I.—16. 2

REPORT.

Report of the Iron axp S7uer InpusTry CoMMITTEE on Petition No. 358, Session II, F. W.
Haveirrik and five others, praying the House to pass such Legislation as will encourage the
Production of Iron and Steel from New Zealand Iron-ore and Ironsand.

Tar Committee to whom was referred the above-mamed petition has the honour to report as
follows :—-

1. The Committec is of opinion that it is desirable, in the interests of this Dominion, to
encourage the production of iron and steel from the ores of the country.

2. That the proposals of the Ethelburga Syndicate, as laid down in the draft Bill now
before the Committee, appear to be uunsatisfactory, and the Committee does not recommend the
acceptance of these proposals in their present form.

3. That the Government be recommended to make full inquiry into the question at as early
a date as possible, with the view of ascertaining the terms on which investors are prepared to
provide the necessary capital to develop the industry on an adequate scale.

4. Further, as an alternative, that the Government should fully inquire into the advisable-
ness of developing the industry as a State enterprise.

5. That the Government should insist on the terms of the Parapara and Onakaka leases
heing comphed with.

4th November, 1912. A. Mavconym, Chairman.
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