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Admissions.
Kxclusive of 108 patients (m., 77; f.. 31) transferred from one institution to another, the

admissions numbered 784 (m., 466; f., 318), as against 839 (in., 458; f., 381; in the previous
year, a decrease of 55. Of the 784, those admitted for the first time to any mental hospital in
New Zealand numbered 660 (m., 394; f., 266), and those not admitted for the first time, 124
(in., 72; f., 52). To the first admissions 20 immigrants, who became insane within a year of
landing here, contributed. Of this number, 5 men and 6 women came from the United Kingdom,
of whom I woman had been previously insane, 3 men came from the Commonwealth, and 6 (one
had been previously insane) from foreign countries. In addition, 3 New-Zealanders (men) were
admitted shortly after their return from residence abroad.

Ratio of Admissions to Population.
Excluding the Native race (9 male and 5 Female patients) and all transfers, the proportion

of admissions (whether firsi or not) and first admissions to the estimated general population
(mean) stands respectively at 721 and 606 per 10,000; or, in other words, every 1,388 persons
in the general population contributed an admission, and every 1,649 a first admission.

As a measure of the increase of patients under the Act in relation to the increase in the popu-
lation, this table is more accurate than figures detailing the proportion of total mentally defective
to the population. The first division in each section deals with all patients placed on the register
during the periods; the second separates from the firsi patients whose names were placed on the
register for the first time. As one attack of insanity predisposes to another, the return of many
patients a longer or shorter time after discharge is not surprising, but an increase in the ratio
of first admissions is of more serious import. During the last thirty-eight years there has been

1 readmieeion among every 461 admissions, or 1 return of a discharged patient for every 2-67
discharges—that is, cases discharged, not persons, for persons labouring under the recurrent
forms of disorder will have been discharged and readmitted more than once. The general
tendency, as demonstrated by the proportions at the quinquennia, indicates an increase of occur-
ring insanity in excess of the increase in the population, though the proportions for 1913 compare
very favourably with last year and favourably with the average of the previous five years.

In this connection it is necessary to repeat that our population is materially augmented by
ready-made adults, persons no longer immune by age, who have during their period of immunity
diluted the statistics of some other country; and that the Mental Defectives Act, 1911, spreads
its net wider than the Lunatics Act. Also, when dealing, as we are, with small numbers the addi-
tion of a few from any cause, such as an influx of adults and the advancing age of earlier settlers,
makes a material difference.

In England and Wales during 1912 every 10,000 of the general population contributed
5*13 first admissions and*6-14 total admissions (idiot establishments excluded).

Our Ratios compared with Australian States.—For figures supplied for the construction of the
following table I am obliged to the Inspectors-General of the States inoluded. Our admission
proportions have, for purposes of comparison, been calculated on the population at the end of
the year, whereas the figures in the table above were calculated on the mean.
Comparative Statement of Registered Insane Persons and Admissions to Institutions in relation to

General Population.
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