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'BEPORT

To Hxs Excellency fhe nght Honourable Arthur De Brito Savile, Earl
of Liverpool, Governor and Commander-in-Chief in and over His
- Majesty’s’ Dommlon of New Zealand and its Dependen01es

MAY IT PLEASE YOUR FXCELLENCY-*

We, the Commissioners aopom‘red by Your. Exoellenov on the 11th day
of FPbl uary, 1913, to inouire by all lawful means into the condition of forestry
in New Zealand, and for that purnose to inspect the forest lands of the
Dominion and the State nurseries and plantations, and to report on the several
matters referred to in the Commission, a copv of Whlch 18 attached hereto have
the honour to report. as follows :—

We assembled at Wellington on the 926th Februarv and held three meetinos,
at which onr itinerarv was arranged. and.various matters discussed. The
Hon. W. F. Massey, Prime Minister of the Dominion, was present at the opening
of the first meetine, and brieflv addresed ns on the obiects of the Commission.
The Chairman Mr. Haszard. also delivered a short opening address.

Leaving Wellington on the evening of the 28th Februarv. the Commission
reached Invercareill on the 1st March, and held a nublie sittine there in the
Government Buildings on the 3rd March. Since the subiects of our inguiry
were of oreat public interest we decided to admit the public and the Press to
all our sittings, excepting such as were held in committee, and to advertise
heforehand the dates and place of such in the Incal newspaners. Whilst in
Southland your Commission visited the Tongwood Forest. the Waiau Forest. and
the Waikawa Forest, viewing at the same time a considerable portion of the
Southland Plain. A visit was also paid to th» Bluff. and an inspection made
of the Government timber-nreserving workes at, Kew, where we examined various
samples of timber treated by the Powellizing process. On the 6th March
your Commission proceeded to Tapanui. making an insnection of the Govern-
ment nursery the same day nunder the onidance of Mr. R. G. Robinson. Suver-
intendine Nurservman for the South Tsland. The next dav was spent, in com-
pany with Mv. Robinson, in examining the Dwekv Hill nlantations, and in
paying a brief visit to the silver-beech forest in Whisky Gully, Blue Monntains.
Leaving Tapanui on the 8th March we reached Dunedin the same evening. A
public sitting was held 1n that city at the Land Office on the 11th March.
While in Dunedin and neighbovrhood vour Commission visited Waitati, where,
in the grounds of the Mental Hospital. nnder the guidance of Dr. Ross, the
Superintendent, we examined a remarkable self-sown growth of an Australian
oum (Eucalyptus numerosa). A visit was also made, in company with Mr. D.
Tannock, to the plantations that are being nlanted in the T.eith Valley by the
Dunedin Corporation. In view of the use of timber for paper pulp, the paper-
mill at Woodhaugh was also visgited. On the 12th March your Commission
iourneyed to Ranfurly, on the Maniototo Plain. Central Otago, accompanied
bV Mr. R. G. Robinson, and inspected the nursery and the several plan‘rations
in that neighhovrhood. Nasebv.-was also visited, and the trees growing in that
relatively cold climate noted. The next day we proceeded to Cromwell by rail,
and had an onnor’mmty of seeing some of the depleted area of Central Otago.
On the 14th March. in order to Further study the conditions for afforestation
1n the dry treeless districts of Central O’ra;z‘o and the Mackenzie Plains, yonr
Commission proceeded to T.ake Pnkaki, »ia the Tindis Pass and Otarama. The
fo]lowmg day we proceeded to Timaru by wav of TLake Tekapo and Fairlie.
examining en route certain plantations of the Mackenzie County Conneil. At
Timaru your Commission divided into subcommittees, Messrs. Clarke and
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