject : but as the mails left Chicago on time on the
13th there must have been a serious delay on the Lake Shore Railroad.

In reply to your cable of the sth January 1 replied as under [see No. 57J.
In regard to the above cable, I \er\ much regret that the error in my report giving the

date when the " Aorangi 'a " mail was due at Not York should have misled you. My letter of
the 12th December is correct, but changes have been made in the running of the through trains
in the last year, and even the railroad mail-service officials are somewhat at sea, but I certainly
cannot be excused for this oversight. The running of these trains is as follows: The Overland
Limited leaves this city at 10.40 a.m.. is due at Chicago at I p.m. the third day. and reaches
New York on the fourth morning at 9.30 a.m. The Eastern Express leaves at 6.40 p.m.. and
is due at New York on the morning of the fifth daj at 7.55 a.m. hi the oases where we can
catch thd Overland Limited we can only send the letter portion of our mails on the Twentieth
Century Limited (the train that arrives at New York at r>.3o a.m.), as newspapers or books
upon this fast express are refused : but the othei portion of the mail can go forward by the
train leaving Chicago three hours later, and will arrive at New York about eight hours Inter,
which may sometimes result in the newspapers and hooks being left behind at New York

******The mails by ■Aorangi ': this time left Chicago on time, and unless anything unforeseen
occurs, should connect to-morrow with the <; St. Paul " (not a fast boat), that being the only
steamer running this week with a reasonable turn of speed. The Cunard steamers are not
running this week, the winter travel being very light. This time we have about twenty-four
hours to spare, so the connection should be assured. Without the tug service we should never
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have caught the Overland Limited, and the expense was extremely small. I got the tug com
pany to charge only the Spreckels's rate. During the winter we shall probably have to use
tugs or lose the morning connection. When the season advances the earlfer rising of the sun
will permit the quarantine officers to visit the steamers earlier, so that the mails can get to
the wharf at a better hour, but probably for the two nexi vessels we shall have to use the tugs.

Everything is being done that can possibly be thoughi of to expedite the San Francisco
connection, and 1 sincerely hope that 171 the future things "ill go better.

1 have, &c,
11. Stephemwok Smith,

Resident Agent for New Zealand.
The Secretary, General Post Office. Wellington.

[Wn.-S.F. 11/20-22.1
[Acknowledged 4th February, 1911.]

No. 62.
The Resident Agent foe New Zealand, San Francisco, to the Secretary, General Post Office.

Wellington.
Sir,— Resident Agency for New Zealand, San Francisco, 11th January, 1911.

1 am in receipt of your letter of the 12th December [not printed], which came to hand
by the " Aorangi." This vessel was a little late in anchoring, but in time for the quarantine,
so no harm was done. 1 have had a deal of correspondence with the quarantine officials here,
and they have faithfully promised to do everything in their power to avoid delays. It is, how-
ever, rather unfortunate that the time-table of the Japanese liners is so arranged that they get
here on the same day as the New Zealand boats, and as the Japanese vessels are very fast they
can be depended upon to get here first and take the first call of the quarantine officials. The
Health officers only board between sunrise and sunset, so at this season it is after 7 o'clock when
the vessels get the first turn. This, however, is getting earlier every day, and next month w« will
get at least half an hour better time. 1 got your cabled authority to employ a 1 ug, and
it is fortunate that you cabled me, or we would not have made this connection. I was deter-
mined to find out where the delay was, so got up at 6 o'clock and went out in the tug, and
personally saw to the transfer of the mails. Fortunately I took off the foreman of the dock
and a gang of longshoremen, and by smart work on their part just managed, with the able
assistance of Mr. Cooper of the Post office, to catch the Overland Limited, which connected
with the Twentieth Century Limited out of Chicago. That train, however, would only take
the letter portion of the mail. It took about two years constant correspondence, together with
the assistance of the Washington authorities and a personal visit to Chicago, to get even the
concession of carrying the letter mail. . . . The books and newspapers can go on to
New York by the Lake Shore Limited train, which leaves about three hours after the Twentieth
Century, and reaches New York about eight hours later than that train. But I thought it
best, at any rate, to get a concession for the most valuable portion of the mails, so it may
occur at any time that the mails go across the Atlantic on two different steamers; and if it
does occur, you will understand the reason.

I am very sorry that I made that slip about the arrival at New York of the 6.40 p.m. train
from here, as I see that it quite mystified you. When I speak of hours of departure of trains
or arrivals by cable, it will, of course, mean the hours only, and not the minutes. Thus.
" 6 p.m." means " 6.40 p.m." and "10 a.m. " means " 10.40 a.m." Now, there is another
train leaving here for the east, which leaves at 9 p.m. This train overtakes the train leaving
at 6.40 p.m., so we can get about two hours and twenty minutes margin in case vessels get here
on Thursday afternoon, but until the sun sets later—say. a 17 p.m., which it does in summer

the later train is not of much use to us.

******1 think we may have to use the tug again, perhaps once or twice, before the days lengthen.
1 would therefore point out to you that I had better be put in further funds. Another £100
will soon be required.

The English portion of the mails arrivedl here yesterday, so it would look as if the " Aorangi
will get away without delay. The " Maitai's " jnails arrived at Southampton on the 23rd
December (four days behind schedule). The reason these mails did not get to New York on
Wednesday I cannot yet find out. They left Chicago at 8.25 a.m. on Tuesday. 13th. and should
havebeen'in New York at 7.55 a.m.. Wednesday.

******I have, <fee,
H. Strphknsok Smith

The Secretary. General Post Office, Wellington. New Zealand.
[U.S. Inc. 11/9-10.]

____^^_______^__

No. 63.
The Secretart. General Post Office. Wellington, to the Resident Agent for New Zealand.

San Francisco.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 12th January, 1911.

Did " Aorangi's " mails connect Cunard
fWn.-S.F. 11/14.1
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No. 64.
The Resident knzxr koii New Zealand, San Francisco, to the Secretary, General Post Office.

Wellington.
(Telegram.) San Francisco. 12th January, 1911.

Connection made New York
[Wn.-S.F. 11/15.]

______^_________^__

No. 65.
The Hon. t!" ! ustmaster-Generai.. Wellington, to the Hon. the Postmaster-General,

Washington.
Sir,- General Post Office, Wellington, 20th January, 1911.

1 have the honour to confirm my telegram of the sth instant as under [see No. 55].
In my letter of (i> ■ i sth September last I requested your co-operation in order to secure the

best despatch for New Zealand mails each \\u\ across the American continent. And in view of
the recent occurrences resulting in serious delays to mails at San Francisco, although vessels
arrive there in apparently ample time to provide for all contingencies. I am impelled to solicit
your urgent offices in this matter

I have, &c,
J. G. Ward, Postmaster-General

The Hon. the Postmaster-General. Washington, D.C.
rVVn.-S.F. 11/19.1

No. 66.
The Second Assistant Po*tmasteh-Generai., Washington, to the Hon. the Postmaster-General,

Wellington.
Post Office Department, Second Assistant Postmaster-General,

Sir,- Washington, 27th January, 1911.
By direction of the Postmaster-General, I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of

your cablegram of the 22nd ultimo, reading as follows [see No. 50].
A careful investigation of the delay to which you refer shows that the mails arrived at New

York two hours and seven minutes late, and missed connection with the Cunard steamer sailing
that day on this account. The delay in the arrival of the train from Chicago was partly due to
the handling of heavy mails on the route, but the greater part of it resulted from other causes
incidental to railway service.

The matter has been taken up with the railway companies, and special attention will be given
to securing the connection of your mails with steamers leaving New York, and I do not believe
the exceptional delay which occurred in the case you have brought to my attention will recur.

I have, &c,
Joseph Stewart,

Second Assistant Postmaster-General.
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington, New Zealand.

iWn.-S.F. 11/49.1

No. 67.
The Risjht Hon the Prime Minister to the High Commissioner.

Sir, — Prime Minister's Office. Wellington, Ist February, 1911.
I have the honour to ask that you will kindly obtain from the Imperial Post Office the

dates of departure from London of mails from tho United Kingdom to New Zealand via San
Francisco. The dates recorded in the General Post OffiVe here are only approximate.

I have, Ac,
J. G. Ward, Prime Minister.

The Hon. Sir Wni. Hall-Jones. K.C.M.G.. High Commissioner for New Zealand. London
iWn.-S.F. 11/59.]

No. 68.
[News extract, 2nd March, 1911.]

San Francisco Mail.
A private cablegram received from Sydney reports that an intercepted wireless telegraphic mes-
sage from the " Aorangi " to the "Maitai " in mid-ocean stated that the " Aorangi " had met
with a mishap to her engines, and that the breakdown would make her five days late in arriving
at San Francisco. She was originally due at San Francisco to-morrow, but owing to the mishap
she cannot reach that port until next Wednesday. The " Aorangi " reported that she was not in
need of assistance. She managed to communicate the news to tha " Maitai," which will arrive at
Wellington at midday to-day from San Francisco. The " Aorangi " was docked at Auckland prior
to her departure from that port on 11th February.

[P.O. 11/430.1
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No. 69.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company. Dunedin, to the Secretary, General Post

Office. Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 2nd March, 1911.

San Francisco repoits " Aorangi," 28th February, 1,810 miles distant. Has been repaired. Will
arrive sth [later corrected to Bth. see No. 71] March.

[Wn.-S.F. 11/50.1

No. 70.
Extract from Report on Voyage by the Commandek, R.M.S. " Maitai." to the Secretary, General

Post Office, Wellington.
Sib, R.M.S. "Maitai," Wellington, 2nd March, 1911.

* � * * * *
At the request of the Mail Agent for New Zealand at San Francisco. 1 advertised the ship

for 2 p.m. t>ll sailing-day, and both trips the European mail lias arrived in good time and been
on board the night before sailing, yet both times I have been kept an hour waiting for local
American mail. As every hour means something, I do not see why we should have to wait for
mail that we are not subsidized to carry.

* * * » * *I have, (fee,
The Secretai \. General Post Office. Wellington. W. Stevens, Commander.

Wn.-S.F. 11/530

No. 71.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, i" the Secretary, General Post

Office, Wellington
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 3rd March, 1911.

Referring mine vesterdaj : Find Spreckels wire mutilated. Should read ''will arrive there
eighth March."

[P.O. 11/430-1

No. 72.
The Genbhal Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Sbcrbtart, General Poel

Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 3rd March, 1911.

Referring to m\ telegram to-day n "Aorangi": We shall arrange steamer take sailing .'>th
April from Wellington. Will advise later name of ship.

[Acknowledged 4th March.]

No. 73.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin. to the Secretart, General Pos(

Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 6th March, 1911.

Captain Evans advises " Aorangi's " repairs will lake minimum ten days. Therefore decided
let "Manuka" take "Aorangi" sailing from Wellington sth April. May later on arrange
•'Aorangi" take " Maitai's " sailing 3rd May. latter remaining New Zealand tour weeks. Will
advise definitely later on.

[Acknowledged 9th March.]
[Wn.-S.B-. 11/57.1

No. 74.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Second Assistant Postmaster-General,

Washington.
Sll. General Post Office, Wellington, .x th March, 1911.

1 have the honour, by direction of the Postmaster General, to acknowledge the receipt
of your letter of the 27th January last, and to thank you for the action taken with a view to
securing unbroken transit of New Zealand mails from San Francisco to New York. The Posl
master-General feels assured that the action taken by you will have the desired effect.

I have, tVc,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The Second Assistant Postmaster-General, Washington, D.C.
[Wn.-S.F. 11/62.]
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No. 75.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Postmaster, San Francisco.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 9th March, 1911.
I have the honour to inform you that ths commander of the R.M.S. " Maitai " reports

that the departure of his steamer from San Francisco for New Zealand has been delayed on two
occasions for an hour in order that the mails from your office might b<? shipped. I should be
obliged if you would look into ths matter with a view to preventing the necessity for this delay
in future. It is much to be desired that, having shipped the English mails, for the carriage of
which a substantial subsidy is paid under this Department's contract with the Union Steam Ship
Company, the vessel should not be detained to await the shipping of other mails; and any arrange-
ments you can make for securing this prompt despatch will be highly appreciated.

I have, &c,
The Postmaster, San Francisco, Cal. D. Robertson, Secretary.

[Wn.-S.K 11/55.]

No. 76.
The Resident Agent for New Zealand, San Francisco, to the Secretary, General Post Office,

Wellington.
(Telegram.) San Francisco, 9th March, 1911.

Mail-steamed arrived at San Francisco from New Zealand on Bth instant. Mail-steamer broke
down, and her mails transferred to " Mariposa " 10th instant, connecting " Talune." Repairs
will take about eight days.

[S.F. Adviojs.] ____________________
No. 77.

The Second Assistant Postmaster-General, Washington, to the Hon. the Postmaster-General,
Wellington.

Sir,— Post Office Department, Washington, 13th March, 1911.
By direction of the Postmaster-General, I have the honour to acknowledge your letter

of the 20th January, 1911, confirming your telegram of sth January, as follows [No. 55].
It is regretted that there is no record of the above-mentioned telegram having been received

at this Department. I will at once, however, take any measures practicable to comply with your
request, and shall advise you of the result. I have, &c,

Joseph Stewart,
Second Assistant Postmaster-General.

The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington, New Zealand.
[Wn.-S.F. 11/71-]

No. 78.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the General Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 15th March, 1911.

In continuation of my letter of the 4th January last respecting the transit across
America of mails for the United Kingdom despatched from New Zealand via San Francisco,
I have the honour to inform you that the Post Office of the United States has taken up with
the railway companies the matter of the hitch in the conveyance of the " Maitai's " mails
between Chicago and New York, and that special attention will be given to securing the con-
nection of New Zealand mails with steamers leaving New York. As a result of the action taken
it is not expected that a similar case of delay will occur in future.

I have, A-c,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The General Manager. Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Wn.-S.F. 11/63.]

___________________
No. 79. 'The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Commander, R.M.S "Maitai,"

Wellington.
Sib,— General Post Office, Wellington, 16Hi March, 1911.

I have the honour to refer to that portion of your report of the 2nd instant, in which
you represented that the departure of your steamer from San Frarcisco for New Zealand had
been delayed on two occasions for an hour in order thai the mails from the San Francisco office
might be shipped, and to inform you that the Postmaster, San Francisco, has been requested
to look into the matter with a view to preventing the necessity for such delay in future.

I have, iVc,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The Commander, R.M.S. "Maitai." Wellington.
fWn.-S.F. 11/55.1

4—F. 6.
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No. 80.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secretary, General Post

Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 17th March, 1911.

We are arranging send " Aorungi " third May in place " Maitai." Latter to resume thirty-first
May, and maintain that sequence after.

[Acknowledged 20th March.]
[W.1.-S.F. 11/67.]

'

No. 81.
The Second Assistant Postmaster-General, Washington, to the Hon. the Postmaster-General,

Wellington.
Sir,— Post Office Department, Washington, 25th March, 1911.

In further reference to your letter of tha 20th January, 1911, I have the honour, by
direction of the Postmaster-General, to inform you that I at once communicated with the Treasury
Department and the Department of Commerce and Labour, and am pleased to inform you that
instructions have been issued to Customs, quarantine, and immigration officers at San Francisco
to allow the New Zealand mails to be landed after sunset in cases where vessels arrive too late to
permit landing before that time.

I have issued such instructions on this side accordingly as should insure every attention being
paid to the prompt forwarding of your mails, and hope that hereafter they may be despatched
in every case by the earliest connections practicable.

I have, <tc.,_
Joseph Stewart,

Second Assistant Postmaster-General.
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington, New Zealand.

[Acknowledged on Ist May.]
[Wn.-S.P. 11/74.]

No. 82.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Chief Postmaster, Auckland.
(Memorandum.) General Post Office, Wellington, 28th March, 1911.

In connection with the delayed mails from London, due in Auckland per s.s. " Talune " on the
6th proximo, it has been decided to despatch a special train from Auckland to bring the mails
south, provided this arrangement will result in the mails reaching Wellington by 6 o'clock on
the morning of Friday, the 7th April. This action is taken with the object of enabling local
correspondents to send their replies by the San Francisco or the Suez mail leaving here the
same day. If the desired connection can be guaranteed, kindly make the necessary arrange-
ments with the District Traffic Manager at Auckland. Please reply by telegram, so that due
notice of the proposed arrangement may be given to local correspondents.

The Chief Postmaster, Auckland. D. Robertson, Secretary.
[P.O. 11/470(1).] _____________»_______

No. 83.
The Acting Chief Postmaster, Auckland, to the Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Auckland, 30th March, 1911.
Re mails to arrive per " Talune " 6th prox. : Usually this boat arrives some time on the day prior
to schedule time. On this occasion the Union Steam Ship Company advise me that she will in
all probability be from six to twelve hours later than usual. This means she may be looked
for any time between i> a.m. and 9 a.m. on the 6th prox. If the special train leaves here at
11 a.m. the mail can be at Wellington between 4 and 6 a.m. on the 7th. Provided the boat
arrives in time to enable the special to be despatched at 11 a.m., or shortly afterwards, the
mail will go forward, if not, the arrangements for a special train will be cancelled.

No. 84.
The General Managkr, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secretary, General Post

Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),

Sin,— Dunedin 30th March, 1911.
Referring to your favour of 10th instant [not printed], advising that the mails in-

tended for the " Aorangi " on Pth instant from San Francisco were being despatched by the
" Mariposa " to connect with "Talure," I am pleased to say we heard of it in timt to instruct
the master of the "Talune" before she left Auckland to make the best arrangement for stowing
up the seven hundred or eight hundred packages, and to have them all ready for prompt delivery
at Auckland on arrival. The ''Talune" is due at Auckland on 6th instant in the ordinary



P.—627

course, but it is just possible that she may not be able to reach there until Friday. We have,
however, instructed our manager to do everything possible to get the southern mails away by
the Thursday night express should the steamer arrive on Thursday afternoon or evening, with
& riew to letting the Australian mails connect with the Friday steamer from Wellington.

I have, &c,
R. McK. McLennan,

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. For General Manager.

No. 85.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secretart, General Post

Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),

Sir,— Dunedin, 30th March, 1911.
It gave us much pleasure to learn by your favour of loth instant that the Postal Depart-

ment of the United States of America have taken special interest in the matter of transit of
the New Zealand mails after landing at San Francisco, so we may hope there will be no repeated
disappointment in the overland arrangements.

I have, &c,
R. McK. McLennan,

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. For General Manager.
[Wn.-S.F. 11/70.]

__^_^__^_^_^___

No. 86.
The Sborbt&bt, Genera] Post Office, Wellington, to the General Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
Sir,- General Post Office, Wellington, sth April, 1911.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo respecting
the arrival to-morrow in Auckland of delayed mails from liondon per s.s. " Talune." As notified
in my telegram to you of yesterday, arrangements have been made to convey the mails from Auck-
land to Wellington by special train provided the mails can reach Wellington by 6 a.m. on the
7th instant. If the special train leaves Auckland by 11 a.m. to-morrow the mails should reach
Wellington between i and 6 a.m. the following day.

I have, &c,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

No. 87.
The Acting Chief Postmaster, Auckland, to the Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Auckland. 6th April, 1911.
Speci w, train with mails kx ''Talune " left 11.5 a.m.

[The mails reached Wellington at 5.45 a.m., 7th April.]
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WELLINGTON - RAROTOXGA - TAHITI SERVICE.
No. 88.

The Second Assistant Postmaster-General, Washington, to the Hon. the Postmaster-General,
Wellington.

Post Office Department, Second Assistant Postmaster-General,
Sir,— Washington, 20th April, 1910.

By direction of the Postmaster-General, I hava the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
your cablegram of the 15th instant [No. 45, F.-6, 1910] stating that the Wellington-Tahiti ser-
vice had been extended until further notice, and to inform you that he is gratified to know that
the service in question is to be continued. I have, &c,

Joseph Stewart,
Second Assistant Postmaster-General.

The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington, New Zealand.
[P.O. 10/568(2).]

_____^_____^____

No. 89.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the General Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 25th May, 1910.

Referring to my letter of this 10th March last [No. 35, F.-6, 1910], on the subject of
payments for the conveyance of United States mails from Papeeta to Australia and New Zealand,
I have the honour to forward for your information copy of a letter received from the Second
Assistant Postmaster-General, Washington, D.C. [No. 47, F.-6, 1910]. I should be glad to know
whether you desire this Department to take any further action in the matter. I am somewhat
doubtful whether anything can be doiir* before tha meeting of the Madrid Postal Congress in 1911
or 1912. No doubt the Postmaster-General would consider a request from you to propose to the
Congress that any transit rates decided upon should be obligatory on Administrations, whethsr
the rates were payable direct to steamship companies or to another Administration. From the
view taken by the Washington Office there would seem to be some doubt about the matter, although,
as I have previously informed you, this Administration has always, in the absence of a direct
contract, paid full Postal Union rates without demur for all long sea transits.

I have, &c,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[P.O. 10/598(3).]

_^^^__^__^_^^^_

[Read here Nos. 1 and 2, F.-6a, 1910.]

No. 90.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secretary, General Post

Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),

Sir,— Dunedin, 6th June, 1910.
Kindly accspt our thanks for your favour of 25th ultimo, and the enclosure therewith,

regarding payments for the conveyance of United States mails from Papeete to New Zealand and
Australia. We expect to have the honour of addressing you again on the subject of transit rates
later on. I have, &c,

R. McK. McLennan,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. For General Manager.

[P.O. 10/598(3).]

No. 01.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secretary, General Post

Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),

Sir,— Dunsdin, 27th June, 1910.
Referring to Mr. Holdsworih's interview with you last week, we are advertising the

" Mokoia " for another trip, leaving Wellington 12th August, Rarotonga 18th August; arriving
Papeete 21st August, departing 22nd August; leaving Rarotonga 25th August, arriving Wel-
lington 2nd September. She will thus make connection with the " Mariposa," time-tabled to
leave Papeete on 22nd August, due at San Francisco 3rd September.

I have, &c,
R. McK. McLennan,

For General Manager.
D. Robertson, Esq., Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

(P.O. 10/598(2).!
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No. 92
The Resident Agent for New Zealand, San Francisco, to the Secretary, General Post Office,

Wellington.
Sin,— Resident Agency for New Zealand, San Francisco, 28th June, 1910.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 26th May
[not printed], covering a letter from the General Post Office, London, of the 13th April, both in
reference to the despatch of the through mails to the Dominion and their arrival at this port.

In further reference to the matter, I would report that the mails from Europe to connect
with the " Mariposa " from this port on the 29th instant arrived here on the 21st, having been
conveyed across ths Atlantic by the steamer " Mauretania," and also that the mails from England
by the steamers " Carmania " and " Adriatic " arrived here on the 26th and the 27th instant
respectively, so that all these vessels would have connected with the " Mariposa " this time.

Whether it would be wise to calculate as a general rule that the steamer following the fast
Cunard vessels would always make the connection may be problematical, especially if not des-
patched from London during the middle of summer, as these were; but it would look as if the
accumulation of correspondence posted after the despatch of the appointed Cunard steamer would
(between the months of May and October) stand a good chance to make the connection at thi.s
port. Of course, the delay at this end upon this occasion is rather longer than usual, being eight
days.

However, I trust the above information may be of service in guiding your judgment as to
whether a later despatch from London for additional mails might not be considered advisable.

I have, &c,
H. Stephenson Smith,

Ihe Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. Resident Agent.
rU.S. Ino. 10/29.]

_______________________
No. 93.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the General Manager, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 4th July, 1910.
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 27th ultimo, notifying

that you are advertising the despatch of the :" Mokoia " from Wellington on the 12th proximo,
connecting with the " Mariposa " leaving Papeete on the 22nd idem, and to inform you that the
Postmaster-General has approved the extension for the one voyage beginning on the date named.

I have, &c,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
IP.O. 10/598(2).]

_______________________
No. 94.

The Secretary, General Post Office. Wellington, to the Resident Agent for New Zealand, San
Francisco.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 4th August, 1910.
1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 28th June last, on

the subject of the despatch of mails from London for connection with the "Mariposa " at San
Francisco.

As the present contract with the Union Company expires this month, and as it is possible
that any new arrangement may be on a somewhat different footing, it seems useless writing to
London again. If we succeed in arranging a four-weekly service, it should be possible to time
the departure of the steamer from San Francisco so that the mails from London may connect
without delay. I have, &c,

D. Robertson, Secretary.
H. Stephenson Smith, Esq., Resident Agent for New Zealand,- 244 California Street, San Francisco, Cal.

[U.S. Ino. 10/31.] ______»____»_»»_____-____.

No. 95.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secretary, General Post

Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 12th August, 1910.

Re Papeete service: As question extension San Francisco not finally dealt with, and if fixed do
not propose start until 21st October, think inadvisable have break, and am arranging announce
" Mokoia " for 16th September transhipping Papeete. Trusting to present subsidy being con-
tinued for extra voyage.

(P.O. 10/598(2).] _»_____»»___________»____.

No. 96.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the General Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
(Telegram.) Wellington, loth August, 1910.

Wellington-Tahiti service: Minister has agreed to one more voyage at present subsidy pending
settlement <">f question.
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No. 97.

The Right Hon. the Prime Minister to the High Commissioner.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 17th August, 1910.

Wellington-Tahiti renewed one voyage beginning 10th September present subsidy.
[Telegram in similar terms on previous day from the Secretary, General Post Office, to the

Resident Agent at San Francisco.]

No. 98.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington to the Secretary, Department of Agriculture.

Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.
(Memorandum.) General Post Office, Wellington, 9th September, 1910.

In reply to the oral request made at this office, I beg to inform you that the Wellington-Papeete
subsidized service, connecting at Papeete with Spreckels's service to San Francisco, was for one
year from the 3rd January, 1909. On its expiry it was renewed on the same terms until May,
1910; and on the expiry of the renewed period arrangements were made for the service to be
further extended until the meeting of Parliament. Thereafter the service was extended from
voyage to voyage until this month. It will be replaced by the through subsidized service to be
performed by the Union Steam Ship Company, commencing with the departure from Auckland
on the 22nd October.

Since the expiry of the original agreement in January, 1910, the steamers have made the
following trips: Left Wellington 4th January, Bth February, 16th March, 21st April, 27th May,
Bth July, 12th August. The steamer making the final trip is due to leave Wellington on the 16th
instant, and to arrive back in Wellington on the 7th proximo. D. Robertson.

The Secretary, Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.
[P.O. 10/598(2).!

INCIDENTS OF PACIFIC TRANSIT, ETC.
(BY OCEANIC COMPANY.)

No. 99.
The J. D. Spreckels and Brothers Company, San Francisco, to the Secretary, General Post

Office, Wellington.
Sir, — Oceanic Steamship Company, San Francisco, Cal., 19th May, 1910.

If not troubling you too much, we shall esteem it a favour if you will kindly refer to
your letter of the 17th December, 1907 [No. 7, F.-6, 190SJ, addressed to Mr. J. C. Spedding,
Auckland. This letter concerned settlements of certain moneys d'ne to Hie Oceanic Steamship
Company for the conveyance of San Francisco and other mails, &c., up to the time of the cessa-
tion of the service. Our records show that everything was finally cleared up with the excep-
tion, perhaps, of the Australian and New Zealand transit account for 1907, which is referred
to under article 5 of your letter, reading as follows: ''The parcel-post accounts for 1907 and
the Australian - New Zealand transit account for the same year will be made out early in 1908,
when the necessary data are available." The parcel-post accounts, amounting to £10 11s.,
wera duly received, but we are somewhat in doubt as to the Australian - New Zealand transit
account, which we take it represents the amount due for tin: conveyance from Sydney to Auck-
land of mails from the United Kingdom and foreign countries. We shall esteem it a favour if
you will kindly enlighten us on this subject at your earliest convenience.

Thanking you in anticipation of an early reply, we remain,
We have, Ac.,

J. J*. Spreckels anit Co.,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. > General Agents.

[S.F. Payment* 10/7.1 «^.

No. 100.
The Secretary, General Post Office. Wellington to the J. 0. Spreckels and Brothers Company.

San Francisco.
Gentlemen,-— General Post Office, Wellington, 30th June, 1910.

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 19th ultimo, in reference to
payment by this Department to the Oceanic Steamship Company for mail-conveyance, and to
say that no mails from the United Kingdom and foreign countries were conveyed from Australia
to New Zealand by the steamers of the company during 1907. I regret that this information
was not given you in continuation of my letter to Mr. Spedding of the 17th December, 1907.

T have, &c,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

Messrs. the J. D. Spreckels and Brothers Company, Oceanic Steamship Company.
90 Clay Street, San Francisco, Cal.

iS.F. Payments 10/9.1
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No. 101.
The Chief of the Post and Tbi.burahh Service, Noumea, to the Secretary, General Post Office,

Wellington.
Sir,— Noumea, 3rd August, 1910.

By a letter dated 16th September, 1908, and by a further reminder dated 2nd July
last, the firm of Burns, Philp, and Co., of Sydney, acting as agents for the Oceanic Steamship
Company, of San Francisco, claims from us the amount of transit charges due for the convey-
ance of postal mails from New Caledonia for the United States of America, and advises us that,
from the .31st December, 1900, the New Zealand Government has ceased to pay to the company
in question the transit charges due for the above-mentioned mails, and that a settlement should
be made by the Government of New Caledonia for such carriage included between the Ist January,
1901, and the cessation of the service of the Oceanic Company, which took place in May, 1907.

I have the honour to-ask you to be so good as to inform me whether the company's claim
is well founded. If so, I should be glad if you would give me. if possible, such information as
would enable me to compute the sums earned under this head by the Oceanic Steamship Company.

I have, &c,
Chief or thb Post and Telegraph Service.

The Secretary, General P>>st Office, Wellington.
[S.F. Payments 10/11.1

No. 102.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Chief of thb Post and Telegraph

Service, Noumea.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 6th September, 1910.

1 have the honour to refer to your letter of the 3rd ultimo, on the subject of the claim
of the agents of the Oceanic Steamship Company, of San Francisco, for payment for the con-
veyance from Australia to San Francisco of New Caledonia mails for the United States of
America from the Ist January, 1901, to May, 1907, when the service ceased.

In reply, I beg to inform you that the company is entitled' to the payment claimed. Your
office settled annual accounts with this Department on the basis fixed by the International
Bureau of the Universal Postal Union to the 31st December, 1900; and direct payment by
you to the steamship company for the service in question is due, therefore, from the Ist January,
1901. As the mails were placed on board the .steamers at Sydney and not handled in New
Zealand, this Department has not a record of their contents or weights.

I have, &c,,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The Chief of the Post and Telegraph Service, Noumea.
[S.F. Payments 10/14.]

No. 103.
Messrs. Henderson and Macfari-ane. Auckland, to the Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington
S IR) Auckland, 27th September, 1910.

When the Oceanic Steamship Company ceased running some years ago there was a small
amount of mail-money due the company for mails between New Zealand and New Caledonia.
Our Sydney friends, Messrs. Burns, Philp, and Co. (Limited), Oceanic representatives in Sydney,
have applied to the New Caledonian Government on the subject, and the Director of Posts
informs them that he has written to the New Zealand Government to ascertain amount due.
Messrs. Burns, Philp, and Co. (Limited) have written to us asking us to take the matter up
with your Government, and we shall be pleased to have any information that you can give us
on the subject. We have, &c,

Henderson ane Macfarlane.
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington.

[SJP. Payments 10/15.)

No. 104.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to Messrs. Henderson and Macfarlane, Auckland.
Gentlemen,— General Post Office, Wellington, 7th October, 1910.

I have the honour, by direction, to refer to your letter of the 27th ultimo. There is
no mail-money due the Oceanic Steamship Company for mails between New Zealand and New
Caledonia. Respecting payment still due for the conveyance by steamers of the company from
Australia to San Francisco of New Caledonian mails for the United States of .America, I am to
inform you that a communication on the subject was recently received by this Department from
the Chief of the Post and Telegraph Service, Noumea. A reply was sent to the effect that this
Administration was not in a position to give the contents or the weights of such mails, as they
wore placed on board the mail-steamers at Sydney, and were not therefore handled in New
Zealand. T have» &c >

Messrs. Henderson and Maofartane, Auckland. D. Robertson, Secretary.
[S.F. Payments 10/16.]
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VANCOUVER SEEVICE.

AUCKLAND - SUVA - HONOLULU -VANCOUVER CONTRACT.

No. 105.
The Right Hon. the Prime Minister, Ottawa, to the Right Hon. the Prime Minister, Wellington.

Prime Minister's Office, Canada,
Dear Sir Joseph Ward,— Ottawa, 6th June, 1910.

I write to confirm my telegram of this date, which is in the following words: " Call for
tenders already issued a few days ago, including alternative proposition of call at New Zealand.
Copies are being sent by to-day's mail. Time for presentation of tenders expires November Ist.
Subject referred to in your telegram might be held in abeyance until tenders have been received."

I also enclose copies of the tenders therein referred to.
Believe me, &c,

Wilfrid Laurier.
The Right Hon. Sir J. G. Ward, P.C., K.C.M.G.,

Prime Minister of the Dominion of New Zealand, Wellington, New Zealand.
[Vane. Misc. 10/136.] _____

Enclosure in No. 105.
Tenders for Mail-service between Canada, Australia, and New Zealand.

Tenders for an ocean-mail steamship service between Canada, Australia, and New Zealand,
or Canada and Australia, are invited, and will be received at the Office of the Minister of Trade
and Commerce of Canada, Ottawa, Canada, until noon of the Ist day of November, 1910.

Tenders are to be sent in sealed envelopes, addressed to the Minister of Trade and Commerce,
and to be marked " Tenders for Mail-service between Canada, Australia, and New Zealand " ; and
where submitted through the post should be registered.

The service is to consist of a sailing every four weeks from Vancouver, in the Province of
British Columbia, and tenders will be received for proposals for the service on the following
alternative routes:-—Route (a).—Sailing from Vancouver, calling at Victoria, Honolulu, Suva, and Brisbane

to Sydney, and return to Vancouver, calling at the aforesaid ports.
Route (b).—Sailing from Vancouver, calling at Victoria, Honolulu, Suva, Auckland, and

Sydney to Melbourne, and return to Vancouver, calling at the aforesaid ports.
Route ('•).—Sailing from Vancouver, calling at Victoria, Honolulu, Suva, Auckland, and

Sydney to Brisbane, and return to Vancouver, calling at the aforesaid ports.
Route (d). —Sailing from and returning to Vancouver, and calling each way at such of

the ports hereinbefore stated as may be specified by those submitting proposals.
1. The service to be tendered for so that mails shall leave Vancouver four weeks after the

appointed time for the departure of th.s last steamers under the existing extended contract with
the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand, which expires on the 31st July, 1911.

2. Alternative tenders to be sent in for terms of three or five years as from the Ist August,
1911.

3. Tenders must state the registered tonnage and passenger-accommodation of the steamships
to be employed, and the average speed of such steamers, also the annual subsidy required if the
contract is for three or five j-ears. Preference will be given, other conditions being equal, to
tenderers providing the most satisfactory conditions in_ these respects, and also as to refrigerator
and insulated space. The vessels to be employed are to class Al, and to run under the British
flag.

4. The contractor is to land and embark mails at all ports of call at his own cost and expense.
5. The tenders shall be subject to general conditions, which may be obtained on application,

and to all other conditions incidental to such contracts, unless they are inconsistent with the
special conditions of this contract. A copy of all the conditions of the contract may be obtained
upon application to the office of the Minister of Trade and Commerce at Ottawa, Canada; the
Postmaster-General, Melbourne, .Australia; or at the respective offices of the Dominion of Canada
and the Commonwealth of Australia in London.

6. The Minister does not bind himself to accept the lowest or any tender, nor to accept the
tender providing for the highest speed.

F. C. T. O'Haha,
Deputy Minister of Tradp and Commerce.

Department of Trade and Commerce. Ottawa, 9th May, 1910.
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No. 106.
The Secretary, Wellington Provincial Industrial Association, Wellington, to the Right Hon. the

Prime Minister.
Sir,— Wellington Provincial Industrial Association, Wellington, loth June, 1910.

I have the honour to inform you that at the monthly meeting of the above-named associa-
tion, held last evening, I was directed to forward you a copy of a resolution passed, viz.—
Vancouver mail-service : " That in the opinion of members of the Wellington Provincial Indus-
trial Association, if the Government intends subsidizing the Vancouver mail-service it would be
in the interests of the Dominion that Wellington be made the port of call."

I have, &c,
H. F. Allen, Secretary.

The Right Hon. Sir J. G. Ward, K.C.M.G., P.C., Prime Minister, Wellington.
[Vano. Misc. 10/117.]

No. 107.
The Secretary, New Zealand Shopkeepers' Association, Wellington, to the Right Hon. the Prime

Minister.
Sid, — The New Zealand Shopkeepers' Association, Wellington, 15th June, 1910.

I have the honour to inform you that at a meeting of the above-named association a
resolution was passed, which I was instructed to forward to you, viz. : " That if the Government
intends to subsidize the Vancouver mail-service, members consider that it would be in the best
interests of theDominion as a whole that Wellington be made the port of call."

I have, &c,
H. F. Allen, Secretary.

The Right Hon. Sir J. G. Ward, K.C.M.G., P.C., Prime Minister, Wellington.
[Vane. Misc. 10/119.1

No. 108.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Secretary, New Zealand Shopkeepers'

Association, Wellington.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 29th June, 1910.

I have the honour, by direction of the Hon. the Postmaster-General, to acknowledge the
receipt of your letter of the 15th instant addressed to the Right Hon. the Prime Minister for-
warding a resolution of your association in the matter of the Vancouver mail-service, and, in
reply thereto, to say that in any further negotiations the opinion of your association that Wel-
lington should be the port of call will be borne in mind.

I have, &c,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The Secretary, New Zealand Shopkeepers' Association, Post-office Box 479, Wellington.

[Letter in similar terms to the Secretary, Wellington Provincial Industrial Association, Wel-
lington : 29th June, 1910.]

[Vane. Misc. 10/122.]
_______________

No. 109.
The Secretary, Auckland Agricultural and Pastoral Association, Auckland, to the Right Hon.

the Prime Minister.
Sir,— High Street, Auckland, 22nd July, 1910.

At a meeting of the executive of the above association held yesterday I was requested
to communicate with you expressing the hope that, as the establishment of direct steamship com-
munication between New Zealand and Vancouver would probably lead to a very profitable trade
for New Zealand products, especially frozen meat, butter, and cheese, every effort be madte to
start a mail-service calling at New Zealand at an early date.

I have, &c,
Edwin Hall, Secretary.

The Right Hon. Sir J. G. Ward, Prime Minister, Wellington.
[Vane. Miso. 10/176.]

No. 110.
The Farmers' Freezing Company, Auckland, to the Hon. the Postmaster-Ok.xeral, Wellington.

(Telegram.'} Auckland, 22nd July, 1910.
In view of a possible profitable trade in New Zealand and Canada products, and the facilities
that will be given for other commerce if a Vancouver mail-service is established, we trust you
will use every endeavour to get a service, making Auckland a port of call.

[Vane. Misc. 10/141.]
_______________

No. 111.
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington, to the Farmers' Freezing Company, Auckland.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 23rd July, 1910.
In reply to your telegram : I have read your strong representations relative to desirability of
New Zealand entering into Vancouver mail-service with Auckland as port of call, and have noted
the same.

5—F. 6.



F.—6 34

No. 112.
The President, Farmers' Union, Te Kuiti, to the Right Hon. the Prime Minister.

Sir,— Te Kuiti, 26th July, 1910.
I have the honour, on behalf of and as representing the Farmers' Union of Auckland

Province, to addless you on the matter of direct communication between Auckland and Van-
couver. In doing so 1 desire briefly and emphatically to state that the farmers of the Auckland
Provincial District are deeply impressed with the immense immediate advantage which would
be derived by direct frequent communication between New Zealand and Canada, as providing
a very profitable market for frozen meat and dairy-produce for this country, and providing an
outlet here for many manufactures established in Canada : and we deem this trade-opening of
such importance that we earnestly pray you will not allow any difficulty or reasonable expense
by way of subsidy to deter you from establishing direct communication between Auckland and
Vancouver at an early date; and we trust you will give this matter your earliest attention and
favourable consideration. I have, &c,

D. H. Lusk,
President of Farmers' Union, Auckland Province.

The Right Hon. Sir Joseph Wardl, Prime Minister, Wellington.
[Vane. Misc. 10/148.]

No. 113.
The Right Hon. the Prime Minister to the President, Farmers' Union, Te Kuiti.

Sir,— Prime Minister's Office, Wellington, 6th August, 1910.
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th July, in which,

on behalf of your union, you urge that every effort be made to establish direct ocean mail-service
communication between Auckland and Vancouver at an early date. In reply, I have to say that
the representations contained in the communication have been noted by me. As you may have
gathered from a statement recently delivered by me in the House of Representatives, the subject
in question has been receiving the earnest consideration of Government.

I have, &c,
J. G. Ward.

D. H. Lusk/Esq., President of Farmers' Union, Auckland Province, Te Kuiti.
[Vane. Misc. 10/149.]

No. 114.
The Right Hon. the Prime Minister to the Secretary, Auckland Agricultural and Pastoral

Association, Auckland.
Sir, — Prime Minister's Office, Wellington, 6th August, 1910.

I am in receipt of your letter c>l, the 22nd July, in which, on the request of the execu-
tive of your association, you express the hope that direct mail-service communication between
New Zealand and Vancouver should be established at an early date. In reply, I have to inform
you that the representations you have made on the subject are noted ; and, as you will have
gathered from a statement recently made by me in the House of Representatives, the subject in
question has been receiving the consideration of Government. I have, &c,

J. G. Ward.
Edwin Hall, Esq., Secretary, Auckland Agricultural and Pastoral Association, Auckland.

[Vane. Misc. 10/176.]
«^_^_^__^^^^^^^_

No. 115.
The Hon. the Prime Minister, Melbourne, to the Right Hon. the Prime Minister, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Melbourne, 15th August, 1910.
Referring Vancouver mail-service, Commonwealth unable support extension whilst New Zealand
products specially favoured Canadian tariff.

[Vane. Misc. 10/180.] ' No. 116.'
The Secretary, Canterbury Chamber of Commerce, Christchurch, to the Right Hon. the Prime

Minister.
gIR) Canterbury Chamber of Commerce, Christchurch, 2nd September, 1910.

At the annual meeting of members of this Chamber, held on Monday last, the following
resolution was carried, which I have the honour to convey to you, and to ask that the latter part
of it receive the earnest consideration of the Government: " That this Chamber congratulates
the Government on having arranged a reorganization of the service to San Francisco through
the Islands, and would also urge the desirability of arranging, where possible, a service via
Vancouver." I have, &c,

H. Antij.i, Adley, Secretary.
The Right Hon. the Prime Minister, Wellington.

[Vane. Misc. 10/181.)
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No. 117.
The Right Hon. the Prime Minister, Wellington, to the Hon. the Prime Minister, Melbourne.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 14th September, 1910.
In reference your cable 15th ultimo, regret you are unable to support extension Vancouver mail-
service New Zealand because of preferential treaty between Canada and New Zealand. Can you
not get over the difficulty by entering into similar preferential treaty with Canada? I do not
think, as far as New Zealand is concerned, that we can allow the question of mail-service to be
governed by trade tariff arrangements, as, though anxious to join in the steamer mail-service, I
regard the encouragement and development of trade between British dominions as of such import-
ance as to prevent agreeing to the abolishing of the preferential treaty with Canada.

[Vane. Misc. 10/180(a).]
i

No. 118.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Secretary, Canterbury Chamber of Com-

merce, Christchurch.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 17th September, 1910.

I have the honour, by direction, to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd
instant conveying the following resolution passed at the annual meeting of members of your
Chamber [No. 116].

The Postmaster-General desires me to say that the advantages of a mail-service via Vancouver
will continue to receive his earnest attention.

I have, &c.,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The Secretly, Canterbury Chamber of Commerce, Christchurch.
LVanc. Misc. 10/181.]

__^^_^^^__^^^^^^

No. 119.
[News extract, 6th October, 1910.]

Vancouver Service: Australia's Intentions.
(Telegram ) Melbourne, sth October, 1910.

In the House of Representatives the Postmaster-General (Hon. J. Thomas) stated that the Govern-
ment had decided not make any alteration at present in the Vancouver mail contract. When the
new contract was before the Government consideration would be given to the inclusion of New-
Zealand in the service.

[H. 1., Vol. 4, p. 80.]

No. 120.
The Right Hon. the Prime Minister of Canada to the Right Hon. the Prime Minister,

Wellington.
(Telegram.) Ottawa, 13th January, 1911.

Have informed Sir James Mills that Canada will close contract with him for five years, Honolulu,
Suva, Auckland, for the present contribution by Canada plus Fiji and New Zealand contribution.
Canada will reserve right to require contractor to proceed to Sydney or Melbourne, or both.

[Vane. Misc. 11/6.]

No. 121.
'Ihe Right Hon. the Primb Ministbk, Wellington, to Sir James Mills, on board " Ulimaroa."

(Telegram.) Wellington, 16th January, 1911.
Glad to hear that Canada agrees New Zealand's proposal for inclusion of Auckland in Canadian
mail-service.

[Vane. Misc. 11/5.]

No. 122.
The Right Hon. the Prime Minister, Wellington, to the Right Hon. the Prime Minister of

Canada.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 17th January, 1911.

Many thanks. Sorry Commonwealth of Australia stands out. New Zealand exceedingly pleased
to co-operate with Dominion of Canada.

[Vane. Misc. 11/6.] .^—

No. 123.
The Right Hon. the Prime Minister. Wellington, to the Right Hon. the Prime Minister of

Canada, Ottawa.
gIR Prime Minister's Office, Wellington, 19th January, 1911.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram of the 13th instant,
advising me that you had informed Sir James Mills that Canada would close the contract with
the Union Steam Ship Company for five years between Vancouver, Honolulu, Suva, and Auckland
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for the present contribution of Canada plus the Fiji and New Zealand contributions, Canada
reserving the right to require the contractors to proceed to Sydney or Melbourne, or both.

I would express my thanks for a result so gratifying to my Government. The close connec-
tion with Canada will, I have no doubt, give a great impetus to trade between our countries,
while the establishing of the new service will be a step towards the consummation (if the all-red
mail route.

In replying to your telegram I expressed my regret that the Commonwealth of Australia
should have stood out. This will, it is hoped, be no more than temporary.

I have, Aβ.,
J. G. Ward,

Prime Minister.
The Right Hon. Sir Wilfrid Laurier, P.C., G.C.M.G., Prime Minister of Canada, Ottawa.

[Vano. Misc. 11/29.1

No. 124.
The Secretary, Canterbury Chamber of Commerce Christchurch, to the Right Hon. the Prime

Minister.
Sir,— Canterbury Chamber of Commerce, Christchurch, 20th January, 1911.

I am directed by the Council of this Chamber to express its appreciation of the outcome
of the negotiations to establish a mail-service via Vancouver. The Chamber has hoped for some
time past that this might be an accomplished fact, and now that definite arangements have been
made it desires to place on record the satisfaction felt in commercial circles.

I have, (fee,
H. Antill Adlby, Secretary.

The Right Hon. the Prime Minister, Wellington.
[Acknowledged by the Postmaster-General on the Bth February.]

[Vane. Misc. 11/B.]

No. 125.
The Consul for France, Auckland, to the Hight Hon. the Prime Minister.

Sir,— Auckland, 2Gth January, 1911.
The Vancouver mail-service being one of great importance to New Zealand, forming

further a matter of international interest as a new link between the Continent of America
and Australasia, I request you hereby to kindly let me have the particulars relating thereto,
so that I may be able to transmit same to the Government of the French Republic.

I have, &c,
The Right Hon. Sir Joseph George Ward, P.C., K.C.M.G., P. Marcus.

Prime Minister of New Zealand, Wellington.
[For reply see No. 130.]

[Vane. Misc. 11/22.]

No. 126.
The Managing Director, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Hon. the Postmaster-

General, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),

Sir,— Dunedin, 3rd February, 1911.
lie Vancouver service : Referring to the various cables which have passed between us

in reference to this matter, it affords me pleasure to advise that arrangements have now been
made for the steamers employed in this service to call at Auckland after the expiry of the
present contract on 31st July next.

A contract has been made with the Canadian 'Government for a service between Vancouver
and Auckland, via Honolulu and Suva (and vice versa), for a period of five years, subject to the
Governments of New Zealand and Fiji contributing. The subsidy expected to be contributed
by the New Zealand Government is £20,000 per annum, in terms of your cables, free of light,
harbour, and dock dues, at the port or ports of call at New Zealand.

In the meantime the Government of Australia have not become parties to the contract,
but there is a proviso that the contractors may, at their option, continue through from Auckland
to Sydney, making the latter, as at present, the terminal port of the line; and, further, that
should the Commonwealth become a contributor to the subsidy the contractors will be required
to proceed from Auckland to Sydney or Melbourne, or both, retaining any sum so contributed.
In view of the probability of the Commonwealth joining in the service, it is our intention to
continue to run through to Sydney, making it the terminus of the line.

The final voyages under the present contract are—From Sydney, 31st July; and Vancouver,
Bth September. The first sailings under the new contract will therefore be—From Sydney, 28th
August; from Auckland, Ist September; and from Vancouver, 6th October. It is a condition
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of the contract that the steamers employed are to be able to maintain 15 knots at sea, and the
voyage between Vancouver and Auckland, via Honolulu and Suva, is to be made within nineteen
days. I shall be glad to have your confirmation of this arrangement.

1 may add that draft contract has been prepared by the Canadian Government, and is now
on its way here. It should come to hand about Ist March, and we shall then submit draft
contract for jour approval. I have, &c,

The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington. James Mills.
Vane. Misc. 11/31.]

No. 127.
The American Consul-General, Auckland, to the Right Hon. the Prime Minister.

Sir,— American Consulate-General, Auckland, 14th February, 1911.
1 have the honour to request that I may be furnished, for the information of my

Government, with the terms of the contract, particularly in regard to the subsidies to be paid,
of the new mail-service to be commenced in August next between Canada and New Zealand.

I have, &c,
Wμ. A. Prickitt,

The Right Hon. Sir J. G. Ward, P.C., K.C.M.G., American Corisul-General.
Prime Minister of New Zealand, Wellington.

[For reply see No. 130.]
[Vane. Misc. 11/32.J

No. 128.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Managing Director, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 22nd February, 1911.

I have the honour, by direction, to acknowledge the receipt of Sir James Mills's letter
of the 3rd instant, on the subject of the Vancouver service, and to inform you that Government
now desires to formally agree to the conditions stated; by your company, with the amendments
which are included in the conditions below :—

1. The contract to be for five years.
2. Subsidy to be contributed by the New Zealand Government, £20,000 per annum,

with exemption from harbour and dock dues. (In your letter you mention free
light dues, but Governmenthas no power to grant such exemption.)

3. Permission to be given to the contractors to proceed from Auckland to Sydney or
Melbourne, retaining any sum contributed by the Commonwealth.

4. First voyage outwards from Auckland, Ist September; from Vancouver, 6th October.
Dates of departure from Auckland to be amended as soon as practicable, to enable
a fortnightly alternation to be made with the San Francisco service.

5. The voyage between Vancouver and Auckland, via Honolulu and Suva, to be made
in nineteen days. The same time to be kept in the reverse direction.

6. New Zealand shippers to have the first refusal of all space for freight so long as no
subsidy is being paid by the Commonwealth Government. No discrimination in
rates of freight, passenger-accommodation, or passenger rates is to be made against
New Zealand, whether a subsidy is paid by the Commonwealth or not.

I have, &c,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The Managing Director, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
iVane. Misc. 11/37.]

No. 129.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Director, Division of Commerce and

Tourists, Wellington.
(Memorandum.) General Post Office, Wellington, 22nd February, 1911.

I beg to forward for your information copy of a letter [see No. 128] sent to the Union Steam Ship
Company on the subject of the Vancouver service, which covers the conditions agreed to by
Cabinet. In addition thereto it has been decided by Cabinet that one-half of the subsidy is to
be charged to your Depart lent, as in the case of the San Francisco service. Will you kindly note
that seven [altered later to " eight" : see No. 141] twenty-fourths of £20,000 will require
to be provided by each of our Departments in next year's estimates.

D. Robertson, Secretary.
The Director, Division of Commerce and Tourists, Department of Agriculture,

Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.
[Vane. Misc. 11/36.]
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No. 130.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Acting British Trade Commissioner for

New Zealand, Wellington.
Sir,— Genei-al Post Office, Wellington, 24th February, 1911.

In reply to your request [not printed] for particulars of the proposed Vancouver mail-
service, I have the honour to inform you that a contract will be arranged between the New
Zealand Government and the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited) on the
following conditions:—1. The contract to be for five years.

2. Subsidy to be contributed by the New Zealand Government, £20,000 per annum,
with exemption from harbour and dock dues.

3. Permission to be given to the contractors to proceed from Auckland to Sydney or
Melbourne, retaining any sum contributed by the Commonwealth.

4. First voyage outwards from Auckland, Ist September; from Vancouver, 6th October.
Dates of departure from Auckland to be amended as soon as practicable, to enable
a fortnightly alternation to be made with the San Francsico service.

5. The voyage between Vancouver and Auckland, via. Honolulu and Suva, to be made
in nineteen days. The same time to be kept in the reverse direction.

6. New Zealand shippers to have the first refusal of all space for freight so long as no
subsidy is being paid by the Commonwealth Government. No discrimination
in rates of freight, passenger-accommodation, or passenger-rates is to be made
against New Zealand, whether a subsidy is paid by the Commonwealth or not.

I have, &c,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

0. S. Watkins, Esq., Acting British Trade Commissioner for New Zealand, Wellington.
[Letters in similar terms to the American Consul-General, Auckland (10th April, 1911), and

the Consul for France, Auckland (19th April, 1911).]
[Vane. Misc. 11/13a.]

No. 131.
The Managing Director, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secretary, General Post

Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 4th March, 1911.

Being pressed to make engagements August, September, necessary ii\ sailing-days. Are you
satisfied to continue present days—from Sydney Monday, and Auckland Friday or Saturday?

[Vane. Misc. 11/25.]

No. 132.
The Acting Prime Minister, Wellington, to the Colonial Secretary, Suva.

gIHj Prime Minister's Office, Wellington, Bth March, 1911.
I have the honour to refer to the contract made between the Union Steam Ship Company

of New Zealand (Limited) and the Government of Canada for the performance by the former of
a four-weekly mail-service between Vancouver and Auckland, via Honolulu and Suva, and vice
versa, for a period of five years, subject to contributions from New Zealand and Fiji, and to
inform you that the New Zealand Government has decided to join in the service, contributing
£20,000 per annum. The contract will contain provisions as follows:—

Contractors to be given permission to proceed from Auckland to Sydney or Melbourne,
in which case poundage rates will be paid for the carriage of mails from the New
Zealand port to Australia. If the Commonwealth becomes a contributor to the sub-
sidy the contractors will relain such contribution.

First voyage outwards from Auckland to commence on the Ist September, and inwards
from Vancouver on the 6th October next. Dates of departure from Auckland to be
amended as soon as practicable, to enable a fortnightly alternation to be made with
the service to San Francisco.

Voyage between Vancouver and Auckland and vice versa to be made in nineteen days.
I have, &c,

J. Carroll,
The Colonial Secretary, Suva, Fiji. Acting Prime Minister.

[Vane. Misc. 11/38.] ___^—.

No. 133.
The Acting Prime Minister to the High Commissioner : Vα New Zealand.

Slß> Prime Minister's Office, Wellington, Bth March, 1911.
I have the honour to inform you that a contract is to be made between the Union Steam

Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited) and the Canadian Government for the performance by
the former of a four-weekly mail-ssrvice between Vancouver and Auckland, via Honolulu and
Suva, and vice versa, for a period of five years. The subsidy to be paid by New Zealand will be
£20,000 per annum. The contractors will be given permission to proceed from Auckland to
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Sydney or Melbourne, in which case poundage rates will be paid for the carriage of mails from
the New Zealand port to Australia until a contract transfers the terminus of the service to an
Australian port. The first voyage outwards from Auckland will commence on the Ist September,
and inwards from Vancouver on the 6th October next. 'Ihe dates of departure from Auckland
will be amended as soon as practicable, to enable a fortnightly alternation to bo made with the San
Francisco service. The voyage between Vancouver and Auckland and vice versa is to be made
in nineteen days.

I should be obliged if you would kindly announce to the London Post Office the intention to
establish the service. I have, &c,

J. Carroll,
Acting Prime Minister.

The Hon. Sir W. Hall-Jones, K.C.M.G., High Commissioner for New Zealand, London.
[Vane. Misc. 11/39.] 'No. 134.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Managing Director, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 9th March, 1911.

Time-table Vancouver mail-service: I discussed matter with Sir Joseph Ward in Auckland, who
is agreeable, in view of coaling difficulties at Vancouver, to allow service to be commenced on
present days—that is, an interval of a week between departure of ATancouver steamer from Auck-
land and San Francisco steamer—provided approximate fortnightly departure from Pacific Coast.
This time-table to be subject to revision after present San Francisco service has been running for
a year. Postmaster-General's wish is to have fortnightly departure from each end, and no avoid-
able delay should be allowed to occur in arranging this.

[Vane. Misc. 11/29.]

No. 135.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the General Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 10th March, 1911.

I enclose for your information copy of the text of a letter recently sent to the Postmaster-
General on the subject of the rate of freight on flax from Auckland to Vancouver. Would you
kindly favour me with your remarks thereon.

Yours obediently,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

The Postmaster-General's correspondent writes as follows:—
" I was not suggesting that flat should be carried at special rates, but that it would not be

out of place in the interests of trade of the Dominion if the Government laid down in the new
mail contract or any future contracts the condition that freights to the Pacific Coast of America
should not be in excess of freights to England or to the Atlantic Coast of America.

" To the latter places there is open competition, which keeps freights down, whereas to the
Pacific Coast past experience and recent quotations have shown how difficult it is to work up a
trade where thsre is no effort made to offer reasonable freights.

" It would also not be out of place for the Government to lay down the condition that the
main ports of the Dominion—viz., Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, Dunedin, and the Bluff—
should be placed on an equal footing in any of these contracts so far as through freights are con-
cerned. These ports can obtain through freights to and from the United Kingdom at equal rates,
and this custom is very serviceable to the whole trade of the Dominion, and gives all ports an
equal show. If the Government can bring the custom into vogue so far as the Pacific American
trade is concerned it will be appreciated by traders in most parts of the Dominion."

[Vane. Misc. 11/30.]
_^^^^____^^____

No. 136.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to' the General Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 16th March, 1911.

I have your letter of the 10th instant about the time-table of the Vancouver mail-service
[not printed]. If the Postmaster-General approves the extension of the agreement under clause 31,
and it is decided to despatch the San Francisco steamer from Wellington, it will only be necessary
for the present to provide for an interval of a week between the departure and closing of the
Vancouver mail at Auckland and the San Francisco mail at Wellington. Tf the Vancouver
steamer leaves Auckland on the Friday, the San Francisco mail in the preceding week should
close at Auckland on the Friday. This would make the sailing from Wellington r> p.m. on the
Saturday. I have, &c,

D. Robertson, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

IVanc. Mi»-. 11/66.1



F.—6 40

No. 137.
The Managing Director, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Skchetaky, General Post

Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),

Sir,— Dunedin, 16th March, 1911.
I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 22nd February, setting out certain con-

ditions on which the Government has formally agreed to the contract for the Vancouver service,
as set out in my letter of 3rd ultimo.

Conditions 1, 2, and 3 are in order.
With regard to condition 4, I find that our present contract terminates with the sailing from

Sydney on 3rd July, so that the new contract will begin with the sailing from Sydney on 31st
July, and from Auckland 4th August, and Vancouver 6th September. You will note that we
have advanced the date of our four-weekly sailing from Vancouver by two days, so as to form
the closest possible connection with the mails from Liverpool by the C.P.R. " Empress " steamers,
and also to alternate at even fortnightly dates with the four-weekly mail from San Francisco.
It will not be practicable to make fortnightly sailings from New Zealand. Under our present
dates the steamer for Vancouver will leave Auckland each Friday four weeks, six days after the
departure of the steamer for San Francisco.

Condition sof your letter is in order. So also is 6, but this must be subject to reasonable
stipulations as to date of application and conditions of shipment.

I have, &c,
C. HoiiDSWOHTH,

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. For Managing Director.
[Vanc.JMisc. 11/52.]

_________^^^^^__

No. 138.
The Director, Division of Commerce and Tourists, Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and

Tourists, Wellington, to the Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists,

(Memorandum.) Wellington, 21st March, 1911.
Adverting to your memo, of the 22nd ultimo, covering copy of letter of same date forwarded
by you to the Director of the Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, I shall be glad to know
whether you can favour me with any information regarding refrigerator-space available on each
vessel, and the maximum rates the company may charge for the conveyance of produce, &c,
from New Zealand ports to Vancouver. I shall also be glad to know the cargo rates from Sydney
and Melbourne to Vancouver if you are able to supply the particulars.

B. M. Wilson,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. Divisional Director.

[Vane. Misc. 11/85.] ___^___^_^___^__

No. 139.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Director, Division of Commerce and

Tourists, Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.
(Memorandum.) General Post Office, Wellington. 22nd March, 1911.

This Department is not yet in possession of definite information regarding the refrigerated
space available on each vessel, or the rates for the conveyance of produce, &c. The Union Com-
pany recently advised me that they intend to increase the space by about 100 per cent, on their
two vessels, but fear that no alteration is likely to be made in the " Zealandia " at present.
The particulars as to cargo rates from Sydney and Melbourne to Vancouver will he supplied as
early as possible. We are awaiting the copy of the Canadian contract before proceeding further.

D. Robertson, Secretary.
The Director, Division of Commerce and Tourists,

Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.
[Vane. Misc. 11/86.]

No. 140.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the General Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
S IR) General Post Office, Wellington, 28th March, 1911.

Referring to your letter of the 16th instant, I note that your company agrees to con-
ditions 1, 2, 3, and 5. I note that the service will commence from Auckland on the 4th August
instead of the 28th idem, as previously advised. I have already been in communication with
you about the alternating of the Vancouver with the San Francisco mail-service. As regards
condition 6, the Minister of Agriculture is now in communication with shippers, and you will
be communicated with later. In the meantime I should be glad if you would have prepared
as early as possible a schedule of fares and freights between Auckland and Vancouver under the
same headings as those included in the San Francisco mail contract.

I have, &c.,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[P.O. 11/345(1).]



41 E. 6

No. 141.
The Secretary, General I'ost Office, Wellington, to .the Director, Division of Commeroe and

Tourists, Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.
(Memorandum.) General Posi Office, Wellington, 4th April, 1911.

I hku to inform you that the servioe will oommenoe from Auckland on the +th August, instead
of the Ist September as mentioned in the enclosure to this Department's memorandum of the "22nd
February last. Will you kindly note that eight twenty-fourths of £20,001) will require to be
provided by each of our Departments in this year's estimates.

I). Robertson, Secretary.
The Director, Division of Commerce and Tourists,

Department of Agriculture, Commeroe, and Tourists, Wellington.

No. 142.
The Hon. the Acting Prime Minister to the High Commissioner for Nhw Zealand.

Sir,— Prime Minister's Office, Wellington, loth April, 1911.
I have the honour to refer to my letter of the Bth March last, on the subject of the

four-weekly mail-service which is to l>o established between Vancouver and Auckland, and to
inform you that it has now been arranged for the first voyage outwards from Auckland! to com-
mence on the 4th August next, instead of the Ist September as previously notified. I should be
obliged if you would kindly inform the London Post Office accordingly.

I have, &c,
J. Carroll,

Acting Prime Minister.
The Hon. Sir W. Hall-Jones, K.C.M.G., High Commissioner for New Zealand. London.

[Vano. Miao. 11/72.]
__________^^^^^^^_

No. 143.
The General Managbr, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secretary, General Post

Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),

Sir,— Dunedin, 19th April, 1911.
/■'< Vancouver service : 1 have the honour to submit for the approval of the Postmaster-

General the time-table [not printed] we propose for the Vancouver service, beginning with the
" Marama," from Auckland, 4th August next, and up to the departure from Auckland, sth July,
1912. We shall be pleased' to receive Formal approval at the earliest convenient date, so that
the time-table may be printed and distributed for public use. We would also be obliged if,
fii save time, you nan secure for us the formal approval of the Canadian Government.

******1 have, <fee,
R. McK. McI.KXNA.N,

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. For General Manager.
[Vano.Miso.il/82.]

No. 144.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Dkitty Postmaster-General, Ottawa.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 28th April, 1911.
Vancouver service: Union Company proposes time-table leaving Auckland August fourth, and
four-weekly thereafter; leaving Victoria September sixth, and four-weekly thereafter. This is
satisfactory New Zealand meantime. Please reply if approved by Canada.

[Vane. Misc. 11/87.]

BYDNKY-BUVA-HONOLDLU-nNCODVER CONTRACT.

No. 14/3.
The Dkitty Postmaster-Generaz, Ottawa, to the Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

gIR; Post Office Department, Canada, Ottawa, 20th April, 1910.
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Bth ultimo [No. 78, F.-6,

11)10]returning the accounts " N " for the years 1908 and 1909 rendered by this Department for transit
charges on New Zealand mails for the United Kingdom.

With reference to the reduction in the charges of 3 francs and 40 centimes to 2-61 francs and 34 cen-
times on the two classes of mail-matter, which have been made by your office so that the total claim
for the territorial transit through North America should not exceed 3 francs for letters and post-cards
and 40 centimes for other articles, I have to say that theregulation quoted in your letteron which such
action was taken was not, in the opinion of this Department, intended to hear such an interpretation

6—F. 6.
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nor has it been so understood by European countries. The clause in question appears to have been
inserted with special reference to the case of the Canadian Transcontinental service, and was intended
to give effect, so far as Canada is concerned, to the first paragraphs of Article 111. and not to the last,
which relates only to sea transit.

Under the terms of the Convention of Washington the United States was allowed 6 francs per
kilogramme on letters and post-cards, and 2 francs per kilogramme on other matter for the conveyance
of foreign mails between New York and San Francisco. The Canadian Post Office, although performing
& service from the Atlantic to the Pacific in all respects identical with that across the territory of the
United States, received only the ordinary rate of 1 franc and 70 centimes per kilogramme on letters and
post-cards and 21£ centimes per kilogramme on other matter. In view of these facts Canada sub-
mitted to the Congress at Rome the proposal that its Transcontinental service should be put on the
same footing as that of the United States, and the question was finally settled by the adoption of a
proposal made by the representative of Great Britain, that land-transit rates should be fixed on the
basis of the distance of conveyance.

The record of the discussion which took place on the subject will be found on page 268 of Volume 2
of the " Proceedings of the Postal Congress at Rome." where the following paragraph occurs in reference
to the last section of paragraph sof Article IV : (Translation). " Mr. H. Babington Smith, the repre-
sentative of Great Britain, explained that without this addition a service such as that furnished by the
Canadian Transcontinental could not be included in the common rule mentioned in paragraph 3 of
Article IV. He added that the adoption of the proposed addition would call for the withdrawal of
the proposition designed to classify the Canadian Transcontinental among the extraordinary services."

It is obvious from these remarks that the intention was to give Canada the benefit of the rates
fixed for services exceeding 3,000 kilometres in distance, and not to fix any minimum land-transit charge,
as appears to be understood by your Administration and the United States.

I might add that a mail passing from Great Britain to Norway is charged the minimum land-transit
rates of 1 franc and 50 centimes and 20 centimes, applicable to the two classes of matter, by each of
the four countries through which it passes—Holland, Germany, Denmark, and Sweden. The total
distance traversed by such a mail is less than 1,000 miles, and it does not appear likely that the Postal
Congress intended that a kilogramme of letters passing over that route should pay four rates, or
6 francs, while the same weight and class of matter conveyed from Vancouver to New York, a dis-
tance of over 3,000 miles, should only be subject to a maximum charge of 3 francs.

I beg therefore to submit for your further consideration the question of accepting the Canadian
account as rendered. 1 have, &c,

R. M. Coulter,
I irniit \ Postmaster-General.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, New Zealand.
[P.O. 09/311.]

.^______^^_____

No. 146.
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington, to the Secretary, General Post Office, London.
Sib, General Post Office, Wellington, Bth July, 1910.

1 have the honour to submit herewith copy of a letter from the Deputy Postmaster-General,
Canada, relative to the rates payable by this Dominion for the transit of its mails for the United
Kingdom across North America, and to request that your office will kindly favour this Department
with an expression of opinion as to the correct interpretation of the clauses of the Postal Union Conven-
tion of Rome quoted therein.

This Department has hitherto been under the impression that the rates for distances exceeding
3,000 kilometres, provided under Article IV, paragraph 3, subsection I°, clause 36. should be divided
between the United States of America and Canada, according to the distance traversed through each
country, the last sections of paragraphs 3 and sin Article IV appearing to bear out this view. It
may also be mentioned that rates worked out on this basis have been submitted by the Post Office of
the United States of America, and accepted by this Department.

1 have. &c,
D. Robertson,

The Secretary. General Post Office, London. For the Postmaster-General.

No. 147.
The Secretary. General Post (Mice, London, to the Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington.

Sir,— General Post Office, London, 9th September, 1910.
With reference to your letter of the Bth July last, I am directed by the Postmaster-General

to acquaint you that in his opinion the Administration of the country of origin is liable, under section 3
of Article IV of the Convention of Rome, to the Administration of each of the countries participating
in the land transit of mails for the full charges specified in the subsection 1° of the section referred to.

You will doubtless have observed that the exception made in the last paragraph of section 3 of
the article in question applies only to the case of sea conveyance. The last paragraph of section sof
the same article is expressly intended to enable an Administration performing a land transit of over
3,000 kilometres to profit by the full charges specified in section 3, I°, b, of the Article, even in cases
where the charges might have been less before the Rome Convention came into force

I have, &c,
A. B. Walklev.

The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington, Xc-w Zealand. For tin. Secretary.
[P.O. 09/311.1
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AUSTEALIA-SUEZ SERVICE.
No. 148.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Secretary, Postmaster-General's Depart-
ment, Melbourne.

Sib,— General Post Office, Wellington, 4th November, 1910.
I have the honour to ask thatyou will kindly inform me whether Homeward mails despatched

from Australia by the P. and 0. steamers are transferred at Alexandria for conveyance to Brindisi.
I have, &c,

D. Robertson, Secretary.
The Secretary, Postmaster-General's Department, Melbourne.

[Suez Conn. 10/149.]

No. 149.
The Acting-Secretary, Postmaster-General's Department, Melbourne, to the Secretary, General

Post Office, Wellington.
Sir,— Postmaster-General's Department, Melbourne, 17th November, 1910.

With reference to your letter of the 4th instant, asking whether Homeward-bound mails
despatched from Australia by the P. and 0. steamers are transferred at Alexandria for conveyance to
Brindisi, I have the honour to inform you that steamers of the line mentioned both from and to
Australia omit Brindisi as a port of call, the rule being to proceed direft from Port Said to Marseilles,
and vice versa. The mails from Australia are transferred at Port Said, and conveyed to Brindisi by one
of the company's express steamers (the " Isis " or " Osiris ") working that section of the mail-service.

I have, &c,
Justinian Oxenham, Acting-Secretary.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[Suez. Conn. 10/160.]

WELLINGTON-SYDNEY CONNECTION, ETC.

No. 150.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Deputy Postmaster-General, Sydney.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 22nd April, 1910.
I have the honour torefer to the despatch of English and Australian mails from Australia to

Christchurch in this Dominion, and to request you to kindly send the letter portions of the mails by way
of Bluff on occasions when the steamer for Auckland leaves Sydney one day late. lam asking the
Melbourne Office to do the same. I have, &c,

The Deputy Postmaster-General, Sydney. D. Robertson, Secretary.
[Letter in similar terms to the Deputy Postmaster-General, Melbourne.]

[P.O. 10/1106.]

No. 151.
The Deputy Postmaster-General, Sydney, to the Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

Postmaster-General's Department,
Sir,— General Post Office, Sydney, 6th May, 1910.

Referring to your communication of the 22nd ultimo relative to the despatch of English and
Australian mails from Australia to Christchurch, I have the honour to inform you that the matter has
been duly noted at this office.

I have, <fee,
E. J. Young,

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. Deputy Postmaster-General.
IP.O. 10/1106.]

7—F. 6.
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No. 152.
The Deputy Postmaster-General, Melbourne, to the Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

Postmaster-General's Department,
Sir,— General Post Office, Melbourne, Ist June, 1910.

With reference to your communication of the 22nd April last, I have the honour to inform
you that arrangements will be made for the despatch of the letter portion of English and Australian
mails from Australia to Ohristchurch by way of the Bluff on occasions when the steamer for Auckland
leaves Sydney one day late, provided the notification of the delay in sailing of the steamer be received
in time. I have, &c,

Chas. E. Bright,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. Deputy Postmaster-General.

No. 153.
The Deputy Postmaster-General, Sydney, to the Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 6th July, 1910.
" Warrimoo " arrived Tuesday night at eleven thirty, too late to connect.

[Acknowledged Bth July. The mails were forwarded via Naples by the R.M.S. " Orontes," which
left Adelaide on 15th July. They arrived in London on 15th August, eight days late.]

IP.O. 10/490(13).]
_^_^_____^_^____

No. 154.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the General Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 26th July, 1910.

In reference to my telegram of the 7th instant [not printed], and your reply of the Bth idem
[not printed], respecting the failure of the " Warrimoo " to connect with the mail-train at Sydney on
the sth instant, I have the honour to request that you will send me a formal letter in explanation of
the steamer's late arrival, in order that the Postmaster-General may be satisfied of the propriety or
otherwise of remitting the penalty provided by the contract.

I have, &c,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

No. 155.
The Assistant General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secretary, General

Post Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),

Sir,— Dunedin, 3rd August, 1910.
I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 26th July, requesting us to send

you a formal letter of explanation of the late arrival in Sydney of the s.s. " Warrimoo " on sth July.
I beg to enclose herewith report [not printed] from the chief officer of the vessel, which gives full

particulars of the heavy weather experienced on the trip in question. I would explain that in ordinary
circumstances the report attached would have been made by the master instead of the chief officer, but,
owing to some relieving transfers which have been recently made, the master who was in command
of the " Warrimoo " on the tripreferred to is now in another vessel.

I trust the explanation furnished herewith will satisfy the purpose for which it is required.
I have, &c,

D. A. Aiken,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. Assistant General Manager.

[Penalty remitted.]
[Suez Conn. 10/100.] 'No. 156.
The Manager, Huddart, Parker, and Company Proprietary, Wellington, to the Secretary, General

Post Office, Wellington.
Huddart, Parker, and Company Proprietary (Limited),

Sir,— Wellington, 24th August, 1910.
Referring to detention of the " Ulimaroa " in Wellington on Friday last, we beg to put before

you the following facts :■—
In order to get the boat away as near as possible to the agreed hour of 5 p.m. we started

to work the ship at 7in the morning, having to pay overtime to all concerned from 7to 8. If we had
known that the Post Office was going to ask us to detain the ship until 8 p.m., or later, we
would not have started work at 7 a.m., and would have escaped the hour's overtime. The extra cost
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°f working for that one hour amounted to £5 3s. 6d., divided thus: Customs, Is.; Harbour Board,
£2 17s. 6d.; and our own wharf labour, £2 ss. But for the detention to the ship all the work would
have been finished by 6 p.m., showing that it would have been unnecessary for us to start at 7 in the
morning if we had known of the delay.

Kindly consider under these circumstances whether we are not fairly entitled to receive the sum
of £5 3s. 6d. from your Department. I have, &c,

C. W. Jones,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. Manager for New Zealand.

[Suez Conn. 10/120.]

No. 157.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Manager, Huddart, Parker, and Company

Proprietary, Wellington.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 30th August, 1910.

In reference to your letter of the 24th instant making a claim for £5 3s. 6d. overtime paid in
working the s.s. " Ulimaroa " on the 26th idem between 7 and 8 a.m., on the ground that had you
known the vessel was to be detained for the mails the overtime would not have been incurred, I regret
to say the Department cannot entertain the claim, as such detentions are regarded as covered by the
contract. I have, &c,

D. Eobertson, Secretary.
The Manager, Huddart, Parker, and Company Proprietary (Limited), Wellington. .

[Suez Conn. 10/121.]

No. 158.
The Deputy Postmaster-General, Sydney, to the Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 30th August, 1910.
No sign " Moeraki." Cannot connect special.

[Suez Conn. 10/132.]

No. 159.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secretary, General Post

Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 31st August, 1910.

******" Moeraki " arrived four Wednesday morning. Delayed by very heavy south-west gale Saturday
and Sunday.

No. 160.
The Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Wellington, to the Secretary, General Post Office,

Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),

Sir,— Wellington, 7th September, 1910.
I enclose for your information copy of letter [not printed] dated 7th instant made by Captain

Rolls on the circumstances which led to the " Moeraki" missing connection with the mail-train at
Sydney on Tuesday, 30th ultimo. [Heavy weather was the cause.]

I have, <fee,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. W. A. Kennedy, Manager.

[Suez Conn. 10/133.]

No. 161.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the General Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 20th September, 1910.

I have the honour to refer to the late arrival at Sydney of the " Moeraki " on the voyage which
commenced at Wellington on the 26th ultimo, and to inform you that in consideration of the weather
conditions during the trip, reported through your Wellington office, it has been decided to waive the
penalty.
******I have, &c,

D. Robertson, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
Conn. 10/137.]
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No. 162.

The High Commissioner to the Right Hon. the Prime Minister.
Westminster Chambers, 13 Victoria Street, London S.W.,

(Memorandum.) 6th October, 1910.
Post and Telegraph Department—Delay in arrival in London of the New Zealand mails : I have the
honour to transmit herewith copy of a letter which I have received from Abbot, Oram, and Co., com-
plaining of the late arrival in London of the mails from New Zealand.

C. W. Palliser,
The Right Hon. the Prime Minister, Wellington. For the High Commissioner.

Suez Conn. 10/15S.]

Enclosure in No. 162.
Messrs. Abbot, Oram, and Co., London, to the High Commissioner.

Dear Sir,— 25-27 Jewin Crescent, London E.C., 3rd October, 1910.
We write to draw your attention to the very serious inconvenience caused to ourselves, and

New Zealand merchants generally, by the non-arrival of New Zealand mails when due. The mail that
was due in London on 6th August did not arrive until a week later, whilst the one due last Saturday
will not, we are informed, be in London until next Monday. We understand from the Post Office
authorities the reason for delay in both cases is that the mail missed connection at Sydney. We shall
be much obliged if you will use your influence with the authorities so that further repetition of this
trouble, if possible, may be avoided, as we need scarcely point out the grave consequences likely to
occur to business houses through loss of a week owing to above-mentioned cause.

We are, &c,
The High Commissioner for New Zealand, London. Abbot, Oram, and Co.

Suez Conn. 10/154.]
________^_^___

No. 163.
The Secretary, Auckland Chamber of Commerce, Auckland, to the Hon. the Postmaster-General,

Wellington.
Sir,— Auckland Chamber of Commerce, Auckland, 14th November, 1910.

I am directed to respectfully draw your attention to the unsatisfactory working, as far as this
city is concerned, of the Sydney-Wellington mail-service. This mail, as you are aware, leaving Sydney
on Saturday, is due in Auckland on Thursday morning ; but very frequently of late, presumably through
the steamer not arriving in Wellington in time to connect with the northern express on Wednesday,
the mail has not reached here until Friday morning. When the mail arrives to time on Thursday
business people can reply to their correspondence by train the same evening, connecting with steamer
at Wellington, but when it is delayed till Friday replies cannot be forwarded till the following Monday.
You will recognize that this entails considerable inconvenience on the business community, and I am
directed to respectfully ask that you will endeavour to arrange that connection with the express on
Wednesdays is assured by the steamer leaving Sydney slightly earlier, or otherwise as may be feasible.

I have, &c,
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington. A. J. Denniston, Secretary.

[Suez Conn. 10/156.]

No. 164.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the General Manager, Union Steam Ship

Company, Dunedin.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 21st November, 1910.

I have the honour to inform you that the Auckland Chamber of Commerce has brought under
the notice of this Department the inconvenience caused to local business men through the mails from
the United Kingdom and Australia, despatched from Sydney on Saturdays, failing frequently to con-
nect with the mail-train at Wellington on Wednesdays. It is pointed out that when the mails reach
Auckland on Thursday morning, replies can be sent the same evening to connect with the steamer
leaving Wellington on Friday ; but that, when the mails do not reach Auckland until Friday morning,
replies cannot be forwarded until the following Monday. I should be glad to learn whether there is
any prospect of the steamer from Sydney arriving in Wellington, as a general rule, on Wednesdays in
time to enable the Auckland mails to be despatched by the mail-train the same day.

I have, &c,
D. Robertson, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Suez Conn. 10/161.]

_____>_^_^^____

No. 165.
The Assistant General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secretary, General

Post Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),

Sir,— Dunedin, 29th November, 1910.
I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 21st instant, inquiring whether

there is any prospect of the Saturday steamer leaving Sydney arriving at Wellington, as a general rule,
on Wednesday in time to enable the Auckland mails to be despatched by the mail-train the same day.
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In reply I beg to state that our standing instructions'to Sydney office are that intercolonial vessels
for Wellington must be despatched, whenever possible, not later than 2 p.m., but I regret to say that
in many instances it is not possible to adhere to this regulation as closely as we could wish. The
principal causes of delay are as follows : Scarcity of, and difficulties in connection with, labour;
detention in Newcastle through scarcity of coal, or difficulty in obtaining berthage ; late arrival of
Home and coastal steamers with passengers, and cargo of an urgent and perishable nature, for tran-
shipment to New Zealand. We are also at times approached by passengers to detain steamers until
evening for the purpose of enabling them to attend cricket and football matches, or events of a like
nature, horse-races, &c. In addition to this, there is also the risk of detention on the passage owing
to adverse weather conditions.

By this week's mail we are again writing our Sydney manager, emphasizing our desire that inter-
colonial vessels should be despatched as early as possible, so that every chance will be afforded of
making regular connection with the Main Trunk line.

I have, &c,
D. A. Aiken,The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. Assistant General Manager.

[Suez Conn. 10/165.]

No. 166.
The Right Hon. the Prime Minister to the High Commissioner.

Sir,— Prime Minister's Office, Wellington, Ist December, 1910.
In reference to your memorandum of the 6th October, I have the honour to inform you that

under ordinary conditions the mails from New Zealand for the United Kingdom despatched via Suez
make a close connection in Australia. Since July last the mail has missed the connection twice, in
each case the failure being due to the rough weather experienced on the Tasman Sea. When the
connection is missed in future you will be specially informed by a cable message, reading " Suez despatch
{Date of departure from Wellington] missed." When you receive such advice I shall be glad if you will
communicate it to the London Post Office, and give notice publicly as far as you can.

I have, &c,
The Hon. Sir W. Hall-Jones, K.C.M.G., J- G- Ward>

High Commissioner for New Zealand, London. Prune Minister.
[Suez Conn. 10/169.]

____^_^^_^^^__

No. 167.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Secretary, Auckland Chamber of Commerce,

Auckland.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 6th December, 1910.

I have the honour, by direction, to refer to your letter of the 14th ultimo respecting the
inconvenience caused to business men at Auckland through the mails from the United Kingdom and
Australia, despatched from Sydney on Saturdays, failing frequently to connect with the mail-train at
Wellington on Wednesdays.

The matter was brought under the notice ofJtheJUnion Steam Ship Company, to learn whether there
was any prospect of the steamers from Sydney arriving in Wellington, as a general rule, on Wednesday
in time to enable the Auckland mails to be despatched by the mail-train the same day. The Depart-
ment is in receipt of areply from the general manager of the company to the effect that the company's
standing instructions to its Sydney office are that intercolonial vessels for Wellington must be
despatched, whenever possible, not later than 2 p.m. It is stated, however, that in many instances
it is not possible to adhere to these instructions as closely as the company could desire. The principal
causes of delay are given as follows: The scarcity of, and difficulties in connection with, labour; the
detention of the vessels in Newcastle through scarcity of coal, or difficulty in obtaining berthage; the
late arrival of Home and coastal steamers withpassengers, and cargo of an urgent and perishable nature,
for transhipment to New Zealand ; the requests to hold steamers until the evening to enable the
passengers to attend cricket and football matches, horse-races, &c. ; the risk of detention on the passage
owing to adverse weather conditions.

The general manager adds that he was about to write again to the Sydney office, emphasizing the
company's desire that intercolonial vessels be despatched as early as possible so that every chance
should be afforded of making regular connections with the Main Trunk express train.

I have, &c,
The Secretary, Auckland Chamber of Commerce, Auckland. D - Robertson, Secretary.

[Suez Conn. 10/171.]
_^^^^^_^_^______

No. 168.
The Secretary, Auckland Chamber of Commerce, Auckland, to the Secretary, General Post Office,

Wellington.
Sir,— Auckland Chamber of Commerce, Auckland, 9th December, 1910.

Your letter of 6th instant relative to the Sydney-Wellington steamer service was submitted
to my ceuncil at its meeting yesterday, and I am directed to thank you for the attention you have
given the matter. My council trusts that your representations to the Union Steam Ship Company
may result in an improvement in the service, which of late has been far from satisfactory. During
the last three months the steamer from Sydney to Wellington has on five occasions failed to connect
with the mail-train on Wednesdays. I have, &c,

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. A- J- Denniston, Secretary.
[Suez Conn. 10/173.]
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THE PEOPOBED ALL-RED ROUTE.

No. 169.
Mr. C. V. Armstrong, Montreal, to the Right Hon. the Prime Minister.

Sib,— 222 St. James Street, Montreal, Bth March, 1910.
I enclose herewith copy [not printed] of the report of Dr. Coulter, Deputy Postmaster-General

of Canada, who lately visited New Zealand in connection with the proposed all-red route.
As the Canadian member of the committee which has been advocating this enterprise for some time

back, I have lately had an interview with the Postmaster-General of Canada, and I gather from him that
the Canadian Government will be prepared to have its representative attend the Conference which
is likely to be held in London in May or June next, when it is expected that representatives from New
Zealand and Australia will also be present. It is possible that the political situation in England may
be such as to postpone the date of the proposed Conference. It is to be hoped, however, that no great
delay will be caused.

The company which obtained an Act of Parliament for the construction of the harbour at Blacksod
and of the railway to connect with the main line of the Irish railway has obtained a subsidy from the
British Government, and will proceed with its work at an early date.

It has been suggested that the steamers to be supplied on the Pacific as well as the Atlantic
Oceans should be constructed so as to serve as cruisers in case of need, those on the Atlantic-
being at the disposal of the Canadian Government, while those on the Pacific should be at the disposal
of the New Zealand and Australian Governments. A comparatively small annual payment would
secure the call on these steamers, and it would enable the company to put on faster steamers on the
Pacific than they would otherwise be justified in doing. I hope that this suggestion may receive
consideration from both the Australian and New Zealand Governments.

I am about returning to London, and in case of reply please address it to Winchester House, E.C.,
London. I have, &c,

C. V. Armstrong.
The Right Hon. Sir Joseph Ward, P.C., K.C.M.G., Prime Minister of New Zealand.

[Acknowledged 17th June.]
[Vane. Misc. 10/7(3. J

No. 170.
[News extract, 29th March, 1911.]

The All-red Route.—Faster Steamers Across Two Oceans.—Canadian Bill.
London, 17th February, 1911.

A revival of interest in the all-red-route question is promised during the coming year. It will
be debated in the Imperial Conference, for Sir Joseph Ward has announced his intention of bringing
forward a motion to the effect that it is desirable in the interests of the Empire that Great Britain
should be connected with Canada, and through Canada with Australia, by the best mail-service
available.

Another reason for anticipating arevival of interest is that a Bill to incorporate a proposed steam-
ship company is now before the Canadian Parliament. A number of well-known names of firms and
individuals of standing in this country and in Canada are given as desiring to be incorporated under
the name of the Imperial Steamship Company.

As regards the objects of the company, one clause of the Bill provides that the company may
purchase, own, charter, lease, and operate steamers and other vessels between Canadian ports and all
parts of the British Empire and foreign countries. The company may also lease, purchase, construct,
and work docks, piers, wharves, dockyards, warehouses, elevators, hotels, and other buildings and works
in connection with its enterprise, and may build branch lines of railway on its properties, and connect
same with other lines ofrailway, provided none of the branch lines exceed six miles in length. Another
clause is to the effect that in constructing and operating said branch lines of railway the company will
be subject to the conditions of the Railway Act; and, subject to the conditions of said Act, the company
may expropriate property required in connection with the construction of its docks, piers, wharves,
and other works.

Details of the Scheme.
The proposals of the syndicate, says the Times, provide for the establishment of an express service

between Halifax (Nova Scotia) and Blacksod Bay (on the west coast of Ireland) of vessels capable of
crossing the Atlantic at an average speed of at least 25 knots an hour ; the establishment of train-
ferries between the east coast of Ireland and the west coast of Scotland and England; the construction
of a railway eighty miles in length to connect Blacksod Bay with the existing railways in Ireland (a
contract has already been awarded for the construction of this line and the necessary dock-accom-
modation in Blacksod Bay); the establishment of a service of first-class steamships, having a speed
of 18 knots per hour, between Vancouver (British Columbia), Honolulu, Suva, Auckland, and Sydney.
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Apart from the Canadian Pacific Railway now running from the Atlantic to the Pacific across
Canada, two other transcontinental lines are being constructed—the Grand Trunk Pacific and the
Canadian Northern—and both these lines will be completed in time to make part of the through service.
Passengers will thus have the choice of three lines for crossing the continent. An important part of
the scheme is the provision that there should be through connecting service between London, Canada,
Australia, and New Zealand.

Finance.
There are twelve clauses in the Bill now before the Canadian Parliament. One provides that for

the purpose of incorporation the capital stock shall be $1,000,000, but that the capital may be increased
from time to time with the approval of the majority of the shareholders of the company. Another
provides that the company may issue debenture stock, debenture bonds, or other securities.
Obviously such a scheme as has been planned would eventually require a very large amount of capital;
but the promoters claim that they have already arranged for the whole amount necessary—i.e., about
£5,000,000—provided that an adequate mail subvention is given for a reasonable time by the Govern-
ments interested. The amount of the total mail subventions required is estimated at about £700,000,
to be contributed by the different Governments in equitable proportions. The capital, it is estimated,
would provide for the construction of three fast liners of 20,000 tons for the Atlantic service and five
steamers of 10,000 tons for the Pacific route.

[H.1., Vol. 4, p. 130.1 ___________^^________

No. 171.
[News extract, Bth April, 1911.]

All-red Route.—lmperial Steamship Company's Scheme.—lreland to Auckland.
London, 24th February, 1911.

The scheme for an all-red route was advanced another step this week, when the Parliamentary Com-
mittee at Ottawa approved theapplication for incorporation of the Imperial Steamship Company.

This company aims at starting a service of fast steamers between Blacksod Bay, Ireland, and
Halifax, Nova Scotia. Existing and additional railways will convey passengers across Canada, and
another service of 20-knot steamers from Vancouver, British Columbia, will link up Sydney, Auckland,
and other Australasian ports. The company's charter empowers the promoters to run vessels between
Canadian ports and all parts of the British Empire. Docks, piers, warehouses, hotels, elevators, and
railways are also included in this ambitious construction programme. The nominal capital of the
company is said to be £200,000; but this is, of course, a hopelessly inadequate sum, and the capital
can be increased by the consent of the shareholders.

Many prominent English firms are interested in the company, including, it is said, Messrs. Swan,
Hunter, and Whigan (Limited), of Newcastle-on-Tyne; Messrs. Vickers, Sons, and Maxim (Limited);
Messrs. H. Houlder and Partners (Limited); Messrs. Chaplin, Milne, Grenfell, and Co. ; and Messrs.
William Beardmore and Co. (Limited), of Glasgow.

The company's headquarters are to be in Montreal, and the provisional board of directors contains
the names of Sir Thomas Troubridge, and of Messrs. H. Houlder, Andrew Weir, John Kennedy,
C. N. Armstrong, W. A. Black, and R. W. Skipwith.

[H.1., Vol. 4, p. 134.]

No. 172.
[News extract, 17th April, 1911.]

All-red Route.—Progress op the Movement.
London, 3rd March, 1911.

An important link in the chain of events connected with the establishment of an all-red route to
New Zealand, through Canada, was reached last week, when it was announced that a new shipping
company, to be known as the Imperial Steamship Company, had applied for incorporation to the
Dominion Parliament, and that the Parliamentary Committee had signified its approval.

The company, says the Irish Independent, proposes to start a direct service of 25-knot steamers
from Blacksod Bay, Ireland, to Halifax, whence passengers would be conveyed by the transcontinental
railways to Vancouver, and shipped on the company's own 20-knot vessels to Australia and New
Zealand ports. The company's nominal capital is £200,000, and the list of backers and subscribers
includes many of the most prominent names in the shipping world. Messrs. Vickers, Sons, and Maxim,
and Messrs. Swan, Hunter, and Co., of Wallsend-on-Tyne, are said to be largely interested in
the concern. Sir Thomas Troubridge, Bart., and Messrs. H. Houlder, Andrew Weir, R. W. Skipwith,
C. N. Armstrong, W. A. Black, and John Kennedy have been appointed provisional directors of the
company, the headquarters of which will be in Montreal. The incorporated charter gives the company
permission to purchase their own, charter, lease, and operate steamers between Canadian ports and
all parts of the British Empire and foreign countries.

Rival Irish Schemes.
The Financial Times says it must be remembered that there are two important rivals in the field

for the honour of inaugurating the all-red route, Lord Cowdray's firm, Messrs. Weetman, Pearson, and
Co., being identified with a scheme for tracing the route through Galway rather than Blacksod Bay.
The Midland Great Western Railway shareholders voted a contribution of £5,000 at their last general
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meeting towards the promotion of this scheme, as their line, of course, connects Dublin with Galway.
Both schemes, apparently, are based on a train-ferry service between Dublin and Holyhead, a distance
of sixty-four miles; and in favour of this project it has been urged that the train-ferry which has been
operating for more than a year now between Germany and Sweden, over a course of exactly the same
distance—sixty-four miles—is already proving itself a great success. It is a peculiar thing that both
groups—the Galway Bay and Blacksod Bay group—estimate the money required for carrying out
their particular scheme at £1,300,000, the Galway scheme requiring a million or more for harbour-
construction and comparatively little for railway expenses, while the Mayo scheme would necessitate
an outlay of over a million on a new line of railway and relatively nothing on the harbour.

The new Union Contract.
Supporters of the all-red route must feel pleased with the attention that the London Times is paying

to the project. A few days ago this influential organ wished it all success at the Imperial Conference,
and now it devotes a colunri to discussing the new Union contract and the all-red route. After stating
that the attitude of the Commonwealth Government appears to have been governed chiefly by the
consideration that to subsidize a Canadian service with a port of call in New Zealand would be to
subsidize New Zealand trade with Canada, the Times continued :—

"The situation is interesting in its bearing upon the all-red-route scheme, which is to come once
again before the Imperial Conference. New Zealand's proposal is for a service between Vancouver,
Fiji, Auckland, and Sydney by steamers of not less than 10,000 tons and an average speed of 16 knots.
The Australian objections to participation in the new Canadian-New Zealand contract would apply
to Sir Joseph Ward's proposal, since under it New Zealand would still enjoy the advantages of
geography, and also of reciprocity, granting the continuation of present trade relations between the
three dominions concerned. The Canadian Finance Minister, however, has announced that the con-
cessions made to the United States under the Washington agreement will also apply, in the event of its
enactment, to the importations into Canada from the other countries. The effect would be to stimulate
inter-Imperial trade in the Pacific, and possibly to induce the Commonwealth Government to contribute
to the service via New Zealand proposed by the latter. The official New Zealand proposal, however,
is much more fmodestj than that of the all-red-route syndicate. The syndicate contemplates the
establishment of a service once every twenty-eight days between Vancouver, Auckland, and Sydney,
with vessels not of 16, but of at least 18 knots. How far such a service would pay we are not concerned
to argue. The syndicate which proposes to run it expects, we understand, a considerable increase of
trade between Australasia and Canada, and contemplates considerable economies from the use of oil
as fuel, the oil to be obtained from the Californian fields and possibly ultimately from Canadian
sources."

[H.1., Vol. 4, p. 136.]
_^^^^^^_^^_^___

No. 173.
Motion to be moved by the Right Hon. Sir J. G. Ward at the Imperial Conference, London, 1911.
That in the interests of the Empire it is desirable that Great Britain should be connected with Canada
and, through Canada, with Australia and New Zealand by the best mail-service available.

That, for the purpose of carrying the above desideratum into effect, a mail-service be established
on the Pacific between Vancouver, Fiji, Auckland, and Sydney by first-class steamers of not less than
10,000 tons, and capable of performing the voyage at an average speed of 18 knots.

That, in addition to this, a fast service be established between Canada and Great Britain, the
necessary financial support required for both purposes to be contributed by Great Britain, Canada,
Australia, and New Zealand in equitable proportions.

[Vane. Mieo. 11/49.]

Approximate Cost of Paper.—Preparation, not given ;printing (1,600 copies), £32.
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