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SAN FRANCISCO SERVICE.

NEW ZEALAND - RAROTONGA - TAHITI - SAN  FRANCISCO
ROUTE.

No. 1.

The Hiocn CoMMISSIONER to the Hon. the AcriNg PRIME MiNIsSTER.

Sir,— Westminster Chambers, 13 Victoria Street, London, 12th April, 1911.
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Ist February last
[No. 67, F.—6, 1911], desiring me to obtain from the Imperial Post Office the dates of the departure
from London of the mails for New Zealand via San Francisco. In reply, I enclose herein copy of
a letter from the General Post Office giving the desired information.
: I have, &c.,
The Hon. the Acting Prime Minister, Wellington. Wum. Havn-Jones.

[Wn.-S.F. 11/129.]
[Acknowledged, 31st May, 1911.]

Enclosure in No. 1.
The SucrETARY, General Post Office, London, to the SzcrurTarY to the Hrcm CommissioNsr, London.

SiR,— General Post Oflice, I.ondon, 30th Maych, 1911.

In veply to your letter of the 27th instant [not printed], I am directed by the Postmaster-
General to acquaint you, for the information of the High Commissioner for New Zealand, that
when the Cunard packet sailing from Liverpool on the second Saturday beforc the date of depar-
ture from San Irancisco is the ‘‘ Lusitania ’’ or the ‘‘ Mauretania ”’ the mails for the Dominion
intended for transmission vie San Francisco are forwarded from the United Kingdom to New
York on that day—-i.e., on the 11th day before the departure from San Francisco. When the
Cunard packet sailing on that day is the ‘* Campania ™ or any other slower steamer the mails
are forwarded from this country to New York by White Star packet three davs earlier—z.c., on
the second Wednesdav before the date of departure from San Francisco.

In ordinary course the mails. are forwarded by Cunard packet on two out of every three
occasions.

The proposed dates of despatch of mails from London for conveyance by way of San Francisco
are, so far as is at present known, 22nd April, 20th May, 14th June, 12th July, 12th August, and
9th September. These dates are, of course, subject to any alterations that may be made in the
sailings of the steamers mentioned. I have, &c., i

E. W. FarNaLL.

The Secretary to the High Commissioner for New Zealand, lLondon.

[Wn.-8.F. 11/128.]

No. 2.
The PostMasteEr, San Francisco, to the SEcrRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington.
SIR,— Post Office, Office of the Postmaster, San Franecisco, 12th April, 1911.

Referring to your communication of 9th March, 1911 [No. 75, F.-6, 1911}, 1 wish to
inform you that the delay in departure of the *‘ Maitai’’ on l4th December, 1910, was due to
the following circumstances :—

The sailing-hour was originally set for 3 p.m., and this office accordingly advertised the
mail closing as 12.30 p.m. Subsequently the agents of the steamer advanced the sailing of the
steamer to 2 p.m. The matter was then taken up with the agents by telephone, and upon the
.vepresentation that patrons of this office- would be misled it was agreed to hold the steamer to
permit of the wnail being closed promptly at 12.30 p.ui.  The last load of mail for despatch by
the ¢ Maitai’’ on 14th December, 1910, was sent from this office at 1.45 p.m., every endeavour
having been made by this office to expedite it as soon as possible after 12.30 p.m.

T am unable to state the cause of delay in the sailing of the steamer on the 8th February,
as the records do not show the reason. The last load left the office at 1.55 p.m. On that day,
however, the ‘“ Nippon Maru,”’ with mails for Hawaii, Philippines, and the Orient, sailed at
1 p.m., and the * Wilhelmina,”” with mails from Hawaii, also Australasian mails taken on at
Honolulu, arrived at 10.15 a.m. It is probable the delay was due to the large amount of mail
received, which taxed the efforts of all available help. However, every effort will be made to
prevent future delays in sailing of the steamers.
I have, &e.,

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. ArtaUr G. Fisg, Postmaster.

[Wn.-8.F. 11/113-4.]



F.—86. | 4

No. 3.
The SECOND AsSISTANT PosTMasTER-GENErAL, Washington, to the Hon. the PosTMASTER-GENERAL,
Wellington.
Sw,— Post Office Department, Washington, 18th April, 1911.

- With reference to previous correspondence [Nos. 50, 66, 74, &c., I'.-6, 1911] concerning
the expediting of mails from New Zealand landed by the Union Steam Ship Company’s steamers
at San Francisco, I have the honour, by direction of the Postmaster-General, to inform you that
since the inauguration of the service, clerks have been detailed to the dock from the San Francisco
office to check and to transfer mails for Europe and eastern destinations direct to overland trains,
and the delays which have hitherto occurred appear to be due to the fact that a considerable time
has elapsed between the docking of the steamer and the time the first mails are put on shore.

Under the new arrangement by which the steamers will be able to land their mails after
sunset, I trust that no connections will be missed. It will perhaps, however, be of assistance to
your office to understand that the connections with the fast Cunard steamers sailing from New
York on Wednesdays are made by the malil train leaving San Francisco at 10.40 a.m. the pre-
ceding Friday. I am informed by the Postmaster at San Francisco that the schedule time of
arrival of the Union Steam Ship Company’s steamers is Friday. When the later transcontinental
trains out of San Francisco at 6.40 p.m. or 9 p.m. Friday reach New York punctually it is some-
times possible to make a very close connection with the outgoing Cunard steamers. In the majority
of cases, however, the connecting train is that which I have mentioned, leaving San Francisco
Friday at 10.40 a.m. It would also much facilitate the handling of the mails at San Francisco
if you could arrange that those destined for points in the eastern part of the United States and
for Great Britain could be separated on the steamer and transferred to the postal clerks on the
dock accordingly. You can understand that where very close connection is to be made with out-
going trains from San Francisco the arrangement I have suggested might often be of prime
importance.

Under the circumstances I have described, every effort will be made to co-operate with your
Administration in securing the best connections from New York for your mails destined for Great
Britain, and I trust that hereafter, from the information I have supplied, you will be able to
operate the service of the Union Steam Ship Company’s steamers to the greatest advantage.

I have, &c.,
JosEPH STEWART,
Second Assistant Postmaster-General.

The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington, New Zealand.

[Wn.-S.F. 11/117.]

No. 4.

The GeneralL MaxagEr, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SECRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SiR,— Dunedin, 10th May, 1911.

It has been pointed out from San Francisco that a Saturday departure from New Zea-
land during the winter months in the Northern Hemisphere would imperil prompt transfer of
mails to the American railways that connect with the fast Atlantic steamers.

Unfortunately, it is impossible to leave Auckland on Friday, as there is barely sufficient time
at present for the necessary overhaul of machinery in Wellington. In view of the Vancouver
service being initiated from Auckland on the 4th August next, I would ask permission that Wel-
lington should be made the port of departure for the ‘‘Aorangi’’ [ Maitai '] time-tabled to
leave Auckland on the 26th August, and ‘‘ Maitai ”” [*‘ Aorangi ’’] 23rd September, thus antiei-
pating the provision of the contract by two voyages.

Trusting this application will receive favourable consideration at the hands of the Minister.

I have, &ec.,
~ C. HoupswortrH, General Manager.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[Wn.-S.F. 11/99.]

No. 5.

The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GExeEraL MawacEr, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 10th May, 1911.

I have the honour to refer to your claim for a subsidy of £1,666 13s. 4d. for the voyage
performed by the R.M.S. ¢ Aorangi,”’ which ended on the 11th ultimo, and tc ask you to submit
reasons why the penalty provided for in section 15 of the contract for the late arrival at San
Francisco and also in New Zealand should not be enforced.

I have, &o.,
. D. RoBERTSON, Sécretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Wn.-S.F. 11/82.]
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No. 6.

The SecrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL Mawacer, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

Sir,— - General Post Office, Wellington, 15th May, 1911.

I have the honour to inform you that when the R.M.S. ¢ Maitai’’ reached Wellington
from San Franeisco on the 27th ultimo a delay occurred in landing the mails, owing to their
not being separated according to their destinations. The day before the ‘‘Maitali’’ reached
Wellington a wireless message was sent to and received by the comumander, asking that the bags
for Auckland, Taranaki R.P.O., and Wellington be kept separate from other bags, in order to
admit of prompt delivery. The request was not, however, complied with, the explanation being
that the bad weather prevailing at the time prevented the handling of the bags.

In order to avoid a similar delay in future, I should be obliged if you would kindly give
instructions to the commanders of the mail steamers to sort the bags according to the directions
in which they are despatched, viz.: (1) Auckland; (2) Taranaki R.P.0.; (3) Wellington;
(4) Dunedin, Christchurch, and Invercargill. The baos for the three last- na,med places will be
separated by this Department s officers when they are being transferred to the steamer for
Lyttelton. I have, &ec.,

D. RoBerTsoN, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Wn.-S.F. 11/101.]

No. 7.
The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SmcoNDp AssisTANT POSTMASTER-GENERAL,
Washington.
S1r,— General Post Office, Wellington, 15th May, 1911.

1 have the honour to inform you that the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand
(Limited) has been requested by this Department to have the mail-bags sorted on board the inward
steamers as under, in order to admit of their prompt despatch from Wellington : (1) Auckland;
(2) Taranaki R.P.0.; (3) Wellington; (4) Dunedin, Christchurch, and Invercargill.

If your Department could help by shipping the bags in such a way as to facilitate the sorting
on board I should be obliged if you would kindly give the necessary instructions.
I have, &c.,
D. RoBerrson, Secretary.
The Second Assistant Postmaster-General, Washington, D.C.
[Wn.—S.F. 11/102.]

No. 8.
The SEcrRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SEcoND ASSISTANT POSTMASTER-GENERAL,
Washington.
SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 25th May, 1911,

Under the contract for the performance by the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zea-
land (Limited) of a mail-service between New Zealand and San Francisco, this Department is
required to claim on behalf of the company for the payment of sea-transit rates from countries
whose mails may be carried by steamers employed in the service. To enable the necessary claim
to be made, I have the honour to request that you will kindly supply this Administration with the
net weights of mails from the United States of America and other countries conveyed from San
Francisco by steamers of the Union Steam Ship Company from the 16th November, 1910; the
weights of mails from each country to be shown separately, so that the various rates can be appor-
tioned.

It is presumed that payment will be made on the basis of the Convention of Rome. In this
case the rates for correspondence from the United States of America and the United Kingdom are
as under :—

Mails from the United States of America for New Zealand and Australia—8 francs per kilo.
for letters and post-cards and 1 franc per kilo. for other articles.

Mails from the United Kingdom for New Zealand—523 francs per kilo. for letters and post-
cards and 65 centimes per kilo. Tor other articles.

Mails from the United Kingdom for Australia—5'55 franes per kilo. for letters and post-
cards and 69 centimes per kilo. for other articles.

The rates on correspondence from the United Kingdora for New Zealand are based on the
following mileages :-~—

Liverpool to New York ... ... 3,163 miles.
San Francisco to Papeete... ... 3,640
Papeete to Wellington ... o 2,340,
Wellington to Sydney ... ... L1200 ,,
Total ... 10,343 miles.
I have, &ec.,

D. RoserTson, Secretary.
The Second Assistant Postmaster-General, Washington, D.C.

[Wn.-8.F. 11/112.]
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No. 9.

The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the UNDER-SECRNTARY OF STATE FOR POSTS AND
TELEcRAPHS, Paris.

Sir,— : General Post Office, Wellington, 25th May, 1911.
- 1 have the honour to inform you that, under the contract for the performance by the
Union ‘Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited) of a mail-service between New Zealand
. and San Francisco, this Department is required to claim on behalf of the company payment of
sea-transit rates from countries whose mails may be carried by steamers employed in the service.
To enable the necessary claim to be made, I should be glad if vou would kindly supply this
Administration with the net weights of mail-matter despatched by steamers performing the service
from Tahiti to San Francisco and from Taihiti to New Zealand. If you agree, a return for one
despatch would suffice. In this case, the correspondence conveyed for a year would be estimated
on the basis of the one despatch.

This request is also being made to the Post Office of Tahiti.

I have, &c.,
D. RoBERTSON, Secretary.

The Under-Secretary of State for Posts and Telegraphs, Paris.

[Wn.-S.F. 11/109.]

[Letter of same date in similar terms to the Director of Posts, Papeete. ]

No. 10.
The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SEconp AssisTANT PosTMASTER-GENERAL,
Washington.
SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 26th May, 1911.

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 18th ultimo, on the
subject of the despatch of New Zealand mails eastward from San I'rancisco.

I beg to thank vou for the action you have taken with a view to securing the prompt despatch
of the mails. The Union Steam Ship Company has been requested to have mails for places in
the eastern part of the United States and for the United Kingdom separated on board the steamers
to facilitate their speedy transfer to the postal clerks on the dock at San Francisco.

I have, &c.,
D. RoBERT=ON, Secretary.

The Second Assistant Postmaster-General, Washington, D.C.

[Wn.-S.F. 11/118.]

No. 11.

The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.
SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 27th May, 1911.
I have the honour to enclose, for your information, copy of a letter, dated the 18th ultimo
[see No. 3], from the Washington Post Office, on the subject of the despatch across the United
States of mails froms New Zealand.

I should be obliged if you would kindly arrange, in accordance with the request made by the
Washington Office, for mails for places in the eastern part of the United States and for the United
Kingdom to be separated on the steamer. The Chief Postmasters at Wellington and Auckland
have been instructed to deliver the mails on board in such order as will facilitate separation of
the bags at the proper time. . I have, &c., .

’ D. RoBErTsON, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Wn.—8.F. 11/121.]

No. 12.

The GENERAL MaNAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcreTarY, General Post
Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SR, — Dunedin, 31st May, 1911. ‘
Referring to your letter of the 15th instant, regarding the stowage of inward mails, I
have much pleasure in replying that we have sent instrnetions to the captains of * Aorangi’’ and
““ Matai > to carry out the arrangement desired, and trust that it will be found to give entire

satisfaction. : I have, &c.,
: -R. McK. McoLexnax, for General Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Oftice, Wellington.
Wn.-8.F. 11/127.]



No. 13.

The GENERAL MaNAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Sir,— Dunedin, 31st May, 1911.

Referring to your letter of the 27th instant, with regard to the delivery of mails at San
Francisco, I have much pleasure in stating that we have sent the necessary instructions to the
captains of the ‘‘ Aorangi’’ and ‘‘ Maitai,”” with copy to our San Francisco agents, to the end
that the mails shall be so stowed that they will be available for delivery in the manner required
by the United States Post Office. I have, &ec.,

' R. McK. MCLENNAN, for General Manager.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[(Wn.-S.F. 11/127.]

No. 14.

The GENERaL ManageEr, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Sir,— Dunedin, 6th June, 1911.

With regard to the delay in arrival of ‘“ Aorangi,”” 11th April, as referred to in your
favour of 10th ultimo, I have to submit for your consideration the special circumstances. On the
voyage to San Francisco, and after leaving Papeete, one of the crank-shafts was found to be
working loose on the serew-shaft, which necessitated delay at sea effecting such repairs as could
be executed by the ship’s staff, and thereafter the steamer could only proceed at reduced speed.
On arrival at San Francisco every effort was made to have a new shaft fitted in quick time, but,
although the engineers worked continuously, they were unable to complete the repairs to enable
the steamer to sail before the 20th March, instead of her due date—viz., 8h March. We trust
that these reasons for the delay will be considered satisfactory, so that the penalty be not enforced.

I have, &ec.,
R. McK. McLENNAN, for General Manager.
The Secretary, General Post theo Wellington.
[(Wn.-S.F. 11/163.]

No. 15.

The Gexerat Manvacir, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrRETaRY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIr,— Dunedin, 7th June, 1911.
Referring to your favour of 20th ultimo [not printed], regarding the sea-postage from
United States, we have since received a further remittance through our San Francisco agents as
per copy of the Second Assistant Postmaster-General's letter of 20th March from Washington
attached [not printed]. I also attach a copy of the Second Assistant Postmaster-General’s letter of
9th February [not printed], in case you may not have one to refer to.

As the weights paid for from San Francisco to Oceania differ considerably from the weights
paid for from Papeete to New Zealand, we can only conclude that the later payment is for mail-
matter destined to Papeete only; but, again, the “ Navua,”” 4th November, came from Papeete
only, the ‘“ Aorangi,”” 16th November, being our first sailing through from San Francisco. We
are, therefore, puzzled to understand fhe remittances, hut send vou the copies referred to, as they
may be of assistance in your communication with Washington.

I have, &ec.,
R. McK. MclLEnwan, for General Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

[Wn-S.F. 11/133.]

No. 16.

The SEcRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GenxEraL MaxNacer, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

SIr,— General Post Office, Wellington, 13th June, 1911.

Referring to your letter of the 10th ultimo, I have the honour to inform you that, in
view of the Vancouver service being initiated from Auckland on the 4th August next, Government
iz agreeable to the despatch of the ‘“ Maitai,”” at present time-tabled to leave Auckland on the
26th August, and the ‘“ Aorangi’’ on the 23rd September, from Wellington instead of Auckland.
All provisions of the contract are otherwise to remain unaffected.

1 have, &c.,
D. RoBEerTsoN, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

[Wn.-S.F. 11/147.]
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No. 17.

The GENERAL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEorETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 156th June, 1911.
~ . . In view arranging time-table, would also like have your approval Fr’isco steamers
leaving Wellington Friday.

No. 18.

The GeENERAL MaNaGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Dunedin, 16th June, 1911.
SiNcE wiring you yesterday have received your letter 13th. Presume may advertise ‘‘ Maitai,”’
‘“ Aorangi,”’ 26th August, 22nd Septeniber, five p.m., from Wellington.

[Wn.-S.F. 11/141.]

No. 19.

The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 16th June, 1911.
Yus; please advertise ‘‘ Maital,”” ‘‘ Aorangi,”” twenty-fifth August, twenty-second September,
b p.m., from Wellington, as you suggest. Desirable, of course, that this advertisement should be

preceded by that of first departure Vancouver steamer from Auckland.
[Acknowledged, 16th June.]

No. 20.

The SEcCRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL MaNAGER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

S1R,— General Post Office, Wellington, 17th June, 1911.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, asking
that no penalty be imposed in respect of the late arrival in San Francisco and New Zealand of the
R.M.8. ““ Aorangi ’’ on the voyage begun at Auckland on the 11th February last.

In reply, 1 am to inform you that your company is liable for a payment of £516 for the
outward voyage and of £6566 for the inward voyage, representing in each case, the whole period
of the delay, but, under the circumstances, the Acting Postmaster-General remits the penalty
without agreeing that similar circumstances would be a fair ground for similar remission.

I have, &t.,
D. RoBerrsoN, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Wn.-S.F. 11/164.]

[Acknowledged, 26th June, 1911.]

No. 21.

The SmcreTaRY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL MAi\IAGER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

SIiR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 20th June, 1911.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the Tth instant, in reference
to the convevance of foreign closed mails on the inward voyages by steamers engaged in the
performance of the San Francisco maikservice.

As the ‘“ Navua’ conveyed the mails only from Papeete to New Zealand, it is presumed
that the Washington Post Office has credited your company with the conveyance from San
Francisco to Papeete in error. This conveyance relates to the old contract, under which the
duty of collecting the amounts due for the conveyance of inward correspondence does not devolve
on this Department.

The contract for the present service, as you know, requires this Department to claim on
behalf of your company payment of sea-transit rates from countries whose mails are carried by
steamers employed in the service; and the payments made direet by the Washington Office on
account of the conveyance by the ‘“ Aorangi’’ and the ‘“ Maitai >’ have, therefore, been made in
error. The Washington Office has already been requested to furnish the net weights of mails
from the United States of America and other countries conveyed from San Francisco by steamers
of vour company from the 16th November, 1910, so that the various rates can be apportioned;
but in view of the remittances to vour company now brought under notice, the matter will be
further represented. 1 have, &e.,

D. RoBErTsON, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Wn.-S.F. 11/178-9.]
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No. 22.

The Hon. the Acting Privi MiNisTer to the Hica COMMISSIONER.

SiRr,~— Prime Minister’s Office, Wellington, 26th June, 1911.

In reference to the Prime Minister’s letter of the 8th September last [No. 29, F.-6a4,
1910] announcing the establishing of the New Zealand to San Francisco mail-service, I have the
honour to inform you that, in view of the initiation of a service between New Zealand and
Vancouver from Auckland on the 4th August next, arrangements have been made for the port of
departure for the San Francisco mail steamers in August and September next to be Wellington
instead of Auckland. The date of the despatech in August will be the 25th, and in September
the 22nd. ’ I have, &e.,

J. A. Minpar, for Acting Prime Minister.
The Hon. Sir W. Hall-Jones, K.C.M.G., High Commissioner for New Zealand, London.
[Wn.-S.F. 11/148-154.]
[Acknowledged, 16th August, 1911.]

[Letters in similar terms sent to the Secretary, General Post Office, London; the Postmaster-
General, Washington, D.C.; the Under-Secretary of State for Posts and Telegraphs, Paris; the
Deputy Postmaster-General, Ottawa ; the Secretary, Postmaster-General’s Department, Melbourne;
the Resident Agent for New Zealand, San Franeisco. ]

No, 23.

The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin. )
S1R,~— General Post Office, Wellington, 26th June, 1911.
Referring to the late arrival of the ‘ Maitai’’ on the 22nd instant, which resulted in
failure to send on the Auckland mails by the Main Trunk express, I learn that the departure of
the ‘“ Maitai ”” from Rarctonga was late, owing to the large cargo of fruit shipped there. I should
be obliged if you would look into the matter with a view of ascertaining whether it is not possible
to make arrangements which will prevent a similar late departure in future.
I have, &c.,
D. RoBERTSON, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Wn.-S.F. 11/161.]

No. 24.

The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SEcoNp ASSISTANT POSTMASTER-GENERAL,
Washington, D.C. ‘
SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 3vd July, 1911,

1 have the honour to refer to my letter of the 25th May last, asking to be furnished with
the net weights of mails from the United States of America and other countries conveyed from
San Franecisco by steamers of the Union Steam Ship Company from the 16th November, 1910, in
order that a claim might be made on your Administration, on behalf of the company, for the
payment of sea-transit rates for all mails shipped at San Francisco in steamers employed in the
New Zealand — San Francisco mail-service.

The Union Steam Ship Company has submitted copies of your letters to its San Francisco
agents of the 9th February and 20th March last [not printed], notifying that payments for
conveyance of foreign closed mails as under have been arranged :—

From Papecte.

Letters. Prints. Parcels.
Grams. Grams. Grams.
16th November, 1910: ¢ Aorangi’ ... 1,298,365 10,956,645
14th December, 1910 : ‘‘ Maitai’® ... 572,402 4,351,216
From San Francisco.
16th November, 1916 : *° Aorangi ”’ ... 478,790 10,611,845 1,171,105
14th December, 1910 : ¢ Maitai” ... 601,355 8,862,225 1,923,735

As the mails in question were conveyed during the currency of the present contract, it is
desired, if possible, that payment should be arranged through this office.
I have, &ec., ,
D. Roserrson, Secretary.
The Second Assistant Postmaster-General, Washington, D.C.
[Wn.-8.F. 11/180 and 181.]

2—F. 6.
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No. 25.

The GeNERAL Manxager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Smcrrrary, General Post
Office, Wellington.

o ) Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
* SIR,— Dunedin, 3rd July, 1911.
I have the honour to submit, for the approval of the Postmaster-General, the time-table
[not printed] we propose for the San Francisco service running direct from Wellington to Raro-
tonga, thence to Papeete and San Francisco, returning via the same ports to Wellington. We
shall be pleased to receive formal approval on the earliest convenient date so that the time-table
may be published.
The hours of arrival and departure indicated on enclosure are approximate only, and it is
not intended to publish them. I have, &c.,
R. McK. McLenwan, for General Manager,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[Wn.-8.F. 11/188.]

No. 26.

The GENFRAL MaNAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEorerary, General Post
Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 3rd July, 1911.
Re your letter 26th June, ‘“ Maitai’’ arrived Rarotonga eleven Wednesday forenoon. Should
have sailed early Thursday afternoon. Detained for fruit till six, Friday morning. Principal
difficulty is shortage labour. We are instructing that mail-steamers must not be detained beyond
about six, Thursday evening, and are calling on shippers to assist manager in procuring labour.

[Wn.-S.F. 11/182.]
[Acknowledged, 6th July.]

No. 27.

The SrcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GeNeraL MaNaGER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.
SiRr,— General Post Office, Wellington, 13th July, 1911,
1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3rd instant, submitting
the time-table proposed for the New Zealand — San Francisco mail-service for a year from the 25th
August next.

The time-table is approved I have, &e.,
D. RoOBERTSOX, Secretary

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Wn.-S.F. 11/194.]

No. 28.

The DirEcror oF Posts, Papeete, to the SmorETARY, General Post Office, Wellington.

SIR,— Papeete, 13th July, 1911,

In order to enable your Administration to calculate the transit rates to be paid to the
Union Steam Ship Company for the conveyance of mails between New Zealand, Tahiti, and San
Francisco, I have the honour to forward you herewith, in accordance with your letter of the 25th
May last, a statement of the weight of the postal matter forwarded from Papeete by the last mails
both to San Francisco and to New Zealand :—

Per ‘“ Maitai ’’ for San Franecisco, 9th July, 1911—

Letters, post-cards ... 43500 kilos.

Newspapers, samples, &c. ..o 28350 ,,
Per ‘“ Aorangi’’ for Welhng(on 10th July 1911—

Letters, post-cards .. 4460 kilos.

Pr 1nted matter, samples . 7300 ,,

I trust that this information will be sufficient to give you an idea of the approximate quantity
of correspondence forwarded annually from Papeete by the steamers of the Union Steam Ship Com-
pany both to San Francisco and to New Zealand. T have, &c.,

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. J. CaboustEeav.
[Wn.-S.F. 11/265.]

No. 29.

The SEcoNp ASSISTANT PoSTMASTER-GENERAL, Washington, to the Hon, the PosrTMaSTER-GENERAL,
Wellington.

SIr,— Post Office Department, Washington, 18th July, 1911,

Referring to this Department’s reply under date of the 3rd instant [not printed], and
to your letter of the 25th May, 1911, respecting the compensation due for the sea-conveyance of
United States and foreign closed mails despatched by steamers of the Union Steam Ship Company
sailing from San Francisco for New Zealand, 1 have the honour, by direction of the Postmaster-



11 F.—es.

General, to inform you that, in accordance with the arrangenent referred to in the correspondence
closing with this Department’s reply under date of the 16th of April, 1910 [No. 47, F.—6, 1910},
to your letter of the 8th of March, 1910 [No. 34, F.—6, 1910], this Department settles quarterly
with the J. D. Spreckels and Bros. Company, of San Francisco, California, for the conveyance of
the mails in question, settlements having already been made up to and including the quarter
ended the 31st March, 1911.

The rates of compensation—4 francs per kilogram for letters and post-cards and B0 centimes
per kilogram for other articles—allowed by this Department for the conveyance of the mails in
question are the maximum rates allowable by this Department for the sea-conveyance of mails
despatched from the United States to foreign countries, and are the same rates as those allowed
for similar service by the longest routes across the Pacific from San Franciseco to Japan, China,
or Australia.

In this connection reference is had to this Department’s letters of the 4th December, 1908
[No. 42, F.—-6, 1909], of the 10th June, 1909 [No. 61, F.-6, 1909], of the 13th August, 1909 [No. 13,
F.—6, 1910], and of the 16th April, 1910 [No. 47, F.-6, 1910].

I have, &e.,
JosEPH STEWART,
Second Assistant Postmaster-General.
The Hon. the Postinaster-General, Wellington, New Zealand.
[Wn.-S.F. 11/268.]

.

No. 30.

The SEconND AsSISTANT PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Washington, to the Hon. the PosSTMASTER-GENERAL,
Wellington.

SIR,— Post Office Department, Washington, 25th July, 1911.

By direction of the Postmaster-General, I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of
your letter of the 15th May last, relative to sorting the mail-bags for New Zealand on board the
steamers sailing from San Francisco, in order to facilitate their prompt despatch from Wellington.

In reply, I am to inform you that the office of San Francisco reports in regard to the matter
as follows :—

““ As far as possible, mail-bags for New Zealand are sorted in accordance with the suggestion
of the Department, but it is not possible to do this until the mail has been brought to the steamer.
The separation is then made by the ship’s company. ‘

““ Whenever it is possible, this mail is turned over to the steamship company in a manner
calculated to assist in this distribution, as far as possible. As the despatch of mail to the steamer
frequently commences between twenty-four and forty-eight hours before she sails, it is not possible
to do any more than keep the bags for one place as much together as possible in each despatch
from the main office to the steamer dock. This is being done, and at all times in despatching
these mails the matter of the separation suggested in your letter will be kept in view.”

I have, &e.,
JosEPH STEWART,
Second Assistant Postmaster-General.

The How. the Postmaster-General, Wellington, New Zealand.

[Wn.-S.F. 11/235.]

No. 31.

The SEcRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SEcrETARY, Postmaster-General’s Depart-
ment, Melbourne. .
Sin,— General Post Office, Wellington, 10th August, 1911.
I have the honour to inform you that under the contract for the performance by the
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited) of the mail-service between New Zealand
and San Francisco, this Department is required to claim on behalf of the company payment for
the conveyance by steamers employed in the service of mails from other countries. It is under-
gtood that the mail-matter from Australia conveyed by this service has increased greatly since
the statistics were taken in May, 1909. On this account it is proposed that your Department
pay for the conveyance during the present year on the basis of the mail-matter which will be
forwarded from the Australian States for despatch by the steamer for San Francisco leaving Wel-
lington on the 22nd proximo. I should be glad if you would agrec to this, and furnish this office
with a statement showing the net weight of the mail-matter in question.
I have, &ec.,
D. Roserrson, Secretary.
The Secrctary, Postmaster-General’s Department, Melbourne.
[Wn.—S.F. 11/204.]

No. 32.

The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GrnerAL Mavacrr, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.
StR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 12th August, 1911,

1 have the honour to request that you will arrange for the steamers for San Francisco
to leave Wellington on Fridays at 6 instead of 5 p.mn. As the steamer for Sydney on Fridays
sails also at B p.m. there is a pressure of work in the Wellington office after 4 p.m., and there is
not time for mails for foreign offices received by the Main Trunk train at 4.7 p.m. to be made
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up here for despatch at 5 p.m. If the steamer’s departure could be fixed for 6 p.m. it would not
be necessary to adopt the unsatisfactory expedient of having mails for foreign places made up-in
the - Auckland-Wellington Railway travelling post-office. 1t would frequently be practically
impossible to make the required division of foreign mails in the travelling post-office, and it would
always be difficult to arrive at the correct weights.
N I have, &e.,

D. RosErT8ON, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

[Wn.—8.F. 11/210.] '

[Acknowledged, 17th August. Oral intimation received fhat the steamer could not be delayed
after 5 p.m.] :

No. 33.
The SecrETARY, General Post Office, London, to the Hon. the PostamasTir-GENERAL, Wellington.
SIR,— General Post Office, London, 19th August, 1911, °*

With reference to your letter of the 26th June last, stating that in view of the establish-
ment of the new mail-service between Auckland and Vancouver, Wellington instead of Auckland
will be the port of departure of the steamers performing the mail-service to San Francisco in this
month and next, I am directed by the Postmaster-General to inquire whether the altered arrange-
ment will be permanent, and whether it will result in any acceleration of the service from New
Zealand to San Franecisco. 1 have, &ec.,

The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington. A B. WarLknuy.
[Wn.--S.F. 11/246.]

No. 34.
The Hon. the AcTiNG PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Wellington, to the Sucrerary, General Post Office,
: London.
SIR,~— General Post Oftice, Wellington, 25th August, 1911,

I have the honour to inform you that mails for London, London Forward, and England
will be made up on the Auckland-Wellington Railway travelling post-office for despateh via San
Francisco commencing with the despatch of to-day. The train reaches Wellington at 4.7 p.m.;
and it is found to be impossible to make up the mails in the Wellington office in time for despatch
by the steamer at 5 p.m. The steamer cannot be detained after 5 p.m.

. I have, &e.,
D. RoserTson, for the Acting Postmaster-General.
The Secretary, General Post Office, London.
[Wn.—S.F. 11/%26.]

[Letter in similar terms sent to Second Assistant Postmaster-General, Washington, in respect
of mails for San Franecisco. |

No. 35.

The Hicn ComMissionEr to the Right Hon. the Priys Minisver.
Westminster Chambers, 13 Vietoria Street, London, S.W.,
StR,— 26th August, 1911,

- In continuation of my letter of the 16th instant [not printed}, I have the honour to
enclose hercin copy of a letter from the General Post Office, received in reply to mine intimating
the change in port of departure of the steamers performing the San Francisco mail-service during
August and September. I also annex copy of my reply to the inquiry contained in the Post Office’s

letter.
* * * * * *

' I have, &c., .
The Right Hon. the Prime Minister, Wellington. Wu. Havn-Jowes.
[Wn.-S.F. 11/261.1

Enclosure 1 in No. 35.
The Szcrutary, General Post Office, London, to the SeoriTARY to the High Commissioner.

SIR,— General Post Office, London, 19th August, 1911.

I am directed to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th instant [not printed]
stating that, according to a despatch received by the High Commissioner from the New Zealand
Government, Wellington instead of Auckland will be the port of departure of the steamers per-
forming the mail-service to San Francisco in this month and next. Similar information has
been received from the New Zealand Post Office, and an inquiry has bheen addressed to that office
whether the altered arrangement will be permanent, and whether it will result in any acceleration
of the service to San Francisco.

It the High Commissioner is in possession of information on these points, perhaps you will
be good enough to let me know. I have, &ec.,
‘ A. B. WarkLEY.
The Secretary to the High Commissioner for New Zealand, London.

[Wn.-S.F. 11/260.]
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Enclosure 2 in No. 35.
The SEcrETARY to the High Commissioner to the SorETARY, General Post Office,” Loudon.
DIK,— London, 23rd August, 1911.

I am directed by the High Commissioner to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
19th instant, with regard to Wellington instead of Auckland being the port of departure of the
steamers performing the mail-service to San Francisco in this month and next.

In answer to the last paragraph of vour letter, I am directed to state that the High Com-
missioner has not received any informativn as to whether the altered arrangement is to be per-
manent, or whether it will result in the acceleration of the service to San Francisco.

Doubtless you observed from the contract for this service, of which a copv was sent you with
my letter of the 4th February last, that in clause 31 provision is made as follows: ‘In the event
of the Vancouver service being established at any time during the currency of this contract, and
Auckland included as a port of call both ways, the Postmaster-General may, if the service to and
from San Francisco is considered to be satisfactory, extend this agreement for a term of two
years from the nineteenth day of October, one thousand nine hundred and eleven, with Wellington
as the inward and outward New Zealand port of call.” I have, &c.,

, The Secretary, General Post Office, London, E.C. C. Wray PALLISER.
[Wn.—S.F. 11/259.]

No. 36.

The GENERAL MANAGFR Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SrcRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship (Jompany of New Zealand (Limited),
Sir,— Dunedin, 1lst September, 1911.

Referring to your favour of the 20th June, regarding payment for mails from San Fran-
cisco, in order to keep you apprised of whatever remittances come to us through our San Francisco
agents, I now enclose copies of advices dated Washington, 12th May and 6th June, from the Second
Assistant Postmaster General to'our San Francisco agents, covering remittances for mails per
““ Aorangi,” 1lth January, ‘‘ Maitai,”’ 8th February, ‘¢ Aorangi,”” 20th March, and ‘¢ Talune,”
24th March.

It occurs to us that the May advide refers to American mails only, and that the later advice,
6th June, applies to European, &c., mails coming through the United States Post Office. If our
conjecture is correct, we take it that there is a further payment due to us, for the American mails,
of 4 francs per kilo. for letters and 50 centimes per kilo. for prints; and similarly for the mails
referred te in our letter of the 7th June.

Meantime we await with much interest the result of your correspondence with Washmgton

I have, &ec.,
- R. McK. McLennan, for General Manager.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. :
[(Wn.-S.F. 11/273.]

Enclogsure 1 in No. 36.

The SEconp ASSISTANT PosTMASTER-GENErRAL, Washington, to the AcExTs, Union Steam Ship
Company, San Francisco.
Post Office Department, Washington, 12th May, 1911.
I have the honour to report that the steamers of the Union Steam Ship Company (foreigu
register) have conveyed the following mails from San Francisco to Oceania during the quarter
ended 3lst March, 1911, and that the service so performed has been recognized by this Depart-
ment and referred to the Auditor for payment.

Sirs,—

Date. Vessel. } Letters. Prints. Parcel Post.
1911. Grams. Grams. Grams.
January 11 | Aorangi .. e 698,990 13,007,185 1 2,058,180
February 8 | Maitai . j 497,595 8,396,165 2,314,210
March 20-| Aorangi .. e 85,990 2,320,385 ‘ 513,610
March 24 | Talune . ‘ 528,115 7,949,330 J\ 1,815,225
. 1,810,690 31,673,065 | 6,701,225
! 6,701,225 ‘
| 1,810,690 38,374,290
) Franes.
1,810,690 grams of letters, at 4 f. per kilo. 7,242-76
38,374,290 grams of prints, at 50 cm. per kilo. 19,187-14-10

Total sea-postage . 26,429-90-101,,
or $5,100-90
T have, &ec.,
JOSEPH STEWART,
Second Assistant Postmaster-General.
Union Steam Ship Company, J. D. Spreckels and Bros. Company, San Franeisco.

[Wn.-8.F. 11/272.]
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Enclosure 2 in No. 36.

The Smconp Assiswans PostMastRr-GeneraL, Washington, to the Aemnrs, Union Steam Ship
Company, San Franeisco.

SIRS,~ Post Office Department, Washington, 6th June, 1911.

s I have the honour to report that the steamers of the Union Steam Ship Company have
conveyed the following foreign closed wails from San Francisco and Papeete tc and via New Zea-
land during the quarter ended 31st March, 1911, and that the service so performed has been recog-
nized by this Department and referred to the Auditor for payment.

Date. ( Vessel. r Letters. : Prints.
| }
1911. ; ; Grams. | Grams.
January 11 | Aorangi .. . . . .. i 281,733 ( 2,761,869
February 8 | Maitai . 1,167,106 | 8,818,027
March 20 | Aorangi .. .. .. . . 1,850 152,355
March 24 } Talune .. .. .. .. .. 424,002 ‘ 2,944,749
‘ \
| 1,874,691 j 14,677,000
i Francs.
1,874,691 grams of letters, at 4 f. per kilo. .. .. .. .. 7,498-76
14,677,000 grams of prints, at 50 em. per kilo. .. .. .. 7,33850
Total sea-postage . . .. e 14.,837-26 f.,

or $2,863-59
I have, &¢.,
JOSEPH STLWART,
Second Assistant Postmaster-General.
Union Steam Slip Company, J. D. Spreckels and Bros. Company, San Francisco.

No. 37.

The SBCRETARY, Postmaster-General’s Department, Melbourne, to the SuECRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Sir,— Postmaster-General’s Department, Melbourne, 12th September, 1911.
With reference to your letter of the 10th ultimo, relative to the mail-service between New
Zealand and San Francisco, proposing that this Department should pay for the conveyance: of
its mails during the present year on the basis of the mail-matter which will be forwarded for
despatch by the steamer for San Franecisco, leaving Wellington on the 22nd instant, I have the
honour to inform you that, while the Universal Postal Union Convention of Rome (1906), clause 3
of Detailed Regulation XXXIII, provides for a new statistical account when an important modifica-
tion takes place in the flow of correspondence, the Convention does not appear to provide for such
being done as the result merely of an increase in the volume of postal business; if the latter were
the case, it is thought that new statistical accounts between our respective countries in regard to
all services would be warranted.
2. 1 should be glad of further information in the matter; in the meantime, however, the
necessary instructions have been issued for record to be taken of the weight of the mails as proposed.
I have, &c.,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. JusTinian OxunNmAM, Secretary.
[Wn.-8.F. 11/282.] '

No. 38.

The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL MamNAGER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 13th September, 1911.

In reference to your letter of the 1st instant, respecting payment by the United States
Post Office to your company for the inward conveyance of mails from the United States and other
gountries by the New Zealand — San Trancisco service, I have the honour to inform you that this
Department is not in a position to check the statements of weights for the March quarter of this
year, of which you submitted copies. With the exception of the mails for Australia, the weights
of the correspondence are not advised on the letter-bills, and letter-bills for Papeete mails are not
received at this office. The Washington Post Office was asked to supply this Department with the
net weights, and to make payments through this office instead of through the J. D. Spreckels and
Brothers Company. A reply has been received that by arrangement accounts are settled through
the company. The matter has beeg6 again repres:nted, but no*further reply*has yet been ;'eceived

* *

I have, &ec.,
D. RoBERTSON, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[(Wn.—S.F. 11/275.]
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No. 39.

The Generar Mawacur, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SmcrETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Sir,— Dunedin, 29th September, 1911.

I have to thank you for your letter of 13th instant . . . We have not, in the mean-
time, written to our San Franciseo agents on the subject, so they will continue to receive whatever
remittances Washington may make to them on our account, although our contract with New Zea-
land provides for payment to you. We, of course, advise you as soon as any remittances come to
hand of the particulars we receive. Would vou prefer that our agents should ask Washington to
send the payments to you direct?! I have, &e.,

R. McK. Mcol.ennan, for General Manager.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
(Wn.-S.F. 11/277.]

No. 40.

The GEnErAL MaNAcER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrETARY, General Post
Oftice, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Sir,— Dunedin, 29th September, 1911.

Fe the extension of the San I'rancisco service as provided for in paragraph 31 of the
contract, the extension was probably sufficiently confirmed by your letter of 13th July approving.
of the time-table for the year from 25th August. Is it necessary to have a formal supplement to the
contract extending it for two years from 19th October, 19117 The question oceurs to us from
an inquiry made by the Government of Tahiti as to whethel our agents there would guarantee the
continuance of the service until October or November, 1913.

I have, &ec.,
R. McK. McLevNan, for General Manager.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[Wn.—-S.F. 11/248.]

No. 41.

The Sucrurary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SECRETARY, Postmaster-General’s
Department, Melbourne.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 3rd October, 1911.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 12th ultimo, in reply
to mine of the 10th August last, proposing that your Department pay for the conveyance of
Australian mails by the New Zealand — San Francisco contract steameérs on the basis of the matter
forwarded for despatch by the steamer which left Wellington on the 22nd ultimo.

It is the case that under the provisions of the Postal Union Convention no Administration
is bound to pay on fresh statistics taken at intermediate periods between the regular statisties
on account of increased correspondence. It is thought, however, that you might be disposed to
treat the service as a special one, for the reason that when the orviginal statisties were taken in
May, 1909, the service controlled by New Zealand ran as far as Tahiti only, the balance of the
conveyance being by steamers sgbsidized by the United States of America. Moreover, the service
running in 1909 was a five-weekly one only, while the existing service is a four-weekly one. It
is considered that the increased frequency and the general convenience of the through service
might fairly be regarded as an important modification in the flow of correspondence, and I should
be glad to hear that you are prepared to regard the question in this light. I may explain that,
under arrangements with the contractors, payments by the Commonwealth Government will be
handed over to them in addition to the subs1dv of £21,666 paid for the convevance of New Zealand
mail-matter. I have, &e.,

D. ROBERTSON, Secretary.

The Secretary, Postn:aster-General’s Department, Melbourne.

[Wn.—S.F. 11/284.]

No. 42.
The Hon. the PostMASTER-GENERAL, Wellington, to the SEcrETARY, General Post Office, London.
SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 6th October, 1911.

In reply to your letter of the 19th August last, I have the honour to inform you that the
arrangements made for the port of departure for the San Irancisco mail-steamer to be Wellington
instead of Auckland are permanent. The time between Wellington and San Franeisco is twenty
days and a half (492 hours), and reversely twenty-one days (505 hours); but in practice the time
is twenty days. The steamer is now due to arrive at San Francisco on Thursday night, instead of
TFriday morning as under the old time-table. I have, &ec., _

D. RoBerrsoN, for the Postmaster-(zeneral,
The Secretary, General Post Office, London.

|Wn,-$.F. 11/268.]
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No. 43.

The SmormTary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GrnErAL MaNaGrr, Union Steam Ship
: Company, Dunedin.
Sir,— : General Post Office, Wellington, 11th October, 1911,
: In reference to vour letter of the 29th ultimo, respecting payment for the inward
conveyance of mails from the United States and other countries by the New Zealand — San
¢ Francisco contract steamers, I have the honour to inform you that the Department is awaiting a
reply from the Washington Post Office, and, pending the receipt of a reply, would prefer that the
matter be not represented by your San Francisco agents.
1 have, &ec.,
D. RosErTsON, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

(Wn.-S.F. 11/279.]

No. 4.

The GENERAL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SrorRETARY, General Post
' Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),

Sir,— Dunedin, 28th October, 1911.

With reference to your favour of 11th instant, regarding payment for mails from United
States, &c., I now enclose for your information copies of the statements accompanying payments
made by the Washington Post Office Department, through our San Franecisco agents, for the
quarter ended 30th June, 1911. ‘

In accordance with your desire, expressed in your letter referred to above, we are not
addressing our San Francisco agents on the subject of these payments, and will just allow them
to continue receiving the remittances as forwarded by the Washington Post Office, pending further
communication from you. I have, &o., ‘

R. McK. McLennaN, for General Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

(Wn.-S.F. 11/288.]

Enclosure 1 in No. 44,
The SECOND ASSISTANT PoSTMASTER-GENERAL, Washington, to the AgEnrs, Union Steam Ship
Company, San Francisco. *
SIRS, — Post Office Depariment, Washington, 10th August, 1911,
‘ T have the honour to veport that the steamers of the Union Steam Ship Company have
conveyed foreign closed mails from San Francisco to and vie New Zealand during the quarter

Date. ' Vessel. e Letters. J Prints
1911. ’ Grams. Grams.
April 5 | Maitai 624,676 7,516,600
May 3 Manuka 1,072,681 : 7,448,512
May 31 | Maitai - 1,088,221 | 9,882,774
June 28 | Aorangi { 315,177 4,602,196
| 3,100,754 29,450,082
- ' Franes.
3,100,754 grams of letters at 4 f. per kilo. .. . .. 12,403-01-12
29,450,082 ‘grams of prints at 50 cm. per kilo. .. . .. 14,795-04-20
Total compensation allowable .. .. .. .. 27,128-06-14 1.,
“or $5,285-72
I have, &ec.,

JouN W. HorLypay,
Second Assistant Postmaster-General.
The Union Steam Ship Company, J. D. Spreckels Bros. and Co., San Franeisco.
[Wn.—S.F. 11/286.]
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Enclosure 2 in No. 44.

The Spconp AssisTaNT PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Washington, to the AgeNTs, Union Steam Ship
Company, San Francisco.
Sirg,— Post Office Department., Washington, August, 1911,
: I have the honour to report that the steamers of the Union Steam Ship Company (foreign
register) have conveyed the following mails from San Francisco to Tahiti, New Zealand, and
Australia during the quarter ended 30th June, 1911, and that the service so performed has been
recognized by this Department and referred to the Auditor for payment.

Date. Vessel. Letters. ( Prints. \ Parcel Post.
’ |
1911. . Grams. Grams. [\ Grams.
April 5 | Maitai .. .. .. 540,330 8,892,625 | 796,710
May 5 | Manuka . e .. 346,320 5,494,610 ‘ 554,880
May 31 | Maitai .. .. .. 490,900 7,827,004 ‘ 2,144 410
June 28 ' Aorangi N .. .. 461,450 6.501,243 \ 2,377,135
!
1,839,000 28,715,482 5,873,135
.. 5,873,136 ..
1,839,000 34,588,617 |
: j
Francs.
1,839,000 grams letters, at 4 f. per kilo. .. .. .. 7,356-00
34,588,617 grams prints, at 50 cm. per kilo. .. .. .. 17,294-30-17
Total sea-postage .. . . . .. 24,650-80-17 £.,
or $4,757-51
I have, &c.,

Jory W. Horrypay,
Second Assistant Postmaster-General.
The Union Steam Ship Company, J. D. Spreckels Bros. and Co., San Francisco.
[Wn.-S.F. 11/287.]

No. 45.

The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL MaNacEr, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 2nd November, 1911.
In reply to your letter of the 29th September, I have the honour to inform you that the
Hon. the Postmaster-General agrees to the extension of the service for the carriage of mails
between New Zealand and San Francisco for a period of two years from the 20th October. The
details of the extended service may, if necessary, be arranged later.
’ I have, &c.,
W. R. Morris, for Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

[Wn.-S.F. 11/295.]

No. 46.

The ResipeNT AGENT for New Zealand, San Francisco, to the SEcrETARY, General Post Office,
Wellington.

SIR,— Resident Agency for New Zealand, San Francisco, 6th November, 1911.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of the 7th January,
1911 [No. 60, F.-6, 1911], asking for information in connection with an alleged purely mail
train to or from this city and the Atlantic seaboard.

In reply, I would say that there is not any train as described. The mails east and west
bound are despatched from and arrive at Chicago by special fast mail train to and from Omaha,
but merge with the ordinary train at that point bound west, and switch at that point for Chicago
when bound east. There are no special mail trains west of Nebraska.

I have, &e.,
H. STEPHENSON SMITH,
Resident Agent for the Dominion.
The Sacretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[Wn.-8.F. 12/16.]

[Information given to Union Steam Ship Company on 20th December, 1911.]
3—F. 6.
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No. 47.

The SecrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL MaNaGER, Union Steam Ship
. Company, Dunedin. -

SIiR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 16th December, 1911.
. I have the honour to refer to the trip of the R.M.S. * Maitai,”” ended on the 8th instant.
The trip from San Francisco occupied 524 hours, nineteen hours over the contract time. The
vessel arrived at Rarotonga on the 29th ultimo at 3.40 p.m., and did not get away from there
until 1.26 a.m. on Friday, the 1st instant; and no doubt this detention contributed to the late
arrival of the mail at Wellington. In your telegram of the 3rd July last you informed me that
the steamers would not be detained at Rarotonga beyond about 6 p.m. on Thursdays. I shall be
glad of your remarks. I have, &c.,

D. Rorrrrson, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

[Wn.-S.F. 11/817.] .

No. 48.

The GENERAL MaNAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SECrRETARY, General Post
Oftice, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Sir,— Dunedin, 3rd January, 1912,

In reply to your letter of the 16th ultimo, regarding the late arrival of the ‘‘ Maitai "’
on the 8th idem, I have to submit, for your consideration, the special circumstances, which were
as follows: The ‘‘Maitai’’ -arrived at Rarotonga at 3.24 p.m., Wednesday, 29th November
(Western tim:e), she not being due there until Thursday morning. Handling of cargo in the
open roadstead is, however, very slow work, and on Thursday afternoon, when the ship was due
to sail, there still remained a quantity of fruit to be shipped. Our standing instructions are
that the steamer must not be delayed beyond about 6 p.m., but with a proviso that if there is
perishable cargo to be shipped, and the master considers the weather indications favourable for
a good run to Wellington, he may, at his own discretion, remain an hour or two longer. On
this occasion the captain of the ‘‘ Maitai’’ anticipated being able easily to make up his lost
time, but, unfortunately, the steamer ran into a succession of westerly gales, with very heavy
head sea, shortly after leaving Rarotonga, and until arrival at Wellington. Nearing Wellington
it became apparent that nothing would be gained by pressing against the adverse weather to
arrive after dark on Thursday, so a daylight arrival on Friday was aimed at.

As the prime cause of the delay was the desire to prevent the loss of perishable cargo at
Rarotonga, we trust that the foregoing explanation will be considered satisfactory.
1 have, &o.,
R. McK. McLEenvaN, for General Manager.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[(Wn-S.F. 12/4.]

No. 49.

The GENERAL Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SecrErary, General Post
Office, Wellington. '

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Sir,— Dunedin, 3rd January, 1912. .
Referring to our letter of this date in explanation of the late arrival of ‘° Maitai ”’
from San Francisco on the Sth ultimo, the question again arises as to whether, when all the fruit
offering ‘at Rarotonga cannot be placed aboard in time to let the steamer away to Wellington by,
say, 6 p.m. on their Thursday, the steamer should not wait a few hours longer. If it can be shown
that the steamer reached Rarotonga up to time, and that all due diligence was exercised in pro-
secution of the voyage from there to Wellington, will you be satisfied to let her remain at Rarotonga
until, say, midnight rather than leave perishable cargo behind?
I have, &ec.,
R. McK. McLenwan, for General Manager.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[Wn.-8.F. 12/6.]

No. 50.

The GENERAL MaNAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SeEcrETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington. '

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,— Dunedin, 5th January, 1912,

As it appears unnecessary now to despatch the San Francisco steamers from New Zealand
so close upon the sailing dates of the Vancouver service, we beg to suggest that while we continue
to employ three steamers to maintain the running between San Francisco and New Zealand and
Australia, they might be despatched a week earlier from this end, maintaining the dates as at
present time-tabled from San Francisco. If you are agreeable to the change we contemplate
accelerating the sailing on the 30th March to the 23rd March from Sydney and the 29th March
from Wellington, with succeeding despatches every twenty-eight days, provided that we shall be
at liberty to revert to the current order of sailings at any time on giving, say, two months’ notice
of change. - D
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While on this subject I have to mention that we are considering the substitution of the
‘“Manuka ’’ for the ‘‘ Maitai’’ from Sydney in March, and for a few trips after, if not per-
manently. The ‘“ Manuka >’ has at present no cold storage for cargo, but as the season for such
shipments will practically close with the preceding sailing, this may not cause inconvenience.
Should we find later that cold storage is required to an extent sufficient to warrant a change of
steamers we could send the ‘“ Moana ’’ in place of the ‘° Manuka.”’

We shall feel very much obliged for a reply by telegraph whether you are agreeable to these
proposals, so that, if decided upon, we can announce the changes.

I have, &ec.,
C. HoLpsworTH, General Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

[(Wn.-S8.F. 12/1.]

No. 51. V
The ResipEnt AGENT for New Zealand, San Francisco, to the SECcrRETARY, General Post Office,
‘ Wellington.
Sir,— Resident Agency for New Zealand, San Francisco, 10th January, 1912.

I have the honour to inform you that, on account of an accident and delay to a mail-car
containing a large portion of the through mails front Europe to the Dominion ex steamier
““ Lusitania,”’ it has been necessary to delay the departure of the steamer ‘‘ Tahiti’’ from this
port until the arrival of the overland express due here at 7.10 p.m. Due notice, as per copy of
letter enclosed, has been served upon Messrs. Hind, Rolph, and Co., agents for the Union Steam
Ship Company of New Zealand. It is quite probable that the ‘ Tahiti”’ may be compelled to
remain here until late to-night. R

I have not yet received any statement of the cause of this accident, but expect to report fully
by the next mail.

I would state for your information that the mails homeward bound which arrived here by
the R.M.S8. ¢ Tahiti’’ left New York to-day by the steamer ‘‘ Lusitania,”” and I trust will make
an early arrival at destination in Europe.

i have, &c.,
H. STEPHENSON SMITH,
Resident Agent for the Dominion of New Zealand.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

Wn.-S.F. 12/29.]

[Acknowledged 7th February, 1912.]

Enclosure in No. 51.

The ResmeNT AgENT for New Zealand, San Franciéco, to Messrs. Hino, Rowrpu, anp Co., San
Francisco, Agents for the Union Steam Ship Company.’ ’

GENTLEMEN,— Resident Agency for New Zealand, San Francisco, 10th January, 1912,

I have the honour to inform you that, on account of accident and delay to the mail-car
bound to this city containing a large portion of the through mails from Europe for the Dominion
of New Zealand, it will be necessary to delay the departure from this eity of the R.M.S. * Tahiti,”
scheduled to leave this day at 11 a.m.

I am informed by the Railway Mail Service Department that the delayed mails are due-in this
city at 7.10 to-night, but on account of the inclemency of the weather it is extremely .probable that
some further delay will occur. Therefore I request you to hold the steamer ‘ Tabiti ” until such
hour as is requisite to effect the connection between the mail train and the steamer.

This notification is in accordance with the terms and conditions of the contract for the
conveyance of mails between this city and the Dominion now existing with your company.

1 have, &e.,
H. StepHENSON SMITH,
Resident Agent for the Dominion of New Zealand.

Messrs. Hind, Rolph, and Co., Agents for the Union Steam Ship Company of
New Zealand (Limited), San Franeisco.

[Wn.-S.F. 12/28.] .

No. 52.

The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the DirEcTor or Posts, Tahiti.

SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 11th January, 1912.

I have the honour to refer to your letter of the 13th July last, supplying this Administra-
tion with the net weights of mail matter despatched by steamers of the Union Steam.Ship Company
of New Zealand (Limited) from Tahiti to San Francisco on the 9th and from Tahiti to Wellington
on the 10th idem. _ _

I now enclose, in duplicate, a statement [not printed] show.mg the'amount of'fr. 6,666°3 to be
due by your office for the conveyance of the mail matter in question during the period 19th October,
1910-31st December, 1911, I have, &e.,

. . D. RoBERTSON,
The Director of Posts, Tahiti. Secretary. -

Wn.-S.F. 11/323.]
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No. 53.

The SeEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 11th January, 1912,
; I have the honour to acknowledge the reccipt of your letter of the 3rd instant, asking
that when the inward steamer reaches Rarotonga up to time and due diligence is exzercised in
prosecution of the voyage thence to Wellington, permission be given for the vessel to wait at
Rarotonga on Thursdays until midnight, if necessary, in respect of the shipment of perishable
cargo.
g'The Department accedes to the request. The steamer should, however, arrive in Welhngton
in time for the mails to connect with the Main Trunk express train for Auckland.
I have, &ec.,
D. RoBERTSON, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Wn.-8.F. 12/7.]

No 54.

The Srecrerary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL Mawacer, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 12th January, 1912.
Your letter bth instant. Proposal therein to despatch San Francisco steamer from Wellington
on 29th March, and every twenty-eight days thereafter, to revert to present time-table on giving
two months’ notice, and to substitute ‘* Manuka ’’ or ‘‘ Moana ’’ for “‘ Maitai ”’ commencing with
March trip approved.

[Wn.-S.F. 12/11.]

No. 55.

The Acting-SEcrRETARY, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington. ~
(Telegram.) = - Dunedin, 15th January, 1912.
Re your wire 12th, purpose announcing in to-morrow’s press ‘‘ Manuka’’ relieves ¢ Maitai”’
Fr’isco service; also intimating alteration dates commencing ‘‘ Manuka ’’ from Wellmgton March
twenty-ninth.
[Wn.-S.F. 12/25.]

No. 586.

The Dirkcror or Posts, Tahiti, to the Hon. the PosTMasTER-GENERAL, Wellington.

SIiR,— Papeete, 27th January, 1912.
In continuation of my letter of the 13th July, 1911, T have the hounour to inform you

that the transit account which you have just prepared in favoul of your Administration and of.

the Union Steam Ship Company cannot be accepted by the local Administration of Tahiti, as the
conveyance of mails for this place has to be effected free of cost by the Union Steam Ship Company
in accordance with the contract which has been made, a copy of which will be found attached.
[Not printed.] I have, &e.,

The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington. J. CaApousTEAU.
Wn.-S.F. 12/42.] .

No. 57.

The SeorETarY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

Sin,— .~ General Post Office, Wellington, 31st January, 1912,

In reference to my letter of the 2nd November last, notifying that the Hon. the Post-
master-General agreed to the extension of the New Zealand - San Francisco mail-service for a
period of two years from the 20th October, 1911, I have now the honour to enclose, in duplicate,
a memorandum of agreement for the extension for execution by your company.

I have, &ec.,
W. R. Morris, for Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Wn.—S.F. 12/30.]

[For memorandum of agreement for the extension, sce enclosure to letter of 20th March, 1912.]

No. 58.
The ResipENT AGENT for New Zealand, San Francisco, to the SECORETARY, General Post Office,
Wel]ington. :
(Telegram ) : San Francisco, 2nd February, 1912.

“ Marrar ” arrived at San Francisco on 2nd instant at 8 a.m. Connec’mon failed.
[U.8~Ine. 12/25.]
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No. 59.

The GenNerAL Manaeer, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,~ Dunedin, 5th February, 1912.

We regret to have to advise you that, owing to dense fog, the R.M.S. *“ Maitai ” was unable
to reach San Francisco until Friday, p.m., and, in econsequence, missed the usual connection for her
mails. I have, &c.,

R. McK. McLeNNaN, for General Manager.

b

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[Wn—S.F. 12/33.]

No. 60.

The GeNErRAL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,— Dunedin, 6th February, 1912.
I beg to mention that we have advice from our San Francisco agents to the effect that they
detained the ““ Tahiti ” there until the morning of the 11th unltimo, in response to the request of Mr.
Stephenson Smith, to enable the overland mails to connect. The steamer therefore left San Francisco

twenty-one hours late, but arrived at Wellington a little before her due time.
I have, &ec.,
R. McK. McLENNAN, for General Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[Wn.-8.F. 12/32.]

No. 61.

The GENERAL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Sir,— Dunedin, 6th February, 1912.

I have pleasure in acknowledging receipt of and thanking you for your letter of the 11th
ultimo, intimating that the Department accedes to our request for permission for the south-bound mail-
steamers to wait at Rarotonga on Thursdays until midnight if the necessity should arise, owing to
quantity of perishable cargo for shipment. I note that the steamers should arrive in Wellington in
time for the mails to connect with the Main Trunk express for Auckland, and under ordinary weather

conditions I do not anticipate any difficulty in their doing this.
I have, &c.,

R. McK. McLeNNaN, for General Manager.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[Wn~S.F. 12/31.]

No. 62.
The AcTing-SECRETARY, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SrECRETARY, (General Post
Office, Wellington.
.- Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Dunedin, 15th February, 1912.
Referring to your letter of the 31st ultimo, I now have the honour to enclose memorandum

of agreement [see enclosure to No. 69] for extension executed at to-day’s meeting of the Board.
' I have, &e.,

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. C. HuenES, Acting-Secretary.
[Wn.—-S.F. 12/36.]

SIR,—

No. 63.

The GeNERAL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcRETARY, General Post

Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Dunedin, 20th February, 1912.

Passage Rates between New Zealand and the Islands by Mail-steamers.

Referring to clause 4 in the San Francisco service contract and clause 6 in that prepared for
the Vancouver service, I beg to submit that, in consequence pf advances in cost of maintenance and
general working, including in particular the recent advances in wages to all departments aboard the
steamers and to the waterside workers (with claims to further advances still pending), the conditions

SIR,—
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of the services have so materially altered that an increase of b per cent. in passage rates has become
necessary. We do not, however, wish at the present time to alter the through rates to the American
Cohtinent or Europe, and desire to limit the increase to the sections between New Zealand and the
Islands, in order to conform with increases forced upon ourselves and other shipping companies. The
Jlatter vary from 5 per cent. to 10 per cent., and have been applied to the coastal, intercolonial, and
interstate trades in New Zealand and Australia generally, also to the local Island services, though in
the. meantime freight rates to or from the Islands have not been changed.

Trusting to receive at your earliest convenience the necessary authority to increase the rates as
desired herein. I have, &c., ’

R. McK. McLenwaN, for General Manager.
The Secretary, Geeneral Post Office, Wellington.

[Vane. Mise, 12/32.]

No. 64.

The GENERAL ManagER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Str,— Dunedin, 28th February, 1912.

[ have to thank you for your favour of the 21st instant [not printed] advising that the mails
by last trip of ““ Maitai” reached London on the 17th instant, or five days late. The *° Maitai ” was,
we were advised by our San Francisco agents, delayed by fog off San Francisco, and arrived there
on Friday morning 2nd instant, but the mails did not connect with the Friday morning overland train.
They would, however, proceed by the Friday evening train, and in the ordinary course should have
reached New York on Wednesday, though not in time for the Cunard steamer sailing on Wednesday
morning. Probably there was no Southampton steamer on Thursday, which would account for the
unusual delay in delivery at London; but no doubt we shall get particulars in due course.

I have, &c.,
R. McK. McLExNAN, for General Manager
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

[U.S. Inec. 12/22.]

No. 65.

The SECRETARY, Postmaster-General’s Department, Melbourne, to the SECrRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

SIr,— Postmaster-General’s Department, Melbourne, 29th February, 1912.
With reference to your communication of the 3rd October last, relative to the proposal that
this Department pay for the conveyance of Australian mails by the New Zealand—San Francisco
contract steamers on the basis of the mail-matter forwarded for despatch by the steamer which left
Wellington on the 22nd September last, I have the honour to inform you it is not considered that the
nereased frequency and the general convenience of the present through service can be regarded as
an important modification in the flow of correspondence, and this office is therefore unable to agree to
payment on the basis of fresh statistics as proposed.
I have, &ec.,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. JusTINIAN OxENHAM,. Secretary.

[Wn.—S.F. 12/45.]

No. 66.

The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENErRAL ManacER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 7th March, 1912.

I have the honour to refer to clause 14 of the contract for the New Zealand - San Francisco
mail-service, under which this Department is required to claim on behalf of your company payment
of sea-transit rates from countries whose mails may be carried by steamers employed in the service.
A claim was accordingly made on the Post Office at Tahiti for the sum of 6,666-3 fr. for the conveyance
of mail-matter from Papeete to San Francisco, and from Papeete to New Zealand, during the period
19th October, 1910, to 3lst December, 1911; but the claim has not been accepted, the Director of
Posts, Papeete, stating that by contract your company is required to effect the conveyance in question
free of charge. If this is so, I shall be glad if you will inform this Department of the nature of the
engagement, and will forward me a copy of the contract. I have, &c.,

D. RosERrTsoN, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

[Wn.—S8.F. 12/47.]
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No. 67.

The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL ManagER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 8th March, 1912.
 San Francisco and Vancouver Mail-services : Passage Rates.

I have the honour to refer to your letter of the 20th ultimo, applying for permission, under
clanse 4 of the San Francisco mail-service contract and clause 6 of the Vancouver contract, to raise the
passenger rates under the former contract between New Zealand and Rarotonga and Tahiti, and under
the latter between New Zealand and Suva, by 5 per cent., on the ground of the increase of the cost of
maintenance and general working of the steamers used in the services, and to inform you that the
Postmaster-General, being of opinion that the disturbance of normal conditions caused particularly
by the recent advances in wages paid in all departments of the steamers and to the waterside workers
is sufficient to materially increase the expense of running the vessels, grants permission for the passage
rates to be raised as proposed. I have, &e.,

D. RoBertsoN, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Vane, Mise, 12/36.]
[Acknowledged, 18th March, 1912.]

No. 68.

The GeENerRaL ManNaGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrETARY, General
Post Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,— Dunedin, 9th March, 1912.

We beg to acknowledg, receipt of and thank you for your letter of the 4th instant [not
printed] advising the arrival at San Francisco of R.M.8. * Aorangi ” at 7 a.m. on Saturday, the 2nd
instant. ’

We regret very much the late arrival, and, pending reports from the master on the ship’s return
[see No. 73], the only information we have at present is that, consequent on the late departure from
Wellington, she was unable to clear Rarotonga on the Wednesday, and was thus one day late leaving
Papeete. We understand that she was also delayed by weather after leaving Papeete.

I have, &c.,
R. McK. McLENNAN, for General Manager.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

[U.S. Inc. 12/24.]

No. 69.

The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the AcTiNg-SECRETARY, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

Sir,— Gleneral Post Office, Wellington, 20th March 1912.

In reference to your letter of the 27th ultimo [not printed], forwarding the second copy of
the agreement for the extension of the New Zealand - San Francisco mail-service, I have now the
honour to enclose your company’s copy of the agreement, signed by the Postmaster-General.

I have, &e.,
W. R. Mozxzis, for Secretary.
The Acting-Secretary, Union Stearn Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
(Wn.-S.F. 12/57.]

Enclosure in No. 69.
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE HoN. THE PoSTMASTER-GENERAL AND THE UNION STEAM SHIP COMPANY.

MEMORANDUM of agreement made the fifteenth day of February, one thousand nine hundred and
twelve, between the Postmaster-General of the Dominion of New Zealand of the one part and the
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited) of the other part: Whereas the parties hereto
have by memorandum of agreement, dated the eleventh day of November, one thousand nine hundred
and ten, entered into a contract for the carriage of ocean mails between New Zealand and San Francisco
for the term of one year, computed from the nineteenth day of October, one thousand nine hundred
and ten: And whereas it was provided in the said agreement that the Postmaster-General should
be at liberty to extend the term of the said agreement for a further period of two years from the nine-
teenth day of October, one thousand nine hundred and eleven, and the Postmaster-General has elected
s0 to extend the same, and has requested the said Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited)
to enter into these presents :
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Now this agreement witnesseth that the parties hereto do mutually agree to extend the term of
the hereinbefore recited agreement of the eleventh day of November, one thousand nine hundred and
ten, for a period of two years, computed from the nineteenth day of October, one thousand nine
hundred and eleven.

. In witness whereof these presents have been executed the day and year first before written.

Signed by the Postmaster-General in the presence of—) 7. G. Warp

F. G. MarTaEwsS, Private Secretary. J T ‘
The common seal of the Union Steam Ship Company

(Limited) was hereunto affixed by . R. Ritchie [Ls]

and John Roberts, Directors, in the presence of— -

C. HuGHEs, Secretary. )

[Wn.-8.F. 12/56.]

No. 70.

The GENERAL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SecreTarY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,— ] Dunedin, 20th March, 1912.

American Mail-money.

Referring to previous correspondence regarding the payments we receive from the United States
Post Office, I now beg to enclose copies of the accounts showing remittances lately received through our
San Francisco agents for the quarter ended the 30th September last for United States mails and for
foreign closed mails from United States also for United States mails, during quarter ended the 31st
December last. The account for foreign closed mails from United States for the December quarter
will probably reach us by next mail. I have, &ec., "
R. McK. McLENNAN, for General Manager.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

[Wn.-8.F. 12/52.]
[Acknowledged, 28th March, 1912.]

Enclosure 1 in No. 70.

The SECOND ASSISTANT POSTMASTER-GENERAL, Washington, to the AeEnTs, Union Steam Shlp
Company, San Francisco.
Sirs,— Post Office Department, Washington, 23rd November, 1911.

I have the honour to report that the steamers of the Union Steam Ship Company (foreign
register) have conveyed the following mails from San Francisco to Tahiti, New Zealand, and Australia
during the quarter ended the 30th September, 1911, and that the service so performed has been
recognized by this Department and referred to the Auditor for payment :—

Date. Vessel. Letters. [ Prints. Parcel Post.
o I
1911. Grams. : Grams, Grams.
July 14 - .. | Talune .. . 29,765 567,780 52,215
July 26 .. .. | Maitai . .. 434,020 . 7,919,240 2,188,885
Aug. 23 .. .. | Aorangi P .. 440,000 « 7,818,720 2,734,815
Sept. 20 .. .. | Maitai .. e 425,025 : 8,341,185 1,923,000
24,646,925 6,898,915
6,898,915

1,328,810 31,545,840

Fr.
1,328,810 grams of letters at 4 fr. per kilo. .. .. .. 5,315:24
31,545,840 grams of prints, &c., at 50 cm. per kilo. .. .. 15,772-92
Total sea postage .. . .. .. .. 21,088-16

(or $4,070-01)
I have, &c.,
JOSEPH STEWART,
Second Assistant Postmaster-General.
Union Steam Ship Company, care of J. D. Spreckels and Bros. Company, San Francisco.

[Wn.~S.F. 12/51.]
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Enclosure 2 in No. 70.

‘The SEcOND ASSISTANT PoSTMASTER-GENERAL, Washington, to the AcmNTs, Union Steam Ship
Company, San Francisco.

.Sirs,— Post Office Department, Washington, 29th November, 1911.

I have the honour to report that the steamers of the Union Steam Ship Company have
conveyed foreign closed mails from the United States to and via New Zealand during the quarter ended
30th September, 1911, as follows :—

Date. Vessel. ! Letters.

! ‘ Prints.
1911. Grams. ’l Grams.
July 26 .. .. .. | Maitai .. .. 492,842 | 4,478,265
Aug. 23 .. .. .. | Aorangi .. .. 920,198 - ’ 9,152,109
Sept. 20 .. o .. | Maita1 .. .. 451,960 I 3,912,559
| 1,865,000 ‘ 17,542,933
Fr.
1,865,000 grams of letters at 4 fr. per kilo. .. .. .. 7,460-00
17,542,933 grams of prints at 50 cm. per kilo. .. .. .. 8,771-46-13
Total compensation allowable .. .. .. .. .16,231-46-13
: (or $3-132-67)
I have, &c.,

JosEru STEWART,
Second Assistant Postmaster-General,
Union Steam Ship Company, care of J. D. Spreckels and Bros. Company, San Francisco.

Enclosure 3 in No. 70.

The SECOND ASSISTANT PoSTMASTER-GENERAL, Washington, to the Aeznts, Union Steam Ship
Company, San Francisco.

Sirs,— Post Office Department, Washington, 10th January, 1912.

I have the honour to report that the steamers of the Union Steam Ship Company (foreign
register) have conveyed the following mails from San Francisco to and via Tahiti, New Zealand, and
Australia during the quarter ended the 31st December, 1911, and that the service so performed has
been recognized by this Department, and referred to the Auditor for payment :—

|
Date. Vessel. ’ Letters. f’ Prints. Parcel Post.
1911. Grama. Grams, Grams.
Nov. 15 .. .. | Maitai 483,525 9,909,260 1,571,215
Dec. 13 .. .. Aorang’i 680,765 10,226,340 3,307,970

32,480,985 7,009,990

Oct. 18 .. .. | Aorangi . .. ‘ 484,435 | 12,345,385 | 2,130,805
7,009,990

] 1,648,725 39,490,975

Fr.

1,648,725 grams of letters at 4 fr. per kilo. .. .. .. 6,594-90
39,490,975 grams prints at 50 em. per kilo. . .. .. 19,745-48-15
Total sea postage .. . . .. .. 26,340-38-15

(or $5,083-69)
I have, &c.,
JosEPH STEWART,
Second Assistant Postmaster-General.
Union Steam Ship Company, care of J. D. Spreckels and Bros. Company, San Francisce

4—F. 6,
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No. 71.

The GENERAL ManacER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

: Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,— Dunedin, 2nd April, 1912.

Sea-transit Rates from Papeete to San Francisco and New Zealand.

In reply to your letter of the Tth ultimo, I have to express regret that it did not occur to us
to send you a copy of the agreement we had arranged with the Government of French Oceania.

The agreement was really an extension of a previous agreement, which, while not affording us
a subsidy, freed our steamers from certain dues or charges specified in the agreement, in return for
which we agreed to carry their mails free of charge. The agreement is really similar to those that
have been in effect for ‘many years in connection with the service between Auckland and the Hastern
Pacific.

I beg now to enclose copy of the agreement [not printed] that expired on the 14th September last,
which was signed on the 26th October, 1910, and also copy of a modification [not printed] signed on
the 28th March, 1911. We then (in September last) made a temporary agreement on the same lines
until the withdrawal of the * Mariposa,” when a fresh agreement was arranged, commencing with
the sailing of the ““ Maitai” from San Francisco on the 7th February last. The latter agreement is
still under correspondence, but we expect to have it definitely compiled and printed within the next
few weeks, and shall send you a copy. Meantime I beg to enclose a press copy of the translation of the
agreement [not printed] in the form it reached us from Papeete last month.

We have desired alteration of the wording of a pumber of the clauses, and we expect an amending

document to reach us by next mail. I have, &ec.,
R. McK. McLexraN, for General Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[Wn-S.F. 12/76.]

No. 72.

The SECcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENEraL MaNacgER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.
Sir,— Greneral Post Office, Wellington, 15th April, 1912.

I have the honour to refer to the arrival of the R.M.S. ““ Aorangi ” at San Francisco on the
2nd ultimo at 5.25 a.m., and at Wellington on the 30th idem at 1.40 a.m., twenty-five and forty hours
late respectlvely ;1 and to ask for an explanation of thellate arrivals.

§I have, &ec.,
W. R Mogreis, for Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

[Wn.-8.F. 12/79.]

No. 73.

The GENERaL MawagEr, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrETarRY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,~— 3 Dunedin, 19th April, 1912.
I have to acknowledge receipt to- -day of your favour of the 15th instant, requiring an explana-
tion of the late arrival of the ““ Aorangl” last voyage at San Francisco and at \Velhngton

In reply, I beg to inform you that we have been experiencing very great difficulty in obtaining
suitable coal at San Francisco, and although we changed the coal recently for a description costing
$1 a ton more than that prev1ously used, the result has been very disappointing.

It therefore appeared advisable to carry more coal from this end so as to ensure better results
on the back trip. This was tried on the ““ Aorangi ” last voyage, but it was discovered that in practice
this did not suit the draft and trim of the ship, and caused her to reach®San Francisco late. The
supplementary supply required there proved particularly disappointing in quality, and the steamer
could not make satisfactory progress with it.

We cabled to our San Francisco agents when ° ¢ Aorangi ” arrived, so that no more coal of that
description will be taken. The experience gained on the last trip of the ““ Aorangi ”” will, however,
we think, serve as a good guide, and we feel confident that there will be no more difficulty from the

me causes. | may mention that fresh instructions have been given with regard to the coaling, also
aat the ““ Aorangl” is to be dry-docked each round trip as a further step to provide against delay.

Trusting that this explanation will be accepted as satisfactory,

’

I have, &c.,
‘ R. McK. McLenNAN, for General Manager.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[Wn.-S.F._12-80.]
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INCIDENTS OF PACIFIC TRANSIT, ETC.

(BY OCEANIC COMPANY.)

No. 74.

Messrs. HenDERSON and MacrarLANE, Auckland, to the Hon. the PosTMaSTER-GENERAL, Wellington.
Sir,— Auckland, 22nd September, 1911.

We had the honour to write you on the 27th September, 1910 [No. 103, F.-6, 1911], on the
subject of a small amount due to Oceanic Steam Ship Company of San Francisco for the carriage of
mails to and from New Caledonia and New Zealand.

These amounts, as stated in a letter dated the 21st July, 1911, from the Chief Postmaster at
Noumea to the representative of the Oceanic Steam Ship Company, are as follows :—

Fr.

26-65 fr. each year for 1901 and 1902 .. .. .. .. b330
23-57 fr. " 1903-7 .. .. .. .. .. 117-85
171-15

We are requested to apply to you for settlement of the above small matter, which is, we believe,
the last outstanding in connection with the Oceanic Company’s business with this country.
We enclose copy of the letter from Chief Postmaster at Noumea referred to in foregoing.
We have, &c.,
HenpERSON and MACFARLANE.
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington.

[S.¥. Payments 11/1.]

Enclosure in No. 74.

The Cuier oF Post AND TELEGRAPH SERVICE, Noumea, to Mr. JounsTon, Agent for Oceanic Company,
Noumea.
Srr,— i Noumea, 21st July, 1911.
1 mAvE the honour to confirm our conversation of to-day re payment for sea-transit of mails
claimed by the representatives of the Oceanic Steam Ship Company.

It appears from a despatch from the Colonial Office of 12th May last [not printed] that the Under-
Secretary of State for Posts and Telegraphs paid the sea territorial transit charges to the United States
postal administration for the period 1st January, 1901, to December, 1907.

These sums are, moreover, insignificant, amounting to 26-65 fr. for each of years 1901 and 1902,
and 23-57 fr. for each of following years.

We could not think of preparing the special account of the steamship company in question, since
the rule amongst postal administrations is that transit charges on mails handed to steamers are paid
to the company aflected by the administration which effects delivery,.obtaining a refund if necessary
from the other administrations for which the first serves as intermediary.

This is what must have happened in this case: Our mails for San Francisco are always included
in the mail which we make up for Auckland, and it is extremely probable that the postal administra-
tion of New Zealand must have included them in the payments to the company.

I have, &ec.,
CHIEF OF THE PosT AND TELEGRAPH SERVICE.

Mzr. Johnston, Agent for Oceanic Steam Ship Company, Noumea.

[S.F. Payments 11/2.]

No. 75.

The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to MEssrs. HENDERSON and MACFARLANE,
Auckland.

(GENTLEMEN,— - Greneral Post Office, Wellington, 10th October, 1911,

In reply to your letter of the 22nd ultimo, claiming 171-15 fr. for the conveyance of mails by
the Oceanic Steam Ship Company to and from New Caledonia and New Zealand, I have the honour, by
direction, to refer you to my letter of the 7th October last [No. 104, F.-6, 1911], in which I informed
you to the effect that no mail-money was due by this Department to the Oceanic Steam Ship Company
in respect of mails from New Caledonia to the United States, as such mails were placed on board the
steamers at Sydney, and were therefore not handled by this administration.

Prior to 1901 this administration collected the amounts due for the conveyance of Noumean
correspondence for the United States ; but the Director of Posts, Noumea, was informed on the 29th
August, 1902 [not printed]. that payment for the conveyance by steamers of the Oceanic Company
between Australia and the United States of closed mails originating in New Caledonia should be made
direct to the company from 1901, and, consequently, this Department ceased to claim from Noumea on
behalf of the company.

As regards the last paragraph of the letter of the 21st July last, from the Chief of the Post and
Telegraph Service, Noumea, to the representative of the Oceanic Company, a small quantity of
correspondence was forwarded a découvert on Auckland, and the amount due for this would be included
in the payments made for New Zealand correspondence. I have, &ec., v

D. RoBErTsoN, Secretary.

Messrs. Henderson and Macfarlane, Auckland.

[S.F. Payments 11/4.]
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VANCOUVER SERVICE.

AUCKLAND-SUVA-HONOLULU-VANCOUVER CONTRACT,

No. 76.
His Excellency the GovERNOR-GENERAL, Canada, to His Kxcellency the GoveERNOR, New Zealand.
My Lorp,— Government House, Ottawa, 28th January, 1911.

I have the honour to transmit herewith, for Your Excellency’s information, a copy of an
approved minute of His Majesty’s Privy Council for Canada with reference to a contract into which
it is proposed to enter with the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand for a service to New
Zealand vie Honolulu and Fiji. I have, &ec.,

His Excellency Lord Islington, K.C.M.G., Governor of New Zealand. GREY.

[Vane. Misc. 11/98.]

Engclosure in No. 76.

Cerrrriep Copy oF A REporr oF THE CoMMITTEE OF THE PRIVY CoUNCIL (CANADA), APPROVED
BY His EXCELLENCY THE (GOVERNOR-GENERAL ON THE 24TH Janvary, 1911.

Tae Committee of the Privy Council have had under consideration a report, dated 17th January, 1911,
from the Minister of Trade and Commerce, submitting that tenders were invited for a renewal of the
Canada Australian service or an alternative service including a call at New Zealand, and that the
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand, now performing the service between Canada and Aus-
tralia, the contract for which expires on the lst of August next, was the only company that tendered.

The Minister observes that the Canadian Government accepted the tender for a service to Aus-
tralia vie New Zealand, it being understood that Canada, Australia, and Fiji were to pay practically
the same subsidy as at present. This tender the Australian Government declined to accept, as it
included a call at New Zealand. .

It therefore appears expedient to enter into a contract for a service to New Zealand via Honolulu
and Fiji, leaving the question of the extension of the service from New Zealand to Australia for further
negotiation.

The Minister accordingly recommends that he be authorized to enter into a contract with the
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), with a view to establishing a direct steam-
ship service between Canada and New Zealand for a period of five years from the 1st of August, 1911,
and to pay a subsidy therefor at the rate of £37,090 18s. 2d.

The Committee, concurring in the report of the Minister of Trade and Commerce, advise that
Your Excellency may be pleased to forward a copy of this minute to the Right Hon. the Secretary
of State for the Colonies and to the Governments of Australia and New Zealand.

All which is respectfully submitted for approval. F. K. BEnNETTS,

Assistant Clerk of the Privy Council.
[Vane. Misc. 11/96-7.]

No. 77.
The GENERAL MaNAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington. )
gmon Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Sir,— Dunedin, 30th March, 1911.

With reference to your letter of the 10th instant [No. 135, F.-6, 1911], regarding freight on
flax from Auckland to Vancouver, we beg to remark that the comparison made by the correspondent
between the carrying of bulky freight by the mail-steamers to the Pacific coast with the carriage of
the same goods in the steamers trading to the United Kingdom is not a fair one. The steamers in the
United Kingdom trade are, for obvious reasons, much less expensively operated in proportion to their
tonnage and the earning-powers the trade affords. Their large cargoes consist principally of meats,
butter, cheese, wool, gum, and other valuable commodities, yielding good rates, and thus they can
quote low for bulky cargo such as flax to fill up with.

Freights to the Pacific coast do not, as yet, offer remunerative employment for large carriers
running to a regular time-table, but to promote an expansion of trade we are pleased to quote for all
classes of produce at the lowest rates practicable. For flax, for instance (which the correspondent
specially mentions), we quote at present to San Francisco £1 15s. 9d. per 2,000 Ib. (dumped), equal to
only about 15s. per 40 cubic feet; but, of course, such figures have to be varied according to space avail-
able when better-paying business offers. The effect of the rates we have from time to time been able
to arrange from New Zealand via Vancouver to inland American points can be seen by comparing the
rates now quoted via England to America with those ruling over that route a few years ago.
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With regard to the correspondent’s suggestion that the rates should be made equal from all main
ports to the Pacific coast, that is plainly impracticable, unless by raising the rates from the ports of
call of the mail-steamers to those ruling from the other ports. I have, &c.,

R. McK. McLeNnNaN, for General Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

" [Vane. Mise. 11/62-3.] .

No. 78.
The SecrETARY, General Post Office, London, to the Hon. the PostMasTER-GENERAL, Wellington.
Sir,— (eneral Post Office, London, 24th April, 1911.

The Postmaster-General is informed that arrangements have been made for a new mail-gervice
between the dominions of Canada and New Zealand, to come into operation in August next.
He will be much obliged if you will favour him at your early convenience with time-tables, and
any further information regarding the service likely to be of use or interest to this Department.
I am, &ec.,
: ' A. B. WaLkLEy, for the Secretary.
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington.
[Vanc. Misc. 11/135.] '

[Particulars supplied to General Post Office, London, by the High Commissioner. See No. 142, F.-6,
1911 ]

No. 79.
The GENERAL ManagER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SzcrETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Sir,— Dunedin, 24th April, 1911.
I beg to submit, as follows, the passenger and freight rates we propose to insert in the mail

contract :—
Passenger Rates—from Aucklond.
Saloon. Second. Third.
) £ 8 d . £ s d . £ s d
To Suva (Single 10 0 0 Single 8 0 0 Single 410 0
"{Return 15 0 0 Return 12 0 0 Return 7 10 0
To Honolulu {Single 30 0 0 Single 20 0 0 Single 12 10 0
o T “*|{Return 45 0 0 Return 30 0 0 Return 22 10 0
L iSingle 40 0 0 Single 25 0 0 Single 16° 0 0
To Victoria and Vancouver o Retgurn 60 0 O Retgurn 40 0 0 Ret%lrn 30 0 0
Freights—from Auckland.
To Honolulu, Victoria, and Vancouver, not to exceed,—
General cargo .. .. .. .. 50s. to 60s. per ton of 40 cub. ft.
Skins , .. .. .. B50s. per 2,000 Ib.
Butter in refr)gerator .. .. .. 1d. per Ib. gross.
Meats in refrigerator .. .. R R "
Wool, greasy .. . .. ..o 4d. »
Wool, scoured . .. .. .. 8d.
Phormium ﬁbre . . . 603 per ton of 2,240 Ib.

It is agreed that the rates for skins, wool and phormlum fibre apply te this class of cargo when
dumped.
Froim Vancouver to Auckland.

General cargo .. .. NN .. .. $8 to $16 per 40 cub. ft.
Canned goods .. .. .. .. .. $8 ., %10 ), -
Canned salmon .. .. .. .. .. $8,, %9

Wheat and flour .. .. .. $6 ,, $8 per 2, 000 Ib.

An additional rate of not exceedmg 12s. 6d per ton to and from the ports of Wellington, Lyttelton,
and Dunedin shall be chargeable, which includes transhipment expenses at Auckland.

The rates of passages provided herein are understood to be applicable to the vessel’s ordinary
accommodations only ; and the rates of freight, except where specifically mentioned, do not provide
for cool storage or other special stowage. In the event of any disturbance of normal conditions which
in the opinion of the Postmaster-General is sufficient to materially increase the expense of running the
vessels used for services under this contract, the Postmaster-General may authorize a percentage
increase of the foregoing fares and freights:

Provided that no discrimination shall be made as regards tariff rates for either freights or pas-
sengers in any manner directly or indirectly against any New Zealand port, or against the New Zealand
Government Railways, or against any New Zealand merchant or shipper.

I have, &ec.,
R. McK. McLExNAN, for General Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

[Vane. Misc, 11/81-2.]
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No. Ro.

The Hon. the MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND OF INDUSTRIES AND CoMMERCE to the Hon. the AcTine
PoSTMASTER-GENERAL.

- Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists,
* (Memorandum.) Wellington, 25th April, 1911.
I awm endeavouring to arrange for the space for refrigerated and other cargo by the New Zealand to
Vancouver steamers to be occupied as far as possible by New Zealand produce, but I am considerably
hampered by lack of information as to rates of freight, and as to whether the contract will provide for
through booking from New Zealand ports other than Auckland to Vancouver. Will you therefore
kindly let me have information on these points immediately it is available ¢
THOS. MACKENZIE,
Minister of Agriculture, and of Industries and Commerce.
The Hon. the Acting Postmaster-General.
[Vane. Mise. 11/90.}

No. 81.

The SecrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SECRETARY, Department of Agriculture,
Commerce and Tourists, Wellington.

(Memorandum.) General Post Office, Wellington, 26th April, 1911.

Vancouver Mail-service.

HerEwiTH please find copy of a letter [No. 79], from the Union Steam Ship Company, submitting
passenger and freight rates which it is proposed to insert in the mail contract. Would you kindly
advige me as early as possible whether these rates, which are maximum rates, meet with the approval
of the Minister ?

A question was recently raised about the freight for phormium fibre, the suggestion being that
it should be carried at the same rates as phormium is carried from New Zealand to London by the
direct liners; but the nature of the two services is so different that there is probably no warrant for
carrying out such a proposal. D. RoBERTSON, Secretary.

The Secretary, Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.

No. 82.
The Hien CommissioNer to the Hon. the Acring PriMeE MINISTER.
SirR,— ° Westminster Chambers, 13 Victoria Street, London S.W., 1st May, 1911.

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 8th March [No 133, F.—6, 1911]
giving particulars of the contract to be made between the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand
and the Canadian Government for a four-weekly service of mails between Vancouver and Auckland
vie Honolulu and Suva, and vice versa, for a period of five years.

As you requested, the General Post Office, London, has been furnished with the information
contained in your letter, and that Department has expressed the thanks of the Postmaster-General
for it.

I also communicated the information you supplied with regard to this service to the Colonial
Office. I have, &c.,

The Hon. the Acting Prime Minister, Wellington, New Zealand. Wu. Havr-JoNeEs.
[Vanc. Mise. 11/140.]

- No. 83.

The Hon. the MINISTER OF AGRICULTURE AND OF INDUSTRIES AND COMMERCE to the Hon. the AcTiNG
POSTMASTER-GENERAL.

Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists,
(Memorandum.) Wellington, 5th May, 1911.
It has been represented to me by Messrs. J. B. MacEwan and Co. that if a reasonable rate of freight
is fixed on butter from New Zealand ports to Vancouver there is every prospect of a lucrative trade in
this product being established with Canada. It is understood, however, that under the new contract
the freight will be 1d. per pound on the gross weight. This is considered by the firm to be too high,
and my officers support Messrs. MacEwan and Co. in their request that an endeavour be made to secure
$d.-per-pound freight on the net weight, which it is considered will provide an adequate return for
the shipping company. 1 understand that you are conducting all the negotiations with the Union
Steam Ship Company, and I therefore ask that you endeavour to obtain this concession in the rate of
freight accordingly. I need hardly point out the benefits that will accrue to New Zealand shippers if
an outlet for our butter can be secured in Canada. Tros. MACKENZIE,
Minister of Agriculture and of Industries and Commerce.
The Hon. the Acting Postmaster-General.
[Vano. Mise. 11/93.]
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No. 84.

The SecrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL Mawacer, Union Steam Ship
Company (Limited), Dunedin.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 5th May, 1911.

I have the honour to inquire whether the contract for the Vancouver mail-service provides
for through booking to Vancouver from New Zealand ports other than Auckland.

I have, &e.,
D. RoBERTSON, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

[Vane. Mise. 11/91.]

No. 85.

The SecrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL Manace®r, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 10th May, 1911.
Referring to the rates of freight in connection with the Vancouver mail-service contract, the

Minister of Agriculture and of Industries and Commerce has written to the Acting Postmaster-General
in reference to the representations made by Messrs. J. B. MacEwan and Co., that if a reasonable rate of
freight is fixed on butter from New Zealand ports to Vancouver there is every prospect of a lucrative
trade in this product being established with Canada. The firm understands that under the new
contract the freight will be 1d. per pound on the gross weight. This is considered by them to be too
high, and the officers of the Commerce Department support Messrs. MacEwan and Co. in their request
that an endeavour should be made to secure a 3d.-per-pound freight on the net weight, which it is
considered would provide an adequate return for your company. The Minister will be glad if you will
consider this, and let me know as early as possible whether you are willing to grant the concession in
the rate of freight as desired. The Hon. Mr. Mackenzie remarks that he need hardly point out the
benefits which would accrue to New Zealand shippers if an outlet for our butter could be secured in
Canada. I have, &c.,

g D. Rosertson, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Vane. Mise. 11/94.]

No. 86.

The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL ManaeEr, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

- (Telegram.) "~ Wellington, 10th May, 1911.
ARE you or McLennan likely to be in Wellington soon ¢ If so, desirable to have Conference between
yourself and Commerce and this Department about freights Vancouver service. Particular point at
issue is reserving of refrigerated space for New Zealand shippers, and it will be necessary to come to
some definite understanding. Meantime matter not advancing.

{Vane. Mise. 11/102.]

No. 87.

The GeNErRAL MawaGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SrcrETARY, General
Post Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Dunedin, 11th May, 1911.
Traxxs for suggestion. I see no immediate chance of getting away from Dunedin, but will arrange
McLennan leave here next Tuesday, ~and go into the question of Vancouver frelghts and allotment
insulated space.

No. 88.

The SECRETARY, Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, to the SECRETARY, General
Post Office, Wellington.

Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists.

(Memorandum.) Wellington, 11th May, 1911.
RErErrING to your memorandum of the 26th April to this Department’s Director of Commerce and
Tourists, in regard to the New Zealand — Vancouver steamer service, the Hon. the Minister of Agricul-
ture and of Industries and Commerce, who is also Acting Postmaster-General, has directed that the pro-
posed maximum charges, and the question of keeping open space for New Zealand shippers until a time
reasonably close to the dates of sailing, should be discussed between the Union Steam Ship Company,
yourself, and myself. I shall be obliged if you will arrange accordingly.

The Secretary, Post and Telegraph Department Wellington. F. S. PorE, Secretary.

[Vane, Miso. 11/95.]
[Mr. McLennan, Mr. Pope, and Mr. Robertson conferred, 17th May.]
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No. 89.
The DEPUTY POSTMASTER-GENERAL, Ottawa, to the SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) ‘ Ottawa, 15th May, 1911.
To¥make sure of mails and passengers from Britain catching boat at Vancouver would be necessary
to sail from Vaneouver Thursday. Wednesday all right generally, but no certainty same as Thursday.
Department is of opinion, therefore, sailing-day should be Thursday, with understanding in case of
necessity they might wait until Friday. Unlikely Friday sailing ever necessary.

[Vane. Mise. 11/105.]

No. 90.

The SEcrRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Mawaeine Direcror, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

SiR,~— General Post Office, Wellington, 16th May, 1911.

The High Commissioner for this Dominion has forwarded copy of a letter [not printed] from
the London Manager and Secretary of the Pacific Cable Board covering a memorandum on the subject
of the steamship service to Fanning Island, and requesting the High Commissioner to approach the
Government of this Dominion with a view to securing the continuance of the present arrangement
by which the mail-steamers call at Fanning Island six times a year. I forward for your information
copy of the letter and memorandum referred to [not printed], and shall be glad if you will inform mé
as early as possible whether the views of the Pacific Cable Board can be met.

I have, &ec.,
R D. RoBERTSON, Secretary.
The Managing Director, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Vanc. Mise. 11/119.}

No. 91.

The GENERAL MaNagER, Union Steam Ship Company (at Wellington), to the SEcrETARY, General
Post Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,— Wellington, 17th May, 1911.
The following will serve as a record of the main points discussed with yourself and Mr. Pope
this morning regarding cold-storage shipments by the Vancouver service. ’

1. Period in which applications for space are receivable for season 1911-12: Intending shippers
have informed the Department of Agriculture that the closing date at present advertised, 1st July,
is too early. We therefore propose to extend the period for applications until the 1st September,
subject to confirmation within next few days. As I mentioned in conversation, we think it advisable
to carry the Australian shippers with us, otherwise they might resort to the use of outside steamers,
which would interfere with the regular rotation of deliveries, and disturb the market. If they make
their space contracts by our line the New Zealand shipments will be on an equal footing as regards
dates of delivery at Vancouver. We do not anticipate difficulty over the deferring of the date
of proceeding to allotment of space, but would like a day or two in which to make inquiries.

2. Reservation of portion of space: We are agreeable to protect 2,000 cubic feet of cold-storage
space to be available, trip by trip, for New Zealand shipments up to twenty-eight days prior to sailing-
date from Sydney.

3. Freight on butter in cold-storage : The rate we proposed to be scheduled in the contract was
“ not to exceed 1d. per pound gross weight.” We are agreeable that this shall, in practice, be 1d. per
pound net weight, provided that the tare shall not exceed the usual proportion, which we understand
18 10 1b. to every 56 1b. of butter. I have, &ec.,

R. McK. McLen~aw, for General Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

[Vanc. Misc. 11/120.] P

No. 92.

The GENERAL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship Company (at Wellington), to the SmorETARY, General
Post Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Sir,— Wellington, 18th May, 1911.

Referring to the proposal from Canada to make Thursday departures from Vancouver with
right to detain steamers till Friday without demurrage, the information we had from our
Vancouver agent was that the English mail vic New York usually arrives on Tuesday evening, and that
it is very seldom later. We therefore suggest that Wednesday sailing be adhered to in the time-table,
with provision for detention up to forty-eight hours if required for the overland mails. We hope this
will be agreed to, so that there shall be no delay to the European mails at Vancouver.

I have, &c.,
R. McK. McLENNAN, for General Manager,
D. Robertson, Esq., General Post Office, Wellington.,
[Vane, Mise. 11/107.]
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No. 93.

The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Derury PostmasTER-GENERAL, Ottawa.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 18th May, 1911.
DiscusseEp departure steamers with Union Company. As mails rarely reach Vancouver later than
Tuesday night, would prefer retain Wednesday as time-table date. Steamers to be detained up to

forty-eight hours for mails without demurrage if necessary. If you approve, company will agree.
[Vane. Misc. 11/108.]

No. 94.

The SeEcrRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SEcreTarY, Department of Agriculture;
Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.

(Memorandum.) General Post Office, Wellington, 19th May, 1911.
Herewits I forward copy of a letter [see No. 91] from the Union Steam Ship Company on the subject
of the discussion which took place between yourself, Mr. McLennan, and myself on the 17th instant.

In addition to the matter contained in the letter, Mr. McLennan, who called at this office yester-
day, suggests that any announcement to shippers might be deferred until after the closing of the
Imperial Conference. As, no doubt, questions will arise at the Conference which may guide the
Government - of this Dominion in their future action, it would probably be desirable to defer the
announcement of the extension of the closing-date for applications for space, as desired. You will,
doubtless, advise me in due course of the Minister’s decision, so that the formal agreement may be
proceeded with. D. RoBERTSON, Secretary.

The Secretary, Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.

[Vanc. Mise. 11/123.]

No. 95.

The Derpury PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Ottawa, to the SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Ottawa, 22nd May, 1911.
Tars Department would not object to Wednesday sailings under conditions of last telegram—namely,
forty-eight hours’ delay if necessary. May say last winter’s mails rarely reached Vancouver before

Thursday, owing to snow blockades in mountains.
[Vane. Mise. 11/124.]

No. 96.
The SecrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the DEPUTY PoSTMASTER-GENERAL, Ottawa.

(Telegram.) . Wellington, 26th May, 1911.
HorpsworTH points out that if mails received via New York and American lines, time-table day is
Tuesday. Is your calculation based on Canadian route ?

[Vanec. Mise. 11/128.]

No. 97.
The DepuTY PosSTMASTER-GENERAL, Ottawa, to the SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Ottawa, 30th May, 1911.
No mails from Britain or Europe for Australia or New Zealand received Vancouver via New York
except mails despatched for Samoa and Fiji. All others come Canadian line. Calculation based

entirely on Canadian route.
[Vane. Mise. 11/129.]

No. 98.
The Hon. the Acring Prime MiNiSTER to the Hion COMMISSIONER.

(Telegram.) . Wellington, 30th May, 1911.
VaNcoUVER service inward commencing 6th September from Vancouver. Canada advises mails for
Australia and New Zealand from London traverse Canada. This apparently occupies day longer than
traverse United States. If Sir Joseph Ward sees no objection, ascertain from Imperial Post Office
if quickest route across America could be adopted for service.

[Vanc. Mise. 11/130.]

No. 99.

The GENERAL MaNagER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SECRETARY, (feneral Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin, 31st May, 1911.

SIR,— Fanning Island.

With reference to your letter of the 16th instant, and enclosures therewith, regarding steam-
ship service to Fanning Island, I have to say that we have received a communication-on the same
subject from Mr. O’Hara, Deputy Minister, Department Trade and Commerce, Ottawa,

5—K. 6.
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We are at present in communication with Sir James Mills regarding this matter, and we shall
probably hear from him by cable from Ottawa within the next few days, and we may then be able to

communicate with you further. I have, &c.,
R. McK. McLenNAN, for General Manager.

_ The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[Vane. Misc, 11/127.]

No. 100.

The GENERAL ManA¢ER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SmcrETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
StR,— Dunedin, 6th June, 1911.

With reference to the first paragraph in our letter dated Wellington, 17th ultimo, regarding
the proposed extension of the period in which applications for space are receivable, we cabled to our
Sydney manager to ascerfain how an extension would be likely to affect business from Australia. We
are informed in reply that an outside steamer is offering there for a series of trips, and that it is con-
sidered advisable that we should not delay in allotting space to Australian shippers.

The position, therefore, appears to us rather a difficult one. As referred to in our letter of the
17th ultimo, there is the need to take care of the Australian shippers’ requirements ; but, on the other
hand, we recognize that New Zealand shippers of dairy-products cannot very well forecast their space
requirements before the spring. :

Under these circumstances, it ocours to us that the situation may be met by protecting a portion
of the space—say, 10,000 cubic feet each—in “ Marama ” and ‘‘ Makura,” and 5,000 cubic feet in
“ Zealandia 7 (being about half the cold-storage in the last-named ship) until 1st September next for
New Zealand applications received after 1st July for shipments to be made up till 31st July, 1912. Any
surplus space then remaining unapplied for for New Zealand products to be available to Australian
shippers whose applications have not been fully satisfied. The balance of the cold-storage beyond
the 10,000 cubic feet in °“ Marama ” and “ Makura,” and 5,000 cubic feet in * Zealandia ” to be
allotted on Ist July, or as soon after as practicable, to New Zealand and Australian shippers for other
than dairy-produce.

The reservation of 2,000 cubic feet, referred to in paragraph 2 of our letter of 17th May, to be
protected from 1st September onwards, till 31st July, 1912.

If our proposal meets with the Minister’s approval, we trust we shall thus be able to make an all-
round satisfactory allotment of the cold-storage space. . I have, &ec.,

R. McK. McLEnNAN, for General Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

[Vanc, Misc. 11/132-3.]

No. 101.

The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL MaNaGER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 7th June, 1911.
As Sir Joseph Ward might have something to say about the route for mails in connection with his
all-red proposals, I thought it advisable to cable him asking if he saw any objection to London Post
Office being instructed to send mails by quickest route. So far am without reply.
[Vane. Mise. 11/134.]

No. 102.

The GENERAL MaNAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SECRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 8th June, 1911.
S1r James Minrs cables from Montreal that he has instructed our agent, Vancouver, to fix Wednesday
for new contract. For our information, he says, probably necessary mails leave London Friday via
Quebec, as he understandg Saturday via New York not reliable, owing varying speeds steamers. He
will make further inquiries on arrival London.

[Vane. Mise. 11/136.]
[Acknowledged, 10th June, 1911.]

No. 103.

The SecrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SrcrETaARY, Department of Agriculture,
Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.

(Memordndum.) General Post Office, Wellington, 10th June, 1911,
HerewrrH please find copy of a letter [No. 100] from the General Manager of the Union Steam Ship
Company, making proposals about protection of the cold-storage space until the 1st September next.
If the proposals are satisfactory, I should be obliged if you would obtain the Minister's approval as
early as possible. D. RoBERTSON, Secretary. .

The Sccretary, Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington,

[Vane. Mise, 11/137.]
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No. 104.

The Hign CommisstoNER to the Hon. the Acrine PriMe MiNisTER.

(Telegram.) London, 15th June, 1911.
Pacrrrc Cable Board : With reference to my letter of 7th April [not printed], please telegraph at once
decision regarding continuance of mail-steamers calling at Fanning Island.

[Vane. Mise. 11/156.]

No. 105.

The GeNERAL ManacER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SmcrrrarY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Dunedin, 15th June, 1911.
REFERRING our letter 6th June : Obliged if you will let us have early reply, so that we may fix closing-
date for applications without delay.

* % & % % *
[Vane. Misc. 11/139.]

No. 106.

The SEcrRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Gexsrar Manaerr, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 16th June, 1911.
Pacrerc Cable Board pressing by cable for decision about mail-steamers calling Fanning Island. Could
you yet enable me to reply ¢

[Vane. Mise. 11/157.]

No. 107.

The GeENErAL MaNackr, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 16th June, 1911.
It is arranged Sir James Mills will discuss Fanning Island call with Lord Strathcona and Sir Joseph
Ward when he reaches London, early next week.
[Vanc. Mise. 11/158.]
[Message communicated by Acting Prime Minister to High Commissioner on same date.]

No. 108.
The Right Hon. Sir Josepr WarDp (in London) to the Hicr CoMMISSIONER.
{Memorandum.) Hotel Cecil, Strand, London, 17th June, 1911.

1 HAVE seen both the Postmaster-General and Six Wilfrid Laurier on the subject of the journey across
America, and now attach a memorandum I have received from Sir Matthew Nathan on the matter.
Sir Wilfrid is also cabling the Canadian Pacific Railway Company to ascertain whether the train
journey across cannot be reduced.
In the meantime the suggestion contained in Sir Matthew Nathan’s communication should be
agreed to. ) J. G. Warp.
The High Commissioner for New Zealand, London.
[Vanc. Miso. 11/323.]

Enelosure in No. 108.
The SECRETARY, General Post Office, London, to the Right Hon. Sir JosepE WarD (in London).

(Memorandum.) General Post Office, London, 16th June, 1911.
AppARENTLY a Wednesday sailing from Vancouver is contemplated. Posting by Cunard via New
York on Saturday week previous means eleven days to Vancouver and twenty days to New Zealand
—a.e., a thirty-one days’ service against thirty-three days and a half by Suez route.

If a Thursday sailing from Vancouver were arranged for, the mail could go by Canadian packet
and Halifax, leaving the Friday week previous, and the time taken would be 13 +20=33 days—about
the same as the mail via Suez.

I am inclined to advise that arrangements should be left to take their usual course—i.e., that
we should be allowed to arrange for the latest possible posting, having in view the connection at
Vanecouver. M. NaTHAN.

The Right Hon. Sir Joseph Ward, London.

[Vane. Mise. 11/322.]
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No. 109.

The SECRETARY, Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington, to the SECRETARY.
General Post Office, Wellington.

Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists,

(Memorandum.) Wellington, 23rd June, 1911.

WitH reference to your memorandum of 10th instant, forwarding a copy of the letter of 6th June
from the General Manager of the Union Steam Ship Company in regard to the conditions of the con-
tract respecting the New Zealand — Vancouver steamer service, the Hon. Minister of Industries and
Commerce has, after full consideration of the matter, decided that the company should be informed
that the proposed reservation of space until the lst September is not of much value to New Zealand
shippers, and should be asked to reserve at least a third of the refrigerated space in each boat until
three weeks before the date of sailing from Sydney. It is considered that the reduction of the period
from four weeks to three weeks would be of considerable benefit to New Zealand exporters, and would
not unduly hamper the allotment in Australia of any space remaining unbooked in New Zealand.

The Minister also wishes the company to be urged to quote, if possible, a lower rate than 12s. 6d.
per ton for coastal freight in New Zealand on shipments going to Auckland for transhipment to the
Vancouver boats.

The Minister also desires that it should be made clear to the company that the arrangements now
being made in regard to refrigerated space apply only to the period ending 31st July, 1912, and that
arrangements for the balance of the term of the contract must be negotiated when the results of the
first season’s working are available.

I presume you will communicate with the company accordingly.

F. 8. PopE, Secretary.

The Secretary, Post and Telegraph Department, Wellington.

[Vanc. Misc. 11/148.]

No. 110.

The SecreTARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL MaNAGER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 23rd June, 1911.
VANCOUVER service : Department of Commerce advises that Minister has, after full consideration of
the matter, decided that your company should be informed that the proposed reservation of space
until the 1st September is not of much value to New Zealand shippers, and should be asked to reserve
at least a third of the refrigerated space in each boat until three weeks before date of sailing from
Sydney. It is considered that reduction of period from four weeks to three weeks would be of consider-
able benefit to New Zealand exporters, and would not unduly hamper allotment in Australia of any
space remaining unbooked in New Zealand. Minister also wishes that your company be urged to
quote, if possible, lower rate than 12s. 6d. ton for coastal freight in New Zealand on shipments going to
Auckland for transhipment to Vancouver boats. Minister also desires that it should be made clear
to your company that arrangements now being made in regard to refrigerated space apply only to
period ending the 31st July, 1912, and that arrangements for balance of term of contract must be
negotiated when results of first season’s working are available.

[Vanc. Mise. 11/153.]

No. 111.

The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERaL ManacEr, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.
SiR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 23rd June, 1911.

I now beg to confirm my telegram of this day’s date on the subject of the reservation of
refrigerated space in the Vancouver steamers for New Zealand shippers, and to forward the full text
of the reply received from the Department of Commerce to my memorandum of the 10th instant.

I have, &c.,
D. RoBERTsON, Secretary.
C. Holdsworth, Esq., Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Vanc. Misc. 11/149.]

No. 112.

The GENERAL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SECrRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Dunedin, 23rd June, 1911.
REGRET your proposals regarding insulated space are not satisfactory. I would suggest position is
not clearly understood. Under our proposal, whole of space is at option of New Zealand up to
1st July, while as regards dairy-produce, time could be extended to lst September, thereafter
2,000 cubic feet space to be reserved to within four weeks of steamers leaving Sydney. Having in
view custom to engage space for long perieds and of importers to purchase ahead, also shippers paying
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dead freight if space not occupied, the proposal to keep one-third of space until within three weeks
of steamer’s sailing-date from Sydney can hardly be regarded as reasonable, as advantage could not
be taken of it by Australian shippers who make contracts for season. [If Minister will consider paying
dead freight for space not finally taken up, we would reconsider his proposal, although it
would seriously cripple prospect of holding Australian shippers, who are now being pressed to make
large contracts with outside steamer, which, if given effect to, would probably exclude New Zealand
from Canadian meat-market for long time. With regard to coastal freight, it has been probably over-
looked that Harbour Board charges involve about one-fifth of the freight, apart from cost of extra
handling. It is quite understood that present conditions only refer to first year of contract.
{Vanc. Misc. 11/150.]

No. 113.

The SECRETARY, (eneral .Post Office, Wellington, to the SEcrETARY, Department of Agriculture,
Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.

(Memorandum.) General Post Office, Wellington, 24th June, 1911.
THE contractors have been communicated with in the terms of your memorandum of the 23rd instant,
to which they have sent the following reply by telegraph [see No. 112].

I hope to see the Minister before his departure on Monday morning, and should be glad if you
would kindly arrange to bring the matter before him, so that, if possible, a decision can be arrived at.
The time is now getting short before the commencement of the contract.

D. RoBERTSON, Secretary.

The Secretary, Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.

[Vane. Mise. 11/151.]

No. 114.

The SEcreTARY, Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington, to the SEcrETARY,
General Post Office, Wellington.

Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington,
{Memorandumn.) 26th June, 1911.
In reply to your memorandum of the 24th instant, and with reference to our conversation this morning,
when you informed me that the Hon. the Acting Postmaster-General, who is also Minister of Industries
and Commerce, had verbally directed you to telegraph to the Right Hon. the Prime Minister (now in
London) in regard to the reservation of refrigerated space for New Zealand shippers in the Vancouver
boats, I think that a telegram on the following lines would meet the position as far as this Department
18 concerned [see No. 115]. F. 8. Porg, Secretary.
The Secretary, Post and Telegraph Department, Wellington.
[Vane. Mise. 11/152.]

No. 115.
The Hon. the Acring PostMASTER-GENERAL to the Right Hon. Sir JosepE WaRD (in London).

(Telegram.) Wellington, 27th June, 1911.
RecarpiNg refrigerated space in Vancouver boats for New Zealand shippers, contractors propose to
reserve whole space till 1st July, 10,000 cubic feet in two boats and 5,000 in other till 1st September,
also 2,000 in each boat up to 3lst July, 1912, till four weeks before sailing from Sydney. Com-
merce Department considers reservation till September almost useless, as our shippers cannot then
state requirements for whole dairy and meat season, and asks that one-third refrigerated space
in each boat be protected till three weeks before sailing from Sydney. Company replies Commerce
Department’s proposals would seriously cripple prospect of holding Australian shippers, who are being
pressed to patronize outside steamers, but agrees to consider matter if Government will pay dead
freight on any space not taken. Suggest you discuss matter with Sir James Mills, and telegraph your
views.

[Vanc. Mise. 11/165.3

No. 116.
The Hign CoMmmIissiONER to the Hon. the Actine PriMeE MINISTER.

(Telegram.) London, 27th June, 1911.
Vancouver service : With reference to your telegram of 30th May, Sir Joseph Ward has seen
Imperial Postmaster-General and Sir Wilfrid Laurier. Post Office suggests that arrangements should
take usual course—that is, Post Office should be left to arrange for latest possible posting, keeping in
view Vancouver connection. Laurier cabling Canadian Pacific Railway to ascertain whether train
journey could be reduced. Ward states that meanwhile Post Office suggestion should be agreed to.

[Vanc. Misc. 11/170.]
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No. 117.

The SecreTarY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL MaNAGER, Union Steam Ship
. Company, Dunedin.

. (Telegram.) Wellington, 28th June, 1911.

VANCOUVER service : Sir Joseph Ward has seen Imperial Postmaster-General and Sir Wilfrid Lauriex.
Post Office suggests that arrangements should take usual course—that is, Post Office should be left
to arrange for latest possible posting, keeping in view Vancouver connection. Sir Wilfrid cabled
Canadian Pacific Railway to ascertain whether train journey could be reduced. In meantime Sir
Joseph agrees to Post Office suggestion. As sailing-day fixed for Wednesday, arrangements appear to

be satisfactory. Apparently there is desire to use Canadian route throughout if possible.
[Vane. Mise. 11/171.}

No. 118.
The Hon. the Actine PriME MINISTER to the Hicn CoOMMISSIONER.

(Telegram.) _ Wellington, 29th June, 1911.
VANCOUVER service : Agreed leave Vancouver Wednesday, 6th September, and every four weeks

thereafter. Demurrage forty-eight hours if required Vancouver.
[Vane. Mise. 11/172.]

No. 119.
The SEcrRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Depury PostMaASTER-GENERAL, Ottawa.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 30th June, 1911.
VaNcOUVER service : Advertising departure Vancouver {Wednesday, 6th September, then four-
weekly. Demurrage Vancouver if required forty-eight hours without charge. London will arrange
latest possible posting, keeping in view Vancouver connection. Sir Wilfrid Laurier has cabled
Canadian Pacific inquiring whether reduction train journey possible.

[Vanc. Misc. 11/173.]

No. 120.
The Right Hon. Sir JosgrE WarD (in London) to the Hon. the Acring Prive MinisTer.

(Telegram.) London, 4th July, 1911.

- WirH reference to your telegram of 27th, refrigerated space Vancouver : First, Government cannot under
any circumstances entertain proposal paying dead freight ; secondly, if you think company justified
supposing shipment from New Zealand for first year will not be large, am inclined to agree
to their proposal retain one-third space for New Zealand till 1st September, also 2,000 carcasses
sheep afterwards. Think unfair expect company lose certainty Sydney shipments in view compara-

tively small subsidy New Zealand is paying.
[Vane. Mise. 11/179.]

No. 121.

The SecrErary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SEcrETARY, Department of Agriculture,
Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.

(Memorandum.) General Post Office, Wellington, 6th July, 1911.
TrE following cable has been received from London, dated 4th July [see No. 120]. )

Will you kindly bring it under the notice of your Minister as early as possible, and inform me what
reply is to be sent to the Union Steam Ship Company ? D. RoserTson, Secretary.

The Secretary, Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.
[Vanc. Misc. 11/183.] -

No. 122.
The Hon. the Acring PriMe MiNISTER to the Hica CoMMISSIONER.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 6th July, 1911.
Via Vancouver request Imperial Post Office despatch same mails as now despatched via San Franciseo,
excepting Rarotonga, which omit. Provincial offices despatching single mail to address Auckland

vig Vancouver.
{Vane. Mise. 11/178.]

No. 123.

The SmcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL MaNAGER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 6th July, 1911.
ARE you yet in position reply about call at Fanning Island ¢
[Vane. Misc. 11/184.]
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No. 124.

The GENERAL MaNAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the Secrrrary, General
Post Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 6th July, 1911.
St Jamms Mnts cabled yesterday that there was not time discuss Fanning Tsland with Sir Joseph
Ward. He had been asked to take up question with the Cable Board. Expect we shall hear something
from him later.

No. 125.
The Hier CoMmmissioNER to the Hon. the Acring PriME MINISTER.
SR, — Westminster Chambers, 13 Victoria Street, London S8.W., 6th July, 1911.

I have the honour to refer to your cablegram of the 30th May, reading as follows [see No. 98].

As desired, I duly communicated with Sir Joseph Ward, and on the 19th ultimo received from
him a letter, dated 17th, of which a copy is enclosed [No. 108], covering copy of memorandum from Sir
Matthew Nathan [No.108], the Secretary of the General Post Office, on the subject. I accordingly
sent to you on the 27th ultimo the following cabled message in reply to yours [No. 116].

By direction of the Right Hon. the Prime Minister, I have informed Sir Matthew Nathan that
the suggestion contained in “the last paragraph of his memorandum of the 16th June is, in the mean-
time, agreed to. A copy of my letter, so informing him, is enclosed.

1 have, &ec.,

The Hon. the Acting Prime Minister, Wellington. , Ww. Harr-JonEs.

[Vane. Mise. 11/297-8.]

Enclosure in No. 125.
The Hien CoMMISSIONER to the SECRETARY, General Post Office, London.

Sir,— 13 Victoria Street, London S.W., 1st July, 1911.
Referring to your letter to Sir Joseph Ward of the 16th ultimo, with regard to the speedy
transmission of mails across America in connection with the Vancouver service, Sir Joseph Ward
desires me to inform you that inquiries are being made to ascertain whether the train service across
America cannot be reduced, and that in the meantime the suggestion contained in the lagt paragraph
of your letter—namely, that your Department should be allowed to arrange the latest possible posting,
having in view the connection at Vancouver—is agreed to. I have, &ec.
Wu. Harr-Jones.
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Matthew Nathan, G.C.M.G., Secretary, General Post Office, H.C.
[Vane. Mise. 11/294.]

No. 126.

The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL ManacEr, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.
Sir,— (eneral Post Office, Wellington, 10th July, 1911.
I have the honour to refer to your letter of the 19th April last [No. 143, F.-6, 1911} submitting
a time-table for the Vancouver mail-service, and, in reply, to inform you that the time-table is approved
by the Postmaster-General. I enclose a copy [not printed] as printed by this Department.
I have, &ec.,
D. RoBERTSON, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Vane. Mise. 11/200.]

No. 127.

The SEcrETARY, Department of Agriculbure, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington, to the SecrETARY,
General Post Office, Wellington.

Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington,
(Memorandum.) 12th July, 1911

IN reply to your memorandum of the 6th July, kindly note that the Hon. Minister of Industries and
Commerce has approved of the following arrangements in regard to the reservation of refrigerated space
for New Zealand shippers by the Vancouver service —

+#4 (1) That 10,000 cubic feet of refrigerated space in each of the steamers “ Marama” and
“ Makura ” and 5,000 cubic feet in the “ Zealandia ” be reserved until the 1st September next for New
Zealand shipments to be made till the 31st July, 1912. The balance of the cold-storage beyond the
10,000 cubic feet in the “ Marama ” and “ Makura >’ and’5,000 cubic feet in the ““ Zealandia ” be allotted
by the company as soon as practicable to New Zealand shippers who have already applied, and, after
these are satisfied, to Australian shlppers Any part of the 10,000 cubic feet in the ** Marama ~ and
“ Makura,” and 5,000 cubic feet in the ‘‘ Zealandia * remaining unapplied for by New Zealand shippers
on the lst September to be available for Australian shippers, provided that 2,000 cubic feet in each
ship shall be reserved for New Zealand shippers until twenty-eight days before the vessel is appointed
to leave Sydney.
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(2.) That the Union Company be informed that these arrangements are agreed to on the under-
standing that in no case shall undue preference be given to a few shippers to the exclusion of others.

This, you will observe, amounts to acceptance of the proposals contained in the company’s letter
of the 6th June to yourself, with the addition in reference to the understanding that undue prefer-

ence shall not be given to a few shippers. F. 8. Poer, Secretary.
. The Secretary, Post and Telegrapk Department, Wellington. '
[Vane. Misc. 11/201-2.]
[Telegram sent to Union Steam Ship Company on same date in accordance with above
recommendation. ]

, No. 128.
The Hier CommissiONER to the Right Hon. the Primr MINISTER.
SIR,— . Westminster Chambers, 13 Victoria Street, London S.W., 13th Jaly, 1911.
Referring to your cablegram of the 6th instant [see No 122.] . . . . I have now the

honour to enclose herein copy of my letter to the Imperial Post Office conveying your cabled request,
and also copy of that Department’s reply, stating that your wishes shall be carried out.
T have, &ec.,
The Right Hon. the Prime Minister, Wellington. WM. Harr-JoNEgs.
[Vane. Mise. 11/215.]

Enclosure 1 in No. 128.
The SECRETARY to the High Commissioner to the SECRETARY, General Post Office, London.

S1R,— 13 Victoria Street, London 8.W., 6th July, 1911.
Referring to my letter of the Ist instant [not printed], and to previous correspondence with

regard to the mail-service to New Zealand via Vancouver, I am directed by the High Commissicner
to state that he has received the following cablegram from the New Zealand Government for communi-
cation to your Department [see No. 122]. ]

The High Commissioner trusts that this message is quite clear to you, and that you may be able
to inform him that the wishes of his Government therein contained can be carried out.

I have, &c.,
C. WrAY PALLISER,

The Secretary, General Post Office, London E.C. Secretary to the Department.

[Vane. Mise. 11/214.]

Enclosure 2 in No. 128.
The SEcrRETARY, General Post Office, London, to the SECRETARY to the High Commissioner.

SiR,— General Post Office, London, 12th July, 1911.

I am directed by the Postmaster-General to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the
6th instant, transmitting a message from the New Zealand Government concerning the arrangements
for the despatch of correspondence for New Zealand from this country by the accelerated service via
Vancouver, and to acquaint you, for the information of the High Commissioner, that the wishes of the
New Zealand Government shall be carried out. I have, &c.,

The Secretary to the High Commissioner for New Zealand. E. W. Far~aiL.
[Vane. Mise. 11/213.]

No. 129.

The Secrerary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL MaNAGER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

- General Post Office, Wellington, 17th July, 1911.
I have the honour, in confirmation of my telegram of the 12th instant, to forward herewith
copy of a memorandum of that date from the Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists
conveying the arrangements approved of by the Hon. the Minister of Industries and Commerce in
respect of the reservation of refrigerated space for New Zealand shippers in the steamers performing
the Vancouver mail-service. I have, &ec.,
D. RoBEerTSON, Secretary.
The (teneral Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

[Vanc. Mise. 11/2086.]

SIR,—

No. 130.

The GeENERAL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SECRETARY, General Post
Oftice, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Dunedin, 17th July, 1911.
WHEN we were negotiating Vancouver service with Canada we stipulated that if Australia did not
join in the contract the payment for mails between Vancouver and Sydney in both directions should
come to us, and the Minister agreed. Have just received form of contract embodying this as supple-
mentary agreement, and it provides that contractors shall be entitled to collect from Government
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Commonwealth and retain all payments carriage mails to and from Australia. Am afraid this will
not help us on the inward run, seeing the (overnment at port of origin of mails makes payments.
Will be glad of your advice on point.

[Vanc. Misc. 11/204.]

No. 131.

The SEcRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Gmneral ManaGeRr, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 17th July, 1911.
VANCOUVER service : Obliged if you would send me copy of contract and supplementary agreement
referred to. No difficulty about northward collection. As steamer becomes non-contract one between
Auckland and Sydney on southward trip, our usual plan is to pay the company direct, and claim from
country of transit or of origin of mails as case may be. This is repeatedly done in case of mails by
Weir line, which are transferred to your steamers. Only question is whether Canada might object; but
without seeing the contract and supplementary agreement difficult to give decided oplnlon If any
doubt about matter, I could cable Coulter.

[Vane. Mise. 11/213.]

No. 132,
The SEcrRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the DepuTY PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Ottawa.
SIR,~— . General Post Office, Wellington, 22nd July, 1911.

The immediate establishment of a direct mail-service between New Zealand and Canada
has again brought up the question of the rate of postage on parcels. As you are aware, the present
rate is Is. per pound up to a maximum of 11 lb., which is double the rate charged for parcels to the
United States of America. It is suggested that the following rate would be equitable : For parcels
not exceeding 3 lb., 1s.; 71b., 2s.; 11 1b., 3s. : and the allocation of the postage would be as follows :—

31b. 71b. 11 1b.
s d. s. d. s. d.
New Zealand inland rate 0 4 0 8 1 0
Canadian inland rate 0 8 1 4 2 0
10 2 0 3 0

"This proposed rate is the same as is in force between New Zealand and the United Kingdom, and between
the United Kingdom and Canada.

Under the new service, the contract provides for the carriage of parcels withqut additional subsidy,
in which case no sea rate is payable. In the allocation it will be observed that the Canadian inland
rate is shown as double the New Zealand rate, which it is hoped will be regarded as a sufficient payment.
A point that will no doubt receive your special attention is that at the present time it is cheaper to send
a parcel from New Zealand to Canada by way of London than to send it direct. KFor example :—

3 Ib. 7 1b. 11 1b.
8 d. s. d. s, d.
Via London .. .. .. .. .. 1 8 3 4 5 0
Direct 3 0 70 11 0

Should you concur in these proposalb I should be obliged if you would advise me by cable of the
date on which it would be convenient for the new rate to be brought into force.
I have, &ec.,
D. RoBerTsON, Secretary.
The Deputy Postmaster-General, Ottawa.
[P.O. 11/2840.]

No. 133.

The GeEnEraL ManagEr, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SecrETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 25th July, 1911.
ConcLUDE you do not intend employing Mail Agents Vancouver steamers. Kindly confirm.
[Vane. Mise. 11/248.]

No. 134.

The SmcRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENErRaL ManacER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 25th July, 1911.
No present intention of sending Mail Agents Vancouver steamers. This may, however, require
reconsideration later on.

6—L. 6.
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No. 135.

The GEvErAL Manacer, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the ScrETaRY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

SIR,— Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin, 26th July, 1911.

- I have to thank you for your favour of 17th instant, conveying confirmation of your telegram
of 12th instant, and covering a copy of a memorandum from the Department of Agriculture, Commerce,
and Tourists, recording the arrangement arrived at with regard to the allotment of refrigerated space
for New Zealand shippers.

This will serve to confirm our concurrence in the arrangement.

On 14th instant we issued a circular of instructions to our offices at Auckland, Wellington, New
Plymouth, Gisborne, Christchurch, Napier, Dunedin, and Invercargill to advertise locally for appli-
cations for space until 1st September. I have, &c.,

R. McK. McLeNNan, for General Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

[Vane. Misc. 11/340.]

No. 136.

The Secrerary, Auckland Harbour Board, Auckland, to the SEcrETARY, General Post Office,
Wellington.

SIR,— Auckland, 28th July, 1911.

I shall be pleased if you will forward, for the information of this Board, a copy of the contract
between the Postmaster-General and the Union Steam Ship Company (Limited) 1n regard to the
Vancouver mail-service. 1 have, &ec.,

H. B. BurNeTT, Secretary.
The Secretary, Post and Telegraph Department, Wellington.
[Vane, Mise. 11/217.]

No. 137.

The SECRETARY, Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington, to the SECRETARY,
General Post Office, Wellington.

Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists,

(Memorandum.) Wellington, 29th July, 1911.

THIS confirms my verbal communication of this morning to the effect that the Hon. Minister of Industries
and Commerce has approved of the coastal freight of 12s. 6d. per ton which the Union Steam Ship
Company proposes to charge upon goods from other New Zealand ports to Auckland for transhipment
to the Vancouver boats. :

I forward herewith three copies of a circular [not printed] I am issuing to New Zealand exporters,
showing the result of the negotiations with the company in regard to the commercial provisions to be
included in the contract for this service. F. 8. Popg, Secretary.

The Secretary, Post and Telegraph Department, Wellington.

[Vane. Misc. 11/259.]

No. 138.

The SECrRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SEcrETARY, Auckland Harbour Board,
Auckland.

SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 3rd August, 1911.

In reference to your letter of the 28th ultimo, asking for a copy of the New Zealand-
Vancouver mail-service contract, I have the honour to inform you that the formal contract is not
yet ready. The principal conditions are,—

1. The contract to be for five years.

2. Subsidy to be contributed by the New Zealand Government, £20,000 per annum, with exemption
from harbour and dock dues.

3. Permission to be given to the contractors to proceed from Auckland to Sydney or Melbourne,
retaining any sam contributed by the Commonwealth.

4. First outward voyage from Auckland, 4th August; from Vancouver, 6th September. Dates
of departure from Auckland to be amended as soon as practicable to enable a fortnightly alternation
to be made with the San Francisco service.

5. The voyage between Vancouver and Auckland, vie Honolulu and Suva, to be made in nineteen
days. The same time to be kept in the reverse direction.

6. New Zealand shippers to have the first refusal of all space for freight so long as no subsidy is
being paid by the Commonwealth Government. No discrimination in rates of freight, passenger
accommodation, or passenger rates is to be made aganst New Zealand, whether a subsidy is paid by
the Commonwealth or not.

I enclose a copy of the time-table for the service.

I have, &c.,
The Secretary, Auckland Harbour Board, Auckland. D. RoBerTson, Secretary.
Vane. Mise. 11/245.]
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No. 139.

The AssisTANT GENERAL MaNAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrETARY, General
Post Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
- SIR,— Dunedin, 18th August, 1911.
We have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 14th instant [asks for reply to letter of
5th May, about through booking].

We are unable to trace your letter of the 5th May. It has evidently been mislaid here. The
passage rates quoted in our letter to you of the 24th April last apply from Auckland only. Passengers
from other New Zealand ports are, of course, booked through to Vancouver, and a special connecting-rate
~lower than ordinary coastal rate—is added to the Auckland-Vancouver fare.

1 have, &c.,
D. A. A1xEN, Assistant General Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

[Vanc. Mise. 11/313.]
[Acknowledged, 28th August.]

No. 140.

The SzcreTARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the MaNacing DirEctor, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

SiR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 22nd August, 1911.

I beg to forward, for your perusal, draft memorandum of agreement [not printed] for the
conveyance of mails between New Zealand and Canada. Will you kindly favour me with your remarks
thereon at your convenience. I have, &c.,

D. RosErTSON, Secretary.
The Managing Director, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (lelted) Dunedin.

[Vane. Misc. 11/314.]
[For signed copy of agreement see No. 194.]

No. 141.
[News Extract, 9th September, 1911.]

(Telegram.) Melbourne, 8th September, 1911.
Me. A. FisuEr, Commonwealth Premier, in reply to questions in the Federal House of Representatives,
stated that negotiations regarding shipping and mail-services between Australia, Vancouver, and San
Franeisco were still proceeding. He denied saying in London that the Federal Government would not
contribute to the Vancouver service, as the producers objected because New Zealand sent to America
the same class of goods as Australia sent. He might have said that to continue the old arrangements
would simply be subsidizing New Zealand against New South Wales products.

[H.L, vol. 4, p. 177.]

No. 142.

The GeNerRAL ManNacER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SECrRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,— Dunedin, 9th September, 1911.

Referring to the memorandum of agreement for the Vancouver service, our understanding
was that the period to be covered by the New Zealand contract would be sixty-eight round voyages
from the 1st August this year (see your letter of the 31st March to Sir James Mills) [not printed].
How do you propose to record this in the agreement ?

1 would also like to make a slight alteration in the maximum passage-rates from Auckland to
Suva. We are agreeable to make second-class single £7, and return £10 10s. ; third-class single £4 10s.,
and no return third class—that is to say, it would just be the cost of two single tickets. - The alteration -
means a considerable reduction of the second class and a cutting-out of the third return rate of £7. 10s:
We found this alteration necessary in making up our complete tables of rates. ‘

If you will kindly consider the foregoing, and let us have your reply, we shall reply officially
regarding the memorandum of agreement as a whole without delay.

. 1 have, &c.,
R. McK. McLEnNaN, for General Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[Vane. Misc. 11/338.]
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No. 143.

The SmcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SEorETARY, Department of Agriculture
Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.

_ - (Memorandum.) General Post Office, Wellington, 12th September, 1911.
Tue Union Steam Ship Company would like to make an alteration in the maximum passage-rates from
Auckland to Suva. It proposes to make the second-class single fare £7 and return £10 10s., and the
third-class single fare £4 10s. and return £9, equal to two single fares. Kindly inform me whether
your Department agrees to the proposed alteration. D. RoBeRTSON, Secretary.

The Secretary, Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.
Vane. Mise, 11/339.]

No. 144.

The SucrETARY, Postmaster-General’s Department, Melbourne, to the SECRETARY, (eneral Post
Office, Wellington.

Sir,— Postmaster-General’s Department, Melbourne, 14th September, 1911.
I have the honour to inform you that an account has been received from the Union Steam

Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), claiming payment at the Commonwealth regnlation rates
of 2s. per pound for letters and post-cards and 4s. per hundredweight for other articles, for the con-
veyance of Australian mails to New Zealand and American ports, and Fiji, per R.M.S. * Marama,”
which left Sydney on the 31st July last.

2. It is assumed that the vessel in question is under contract to your administration, and I shall
be glad, therefore, of advice in the matter. I have, &ec.,

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. JusTINIAN OXENHAM, Secretary.
[Vanc. Misc. 11/378.]

No. 145.
{Extract from the Journals of the House of Representatives, Wednesday, the 21st day of September, 1911.]

Resolved ,—

TrAaT this House empowers the Government, in conjunction with the Government of the Dominion
of Canada, to establish a four-weekly mail-service between the Port of Auckland and the Port of
Vancouver, subject to the following conditions :—

(a.) That the contract shall be for a term of five years.

(b.) That the payment to be made by New Zealand shall not exceed £20,000 per annum.

(c.) That the service shall be performed by vessels of not less than 6,000 tons, having first-class
passenger accommodation, and fitted with all modern improvements, and also refrigerating-chambers,
and chilled chambers for fruit and dairy-produce.

(d.) That the time shall not exceed nineteen days between Auckland and Vancouver, and vice
versa.—(On motion of the Right Hon. Sir J. G. Warbp.)

No. 146.

The GENERAL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,— -~ Dunedin, 30th September, 1911.

We have just received a letter from our Mr. Irons, Vancouver, reading as follows: “ Will
you please advise us whose duty it will be to inform us when New Zealand mail leaves London, and
when we may expect it at Vancouver. Up to yesterday we had no advice as to when and how
the mail for the ‘ Marama ’ had been forwarded, and had to cable London for the information. The
Canadian Post Office authorities do not appear to know anything about the movements of the English
mail. Will you please take this up with the New Zealand postal authorities, and endeavour to make
some arrangements whereby we will know by what route the mail is being forwarded.” .

I suppose the mail usually comes most of the way through United States territory, and this may
account for the Canadian Post Office authorities not being acquainted with its movements. No doubt,
however, your agent at San Francisco can do what is required to keep our Vancouver man posted, or
could it be arranged that latter should get advices from the American Post Office authorities direct ?
Kindly let me know, at your convenience, what you will arrange, so that I can tell Mr. Irons, and he
will know what to do. I have, &ec.,

' R. McK. McLENNaN, for General Manager.

P.8.—Mr. Irons advises us that the English mails for “ Marama ” arrived at Vancouver at 8 a.m.,
Tuesday, 5th September.—R. McK. McL.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

[Vane, Misc. 11/361.]
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No. 147.

The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the DEPUTY PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Ottawa

(Telegram.) Wellington, 2nd October, 1911.
CoNTRACTORS inconvenienced no advice probable arrival Vancouver mails from London for New
Zealand. Kindly arrange New York advise Vancouver cost this Department.

[Vane. Mise. 11/362.]

No. 148.

The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL MaNacERr, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 2nd October, 1911.
I am in receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo. I have taken up the matter by cable with

Ottawa, and requested Dr. Coulter to arrange with the New York Post Office to advise Vancouver
as the mails pass through. This, I think, will be better than sending the information through our
agent at San Francisco.

T note that the mails for the “ Marama ” arrived at Vancouver at 8 a.m. on Tuesday the 5th
September. Apparently the London office is allowing an ample margin.

I have, &c.,
D. RoserTson, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

[Vane. Mise. 11/363.]

No. 149.

The BrancH ManagER, Union Steam Ship Company, Auckland, to the Crier PostMasTER, Auckland.

: Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Str,— Auckland, 4th October, 1911.

I beg to inform you that I am in receipt of a telegram from our Wellington office stating there
is. no objection to our despatching the Vancouver steamers at noon provided you have no serious
objection.

] I hardly see how there can be any. The Canadian Commissioner is quite agreeable to noon being
the time fixed for sailing.
The noon departure permits of the steamer getting better despatch from Suva.
I have, &ec.,
The Chief Postmaster, Auckland. A. B. J. Irving, Branch Manager.
[Vane. Mise. 11/366.]

No. 150.

The GeneraL Mawaeer, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SmcrETaRY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Sir,— Dunedin, 6th October, 1911.

Our Mr. Irons, cabling advice of the sailing of “Makura ” at 11 a.m. their Wednesday, men-
tions that her mail which left London on the 23rd September wie New York reached Vancouver on
Wednesday only one hour after the mail which left London 22nd September by ** Empress of Britain
via Quebec. 1 thought this would interest you, and you may not have received the information from
elsewhere. I have, &ec.,

R. McK. McLENNAN, for General Manager.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
{Vane. Misc, 11/376.]
[Acknowledged, 16th October.]

No. 151.
The Depury PosTMASTER-(ENERAL, Ottawa, to the SEcRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Ottawa, 7th October, 1911.
New Yorx will telegraph Vancouver. Writing.
[Vanc. Mise. 11/365.]
[Acknowledged, 13th October.)

No. 152.

The Drpury PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Ottawa, to the SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington.
SR, — Post Office Department, Ottawa, 7th October, 1911.

With reference to your cable message of the 2nd instant, stating that the contractors have
been inconvenienced through having no advice of the probable arrival at Vancouver of the mails from
London for New Zealand, and asking that arrangement should be made for New York to advise Van-
couver in this matter at the expense of your Department, I beg to say that the Post Office Department
of the United States was immediately requested to have information as to the despatch from New
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York of the British mails for New Zealand telegraphed to the Postmaster of Vancouver regularly in
future, and to make arrangements for rendering accounts to your Department for the cost of the
necessary telegrams.

This Department is now in receipt of the following reply from the United States Department :

““ Arrangement respecting telegraphic advice New York - Vancouver accept&ble and I have accordingly
‘advised you by cable that “ New York will telegraph Vancouver.”

The Postmaster of Vancouver, on receiving the telegram from the Postmaster of New York advising
the despatch of New Zealand mails, will immediately communicate with the agents of the Union Steam
Ship Company. I have, &c.,

R. M. Courrer, Deputy Postmaster-General.

The Secretary, General Post thce Wellington.

[Vane. Misc. 11/404.]

No. 153.

The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Cuigr PostmasteR, Auckland.
(Telegram.) Welhington, 9th October, 1911.
Your minute of 5th instant [not prlnted] Time departure of Vancouver steamers. Despatch of
steamer at noon and earlier closing of mails as proposed approved if you are satisfied that this will

suit business people.
[Vanc. Mise. 11/369.]

No. 154.

The SECRETARY, Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington, to the SECRETARY,
(teneral Post Office, Wellington.
. Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington,

(Memorandum.) 9th October, 1911.
Your memo. of the 12th ultimo : Confirming my verbal intimation of the 7th instant, this Department
has no objections to the proposed alterations of the fares from Auckland to Suva by the Union Steam
Ship Company in connection with the New Zealand - Vancouver service.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. F. 8. Porg, Secretary.
[Vane. Miso. 11/370.]

No. 155.

The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL MANAGER, Umon Steam Ship
) Company, Dunedin. .
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 9th October, 1911.

In Ieference to your letter of the 9th ultimo, I have the honom to inform you that the
contract will be recorded as ending on the 15th October, 1916. This will have allowed the 68th round
voyage to begin, the voyage to be ended in terms of the contract.

The Department agrees to the maximum second- and third-class fares between Auckland and
Suva being fixed as follows :—

£ s d.
Second-class single 700
Second-class return 1010 ©
Third-class single 410 0
Third-class return * 0 0

I have, &c.,
D. ROBERTSON Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Shlp Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Vanc. Misc. 11/368.]

No. 156.

The SecrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENErRaL ManNacer, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 10th October, 1911.

Referring to my letter of the 2nd instant to Mr. McLennan, in which I stated that I had
requested the Deputy Postmaster-General, Ottawa, to arrange with the New York Post Office to advise
Vancouver as the mails passed through, I have the honour to inform you that a reply has been received
that New York will telegraph Vancouver as desired. [ have, &c.,

D. ROBERTSON, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

[Vane. Misc. 11/372.]

* Double the single fare.
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No. 157. :

The BrancH ManNager, Canadian-Australian Royal Mail Line, Auckland, to the CHIEF POSTMASTER,
Auckland.

Sir,— Canadian-Australian Royal Mail Line, Auckland, 11th October, 1911.

I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 10th instant [not printed], with reference
to time of departure of the Vancouver mail-steamers, and to thank you for obtaining permission for
these steamers to leave Auckland at noon instead of 2 p.m. It has, however, been decided that the
“ Marama ™ (27th instant) will not be despatched from here before 2 p.m., and also the ** Makura ™ (24th
proximo) ; but as regards the departure of the *Zealandia” on the 29nd December, we shall take
advantage of the permit which your Department has given the company to despatch the steamers at
noon when it is expedient for us to do so. I have, &c.,

The Chief Postmaster, Auckland. A. B. J. IrvINg, Branch Manager.
[Vane. Mise, 11/374.]
{Chief Postmaster, Auckland, formally instructed, 19th October.]}

No. 158.

The SecrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SEcrrETaRY, Postmaster- General’s
Department, Melbourne.

SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 12th October, 1911.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 14th ultimo, respecting a
claim by the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited) for payment at the Common-
wealth regulation rates for the conveyance of Australian mails to New Zealand, Fiji, and America
by the R.M.S. “ Marama,” which left Sydney on the 31st July last.

The voyage of the “ Marama ” from Auckland to Vancouver, commenced on the 4th August last,
was the first trip of the new contract mail-service arranged between this Dominion and Canada. As
the Australian mails for Fiji and America are placed on board the Vancouver steamers at Sydney, .
and are not handled by this Department, it would be convenient if payment for the sea conveyance
thereof be arranged between your administration and the Union Steam Ship Company, and it is
suggested that this course be followed. I have, &c.,

D. RoBERTSON, Secretary.

The Secretary, Postmaster-General’s Department, Melbourne.

[Vane. Misc. 11/381.}
[Acknowledged, 19th October.}

. No. 159.
The DEPUTY PoSTMASTER-GENERAL, Ottawa, to the SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington.
SiR,— Post Office Department, Ottawa, 20th October, 1911.

With reference to my letter of the Tth instant, on the subject of your request that notice of
the despatch from New York of the British mails for New Zealand which are forwarded by way of New
York and Vancouver shall be telegraphed from New York to Vancouver at the expense of your
administration, 1 beg to say that the Post Office Department of the United States is instructing the
Postmaster at New York to send the telegrams to the Postmaster at Vancouver “ collect,” and that
payment for them will therefore be made through this Department, and claimed in the quarterly
accounts between our two administrations. I have, &e.,

R. M. CouLtER, Deputy Postmaster-General.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[Vanc.-Misc. 11/419.]
[Acknowledged, 24th November ; General Manager of Union Steam Ship Company informed, 14th
November.]

No. 160.

The SECRETARY, Australasian Federated Seamen’s Industrial Association, Dunedin, to the Right Hon.
the PrRiME MINISTER.

Executive Council,
New Zealand Branch, Australasian Federated Seamen’s Industrial Association,
SR, — 1 Crawford Street, Dunedin, 16th October, 1911.
By direction of the above council, I have the honour to bring under your notice the following
resolution passed by the council in conference assembled, viz :—
« Whereas the New Zealand Government has subs1d1zed a mail-service between New Zealand and
Vancouver which is not subsidized or supported by the Commonwealth: and
“ Whereas the vessels so subsidized make the Port of Sydney their headquarters, obtain all their
supplies and crews at that port, and have all repairs effected there: and
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“ Whereas this council is of opinion that the Port of Auckland is being prejudiced by this action
. Bg it therefore regolved,—

“ That the Right Hon. the Prime Minister be requested in the interests of New Zealand generally
to request the people operating the subsidized vessels to transfer their favours to the country which
-pays the money.” :

The council is advised that there is no necessity for the Vancouver boat going to Sydney, and
the ““lay days ”” between trips might be allocated to Auckland instead of Sydney.

Trusting this subject will have your attention during the present session of Parliament,

I have, &c.,
WiLLiaMm BELCHER, Secretary.

The Right Hon. Sir J. G. Ward, P.C.,” K.C.M.G., Prime Minister, Wellington.

[Vane. Misc. 11/394-5.]

No. 161.

The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL ManNagER, Union Steam
Ship Company, Dunedin.

StR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 31st October, 1911.

I have the honour to forward heréwith copy of a letter from the secretary of the Australasian
Federated Seamen’s Industrial Association on the subject of the headquarters of the Vancouver mail-
steamers, together with a copy of the Postmaster-General’s reply. I should be much obliged if youn
would look into the matter, and favour me with any remarks you desire to make.

I have, &ec.,
D. RoserTsoN, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Vane. Miso. 11/396.)

No. 162.

The Hon. the PosTMaSTER-GENERAL, Wellington, to the SECRETARY, Australasian Federated Seamen’s
Industrial Association, Dunedin.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 31st October, 1911.
T have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 16th instant, on the subject
of the headquarters of the Vancouver steamers.

As at present arranged, the contractors have the option of proceeding to Sydney, and I fear that,
without a largely increased subsidy, it would not be possible to have Auckland made the headquarters
of the line instead of Sydney. I am, however, sending a copy of your letter to the contractors, with a
request that they will consider whether it is possible to meet the wishes of your association. T shall
communicate to you in due course the nature of their reply.

I have, &c.,
J. G. Warp, Postmaster-General.

Wm. Belcher, Esq., Secretary, Australasian Federated Seamen’s Industrial Association, 1 Crawford
Street, Dunedin.

[Vane. Mise. 11/393.]

No. 163.
The CuairMaN, Pacific Cable Board, London, to the Right Hon. the PRIME MINISTER.

{Telegram.) London, 5th November, 1911.
Tar Pacific Cable Board finds difficulty in making reasonable arrangements for steamers to call at
Fanning Island four times each year. Union Company ask minimum five hundred pounds per trip,
possibly more. Cost might be reduced if New Zealand and Canada agree to allow an extension of
contract time when steamer calling at Fanning Island either on outward or homeward trip. Will youn
kindly cable your approval or otherwise of suggested extension.

[Vanc. Mise. 11/396.}

No. 164.
The CuatrRMaN, Pacific Cable Board, London, to the Hon. the POSTMASTER-GENERAL.

(Telegram.) London, 26th November, 1911.
Carrs at Fanning Island : Canadian Government willing, if New Zealand concurs, to make allowance
in contract time for mails not exceeding twenty-four hours four times a year. Could your Govern
ment reconsider its decision if calls were made on northern voyages ? Unless some such arrangement
can be made the Pacific Cable Board will be placed in position of great embarrassment.

[Vane. Misc. 11/440.]
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No. 165.

The Hon. the PosTMASTER-GENERAL to the CmarrmaN, Pacific Cable Board, London.
(Telegram.) _ Wellington, 28th November, 1911.
CaLL Fanning : Regret still unable agree twenty-four hours’ extension four times yearly northward
‘voyage Vancouver steamer. Regularity of mail-services paramount. Through time at present not

rapid. Policy aims accelerating.
[Vanc, Mise. 11/442.]

No. 166.

The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL Manager, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 6th December, 1911.
I have the honour to forward herewith a draft agreement [not printed] for the Vancouver
mail-service, and shall be glad to learn whether your company agrees to it. Kindly return the draft

with your reply. I have, &c., )
D. RoBERTSON, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

[Vane. Mise. 11/439.]
[For signed copy of agreement see No. 194.]

No. 167.
The SECRETARY, General Post Office, London, to the Hon. the PostmMaSTER-GENERAL, Wellington
S1r,— General Post Office, Liondon, 8th December, 1911.

As you are doubtless aware, no arrangements have been made for the steamers performing
the new mail-service between Vancouver and New Zealand to call at Fanning Island, and the mail-
service from this country to the island via Vancouver is therefore interrupted.

The Postmaster-General observes from the “Post and Telegraph Monthly Bulletin,” issued
by your office, that mails for Fanning Island are despatched at irregular intervals by the Pacific cable
steamer ““ Iris ” from Auckland, but he understands that the sailings of this steamer are very infrequent.

In these circumstances, I am to inguire whether there are any other means of communicating
with the island, and to request that, if so, full particulars of them may be communicated to this
office. Parcels from this country for Fanning Island have been forwarded since 1903 to New Zealand
for onward transmission to destination, and perhaps you will be good enough to state how they have
been sent forward by your office. I have, &c.,

The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington. E. W. FarnaALL.

[0.R. 12/1852(1).]

No. 168.

The SecreTarRY, Canterbury Chamber of Commerce, Christchurch, to the Hon. . the PosTMASTER-
GENERAL.
Christchurch, 19th December, 1911.
The present times of departure of the mails for Vancouver and San Francisco were under
discussion at the last meeting of this Council, and I am directed to ask that arrangements be made
whereby the steamers should leave Auckland and Wellington every Friday fortnight, thus leaving
an interval of a fortnight between each instead of at present one week and three weeks respectively.
The usefulness of the mails is largely discounted by the present method of despatch, and it is hoped
that the suggestion will meet with your favourable consideration.
I have, &ec.,
The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington. H. AxTiLn ADLEY, Secretary.

[Vanc. Misc. 11/444.]

Sir,—

No. 169.

The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SrEcrETARY, Canterbury Chamber of
Commerce, Christchurch.
General Post Office, Wellington, 23rd December, 1911.
1 have the honour, by direction, to refer to your letter of the 19th instant, requesting that
arrangements be made for a fortnightly interval between the departure from this Dominion of the
mail-steamers to Vancouver and San Francisco, and to inform you that the Department is endeavouring

to arrange as proposed. I have, &ec.,
D. Rosrrrson, Secretary.

SIR,—

The Secretary, Canterbury Chamber of Commerce, Christchurch,
[Vanec. Misc. 11/446.]

7T—L, 6,
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No. 170.

The GENERAL MawaceR, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SECRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

. ) Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
* S1R,— Dunedin, 3rd January, 1912.

Referring to our letter of the 12th ultimo [not printed], covering yours of the 6th idem, we
would like to submit the following remarks regarding the draft of memorandum of agreement :—

Coastal Freight.—To avoid possibility of misunderstanding, we would like clause 5 to read “ Not
exceeding 12s. 6d. per ton, weight or measurement at contractor’s option, may be charged for such
carriage.”

Pgassages of New Zealand Government Officers—Referring to clause 21, the Canadian contract
provides for transportation of the Government Trades Commissioners with their wives, families, and
effects, and we would be very pleased to make the same condition apply to Trades Commissioners that
may be appointed by the New Zealand Government to or from Canada or the United States of
America. We surmise that this is really what was intended in drafting the clause, but as it now stands
it carries too wide a reading.

Duration of Contract : Clause 26.—Our understanding was that the contract with New Zealand
would cover sixty-eight round voyages, beginning with the departure from Auckland on the 4th
August last (see your letter of the 9th October), and we would suggest that this clause be amended
accordingly.

With the foregoing exceptions, the proposed conditions appear to us to be in accordance with the
understanding arrived at in correspondence. As requested, we return the draft herewith [not printed].

I have, &ec.,
R. McK. McLenwan, for General Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

[Vane. Misc. 11/464.]

No. 171.

The SecrRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL MaNAGER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 18th January, 1912.
1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 3rd instant. -

Coastal Freight.—As desired, in clause 6 “ weight or measurement at contractor’s option ” has
been inserted after ‘“12s. 6d. per ton.”

Passages of New Zealand Government Officers.—Clause 21 has been deleted.

Duration of Contract.—Clauses 1 and 25 (clause 26 of the draft agreement) have been altered to

show that the contract covers sixty-eight round voyages.
I now enclose, in duplicate, the form of agreement [not printed] for execution, and shall be glad

to receive back both coples as soon as possible. I have, &c.,
W. R. Mogris, for Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

[Vanc. Misc. 12/6.]
[For signed copy of agreement see No. 194.]

No. 172,

The AssisTANT SECRETARY, (leneral Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL MaNAGER, Union Steam
/ Ship Company, Dunedin.
SiR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 20th January, 1912.

I beg to thank you for your telegram of the 16th instant [not printed], giving the information
that the ¢ Makura ** called at Fanning Igland on the 6th instant. May I anticipate that the Vancouver
steamer will call on the next downward voyage as well ? 1 observe that the ““ Makura ” has called
regularly at the island on the downward voyage lately. The London Post Office is inquiring about
the delivery of mails at Fanning Island, and in order to give that office as much advantage as
possible, I should be obliged if you would reply to this letter by collect telegram.

I have, &c.,
W. R. Morr1s, Assistant Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

No. 173.
The Hice CoMMIssIONER to the Right Hon. the PriME MINISTER.

Westminster Chambers, 13 Victoria Street, London S.W.,
SIR,— 22nd January, 1912.

Pacific Cable Board : Correspondence for Fanning Island.
I enclose, for your information, copy of correspondence with the (teneral Post Office, London,
and with the Pacific Cable Board, with regard to mail-matter which the Post Office here has now on

hand for Fanning Island. I have, &ec.,
The Right Hon. the Prime Minister, Wellington, - Ww, Harr-Jongs,

[O.R. 12/1852(1).]
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Eneclosure 1 in No. 173.
The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, London, to the HicE COMMISSIONER.

Sir,— General Post Office, London, 11th January, 1912.
With reference to your letter of the 13th November last [not printed], concerning the question

of the call at Fanning Island of the steamers of the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand per-

forming the mail-service between Vancouver and New Zealand, [ am directed to inform you that a
quantity of correspondence for Fanning Island is on hand at this office, and, in view of the interruption
of the service to the island by way of Vancouver, the Postmaster-General would be obliged if you
would let him know whether it would be expedient, in your opinion, to forward the correspondence
to New Zealand for onward transmission or to retain it at this office for the present.
I have, &c.,
The High Commissioner for New Zealand. E. W. FARNALL.

Enclosure 2 in No. 173.

The SECRETARY, High Commissioner’s Department, to the LoNDON MANAGER AND SECRETARY,
Pacific Cable Board.

Sir,— 13 Victoria Street, London S.W., 15th January, 1912.

I am directed by the High Commissioner to ask if you will kindly inform me of the arrange-
ments that have been made for steamer calls at Fanning Island and the dates of call, as well as the
dates of departure of mails from this country that will fit in with the calls.

T have, &c.,
C. WrAY PALLISER.
A. 8. Baxendale, Ksq., London Manager and Secretary, Pacific Cable Board, Queen Anne’s
Chambers, S.W.

Enclosure 8 in No. 173.
The Accounrtant, Pacific Cable Board, London, to the Hica CoMMISSIONER.

The Pacific Cable Board, Queen Anne’s Chambers, S.W.,
SIR,— 19th. January, 1912.
I am directed to advise you, in reply to your letter of the 15th instant, that no permanent
measure has yet been arranged for regular steamship communications with Fanning Island.
The next call will be made by the * Iris,” which will leave Auckland on or about the 1st April.
I have, &ec.,
The High Commissioner for New Zealand. FreD. J. ADYE, Accountant.

No. 174.

The AcTING-SECRETARY, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SmcorETARY, (General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Ste.— Dunedin, 24th January, 1912.
Fanning Island call : In reply to your letter of the 20th instant, we beg to state that it has
been decided for the present that the Vancouver steamers will discontinue calling at Fanning Island.
We tunderstand that the Pacific Cable Board have made other arrangements for a steamer to call with

“stores, &ec. I have, &c., .
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. C. HuaHEs, Acting-Secretary.
No. 175.
The Right Hon. the Prime MinisTer, Wellington, to the Higr CoMMISSIONER.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 25th January, 1912.

For Post Office from Post Office. Your letter 8th December: Vancouver: steamer ceased calling
Fanning for present. Only opportunity meantime “Iris.”” Next despatch from Auckland about
1st April. Hitherto parcels by Vancouver steamer or *“ Iris.”

No. 176.
The SECRETARY, General Post Office, London, to the Hon. the PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Wellington.
Str,— General Post Office, London, 26th January, 1912.

With reference to the letter from this office of the S8th ultimo, relative to the mail-service with
Fanning Island, I am directed to inform you that, according to a letter received from the High Commis-
gioner for the Dominion of New Zealand, the cable steamer “ Iris ” will leave Auckland for Fanning
Island on or about the 1st April next.
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The Postmaster-General proposes to take advantage of this opportunity for the despatch of
correspondence for Fanning Island ; and all such correspondence received in time will be forwarded by
each opportunity in the mails for Auckland for onward transmission by the “ Iris.” The last of the
correspondence to connect with that steamer will be forwarded in the mail to be despatched from this

* office on the 23rd February, which is due at Auckland on the 31st Maxch.

The Postmaster-General will be glad if you will make the necessary arrangements for the onward
transmission of the correspondence ; and he will be much obliged if you will be so good as to inform
him when similar opportunities occur in future. I have, &c.,

The Hon. the Postmaster-General, Wellington. E. W, FarnarL.

No. 177.
The Hier CommissioNER to the Right Hon. the PriMe MINISTER.

Westminster Chambers, 13 Victoria Street, London S.W.,
SIR,— 26th January, 1912.

General Post Office : Commumnication with Fanning Island.
I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt, yesterday, of your cablegram reading as
follows [see No. 175].
I have, of course, communicated the message to the General Post Office, London.
You will observe that it fully confirms the information I had obtained from the Pacific Cable
Board, and furnished to the Imperial Post Office in my communication of the 22nd instant
[not printed), of which I sent you a copy with my letter of the same date.

I have, &ec.,
The Right Hon. the Prime Minister, Wellington. Wnu. Havi-Jones.
No. 178.
The Depury PoSTMASTER-GENERAL, Ottawa, to the SEcRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) " Ottawa, 27th January, 1912.

AccEpr proposals regarding parcel-post [No. 132]. Would Ist March be suitable? Rate from
Canada will be twelve cents per pound.
[P.0. 11/2840.]

No. 179.
The Hon. the PostmasTEr-GENERAL, Wellington, to the SECRETARY, General Post Office, London,
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 31st January, 1912.

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 8th ultimo, in reference
to postal communication with Fanning Island.

I have to confirm my message of the 25th instant, communicated through the High Commissioner,
informing you that the Vancouver steamer has ceased calling at Fanning Island for the present, and
that in the meantime the only opportunity of communication with the island is that given by the calls
of the cable steamer “ Iris.” The next despatch from Auckland will be about the Ist April; and it
was in view of the earliness of that date that I thought it well to telegraph. Hitherto parcels have®
been despatched to Fanning Island by the Vancouver steamer or the “ Iris.”

The Manager in the Pacific of the Pacific Cable Board has continued correspondence with this
Department with the view of securing the regular call of a contract mail-steamer at the island ; but the
Postmaster - General does not see his way to incur the additional expense which such a call
would involve. As the Board fully understands the position, 1 have no doubt it will manage to set in
operation at an early date some plan of communication more or less regular—by the use of the cable
steamer, or by subsidizing a connecting service, steam or sail, from Honolulu, or other means. No
doubt you will receive information on these points from the London office of the Board itself.

’ I have, &c.,
W. R. Mogrgris, for the Postmaster-General.

The Secretary, General Post Office, London.

[O.R. 12/1852(1).]

No. 180.
The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the PostmastER, Honolulu.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 1st February, 1912.
Paciric cable steamer “ Iris 7’ leaves Suva early in April for Fanning Island, carrying mails.
[Telegram in similar terms sent to Postmaster, Vancouver.]
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No. 181.
"The SecreETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the DEPUTY PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Ottawa.
Sir,— - General Post Office, Wellington, 8th February, 1912.

T have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your telegram of the 27th ultimo accepting
the “proposal of this Department for an alteration !in the rate of postage on parcels between New
Zealand and Canada.

It is noted that the rate from Canada will be 12 cents per pound. I should be glad if you would
inform me how this postage will be allocated.
Arrangements will be made for the reduced rates to come into force in this Dominion on the 1st
March next. ) : I have, &c.,
W. R. Morzis,
The Deputy Postmaster-General, Ottawa. for Secretary.
[P.O. 11/2840.]

[Read here No. 63, New Zealand — San Francisco route.]

No. 182.
The SmcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Cuirr PostmasTER, Auckland.
(Memorandum.) General Post Office, Wellington, 22nd February, 1912.

Tar Department agrees to the Vancouver steamers being despatched from Auckland during the next
few months at 3 p.m. Please inform the Branch Manager of the Union Steam Ship Company, and
arrange for the mails to be closed an hour later than at present.

The Chief Postmaster, Auckland. D. RoBerTsON, Secretary.
[Vanc. Misc. 12/28.]

No. 183.

The GeEnerAL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SECRETARY, General
Post Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SR, — Dunedin, 2nd March, 1912.
Vancouver Manl-service Contract.

Referring to your letter of the 18th January last, permit me to direct attention to clause 23,
which would subject the steamers to a penalty of £200 if they happened to be delayed, with an addi-
tional £50 for every twenty-four hours so delayed. We do not, of course, anticipate serious delays,
the explanation of which may not be considered satisfactory by the Minister, but we would point out
that our agreement with Canada provides against delays by a penalty of £30 per twenty-four hours,
and we trust that it will be agreeable to the Minister to make an alteration to correspond.

We note that the allotment of cold-storage space is left open, by clause 28 ; but we assume that
the intention is to follow on the same lines as last year. I have, &c.,
R. McK. McLeNNAN, for General Manager.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[Vanc. Mise. 12/31.]

No. 184.

The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the MANAGER IN THE Paciric, Pacific Cable
Board, Sydney.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 4th March, 1912.
WaeN is “ Iris ” likely to be going to Fanning Island ? I find London is holding quantity of mail-
matter. If any other arrangement to be made, suggest you might ask your Board to advise London
Post Office.

[O.R. 12/1852(1).]

No. 185.

The MaNAGER IN THE Paciric, Pacific Cable Board (at Auckland), to the SEcreTARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Auckland, 4th March, 1912.
“Iris” leaves Auckland 1st April for Fanning. London Manager has advised G.P.0. there date of
sailing, and arrangements been made for English mail-matter reach New Zealand in time.

[Acknowledged, 5th March, 1912.]

[Read here No. 67, New Zealand - San Francisco route.]
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No. 186.
The Hon. the PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Wellington, to the SmcrETARY, General Post Office, London.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 12th March, 1912.

. I bave the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 26th January last, in
" reference to the mail-service to Fanning Island.

The necessary arrangements have been made for the onward transmission -of correspondence
forwarded from the United Kingdom for despatch from Auckland by the cable steamer “ Iris” on
or about the lst April next; and your office will be informed of opportunities occurring in future for
the despatch of correspondence for Fanning Island. I have, &ec.,

W. R. Mogrgris, for the Postmaster-General.

The Secretary, General Post Office, London.

[O.R. 12/1852(1).]

No. 187.

The SecreTaRY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERaL MaNacER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 25th March, 1912.

I have the honour to refer to clauses 3 and 4 of the draft agreement for the Vancouver mail-
service, under which the time of departure of the steamer from Auckland is to be that fixed by the
Postmaster-General ; and to bring under your notice that the “ Zealandia ” left at 5.10 a.m. on
the 16th instant instead of at 3 p.m. on the 15th. I hope the delayed departure will not mean further
delay after arrival at Vancouver ; and I shall be glad of an assurance that the 3 p.m. Friday departure
will be observed in future. I have, &c.,

D. RoBERTSON, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Vanc. Mise. 12/42.]

No. 188.
The Hicn OOMMISSIONER vorR THE WESTERN Pacrric, Suva, to the Hon. the PosTMASTER-GENERAL,
Welhng’con
(Telegram.) Suva, 27th March, 1912.

Hiere Commissioner, Western Pacific, will be obliged if you will agree to deviation of steam-
ship ““ Makura ” to Washington Island on present trip to pick up thirty castaways, for whom provisions
are reported likely to be wanting. Union Company, Government of Fiji agree. Government of
Canada is being consulted with. Matter most urgent, as ‘ Makura ” leaves Honolulu to-morrow
evening.

[Vanc. Misc. 12/45.]

No. 189.

The Hon. the PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Wellington, to the Hiem CoMMISSIONER FOR THE WESTERN
Pacrric, Suva.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 27th March, 1912.
PosTMASTER-GENERAL, New Zealand, agrees to deviation of *“ Makura ” o Washington Island.
[Vanc. Mise. 12/46.]

No. 190.
The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SEcrETARY, Department of Agriculture,
Commerce, and Tourists, Wellington.
(Memorandum.) General Post Office, Wellington, 30th March, 1912.
Vancouwver Mail-service Agreement : Cold-storage Space.

In a recent letter [see No. 183] respecting the draft agreement for the Vancouver mail-service
the Union Steam Ship Company says, “ We note that the allotment of cold-storage space is left open
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by clause 28, but we assume that the intention is to follow on the same lines as last year.” 1 attach a
copy of clause 28 of the draft agreement, and shall be glad if you will inform me what reply should
bé sent to the company. F. V. Waregrs, for Secretary.

The Secretary, Department of Agriculture, Commerce, and Tourigts, Wellington.
[Vane. Misc. 12/43.]

No. 191.

The GeENERAL MaNAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SrcrETARY, General
Post, Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (anted)
S1R,— Dunedin, 30th March, 1912.

In reply to your letter of the 25th instant, I beg to explain that the weather at Auckland
on the 15th instant was such that the large quantity of frozen produce awaiting shipment by the
‘“ Zealandia ” could not be handled during the day, and the sailing was postponed until the following
morning, in the expectation that the heavy rain would ease oft during the night. Our expectation was
realized, and the steamer sailed at 5 a.m. with all cargo offered. We, of course, had in view that the
¢ Zealandia ” would be able to make up most of the time on the run to Suva, and I am pleased to say
that she cleared that port at & p.m. on Tuesday, and we quite anticipate that she will reach Vancouver
on time-table date.

We hope that there will be no recurrence of the experience of such unfavourable weather at Auck-
land on the mail-steamer days; but, if there is, do you wish us to refer the question of postponement
to you, or may we, at our discretion, detain the steamer until the Saturday morning ?

I have, &c.,
R. McK. McLenNAN, for General Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

[Vanc. Misc, 12/44.]

No. 192.

The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENErar ManaeEr, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 10th April, 1912.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 30th ultimo, in reference
to the despatch of the R.M.S. ©“ Zealandia ” at 5.10 a.m. on the 16th idem instead of at the schedule
time—viz., 3 p.m. on the 15th.

It is not necessary for your company to refer to this office in a case where there is no reason to
apprehend that the vessel will deliver the mail late in Vancouver. This office should know without
fail any case in which a consequent derangement of the time-table is to be feared.

I have the telegram from you [not printed] that the ** Zealandia ” arrived at Vancouver one day
seventeen hours late, evidently having lost further time on the passage.

I have, &ec.,
D. ROBFRTQON Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

LVane. Mise. 12/44.]

No. 193.

The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL Managur, Union Steam Ship
Company (Limited), Dunedin.

SIR,— Greneral Post Office, Wellington, 17th April, 1912.
Vancouver Mail-service Contract.

1 have the honour to refer to your letter of the 2nd ultimo, relating to the Vancouver mail-
service contract, and to say that clause 23 has been altered to correspond with the Canadian contract
A reply will be sent later about clause 28.

I enclose in duplicate the form of agreement for execution by your company, and shall be
glad to receive back both copies for completion by the Postmaster-General.
I have, &ec.,
W. R. Morris, for Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Shlp Company of New Zealand (lel‘(ed), Dunedin,
[Vane. Misc, 12/57.]
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No. 194.

CoNTrACT FOR (CONVEYANCE OF OCEAN MAILS.

»‘Agree'ment‘between the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited ) and the Postmaster-
General of New Zealand.

MEMORANDM of agreement made this ninth day of July, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine
hundred and twelve, between the Honourable the Postmaster-General of the Dominion of New
Zealand (hereinafter referred to as ‘‘ the Minister,”” which expression shall include the Postmaster-
General of the said Dominion for the time being), acting for and on behalf of His Majesty, of
the one part, and the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (L1m1ted) an incorporated
company carrying on business in the Dominion of New Zealand and in the Commonwealth of
Australia and elsewhere (hereinafter referred to as ‘‘ the Contractor ’’), of the other part, wit-
nesseth that for and in consideration of the covenants, agreements, stipulations, and reservations
hereinafter contained on the part of His Majesty, the Contractor, for itself and its successors or
assigns, doth covenant and agree to and with His Majesty, his heirs and successors, in manner
and form and to the effect following, that is to say :—

Route.

1. The Contractor will provide, establish, maintain, continue, and carry on during a period
required for the completion of sixty-eight round voyages calculated as begun on the fourth day
of August, one thousand nine hundred and eleven, in the manner hereinafter set forth, a regular
steamship service between the City of Auckland, in the Dominion of New Zealand, and the City
of Vancouver, in the Province of British Columbia, calling at Suva, in the Fiji Islands, and
Honolulu, in the Sandwich Islands, and at the outer wharf in the City of Vietoria, in the said
Province of British Columbia, on both outward and homeward voyages from Auckland to Van-
couver and from Vancouver to Auckland: Provided, however, that if so required by the Minister
each vovage from Canada to New Zealand shall be extended to a port or ports in Australia; but
the Minister shall not be entitled to make such requisition unless a binding contract shall have
been entered into between the Contractor and the Commonwealth of Australia with regard to the
extension of any such voyage to such port or ports: Provided further that in the event of the
Commonwealth of Australia not entering into such a contract nothing herein contained shall be
deemed to prevent the Contractor, if it shall consider it expedient to do so, from itself extending
any voyage to a port or ports in Australia, and in any such case the Contractor shall be entitled to
collect from the Government of the Commonwealth of Australia and retain all payments for the
carriage of mails from Australia to Vancouver, and the Minister shall pay the Contractor at
gratuity rates for the earrlage of mails originating in New Zealand from New Zealand to Aus-
tralia by the vessel employed in any such extended voyage.

Steamships.

2. The steamships ‘‘ Makura,”” “Marama,’” ‘‘Zealandia,”’” or such other steamships of not less
than an equal number of tons gross tonnage to be approved by the Minister for the purpose, shall be
regularly and continuously employed in the said service. Each of the said steamships is warranted
to have the most approved triple-expansion machinery refrigerators for the ship’s use, duplicate
electric-light engines, special ventilation for tropical voyages, ample saloon and cabin accom-
modation for at least one hundred and thirty passengers, and to be provided with every comfort
and convenience that is to be found in the best Atlantic liners of its size. Each of the said steam-
ships is further warranted to be of the highest class at Lloyd’s or British Corporation, and to
comply in every respect with the requirements of the shipping laws and regulations of New Zea-
land; and each of the said steamships shall during the continuance of the agreement be at all
times tight, sound, staunch, and strong, and well and sufficiently manned, victualled, and
equipped, and in every respect seawofthy, and shall further at all times during the continuance
of this agreement retain the qualification and class which it is hereinbefore warranted to possess;
and the vessels aforesaid and every other vessel used under this contract shall be fitted with cool-
storage chambers in which fish-ova, dead meat, or other natural products may be conveyed, and
such cool-storage chambers shall be fitted with all necessary appliances and machinery for working
and keeping the same effective.

Voyages.

3. The round trip for each of the said steamships shall begin and end at Auckland, in New
Zealand, calling as aforesaid at Suva, Honolulu, and the outer wharf in the City of Victoria on
each and every voyage as aforesaid. = The first voyage in performance of this agreement shall com-
mence and be made from Auckland on the fourth day of August, one thousand nine hundred and
eleven, and subsequent voyages after the first shall commence and be made from Auckland afore-
said on dates and at times to be from time to time appointed for that purpose by the Minister.
The duration of each voyage from Auckland to Vancouver and from Vancouver to Auckland shall
not exceed nineteen days, including one days’ detention at Honolulu on each voyage both outward
and homeward,
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Service to be Four-weekly.

4. The said service shall be four-weekly, and the said steamships shall leave the said ports
of Auckland and Vancouver on the days and at the times to be from time to time appointed for
that purpose by the Minister after consultation with the Minister of Trade and Commerce of the
Dominion of Canada. Each voyage shall be deemed to commence as soon after the completion
of the embarkation of the mails intended to be thereby conveyed as, having regard to practical
considerations, the anchor of such vessels can be weighed or the vessel can be loosed from its
moorings, and each such voyage shall be deemed to be completed when the vessel has arrived and
been anchored or moored at some position in the port of destination from which the mails can be
conveniently disembarked; and the times of the commencement and completion of every voyage
shall be ascertained and recorded by the officers of the Minister in pursuance of arrangements to
be made from time to time by him for such purpose, and the decision of the Minister as to all
questions relating to any such times or periods shall be final and conclusive.

Foreign Ports.

5. The said steamships shall not during the continuance of this contract call at any port in
or of the United States of America (Honolulu only excepted).

Freight and Passenger Rates.

6. The said steamships shall each according to its capacity carry both outward and home-
ward all the freights and passengers which may be reasonably offered and obtained, and at tariff
rate both as to passengers and freights, not exceeding the rates hereinafter set forth, that is to
82y i

PASSENGER RATES FROM AUCKLAND.

To Suva.—Saloon—single £10, return £15; second class—single £7, return £10 10s.; third
class—single £4 10s., return £9. ,

To Honolulu.—Saloon—single £30, return £45; second class
class—single £12 10s., return £22 10s.

To Victoria and Vancouver.—Saloon—single £40, return £60; second class—single £25, return
£40; third class—single £16, return £30.

single £20, return £30; third

FREIGHT FROM AUCKLAND.

To Honolulu, Victoria, and Vancouver, not to exceed—For general cargo, 50s. to 60s. per ton of
40 cubic feet; skins, dumped, 50s. per 3,0001Ib.; butter in refrigerator, 1d. per pound
gross; meats in refrigerator, $d. per pound gross; wool, greasy, 1d. per pound dumped;
wool, scoured, £d. per pound dumped; phormium-fibre, 60s. per ton of 2,240 1b. dumped.

If the Contractor is required by shippers to carry ecargo from or to any other main port in
New Zealand than Auckland, an additional rate to include expenses of transhipment at Auck-
land and not exceeding 12s. 6d. per ton weight or measurement at Contractor’s option may be
charged for such carriage. The rates of passages above mentioned are applicable to the vessel’s
ordinary accommodations only, and the rates of freights, except where specifically mentioned, do
not provide for cool or other special storage, and the Minister, if of opinion that any disturbance
of normal conditions has increased the expense of running vessels used for services under this
contract, may authorize a percentage increase of the foregoing fares and freights.

No Discrimination.

7. No diserimination shall be made as regards tariff rates for either freights or passengers
in any manner directly or indirectly against any New Zealand ports, or against any New Zealand
railways, or against New Zealand merchants or shippers, but New Zealand merchants and shippers
shall at all times have preference for the carriage of their goods over other merchants and shippers
as far as regards the New Zealand connection, save as herein otherwise provided.

Mazils.

8. During the continuance of this agreement the said steamships shall, at the cost and expense
of the said Contractor, receive and carry on each and every voyage all such mails as shall or may
be tendered for conveyance to the said steamships, or to the masters or any officers on board of
the same, at the port of Auckland aforesaid by or on behalf or under the direction of the Minister
for the time being, his officers, agents, or servants, and shall deliver such mails at their proper
ports of destination upon the sailing route of the said steamships as herein indicated, and in
order to the due and proper performance of this covenant the said steamships shall each be
provided with sufficient and convenient accommodation and protection for all such mails to the
satisfaction of the Minister for the time being; and the Contractor shall further take all reason-
able and necessary precautions for the protection of such mails while upon the said steamships from

8—F. 6.
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loss, damage, or injury in any way, and shall be responsible for any loss or damage thereto caused
by the negligence or want of proper care or accommodation on the part of the Contractor or its
agents or servants, or on the part of the officers or employees or crew on board of the said steam-
ships.

Accommodation for sorting Mails.

9. The Contractor shall provide to the satisfaction of the Minister all the necessary and suit-
able accommodation, including lights, for the purpose of sorting and making up the mails on
board the several vessels employed under this agreement, and on being required to do so by the
Minister shall at its own cost erect or set apart in each of the said vessels on the spar deck a
separate and convenient room for such purposes, and all the furniture, lamps, fittings, and other
conveniences in and about such room shall be from time to time cleaned and kept in repair, and
the oil for the lamps supplied, by the servants and at the cost of the Contractor. The master or
commander of each of the said vessels shall also if required provide assistance for conveying the
mails between the mail-room and the sorting-room, and also render such other assistance as may
from time to time be needed without charge.

Custody of Mails.

" 10. If the Minister shall think fit to intrust the charge and custody of the mails to the master
or commander of any vessel to be employed under this agreement, and in all cases where the
officer or other person appointed to have charge of the mails shall be absent to the knowledge of
the master or commander of such vessel, such master or commander shall without any charge take
due care of, and the Contractor shall be responsible for the receipt, safe custody, and delivery of,
the said mails at the several appointed places on shore in the respective ports as part of the ser-
vices hereby contracted to be rendered. The master or commander shall also make the usual Post
Office declaration and furnish such journal returns and other information and perform such other
services as the Minister or his officers shall from time to time reasonably require.

Landing of Mails.

11. The Contractor and all commanding and other officers in charge of the vessels employed
under this agreement shall at all times punctually attend to the orders and directions of the
Minister or his officers or agents as to the mode, time, and place of landing, transhipping, deliver-
ing, and receiving the mails subject to the special provisions herein contained, and so far as
such orders and directions are reagonable and consistent with the safety of the vessels.

Government Official.

12. The Contractor shall provide suitable first-class accommodation, including a cabin or
state-room, for the exclusive use of an officer or agent of the Minister, and for one or, if neces-
sary, two assistants to the aforesaid officer or agent, on board each of the vessels employed under
this agreement, who shall be at liberty to use such accommodation as may be required; and such
officer or agent and assistant shall be victualled by the Contractor as chief-cabin passengers with-
out charge either for their passage or victualling, and whilst the vessel stays at any port, except-
ing the ports of Vancouver and Auckland, to and from which the mails are conveyed such officer,
agent, and assistant shall be allowed to remain on board and shall be victualled as aforesaid.

Recognition of Qoyernment Official as Minister’s Agent,

13. Every such officer or agent and - assistant shall be recognized and treated by the Con-
tractor, its officers and agents, as the agents of the Minister and as having full authority in all
cases to require a due and strict performance of this agreement: Provided that no such officer,
agent, or assistant shall have power to control or interfere with any master, commander, or officer
in the performance of his duty, and every such officer, agent, and assistant shall be subject to
all general orders issued by the master or commander for the good order, health, and comfort of
the passengers and crew and safety of the said vessels.

Expense of conveying Mazls.

14. The Contractor at its own expense shall deliver and take the mails to and from the
steamers and the post-office or other convenient place as the Minister appoints at the terminal or
other ports from and to which the mails are to be conveyed, and the officer having charge of them,
in suitable boats furnished with suitable coverings for the mails and properly equipped and
manned, and shall from time to time convey the officers or agents of the Minister to and from
the steamers and the shore at any of the said ports as often as may be necessary:in“the execution
nf their duties.
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Mainister may delay Sailings.

15. The Minister, by letter addressed to the commander of the vessel dehvered to him or to
any person appearing to be in charge of the vessel, or left for him at the office of the Contractor
in the port or on board the vessel three hours at least before the time appointed for departure,
shall in case of need, and for the purpose of duly forwarding such mails as may be required,
* have the right to delay the sailing of any of the said steamships for the space of twenty-four
hours: Provided always that in the case of any vessel heing delayed at the port of Auckland
in pursuance of this clause the Minister shall pay demurrage to the contractor at the rate of

five pounds (£5) per hour for every hour during which the vessel iy delayed after the first six
hours.

Definition of “ Mauls.”’

16. The expression ‘‘mails’’ for the purpose of this agreement shall be deemed to mean
and include all boaes, bags, or packets of letters, post-cards, newspapers, parcels, books, or
printed matter, and all other articles which under the Post and Telegraph Act and Postal Regu-
lations of New Zealand for the time being in force are transmissible by post in New Zealand,
without regard to place either of origin or destination, and also all empty bags, empty boxes,
and other receptacles, stores, and articles used or to be used in carrying on the Post Office
service or which shall ordinarily be sent by or to or from the Post Office.

Conveyance of Letters other than H .M. Mails.

17. The Contractor shall not, nor shall the master or officers of any of the said steamships,
receive or permit to be received on board of any of such steamships at any New Zealand port
any letters for conveyance other than those contained in His Majesty’s mails, or which are or
may be privileged by the law, nor the mails of any other country except such as nlay be
specified by the Minister for the time being; and the said Contractor shall in all respects be
subject to all the postal laws of New Zealand and all the regulations lawfully made thereunder.

Ezplosives.

_ 18. The Contractor shall not convey in any steamship ewploved by them under this agree-

ment any nitro-glycerine or any other article which shall have been proclaimed as an explosive
or explosive substance, or shall have been legally declared swvecially dangerous, or shall be so
declared by the Minister by notice in writing.

- — Assignment.

19. This agreement shall not, nor shall any right or interest therein, be assigned, underlet,
or otherwise dlsposed of without the consent in writing of the Mlmstel to such assignment
having been first obtained.

Traffic Returns.

20. The Contractor shall from time to time furnish to the Minister full and complete copies
of the manifests of the cargoes and lists of the passengers carried by each of the said steamships
on its outward and its homeward voyages, certified by the proper Customs officials, and also
such other documents, information, and evidence as may be reasonably required by the Minister
to show the volume, extent, and value of the trade carried on by the said steamships, and such
other Customs certificates, documents, and evidence as may be necessary or as may be reasonably
required by the Minister to prove the performance of the service herein contracted for, and to
enable the Minister to judge as to whether this agreement is being properly and faithfully carried
out and performed; and the furnishing of such certificates, documents, information, and other
evidence as hereinbefore specified shall be a condition plecedent to the payment of the subsidy
hereinafter provided, or any portion thereof.

British Subjects.

21. It is futfhex understood and agreed by the Contractor that two-thirds of the total number
of officers, engineers, stewards; crew, or other employees whatsoever upon the steamships engaged
in the performance of the service herein contracted for shall be British subjects; but the non-
observance of this clause shall not constitute a violation of this contract in such individual cases
as may from time to time be approved by the Minister in writing.

Subsidy.

22. The Minister shall pay to the Contractor, subject to its faithful performance of all
covenants, agreements, and stipulations to be performed on their part pursuant to this agree-
ment, a subsidy of twenty thousand pounds (£20,000) per annum in proportionate instalments
for eaeh and every round trip performed by each of the said steamships in accordance with the
intention of this agreement: Provided, however, that no amount of instalments of. subsidy
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shall be payable at any time unless it appears to the satisfaction of the Minister that up to the

time of such payment there has been no breach on the part of the Contractor of any of the
covenants, provisions, or stipulations of this agreement; and provided also that the Contractor
shall be entitled to receive such subsidy as the Governments of Canada and Fiji might pay to-
wards. the senlce, and also the Government of Australia should the service be extended to a
port or ports in the said Commonwealth.

" Penalty.

23. If from any cuuse whatever at any timme or times hereafter one of the vessels for this
service shall not be at the port of Auckland ready to put to sea in time to perform the services
hereby contracted to be performed, or if at any time or times the mails required to be conveyed
by the Contractor under this agreement between Auckland and Vancouver and wvice versa shall
not be conveyed from Auciland to Vancouver or from Vancouver to Auckland within the respective
periods of transit hereinbefore prescribed in that behalf, then and so often as the same shall happen
there shall be deducted from the subsidy which but for this provision would be payable to the
Contractor a sum of thirty pounds (£30) for every complete period of twenty-four hours by which
the actual time of putting to sea is behind the appoiuted time for putting to sea, or by which
time actually occupied in the conveyance of such mails from Auckland to Vancouver or Vancouver
to Auckland, as the case may be, shall have exceeded the period of transit hereinbefore prescribed
in that behalf, whether the vessel in delay be one of the aforesaid vessels or any other vessel
employed hereinafter : Provided always that no deduection shall be made from the said subsidy
by reason of any such default or failure as in this clause mentioned which may be proved to the
satisfaction of the Minister to Lave arisen wholly or in part from any cause or causes altogether
beyond the control of the Contractors.

Penalty.

24. Each of the deductions hereinbefore mentioned and hereby agreed to be made shall he
made, and the subsidy be reduced accordingly, although no damage or loss shall have been sus-
tained by reason of or in connection with such default, and (except in such cases as in the last
preceding clause hereof expressly provided) from whatever cause or causes any such failure or
default shall have arisen, and no such deduction shall in any case be deemed to be a penalty or
in the nature of a penalty; and the payment by the Minister of what shall from time to time
remunin due in respect of the said subsidy, after making any such deductions as aforesaid, shall
in no case prejudice the right of the Minister to treat the failure of the Contractor to pr0v1de an
appropriate vessel at any appointed place or time, or to perform any service at or within the
appointed period, as a breach of this agreement,

Duration of Contract.

25. This agreement shall remain in force until the completion of the sixty-eighth round
voyage in terms of the contract: Provided that the Minister shall have the right at any time,
by giving notice in writing under his hand, to determine this agreement and every matter and
thing herein contained, if it shall appear to him that there has been any material breach on
the part of the said Contractor of any of the covenants, stipulations, agreements, or provisions
herein contained and entered into on the part of the Contractor. And it-is hereby declared
and agreed that the Minister shall at all times be the sole and final judge as to whether there
has been any such breach, and bis determination shall be final and conclusive.

v
Wreck or Disablement.

26. Provided, however, and it is the true intent and meaning of these presents, that if the
said steamships, any or either of them, or any steamship replacing either of such steamships,
under this proviso shall be by the perils of the sea or other unavoidable casualty lost, destroyed,
or temporarily disabled from performing their voyages according to the true intent and meaning
of the agreements, stipulations, and provisions herein contained, such loss or disability shall
not be deemed to be a breach of these presents or any matter or thing herein contained, but the
said Contractor shall in such case, as soon as reasonably may be having regard to the circum-
stances, replace the said steamships or steamship so lost or destroyed by others or another of
equal class, speed, equipment, character, and ecapacity, to the satisfaction and approval of the
Minister, or to the like satisfaction and approval repair the damage done in case the said steam-
ship has been only temporarily disabled, and continue the said service herein contracted for
. with such substituted or repaived steamship with as little loss of time as possible under all the
circumstances : DProvided always that there shall be no payment of any subsidy in respect of
any voyage not actually and fully performed: Provided further that the Minister shall be the
sole judge and have the final right of determination as to whether any suspension or temporary
discontinuance of or delay in the said regular four-weekly service has been actually caused by
the perils of the sea or other unavoidable casualties within the meaning of this proviso, and his
finding and determination thereon shall be coneclusive.
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Notices to Contractors.

27. All notices or divectious which the Minister, his officers, agents, or others, are hereby
authorized to give to the Contractor, its officers, servants, or agents, other than any notice of
the ternrination of this agreement, may at the option of the Minister, his officers, agents, or
‘thers, either be delivered or sent by post to the master of any of the said vessels or any. other
officer or agent of the Contractor in the charge or management of any vessel employed in the
performance of this agreement, or left for the Contractor at or sent by post to the office or house
of business of the agents of the Contractor in Auckland or any other place, und any directions
or notices so given, left, or sent by post shall be binding on the Contractor: Provided always
that any notice of termination of this agreement shall be left for the Contractor at the -office or
last known office of its agents in Wellington or sent by post to guch office: Provided further
that the Minister may by writing under his hand at any time and from time to time delegate
all or any of the powers vested in him by virtue of this contract to such person or persons as he
may think fit.

28. So long as no subsidy is paid by the Commonwealth of Australia the Contractor shall
give to New Zealand shippers “the first refusal of all space for freights in the vessels used under
this contract, and in each year the whole of the cold-storage space shall be available to New Zea-
land shippers until the first day of September for New Zealand shipments to be made up till the
thirty-first day of August of the following year. After the first day of September the Contractox
shall reserve any balance Iemalmng up to five thousand cubic feet in the steamship ‘¢ Zealandia
and ten thousand cubic feet in other steamers, such space to be open to allotment at any time on or
after the second day of September each year until fifty-six days before the vessel is appointed
to leave Sydney, and if not all then booked the remaining space up to two thousand five hundred
cubic feet in the steamship ‘‘ Zealandia’ and five thousand cubilc feet in other steamers to be
reserved for allotment to New Zealand shippers during the ensuing twenty-eight days. Contractor
to be at liberty to allot to other shippers all space not engaged by New Zealand shippers in accord-
ance with this clause. If, however, during the term of the contract the Commonwealth of
Australia subsidises the service an adjustment of the division of the space shall be made on an
equitable basis: Provided always that the Contractor shall not give undue preference to indi-’
vidual New Zealand shippers to the exclusion of other New Zealand shippers.

29. During the continuance of this contract and so long as the same shall be faithfully
carried out by the Contractor every vessel whilst employed under this contract in carrying mails
from Auckland to Vancouver and vice wersa shall be exempt from harbour, dock, and other dues
and rates at the port of Auckland made or levied under the Harbours Act, 1908, or any amend-
ament thereof.

30. If any dispute, question, or difference shall arise between the Minister and the Con-
tractor upon any matter herein provided for, or touching or concerning the construction, opera-
tion, or effect of these presents, as to which by these presents it is not provided that the same
shall be determined and settled by the Minister, then and in every such case the matter in
difference shall be referred to the arbitration of two arbitrators, one to be appointed by the
Contractor and one by the Minister, and this provision shall be deemed to be a submission to
arbitration under and subject to the provisions of the Arbitration Act, 1908, and any arbitra-
tion hereunder shall, unless the Minister otherwise agrees, be held and conducted in Wellington.

In witness whereof these presents have been executed the day and year first above written.

Signed by Robert Heaton Rhodes, the said Mlmster,} R. Hearon Ruopgs.
in the presence of—
’ W. Crow,
Private Secretary to the Postmaster-General.

of New Zealand (Lmnted) was hereunto aflixed

The common seal of the Union Steamn Ship Company
[sBAL.]
in the presence of—

JouN RoBERTS,

A7 Lee SwmrTH, } Directors.




- SYDNEY-SUVA-HONOLULU-VANCOUVER CONTRACT
(1909-1911).

No. 195.
The SrcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the DEPUTY PoSTMASTER-GENERAL, Ottawa.
SiR,— (eneral Post Office, Wellington, 2nd November, 1910.

I have the honour to refer to your letter of the 20th April last [No. 145, F.—-6, 1911], relative
to the rates payable for the transit of New Zealand mails for the United Kingdom across North
America.

As it was not clear to this Department that the full charges specified in Article IV, section 3,
subsection 1° of the Convention of Rome could not be divided between the United States and Canada,
I have consulted the London office, which is of opinion that full charges are payable to each country.
I have therefore prepared on this basis amended accounts “ N and “Q” for the transit of New,
Zealand mails across Canada during 1908 and 1909 and subsequent years, showing the amounts due
to your office to be 14,638-09 fr. and 14,539-22 fr. respectively, and submit them herewith, in duplicate,
for your acceptance. I shall be glad to receive back one copy of each account, duly accepted. Pay-
ment will then be arranged through the money-order account.

I have, &c.,
The Deputy Postmaster-General, Ottawa. ‘ D. RoBERTSON, Secretary.
[P.0. 09/311.]

No. 196.

The Assistant Drpury PosimasTer-GENERAL, Ottawa, to the SucrETARY, General Post Office,
Wellington.

S1R,— Post Office Department, Ottawa, 11th January, 1911.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2nd November last,
enclosing the amended accounts “ N ” and “ Q7 for the transit of New Zealand mails across Canada
during 1908 and 1909 and subsequent years, and, in accordance with your request, beg to return here-
with a copy [not printed] of each account duly accepted.

A copy of each of the statements “ Q" will be forwarded to the International Postal Bureau at
Berne with an explanation of the difference in the account for the year 1908 and those of subsequent

ears.
Y As regards settlement, this office would be agreeable to have it effected through the quarterly
money-order account if the account for December quarter shall not have been forwarded from your
office before the receipt of this letter, otherwise it would be preferred that settlement should be made
by a bill of exchange covering the years 1908, 1909, and 1910, as the March quarter money-order
account from your office will not be received at this Department in time to be brought into the financial
statement of the current fiscal year. I have, &c.,
' ' E. H. LASCHINGER,
Assistant Deputy Postmaster-General.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

No. 197.
The SmcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the DEPUTY POSTMASTER-GENERAL, Ottawa.
SIR,— Gleneral Post Office, Wellington, 22nd March, 1911.

I have thé honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 11th January last, in
reference to the accounts for the transit across Canada of New Zealand mails for the United Kingdom
and the United States of America during the years 1908, 1909, and 1910; and to inform you that on
the 14th instant I forwarded you a bank draft for £1,734 15s. 6d. in payment of the accounts.

I have, &c.,
The Deputy Postmaster-General, Ottawa. D. RoBerTsoN, Secretary.
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 AUSTRALIA-SURY SERVICE.

WELLINGTON-SYDNEY CONNECTION, RTC,

No. 198.

The SmcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the MaNaGER, Union Steam Ship Company,
Wellington.

Sir,— * General Post Office, Wellington, 19th May, 1911.

I have the honour to request that you will be so good as to delay the departure of the
“ Aorangi ” for Sydney this afternoon until the mails from Gisborne for London, due by the Napier
express ab 6.22 to-night, have been placed on board, but in any case not later than 7 p.m.
I have, &ec.,
D. RoBERTsON, Secretary.
The Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Wellington.
[Suez Conn. 11/26.]

No. 199,

The GENERAL MaNAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SECRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 23rd May, 1911.
“ Aorane1” communicated with warship “ Powerful,” Sydney, 11 this morning. Advises is not
likely arrive before 10 to-night. I am afraid the detention at Wellington owing bad weather, coupled .
with bad trip, is cause of delay.
[Suez Conn. 11/12.}

No. 200.
The SEcRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the DEPUTY POSTMASTER-GENERAL, Sydney.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 23rd May, 1911.
ReporTED by wireless that ““ Aorangi ” will be late in arriving Sydney. If she arrives in time, kindly
arrange for special train,

No. 201.
The SUPERINTENDENT OF MaiLs, General Post Office, Sydney, to the SECRETARY, General Post Office,
Wellington.
(Telegram.) Sydney, 23rd May, 1911.

“ Aorane1 ” expected 11 p.m., too late for China or special train. German mail closes Wednes-
day : takes only specially marked. What shall be done with your mails ?

No. 202.
The Depury PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Sydney, to the SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Sydney, 24th May, 1911.
“ Aoranei ” arrived last night at 10.
[Suez Conn. 11/27.]
No. 203.
The SeCRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the DEPUTY POSTMASTER-GENERAL, Sydney.
(Telegram.) : Wellington, 24th May, 1911,

SEND mails by German steamer,
[Suez Conn. 11/13.]
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No. 204.

The SecrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the (GENERAL MaNAGER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 25th May, 1911.
Very unfortunate about © Aorangi.”” We had notice of postponement to 6 p.m. before question of
waiting for mails arose. I definitely limited time of departure to 7 p.m. All mails aboard 6.55, at
which time  Aorangi” was still taking in cargo. The last of stevedore’s men came ashore at 7.20.
Late departure cannot therefore be charged to Post Office. Had “ Aorangi ” left at 6 p.m., which
apparently would not have been the case as she was taking in cargo, it is doubtful whether connection
could have been made.

[Suez Conn. 11/23.]

No. 205.

The GENERAL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SECRETARY, (leneral Post
v Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Dunedin, 25th May, 1911.
ApvicE from Sydney meagre, but understand ship’s speed, which averaged thirteen knots, could not
be improved owing to guality of New Zealand coal, which was best obtainable. As you know, the
“ Aorangi ” was detained in Wellington for mails, and did not clear until 7.40. If she had sailed at
5, connection would have heen made.

[Suez Conn. 11/16.]

No. 206.
The MaNaGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Wellington, to the SECRETARY, General Post Office,
Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand {Limited),
SIR,— Wellington, 27th May, 1911.

I find that you were quite correct in saying that “ Aorangi ” was postponed till 6 p.m. prior
to your application to keep her for the Napier mails. The enclosed copy of Mr. Stott’s report [not

printed] explains matters more in detail. 1 have, &ec.,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. W. A. KENNEDY.
_ [Suez Conn. 11/32.]
“ No. 207.
The SrcrETARY, Canterbury Chamber of Commerce, Christchurch, to the Hon. the AcTING PRIME
MiINISTER.
SIR,— Christehurch, 9th June, 1911.

I beg to forward resolution passed by the members of this Chamber at the last quarterly
general meeting : “ That this Chamber views with satisfaction the intentions of the Government for
improving the mail and passenger service between Wellington and Sydney, and recognizes that the
scheme outlined by subsidizing larger and faster steamers would confer immense benefits on the
Dominion.” I have, &c.,

H. AnTinn. ADLEY, Secretary.
The Hon. the Acting Prime Minister, Wellington.

[Suez Conn. 11/37.]

No. 208.
The SUPERINTENDENT oF MaiLs, Sydney, to the SmcrETARY, (eneral Post Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) - Sydney, 20th June; 1911.
No sign of ¢« Warrimoo™ up to 6 p.m. If steamer fails connect with special train, how shall your
mails be disposed ?  Mail, German steamer, closes to-morrow, specially indorsed only.
[Suez Conn. 11/42.]

No. 209.
The SECrRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the DEPUTY PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Sydney.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 20th June, 1911.
Ir  Warrimoo > fails connect, and German mail-steamer offers best despatch, send mails by her.

No. 210.
The SUPERINTENDENT oF MaiLs, Sydney, to the SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 20th June, 1911,
« WarrIMoo ” arrived 9 to-night, too late for special. Mails will go by “ Zieten,”
[Confirmed by letter on the 7th July, 1912.]
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No. 211.
The Onier PostmasteRr, Wellington, to the SmcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington.
(Memorandum.) Chief Post Office, Wellington, 21st June, 1911.

| 1EARN from the Harbour Board that the Sydney steamer left here on Friday last at 6 p.m. sharp.
© Our mails were at the ship’s side to be put on board at 4.45 p.m. We were in no way responsible for
the detention of the steamer until 6 p.m. D. MiLier, Chief Postmaster.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[Suez Conn. 11/44.]

No. 212.

The SEcrRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GEnErRAL Manaeer, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 21st June, 1911.
“ WarriMoo ” missed Sydney last night. This is again a case of detention in Wellington. Had she
satled at b o’clock she would have arrived in time to connect with special train. All our mails were
ahoard by 5 o’clock. 1 have only now learnt of detention at Wellington, or would have brought
matter under your notice before. )

No. 213.

The GuENERAL Mawacer, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcRETARY, (reneral Post
Office, Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 21st June, 1911.
GrEATLY regret *° Warrimoo ” missing mail. She has been so consistent in steaming that she must
have experienced exceptional weather. Have wired Wellington office that vessels must leave on time.

No. 214.

The SEcRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Grnerar Maxacer, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin. '

SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 21st June, 1911.
I have the honour to refer to the claim of your company for the full subsidy of £288 9s. 3d.
for the trip of the R.M.S. ©“ Aorangi ” from Wellington to Sydney, begun on the 19th ultimo.
1 shall be glad to hear any reason you may wish to advance why the penalty provided for in the
contract for late arrival in Sydney should not be imposed. I have, &c.,
D. RoBERTsON, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Suez Conn. 11/40.}

No. 215,

The Hon. the Acrine Prime MinisTER, to the SmorETARY, Canterbury Chamber of Commerce,
. Christehurch. )

StR,— B ' Prime Minister's Office, Wellington, 21st June, 1911.

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, forwarding
copy of a resolution passed by your Chamber respecting the mail and passenger service between
Wellington and Sydney, and to inform you, in reply, that the representations made for improving
the mail-service will receive the careful consideration of Government.

I have, &e.,
. J. CarroLL, Acting Prime Minister.
The Secretary, Canterbury Chamber of Commerce (Incorporated), Christchurch.
[Suez Conn. 11/39. |

No. 216.
The Hon. the Acrine Prime MinisTeER to the Hien CommrssioNer, London.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 23rd June, 1911.
Suez despatch 16th missed. Sent by German Zieten.”

No. 217.
Messrs. GurBaRT ANDERsON AND Co., London, to the Right Hon. Sir Josgpr WarD (in London).
SR, — Terminus Chambers, 6 Holborn Viaduet, London E.C., 26th June, 1911.

We respectfully wish to draw your attention to the very great inconvenience and risk that
is run by those who are connected with the New Zealand trade, especially the frozen-meat trade,
owing to the irregular manner in which mails are delivered.

5 I, 6.
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We naturally expected that the New Zealand mail would be delivered this morning, June the 26th,
along with the Australian mail, instead of which we are quite without any letters, advices, or docu-
ments, with the result that we are in very great perplexity as to our position in regard to the number
of steamers arriving this week carrying large quantities of frozen meat, documents for a good portion
of which are not yet to hand. The matter of non-receipt of documents is not only serious in regard
to ordinary produce. hut is more so in regard to frozen meat, as the meat cannot possibly be delivered
until it is known what store the goods are to be placed in, and in the event of the goods having been
sold c.if. or ex ship, considerable loss may occur through the non-receipt of documents.

We may say that this is not by any means the first time that steamers have arrived before their
documents, but frequently this vear the same circumstance has occurred. Knowing as we well do
your very great interest in the right despatch of mails, we have thought it hetter to write you privately,
as those who are seriously affected through the non-receipt of documents are very loud in their
complaints.

We therefore trust, and will take it as a favour if you can kindly assure us, that some arrange-
ment will be made 8o that the connection with the Australian weekly mail-service will be assured, as
regularity in the receipt of all the shipping documents prior to the arrival of the vessels is of vital
importance. We have, &ec.,

GiLBERT ANDERSON aND Co.

The Right Hon. Sir Joseph Ward, Bart., P.C., Premier of New Zealand,

Postmaster-General, Hotel Cecil, W.C.
[P.0. 11/3475(1).]

No. 218.
Messrs. W. WeppeL anp Co. (LimMrTED), London, to the Right Hon. Sir Josepr Warp (in London).
NIR,— 16 St. Helen’s Place, London K.C., 29th June, 1911,

We venture to draw your attention to the irregular and unsatisfactory manner in which the

mails from New Zealand now reach this side.
To demonstrate clearly this irregularity we give you under-noted the dates of the letters posted
in New Zealand, and the dates of receipt of the mails in London for the past three months, viz. -

Left Christchurch. Arrived London.
Febraary 23 .. .. .. . .. .. .. April 1
March 2 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 10

’ 9 . .. .. .. .. .. .. ,, 12
. 16 ,» 24
" 23 b 2q
’» 30 May 8
April 6 N 8
R 10 ,» 16
’ 12 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. . 22
' 19 and 20 .. .. .. .. .. .. , 27
” 27 .. .. .. .. .. .. .. June 6
May 3 .. .. . .. .. .. .. . 6
’ 10 and 11 . .. .- .. .. » 19
v 18 .. .. . s 29

We think you will agree with us that this irregularity is a very great inconvenience both to the
peoplé in the Dominion and to their clients on this side, and in connection with business matters we
know from our own experience (and we have no doubt that other traders would bear us out) that
considerable loss is entailed through late receipt of documents, particularly in connection with goods
sold on ¢.i.f. terms.

Doubtless this matter has already had your attention, and we trust you may be able during your
visit on this side to fix up an arrangement to ensure more prompt and regular deliveries of the mails

from and to New Zealand. P We have, &ec.,
For W. WeppEL aND Co. (Limited),
Sir Joseph Ward, Bart., P.C., Hotel Cecil, Strand, W.C. GEo. GoopsIr, Director.
No. 219.

The AssisSTANT GENERAL ManNaeErR, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SECRETARY,
General Post Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,— Dunedin, 29th June, 1911.

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 21st instant, and in reply
thereto beg to advise that the delay in the arrival of the ** Aorangi ” at Sydney on the trip commenced
from Wellington on the 19th ultimo was due to the vessel encountering a moderate gale and high sea
during the earlier stages of the voyage. Unfortunately, the coal supplied, though understood to be
of the highest quality, was of such an inferior nature that the vessel was unable to make up any time,
and the master and chief engineer report that it was not possible at any stage of the voyage to maintain
a full head of steam, though every effort was made by the engineering staff and stokehold crew.
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The coal supplied was from the hulk which we maintain in Wellington for the storage of the highest
grade steam-coal, but it is evident that it was considerably below the standard, as on the return voyage
from Sydney, when burning an inferior and cheaper coal and on a heavier draught, the ““ Aorangi ™
maintained a speed of 1} knots per hour more than on the outward voyage.

We hope that in view of the circumstances as set forth above, you will see your way to anthorize
payment of the full subsidy for the trip in question. * I have, &ec.,

: D. A. AIREN, Assistant General Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

[Suez Conn. 11/76.]

No. 220.

The Srcrrrary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GrnkEran Manaerr, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedis.

(Telegram.) Wellington, 30th June, 1911.
Hupvarr-PARKER have given notice to detain " Ulimaroa” till 7 to-night. This Department strongly
protests against such detention, and must insist that steamer leaves at schedule time, 5 o’clock.
Kindly arrange accordingly.

[Suez Conn. 11/62.}

No. 221.
The GENErRAL MAwAGgER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SrkcrETARY, General Post
Office. Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 30th June, 1911.
HAVE received yours, and wired Jones see you without delay.

No. 222.

The SeEcRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GrNErRAL Mawacer, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 30th June, 1911.
I have the honour to inform you that Messrs. Huddart, Parker, and Co. have given notice that
the *“ Ulimaroa 7 is to be detained until 7 p.m. to-day.

I hereby give you notice that any detention beyond 5 p.m. will be regarded as a breach of the
contract between the Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited) and the Postmaster-
(General for the conveyance of mails between Wellington and Sydney.

[ have, &ec.,
D. RoBerrsox, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Suez Conn. 11/41.]
[ Ulimaroa’

H

arrived Sydney in time for mails to connect with R.M.3. *“ Marmora.”]

No. 223.

The SkcrRETARY, (eneral Post Office, Wellington, to the GrNERaL Manascger, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.
STR,— v General Post Office, Wellington, 4th July, 1911.
1 have the honour to refer to the claim of your company for £288 9s. 3d., subsidy for the trip
of the s.5. “ Warrimoo ”” from Wellington to Sydney, begun on the 16th ultimo.

The * Warrimoo ” failed to connect with the mail-train at Sydney and I shall be glad to have any
reason you may wish to advance why the penalty provided in the contract for late arrival in Sydney
should not be mnposed. - I have, &e.,

D. RoBurrson, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

[Suez Conn. 11/51.]

No. 224.

The AsSISTANT GENERAL MaNAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SECRETARY. General
Post Office, Wellington.
) Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,— Dunedin, 4th July, 1911.

Referring to the trip of the © Warrimoo,” commenced from Wellington on the 16th June,
and on which the mail-connection was missed, I beg to enclose, for your information, a report from the
master, together with an extract from the vessel’s log, from which it will be seen that the cause of the
delay was due to a very heavy westerly gale and mountainous sea encountered on the 19th and 20th
idem. As you will observe from the master’s report, the " Warrimoo ” averaged 14-3 knots from
the time of leaving Wellington until Monday at noon, and with ordinary weather she should have
reached Sydney by 9 or 10 a.m. on Tuesday. ’
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T trust that as the delay arose from causes beyond our control, you will see your way to authorize
payment of the usual gratuity. I have, &c.,
D. A. A1ken, Assistant General Manager.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
[Suez Conn. 11/55.]

Enclosure in No. 224.
The MasTER, 8.5. < Warrimoo,” to the GENERAL MaxaGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin.

SIr,— Dunedin, Ist July, 1911
From the time we left Wellington up till Monday at noon, the ship then being about
300 miles from Sydney, we proceeded at the rate of about 143 knots. Thereafter the wind
freshened up from the west, until a strong gale and mountainous sea, with severe squalls, was run into,
and the ship was pitching and racing very much, which caused her progress to be considerably retarded.
On Tuesday morning we double-banked the firemen, to try and get better speed, in order to malke
every endeavour to arrive in Sydney in time for the mail-train, but the weather did not moderate until
the afternoon, when it'shifted to the south-west, which made her roll considerably. This weather
continued until arrival at the heads, which was reached at 8.32 p.m. Yours, &ec.,
C. Crirr, Master, s.s. < Warrimoo.”
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin.

No. 225.
The Guneral ManNacer, Union Steam Ship Company, to the SecrRETARY, General Post Office,
Wellington.
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,— Dunedin, 6th July, 1911.

I have to acknowledge yours of the 30th ultimo, advising that Messrs. Huddart, Parker, and
Co. had detained their ““ Ulimaroa ” until 7 p.m. on the 30th ultimo, and that you held this to be a
breach of the contract.

I gather from Messvs. Huddart, Parker, and Co.’s Manager that they made the sailing-hour 7 p.m.
before they were aware that you had fixed 5 p.m. as the Lour of departure, and in this matter it is
possible that we were to blame, as we had not passed on your verbal communication to our Mr. Kennedy
of the 26th May that you definitely required the-steamers to leave at 5 p.m.

I trust you will accept this explanation as satisfactory. I have, &c.,

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. C. HorpswortH, General Manager.
[Suez Conn. 11/56.] '

No. 226.

The PrusipENT, Liberal and Labour Federation of New Zealand, Waitemata Branch, Devonport,
to the Hon. the Actine PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Wellington.

Liberal and Labour Federation of New Zealand, Waitemata Branch,
SIR,— Devonport, 7th July, 1911.

I am directed by the Waitemata branch of the Liberal and Labour Federation to forward
to. you the subjoined copy of a resolution passed by that body on Wednesday, the 5th instant, and to
ask that you would be good enough to give the same your favourable consideration.

I have, &c.,
W. J. Napigr, President.
RusoLuTION.

TraT, in order to provide speedy mail and passenger communication with the outer world v Australia,
and thereby develop the tourist traffic and increase the prosperity of the Dominion, the (Government
be requested to construct or charter two 20,000-ton steamers to connect Auckland and Sydney by a
three-days State service. That the assistance of the Chamber of Commerce be invited in the matter.

The Hon. the Acting Postmaster-General, Wellington.
{Suez Conn. 11/60.]

[Acknowledged, 17th July.]

No. 227.
The SEcrRETARY, Woodville Chamber of Commerce, Woodville, to Mr. R. B. Ross, M.P., Woodville.
SIR,— ' Woodville, 11th July, 1911.
% Y

% % * % ES

This Chamber has resolved to support the proposal [No. 2481 of the Wellington Chamber of
Commerce, and to ask you to be kind enough to use your influence to assist it being carvied out. It
would mean the arrival of the mails perhaps on Friday nights, and certainly on Saturday mornings,
in Woodville, instead of on Monday afternoons as at present. :

Hoping you will be able to assist to bring the suggestion into force,

' I have, &ec.,
Rowr FeNNELL, Secretary.

R. B. Ross, Esq., M.P., Woodville.

[Suez Conn. 11/102.]
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Mr. R. B. Ross, M.P., Woodville, to the Hon. the PoSTMASTER-GENERAL.
(Minute.)
For your favourable consideration. R. B. Ross.
The Hon the Postmaster-General, Wellington.
[Acknowledged 19th August, 1911.]

No. 228.

The SrcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GeENERAL ManNagER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 12th July, 1911.
I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 6th instant, on the subject of the
detention of the Sydney steamer on the 30th ultimo.

As the “ Ulimaroa ” succeeded in making the connection, it 1s not desired to take further notice
of the failure to sail at the proper hour. I trust, however, that contract steamers will not again be
detained without the special permission of this office. I have, &c.,

D. RoBerTsoN, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

[Suez Conn. 11/63.]

No. 229.

The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the MaNagrR, Union Steam Ship Company,
Wellington.

SIr,— General Post Office, Wellington, 14th July, 1911."

I have the honour to inform you that, owing to the late arrival of the Main Trunk train this
afternoon, it is likely that the Post Office will be unable to ship the mails on board the “ Moana ” by
5 o'clock, and to request, if that prove correct, that you will be good enough to hold the steamer for
shipment of the mails. I have, &e.,

D. RoBeRTSON, Secretary.
The Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Wellington.
|Suez Conn. 11/59.]

No. 230.

The SecrRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the Grnuran Manacer, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

STR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 20th July, 1911.

In reference to the letter of the 4th instant from the Assistant General Manager of your
company respecting the failure of the s.g. * Warrimoo ” to make a connection with the Suez mail at
Sydney on the 20th ultimo, I have the honour to inform you that, as the delay appears to have been
beyond the control of your company, the Acting Postmaster-General has directed that the penalty .
provided in the contract for late arrival in Sydney be not imposed. I have, &c.,

D. RoBErTsoN, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
|Sner Conn. 11/73.]}

No. 231.
Mr. Avex. MyERs, Birmingham, to the Hon. the PosTMasSTER-GENERAL, Wellington.

SIr,— Birmingham, 25th July, 1911.

I should like to draw your attention to the disgraceful manner in which New Zealand mails
are delivered to this'country. Although they are supposed to reach here every Monday, it is a most
unusual thing for them not to be two to four days late, and it is rather the exception than the rule for
them to be here in time, although Australian mails arrive every Monday. This is a very serious
question for those having business relations with New-Zealanders, as well as for New-Zealanders
themselves ; and is a matter, I think, that requires looking into. I have, &e.,

Avex. Myugrs.
The Right Hon. Sir Joseph Ward, Bart., P.C., Wellington, New Zealand.
[P.O. 11/3475(2).]

No. 232.

The SECRETARY, General Post Ofﬁce Wellington, to the GENERAL ManaGER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 27th July, 1911.

I have the honour to refer to the letter of the 29th ultimo, from the Assistant General
Manager of your company, respecting the late arrival of the s.s. “ Aorangi”” at Sydney on the 23rd
May last.
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In reply, I beg to inform you that, as the delay appears to have been due to causes beyond the
control of your company, the Acting Postmaster-General has decided that the penalty provided in the
contract for late arrival in Sydney be not imposed. I have, &c.,

D. RoBERTSON, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Suez Conn. 11/80.]

No. 233.

The SEcrerary, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GmNmrRaL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Wellington.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 2nd August, 1911.

1 have the honour to inform you that the question has been again raised whether Govern-
ment is prepared to take steps to facilitate the despatch to New Zealand of English mails arriving at
Sydney by the Suez route. 1 should be obliged if you would look into the matter, and inform me at
your early convenience whether it would be possible for. your company to make any alteration in the
existing time-table. I have, &ec.,

. D. RoBERTSON, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Wellington.
|Suez Conn. 11/84.]

No. 234.

The GENERAL MANAGER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SECRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
Sig,— Dunedin, 3rd August, 1911.

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your favour of the 2nd instant, and, in reply,
have to state that we are giving the question of a better connection with the arrival of the Suez mail
in Sydney our close consideration at the present time, a{)(i will address you again on the subject.

ave, &c.,
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. C. HovupsworTH, General Manager.
[Suez Conn. 11/87.]

No. 235.
[House of Representatives, 9th August, 1911.]

Mr. HeErDMAN to ask the Acting Postmaster-General, Whether the Government is prepared to
take steps to facilitate the despatch to New Zealand of English mails arriving at Sydney by the Suez
route ¢ [NoTe.—The mails are sometimes detained in Sydney for two days awaiting a steamer to carry
them to New Zealand.]

The Right Hon. Sir J. G. Warp.—The Union Steam Ship Company has again been approached
with a view to an alteration of the time-table of their steamers, which will ensure a closer connection
with the inward Suez mails. In view, however, of the fact that the newly established Vancouver
mail-service will, together with the San Francisco service, bring a regular fortnightly English mail in
a shorter time than mails can, under the most favourable conditions, be received via Suez, Government
is not prepared to consider any proposals in connection with the improvement of the Sydney -~ New
Zealand service unless this can be obtained at a minimum cost.

[Suez Conn. 11/85.]

No. 236.
The Hon. the PostMASTER-GENERAL to Messrs. GILBERT ANDERSON AND Co., London.
GENTLEMEN,— - (eneral Post Office, Wellington, 12th September, 1911.

In reference to your letterof the 26th June last, and to my acknowledgment of the 29th idem
[not printed], on the subject of the irregular arrival in London of mails from New Zealand, I have the
honour to inform you that in the particular instance you put forward the delay was caused by the
steamer between Wellington and Sydney missing connection with the express train for Melbourne.
The mails were forwarded from Melbourne on the 25th May by a German liner, and reached London
three days late.

It does not appear, however, that the mails are consistently late in arriving in London. Since
the despatch from Christchurch on the 23rd February last the mails have arrived thrice on due date,
five times before the time-table date, and six times late. Once out of the six times the lateness has
been caused by the vessel despatched from New Zealand with the mail via Suez missing the connection
at Sydney; and I do not think, from the assurances I have had from the contracting steamship
companies, that these delays need be apprehended in the future.

I very fully appreciate the seriousness of these late arrivals, and you may depend that any
proposal to prevent them will have my best attention. But over so very long a sea distance it seems
to be out of the question to expect absolute regularity ; and the best remedy to suggest seems to be
the posting of documents as long before shipments are made. as circumstances permit of.

1 have, &c..
J. G. Warp.

Messts. Gilbert Anderson and Co., Terminus Chambers, 6 Holborn Viaduet, London E.C.

[P.0. 11/3475(1).]
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No. 237.
The Hon. the PosTMastER-GENERAL to Mr. Gro. Goonsir, London.

SR, — General Post Office, Wellington, 12th September, 1911.

In reference to your letter of the 29th June last, and to my acknowledgment of the same date,
on the subject of the irregular arrival in London of mails from New Zealand, I have the honour to
enclose a time-table showing the actual dates of arrival in London of the mails mentioned, which in
all but two cases are earlier than the dates given by you. The irregular arrivals were due to the fact
that the time of transit of mails despatched via San Francisco is less than that of mails despatched
vie Suez.

It does not appear, however, that the mails are consistently late in arriving in London. Since
the despatch from Christchurch on the 23rd February last the mails have arrived thrice on due date,
five times before the time-table date, and six times late. Once out of the six times the lateness has
been caused by the vessel despatched from New Zealand with the mail via Suez missing the connection
at Sydney; and [ do not think, from assurances I have had from the contracting steamship companies,
that these delays need be apprehended in the future.

I very fully appreciate the seriousness of these late arrivals, and you may depend that any
proposal to prevent them will have my best attention. But over so long a sea distance it seems to
be out of the question to expect absolute regularity, and the best remedy to suggest seems to be the
posting of documents as long before shipments are made as circumstances permit of.

[ have, &ec.,
J. G. WaRrn.
Feo. Goodsir, Ksq., Director, Messrs. W. Weddel and Co. (Limited),
16 St. Helen’s Place, London E.C.
Enclosure in No. 237.
. Date Actual Date ’
Left Christchurch. M;‘;l ::;;ngblgoﬁ(?n Mziii Ial,(rliirzred Route. ' Remarks.
Goodsir. ’
i ‘
1911. | 1911. 1911. 1
23 February .. | 1 April .. | 31 Maxch .. | Suez .1 Due date.
2 March .. 10 Apri) .19 April . .. | One day late.
9 March .. i 12 April .. | 11 April .. | San Francisco.. | One day late.
16 March .. | 24 April .. 1 23 April .. | Suez . | One day late.
23 March .. | 29 April .. | 28 April " . | Due date.
30 March .. 8 May .. 7 May . ' .. | One day late.
6 April .. | 8 May .. | 8 May .. | Ban Francisco.. | Due date.
10 April .. | 16 May .. | 15 May .. | Vancouver .. | One day early.
12 April .. | 22 May .. | 21 May .. | Suez .. | One day early.
19, 20 April .. | 27 May .. | 26 May . " .. | Two days early.
27 April* . 6 June .. 4 June .. \ .. | One day early.
3 May .ot 6 June .. 6 June .. | San Francisco.. | One day late.
10, 11 May .. 119 June .1 18 June .. | Suez .. | One day early.
18 May .. 129 June .| 28 June . " .. | Three days late. (*Ao-
’ rangi” missed connec-
tion at Sydney. Mails
3 | forwarded by German
i’ ‘ - line)
|

* This letter was evidently posted too late, and went forward »ie San Francisco a week later.imm )

No. 238.
The SEcrETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to Mr. Arex. Mvers, London.
Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 22nd September, 1911.

In reference to your letter of the 25th July last, drawing attention to the irregular arrival
of New Zealand mails in London, I am directed to inform you that since the 1st January last the mails
despatched to London via Suez have arrived on thirteen occasions earlier than the due dates, on ten
occasions on the due date, on seven occasions one day late, and twice three days late. It does not
appear, therefore, that the mails are consistently late in arriving in London. Mails despatched every
four weeks vie San Francisco reach London about six days before the mails despatched on the same
date via Suez, and consequently very little correspondence is sent via Suez by that despatch.

I bave, &c.,
D. RoeerTsoN, Secretary.
Alex. Myers, Esq., care of Messrs. H. A. De Pass and Co., 75 Fenchurch Street, London E.C.
[P.0. 11/3475(2).]
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No. 239.

The SeCcRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SEcrErary, Wellington Chamber of
Commerce, Wellington.

STR.— General Post Office, Wellington, 2nd November, 1911.

I have the honour to inform you that this Department has received letters supporting a
proposal understood to have been made by your Chamber for the despatch of the inward Suez mail
from Sydney direct to Wellington on Mondays, and to inquire when the representations of your
Chamber may be expected. I have, &c.,

D. RoBERTsoN, Secretary.
The Secretary, Wellington Chamber of Commerce, Wellington.
[Suez Conn. 11/132.]

No. 240,
The ASSISTANT SECRETARY, (feneral Post Office, Wellington, to the SECRETARY, (General Post Office
(at Dunedin).
(Telegram.) Wellington, 3rd November, 1911.

Crmier Postmaster just been up to say chances very much against “ Warrimoo ” getting away to time
to-day. If she leaves late she must miss Sydney connection. Nothing, so far as I can see, to be done.
Kennedy informs me only inefficient labour available to unload vessel and load again, but will do
best to get away to time.

[Suez Conn, 11/130.]

No. 241.
The SECRETARY, General Post Office (at Dunedin), to the ASsSISTANT SECRETARY, General Post Office,
Wellington.
(Telegram.) Dunedin, 3rd November, 1911.

Have urged Holdsworth to do what he can, even if cargo has to stand over. Imperative “ Warrimoo ”
should connect, as San Francisco and Vancouver mails have both gone, and if there is failure there
will be an interval of sixteen or seventeen days between mails in London. Please impress this point
on Kennedy. [ have asked Holdsworth to telegraph him alzo.

[Suez Conn. 11/1304.}

No. 242.

The GENErRAL ManNaciRr, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SEcrRETARY, Gencral Post
Office (at Dunedin).

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,— Dunedin, 3rd November, 1911.

On receipt of your memo. re “ Warrimoo ” I wired Mr. Kennedy instructing that special
effort must be made to get the “ Warrimoo ” away up to time, and if it was necessary to do so to
transfer labour from some of the other ships in order that she might get away as soon as possible.
Owing to the strike at Sydney, we are not taking any outward cargo, so that I hope they will be finished

earlier than your message anticipated. 1 have, &c.,
The Secretary, General Post Office (at Dunedin). C. HorLpswoRrTH.
[Suez Conn. 11/132.]
No. 243.
The SUuPERINTENDENT oF Maius, General Post Office, Sydney, to the SEcrRETARY, General Post Office,
Wellington.
(Telegram.) Sydney, 7th November, 1911.

No sign of “ Warrimoo ” yet. Wil probably miss *“ Marmora.” Shall we forward by “ Zieten,” by
which we send specially indorsed only ?

[Suez Conn. 11/133.] [Asked to send by ¢ Zieten.”]
No. 244.
The SEcBETaRY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the DEPUTY POSTMASTER-GENERAL, Sydney.
(Telegram.) Wellington, 8th November, 1911.

Dip “ Warrimoo’s 7’ mail connect * Marmora ™ ¢
[Suez Conn. 11/134.]

No. 245,
The DEpuTy PosTMASTER-GENERAL, Syduey, to the SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington.

(Telegram.) Sydney, 8th November, 1911.
“ Warerimoo ” arrived last night. Mails go by ** Zisten.”
[Suez Conn, 11/135.]
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No. 2486.
The Hiee ComMmissioNER to the Right Hon. the Primg MiNIsTER.

Westminster Chambers, 13 Victoria Street, London S.W_,
Sir,— 9th November, 1911,
: I have the honour to aeknowledg‘e the receipt this day of your cablegram reading as follows :
“ Suez despateh 3rd missed, sent-© Zieten.” ”

This information was, in accordance with the instructions contained in your letter of the
lst December last [see No. 166, F.—6, 1911], at once conveyed to the General Post Office, London, in
order that the necessary pubhclty might be given of the fact that the mail of the 3rd instant from
Wellington had missed the connection in Australia. I have, &c.,

The Right Hon. the Prime Mlms‘cer Wellington, New Zealand. Wu. Harr-Jones.
[Suez Conn. 12/1.]

No. 247.
The Manacer, Union Steam Ship Company, Wellington, to the SmoreTARY, General Post Oﬁlce,
Welhngton
Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,— Wellington, 9th November, 1911.

Confirming my telephone message of this afternoon, I have to advise that information has
reached us from our Sydney office that the “ Warrimoo,” which left here on the 3rd instant at 6.40 p.m.,
missed the express at Sydney with the English mails ; and the message also intimates that the latter
are being forwarded by the *“ Zieten,” due to arrive four days later.

I may mention that the working of the *° Warrimoo’s ”” cargo at this port was finished, and the
vessel was ready for sea at 6.15 p.m.; but, owing to some of the stokehold hands absenting themselves
at the sailing-hour, the vessel did not get away until 6.40 p.m. I have, &ec.,

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. W. A. KexveDY, Manager.
[Suez Conn. 11/139.]

No. 248,

The SecrrETARY, Wellington Chamber of Commerce, Wellington, to the SmcrETARY, (feneral Post
Office, Wellington.

SIR,— Wellington Chamber of Commerce, Wellington, 10th November, 1911.
1 have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 2nd instant regarding the inward Suez
matl-service.

On the 14th June last my Chamber approached the other Chambeis of Commerce throughout the
Dominion urging the desirableness of arrangements being made for the steamer carrying the inward
Suez mail to leave Sydney on Mondays' so as to reach Wellington on Friday morning, as thereby
Auckland would receive its mail sooner than at present, while the rest of the Dommlon would also
receive a distinct advantage from the altered arrangement. I am directed to inguire whether it is
possible for the Department to put this proposal into effect. If the scheme is workable, my Chamber
feels assured it would effect a very great improvement in the mail-service.

In making this representation I am in a position to say that my Chamber has the support of
the following Thambers : Blenheim, Wanganni, Woodville, Christchurch, Nelson, Marton, Rotorua,
Pahiatua, Tlm(uu Reefton, Napier, Dannevirke, Stratford, Hastings, Westport, Tauranga Oamaru,
Hawera, Picton, Eketahuna, while the Auckland and Thames Chambers extend their support, provided
the arrangement does not interfere with the Auckland- Sydney weekly communication.

I have, &c
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. H. D. Vickery, Secretary.

[Suez Conn. 11/133.] .
[Acknowledged, 16th November, 1911.]

No. 249.

The SecrRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GrENErRaL Manacrr, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 14th November, 1911.
1 have the honour to refer to the claim of your company for £288 9s. 3d., the subsidy for the
trip of the s.s. “ Warrimoo ”” from Wellington to Sydney, begun on the 3rd instant.

The “ Warrimoo ” failed to connect With the mail-train at Sydney ; and 1 shall be glad to have
any reason you may wish to advance why the penalty for late arrival in deney should not be imposed.
[n the meantime, payment of the claim for the full amount has been arranged. Any penalty will be
levied separately. I have, &c.,

D. RoBERTSON, Secretary.

The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

[Suez Conn. 11/141.]

10—F. 6.
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No. 250.

The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GeENERaL ManagEr, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

SIR,— ‘General Post Office, Wellington, 15th November, 1911.

I have the honour to forward herewith copy of a letter, dated the 10th instant from the
Wellington Chamber of Commerce, suggesting that the steamer carrying the inward Suez mail leave
Sydney for Wellington on Mondays, and shall be glad of your views, and of any proposals you may
have to make in the matter. I have, &ec., '

D. RoBERTSON, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.
[Suez Conn. 11/134.]

No. 251.

The AssSisTANT GENERAL MawacER, Union Steam Ship Company, to the SECRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,— Dunedin, 20th November, 1911.

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 14th instant, in regard to the
failure of the s.s. ““ Warrimoo ” to connect with the mail-train at Sydney on the trip leaving Wellington
on the 3rd instant.

I beg to enclose copy [not printed] of the master’s report of the 18th November, from which it will
be observed that the delay was due to the very bad weather experienced on the trip. The importance
of making the mail-connection appears to have been fully recognized by the master and officers of the
vessel, and the seamen were sent below, and, with the assistance of the officers, did everything possible
by trimming and placing the coal alongside the firemen to enable a good head of steam to be
maintained. We regret, however, that these efforts were unsuccessful, and that on account of the
continued heavy weather the vessel did not arrive until 8.29 p.m.

We have to thank you for, in the meantime, arranging payment of the claim for the full amount,
and we trust that under the circumstances explained herein you will see your way to waive the question
of penalty. I have, &c.,

D. A. AIkEN, Assistant General Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

[SBuez Conn. 11/142.]

No. 252.

The AsstSTANT GENERAL MaNacER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SECRETARY,
General Post Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
S1R,— Dunedin, 21st November, 1911.
Inward Suez Maodl-service: Despatch from Sydney to Wellington.

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 15th instant, enclosing copy of
letter dated the 10th November, from the Wellington Chamber of Commerce, in regard to the abhove
matter. We are now looking into the question, and will advise you as soon as possible in connection
therewith. I have, &c.,

D. A. AikEN. Assistant General Manager,
The Secretary, General Post Qffice, Wellington.
[Suez Conn. 11/136.]
{Chamber of Commerce informed, 24th November.!

No. 253.

The SEcRETARY, (teneral Post Office, Wellington, to the GEnEraL ManacER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

S1R,— General Post Office, Wellington, 21st December, 1911.

I have the honour to refer to the Assistant General Manager’s letter of the 20th.
ultimo, relating to the failure of the s.s. “ Warrimoo  to connect with the Suez mail at Sydney on
the 7th idem, and to inform you that, as the delay appears to have been beyond the control
of your company, the Postmaster-General has decided that the penalty for late arrival provided
for in the contract be not imposed. I have, &ec.,

D. RoBERTSON, Secretary,
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin,
[8uez Clonn. 11/144.]
' [Acknowledged, 29th December, 1911.]
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No. 254.

The GuNEraL MaNacER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SECRETARY, General
Post Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
- SIR,~— Dunedin, 26th March, 1912.

Inward Suez Mail-service : Despatch from Sydney to Wellington.

Adverting to your letter of the 15th November, to which we have delayed replying in order
that the matter might be thoroughly gone into from all points of view, I regret to say that it is not
practicable to adopt the suggestion made by the Wellington Chamber of Commerce.

The proposal, as you know, is not a new one, and to alter the sailing-day from Sydney from
Saturday to Monday would interfere with the existing arrangement under which we are now making a
connection with the outward Suez mail in Sydney. To run such a service would mean that the steamer
would only have portion of a day in Wellington in which to discharge the cargo from Sydney and load
the outward cargo—an altogether too narrow margin to work upon. In the event of bad weather
interfering with the vessel making an early arrival at Wellington on the Friday, the whole time-table
would be dislocated without any opportunity of picking up the time on the round trip, and
consequently making it impossible to connect with the express leaving Sydney with the out-
ward Suez mails on the Tuesday evening for Melbourne. I have, &c.,

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington. C. HovpswortH, General Manager.
[Suez Conn. 12/7.]

No. 255.

The SecreTaRY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the SEcrerary, Wellington Chamber of
Commerce, Wellington.

SIR,— General Post Office, Wellington, 15th April, 1912.
In reference to your letter of the 10th November last, asking that the day of departure from
Sydney of the steamer carrying the inward Suez mail be altered from Saturday to Monday, I have the
honour to inform you that the Union Steam Ship Company states that the proposal to alter the Sydney
sailing-day from Saturday to Monday would interfere with the existing arrangement under which a
connection is now being made with the outward Suez mail in Sydney. To run such a service would
mean that the steamer would have only portion of a day in Wellington in which to discharge the cargo
from Sydney and load the outward cargo—altogether too narrow a margin to work upon. In the
event of bad weather interfering with the vessel making an early arrival at Wellington on the Friday,
the whole time-table would be dislocated, without an opportunity of picking up the time on the round
trip, and making it impossible to connect with the express leaving Sydney with the outward Suez
mails on the Tuesday evening for Melbourne.
In the circumstances, it is regretted the proposed alteration is not practicable.
I have, &ec.,
D. RoBerTsoN, Secretary.
The Secretary, Wellington Chamber of Commerce, Wellington.

[Suez Conn. 12/8.]
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PROPOSED ALL-RED ROUTE.

No. 256.

The Hon. Smcrerarigs, Galway Transatlantic Port Committee, Galway, to the Right Hon. the
Prive MINISTER.
Sir,— Courthouse, Galway, 15th April, 1911.
At a meeting of the Galway Transatlantic Port Committee (cons1st1nv of representatives: of
Galway, Dublin, and “the Midland (dreat Western Railway), which was held in Galway on Thursday,
the 13th April, 1911, the question of the proposed fast sérvice from these countries to Canada and
Australia was under consideration. ;

Tt was proposed by the Bishop of Galway, seconded by Lord Killanin (Chalrman of the Committee),
and resolved unanimously,—

*“ That the interests of Ireland, as well as of Great Britain and the colonies, demand the establish-
ment of the best possible transit-connection between the mother-countries and Canada, Newfoundland,
Australia, and New Zealand, and that a suitable scheme for this purpose deserves such financial assist-
ance as may be necessary from the Governments of all those countries.

“That the shortest and safest connection, and therefore the cheapest and best, lies through
Treland.

“That Galway is the most suitable Irish port -to counnect with Halifax as terminus, and,
if so arranged, with a Newfoundland port of call,—

“{a.) Being 230 miles nearer to London than is Blacksod by the proposed Blacksod route
(via Larne and Stranraer), and only seventy-one miles farther from Halifax ;

“(b.) Having a first - class existing railway (except for s few miles) through the centre of
Treland to Dublin, in easy communication with the north and south of Ireland, and a
shorter and more direct connection with Belfast and Scotland than the proposed
Blacksod route (Galway being 194 miles from Belfast, and Blacksod 216 miles); while
in the other scheme a new railway would have to be constructed from Blacksod to
Collooney through a remote district, and the remaining part of the line to Larne in
great part freed from curves, and doubled ; ’

“(c.) Having an existing city beside the proposed harbour ;

“(d.) And the promise at a reasonable cost of one of the finest harbours in the world.

“ That we approve of the project of a fast service from Galway to Halifax, to connect with London
and the Continent by a ferry service from Kingstown to Holyhead.”

We have, &c.,
W. G. SEYMOUR, }
T. N. Repinaron, - Hon. Secretaries.
W. G. Fogarry, L
The Right Hon. Sir Joseph G. Ward, K.C.M.G., Prime Minister of New Zealand, W ellington.

[P.0. 11/345(4).]

No. 257.

The SEcreTARY, (eneral Post Office, Wellington, to the Hox. Secrerariss, Galway Transatlantic
Poit Committee, Galway, Ireland.

GENTLEMEN,— General Post Office, Wellington, 17th June, 1911.

I have the honour, by direction of the Acting Postmaster-General, to acknowledge the receipt
of your circular letter of the 15th April last, addressed to the Right Hou. Sir Joseph Ward, Prime
Minister of this Dominion, conveying resolutions of your Committee on the subject of the proposed fast
steamer service between the United Kingdom and Australasia.

The resolutions have been noted by this Department.
I have, &ec.,
D. Roserrson, Secretary.
The Hon. Secretaries, Galway Transatlantic Port Committee, Courthouse, Galway, Ireland.
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AUCKLAND-FIJI SERVICEH.

No. 258.

The SECRETARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GEnEraL ManNaGER, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

S1R,— General Post Office, Wellington, 15th August, 1911.

I have the honour to point out that the time-table of the Auckland-Fiji mail-service provides
for the running of the steamers within two days of the Vancouver steamers, and to inquire whether
it is the intention of your company to alter the time-table. 1 have, &c.,

D. RoBERTSON, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

[P.O. 11/681(1).]

No. 259.

The AssisTaNT GENERAL ManNacER, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SECRETARY, General
Post Office, Wellington.

Unton Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,— Dunedin, 18th August, 1911.

We have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 15th instant. We note your remarks
pointing out that the time-table of the Auckland-Fiji mail-service provides for the running of the
steamers within two days 6f the Vancouver steamers. This matter has been receiving our consider-
ation for some time past, and we have been endeavouring to arrange the running of the island steamers
so that the dates both inwards and outwards will not clash. This is a very difficult matter. It is
possible we will come to a decision in the course of a few days, and will again communicate with you.

I have, &c.,
- D. A. A1xEN, Assistant General Manager.
The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

No. 260.

The ‘GuNeEraL Manager, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to. the SECRETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,— Dunedin, 13th September, 1911.
Referring to your telegram of the 6th instant [not printed] and ours of same date in reply
[not printed], so far we have not been able to overcome the difficulty in rearranging the running of the
Auckland~Fiji steamer so as to increase the interval between her sailing-dates and those of the Van-
couver mail-steamers. The trouble is that wherever we try to place her will bring her into contact
with other fruit-steamers, either in loading at Fiji or delivering in New Zealand.

If we postponed the *“ Navua ” one week she would leave Auckland five days ahead of the steamer
to Vancouver and return eight days ahead of the steamer from Vancouver, but she would clash in
Fiji with the A.U.S.N. Company’s steamer loading for Sydney and Melbourne, and the Fiji shippers
say they cannot load both in the same.week.

If we postponed the *“ Navua ” two weeks she would clash at Auckland inwards with the Eastern
Pacific steamer from Rarotonga, which we find it nocessary to make one week later than at present
in order to overcome difficulties in working the San Francisco mail-steamers at Rarotonga coming
south. At present the San Francisco steamers reach Rarotonga a couple of days after the steamer
from Auckland has discharged there. The wharves are consequently blocked with cargo, which
impedes the handling of fruit to the mail-steamer, and there is also difficulty with labour, the nativas
not being ready to work the mail-steamer so soon after working the Auckland steamer. The “ Navua ”
would also clash in Fiji with the *“ Manapouri ” loading for Melbourne.

. If we made the “ Navua ” three weeks later she would clash in Fiji with the “ Atua” or the
“ Tofua > loading for Sydney.

The position at present is that we are in communication with the A.U.S.N. Company, suggesting
to them that they might alter the dates of their steamer so as to admit of our making the ““ Navua ”
a week later than at present, which, apparently, would be the best position for her in the interests of
shippers and importers of fruit. So far, however, we have not succeeded in inducing the A.U.S.N,
Company to agree. We shall be pleased to hear from you whether you concur in this.

I have, &c., .
R. McK. McLen~ax, for General Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.
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No. 261.

The SecreTARY, General Post Office, Wellington, to the GENERAL ManNae®R, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

Sir,— General Post Office, Wellington, 18th September, 1911.
IZbeg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 13th instant.

I note the position. I am not quite clear from your letter whether you mean that it i3 impossible
to make any change from the present time-table or whether you are still hopeful of coming to some
arrangement with the A.U.S.N. Company. Perhaps you will kindly advise me.

I have, &c.,
D. RoBERT80N, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

No. 262.

The GeNgrRAL ManackR, Union Steam Ship Company, Dunedin, to the SrcrETARY, General Post
Office, Wellington.

Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited),
SIR,— Dunedin, 29th September, 1911.
1 have to acknowledge due receipt of your letter of the 18th instant.

The object of our letter of the 13th instant was to show the difficulties in the way of making an
alteration in the running of the local steamer between Auckland and Fiji that would be satisfactory
to all concerned. We are hopeful of eventually coming to an arrangement with the A.U.S.N. Com-
pany, but before pressing them further we wish to know whether the proposal mentioned in the last
paragraph of our letter—viz., to make the “ Navua > a week later than at present—would be satis-
factory to you. I have, &c.,

R. McK. McLe~n~aN, for General Manager.

The Secretary, General Post Office, Wellington.

No. 263.

The SmcreTARY, (eneral Post Office, Wellington, to the GENErRAL Manaerr, Union Steam Ship
Company, Dunedin.

S1R,— General Post Office, Wellington, 7th November, 1911.

In reference to your letter of the 29th September last, asking whether it would meet require-
ments if the “ Navua ” were to leave a week later than at present, I regret to inform you that the
proposed alteration would not be satisfactory. It is considered that as both the Auckland-Fiji and
the Auckland—Vancouver mail-services are subsidized, there should be a much longer interval than
five days. I have, &c.,

D. RoBEerTsON, Secretary.
The General Manager, Union Steam Ship Company of New Zealand (Limited), Dunedin.

Approximate Cost of Paper.—Preparation, not given ; printing (1,250 copies), £45.

By Authority : Joun Mackay, Government Printer, Wellington.—1912.
Price 1s. 6d.]
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