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23. Then when it was sold to Russell what happened?—The mortgage still remains upon the
property.

2-t. You as solicitor for Keene would be notified when the sale was made from Ballan to
Russell?—Yes. We would be asked to produce the title so that it could bo registered.

25. Do you remember the date?—l think it was about June of last year. The Register-bookin Auckland would show the date exactly.
26. lou think it was in. June of last year?—Yes.
27. Mr. It. II . Smith.] Have you any idea what the property is worth now?—It is worth a

little more than it was worth then. A certain amount of fencing and ploughing has been done
—some slight improvement.

28. Have you been on the property?—Yes, 1 have been ali over it.
29. What do you value it at now?—1 am not a land-valuer.
30. Mr. Coates.] If you are not a land-valuer, how do you come to the conclusion that it isa little more valuable now I—l know the property, and am acquainted with the amount of grassingdone.
31. Are you acquainted with the piece marked purple on the map?—The whole of that valleyis the best part of the run. There is bush on the Runanga side. The whole of the Crown laud

is bush, ali that can be seen from Runanga. Down m tiie valley is tussock, land, and there isabout a ten-mile strip of bush a mile and a half wide.
32. Mr. Statham.] Have you been acting lor Keene all through the transaction?—Yes, thelinn. My brother acts principally for Mr. Keene.
33. When did you first hear of the sale to Russell from Ballan?—About June of last year.34. Then do you remember when Mr. Keene first consulted you about releasing? Did hecome to you and tell you he proposed to ask them to release a certain portion?—Yes.35. And did you go into the merits of the question or did he decide.'—He decided howmuch he would reduce the mortgage by.
36. He did not ask you to advise on that?—No.
37. 1 think the title went through on the 23rd December. Did you have any agreement topurchase 111 your hands at any time?—l do not think so. It would not come near us. All webe asked to do would be to produce the title so that they could register the transfer Wewere simply holding the title on behalf of the mortgagee.

t
, ■ , 8- fhe Ghairnlan -'\ Were }°u aWiU'e that the Government were negotiating for the purchase ofthis land?—When I was up that way two or three years ago 1 heard that the Government were

going to cut this [Pohokura] block up, and they might require some of that IRunanga]. It wasonly the gossip of the country up there.
39 Did you have any information as the legal adviser to Keene that the Government werenegotiating tor the purchase?—No, there was nothing said about it. The surveyors had beencutting up the land, and they seemed to think the Government would take part of it It was onlvreasonable, because it was the only place where the road could go.40. Do you know the run? —Yes.
4.1. Do you say that there is bush on Pohokura?—Yes, it is all bush

a WMlfand'tt all ™ R^^'l~ not ln "** but on the hillside. It is

43. Does the standing bush go down to the creek?—No, not quite.44. Does it go down to the road-line? —No
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46. Did you prepare the transfer?-We perused the release, and Mr. Keene signed it47. At the request ot Keene did you take the necessary steps?—We perused the release of thatpart, and he signed it, and we handed it over on payment of so-much . *48. Who was the land transferred to I—That we did not know.49 Was that done at Mr Russell's request?-That 1 could not say :it probably was50. You were instructed by Mr. Keene?-Yes, and by the solicitors 111 Christchurch who sentup therelease. 1 think they actually prepared it. isrcnuicn wlio sent
51. Who were the solicitors in Christchurch?-I think the firm was Russell and Anthonv52. You know nothing about the value of land in the distrieU-I know what prices navebeen paid for the land round about there, or what the Natives are asking P
53. What price was paid for Runanga?—The whole block?54. Yes?—£l2,soo.

' 55. For the 66,000 acres?—Yes.
56 You say you know the value of other land: what is Puhukanui hind worth? r 11Sing^od'af:! 28- M- Pe" F°r *• oth6l' ** °f EsHL*££

_y M. Hon. Mr. Buddo.] The land that the Government letting up^cTd lttgh hills?
Si' wlwTman-] v

heVh,C NatiT Valued RunanSa No" lM at 2«- 6d. an acre?-Yes
the road. °Uld U*» ""?~YeS> *is «"* —, because it is much nearer

the wSmle I^ts^sslbi? 1' ™"" * '"' *" R N°' if you take
63. Mr. Guthrie.] What names appeared in the release sent up to von? Th„from Ballan to Keene, and it would be, « i, Richard Keene, herebyTelease'ce,'tain/' ZTIT "
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