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Now that the ground has been so thoroughly covered, it would be wise, I suggest, to make a
somewhat similar inquiry at regular intervals—say, at intervals of two years—to ascertain if
the shortages still obtain. It is only by keeping in close and constant touch with manufacturers
that the true state of affairs can be gauged.

In respect to the work of the Department's employment branches, the following have received
practical assistance since the Department's formation :—

The total number of men assisted by the Department during the year shows an increase over
1911-12; in that year 5,735 were assisted or sent to employment, as against 5,848 in 1912-13
(increase 113). Of the number assisted in 1912-13, 1,639 were married and 4,209 were single
men and widowers. Of the total, 3,705 were sent to or given assistance to private employment,
and 2,143 were sent to Government works.

During the early spring and summer a steady demand set in for farm workers. The
demand continued right up to the end of the year under review. The number of hands required
was not available, and the Department found the utmost difficulty in getting labour for farmers,
especially for the dairy-farmers in the Taranaki District. A distinct shortage of men was
experienced also in the cheese-factories, the vacancies took some time to fill. A total of 719
farm hands was assisted to employment by the Department. The great majority of these hailed
from overseas, and, beyond having a physical capacity and desire for such work, were not specially
experienced or trained, in farm-work. Farmers find the immigrants, as a general rule, to be
adaptable and capable, and those possessing a real desire to learn the work turn out very satis-
factory workmen.

There is one feature in regard to the assistance afforded to men by the Department which
is deserving of special mention. The sum of £2,100 was voted by Parliament last year for the
purpose of assisting men by means of advancing their fares to both Government and private
employment. Of this vote £1,921 was expended, and £1,842 has been recovered from the men,
representing 96 per cent, of the amount advanced. In the previous year the percentage was
946. The result for 1912-13 constitutes a record, and lam doubtful whether any other Labour
Department can show such a result.

FACTORIES ACT.

In last year's report it was stated that a separate appendix to the report embodying a new
system of industrial statistics was under preparation. So far as each district is concerned this
appendix was duly completed and issued early this year as Table I, and attached to this year's
report will be a further appendix showing the result (for the same year) as for the whole of
New Zealand (Tables II and III). Table II will show the results divided into the various industries
(for example, the workers engaged in, say, the meat-freezing industry generally throughout New
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Totals 96,364 34,032 62,332 128,709 42,139 54,225
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