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Numbers and Species of Trees growing in the South Island (31st March, 1913).

R. G. Robinson,
Superintending Nurseryman, South Island.

Tapanui Nursery, Otago.

(Area, 132 acres; altitude, 500 ft.; established, 1897.)
It is questionable if local tree-raising operations have had to be conducted under more

adverse conditions since the establishment of this nursery than during the past season, and
following immediately upon an unusually sunless year it is only reasonable to anticipate in the
attainment in tree-growing work generally a decreased measure of success.

The annual rainfall (43-15 in. occurring over 213 days) is the heaviest yearly precipitation
since 1905, and undoubtedly the wet weather has been more persistent than in any previous-
recording year. In most localities a similar rainfall to that experienced here would be looked
upon with approbation; but the argillaceous composition of the surface soil and substrata on
this station forbids systematic tillage unless a fair proportion of sunshine and drying winds are
distributed throughout the season.

Raising of Seedlings.—Special attention was directed upon the seed-bed area by manuring
and frequent tillage, and during the last two weeks of October some 476 lb. of tree-seed—as shown
on Schedule V—were operated with under fair conditions. To the subsequent coldness must
be attributed the slowness in germination throughout, although gradually an even though some-
what thin crop of seedlings resulted. It will be noticed that some 2,122,100 yearlings were
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Acer pseudo-platanus„ saccharum
Aesculus hippocastanum ..
Alnus glutinosa
Betula alba
Castanea vesca ..„ (in situ) ..
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Cytisus laburnum
Fagus sylvatica
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Juglans regia
Larix europaea„ leptolepis
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Sequoia sempervirens
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