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REPORT ON THE AFFORESTATION OPLRATIONS IN THE NORTH ISLAND, 1914-15.
[By the Superintending Nurseryman, North Island, Rotorua.)

Iy presenting this report upon the aflorestation-work at the North Island stations for the past
vear I regret that, owing to the drought which was prevalent in most parts of the Dominion during the
spring and summer, the usual measure of sucoess cannot be claimed. From August to February the
rainfall was very light, and the few showers which were recorded failed to do any good owing to the
rapid evaporation of the moisture from the soil. In the plantations the losses have been greatest
at Kaingaroa and Watotapu, where the soil is greatly lacking in humus; while at Whakarewarewa
and Puhipuhi the losses are not greatly above nor mal. The losses in the nursery are principally due
to the failure of many of the seeds to germinate. Those sown early in the spring have done fairly
woll, while the later-sown ones in most cases are very sparse. The growth has generally been very
poor, but no doubt the moister conditions which commenced carly in March will ensure a satisfactory
autumn growth.

During the year the area of land planted was [, 416 acves, the principal species used being Corsican
pine and Monterey pine (P. radiaia). Of the last-named species, the area planted was slightly over
500 acres. The total area of plantation in the North Island formed since the commencement of
operations in 1898 is 16,340 acres. In the nursery the trees raised during the year are estimated ab
seven and a quarter millions, the principal species raised being Corsican pine, Monterey pine, yellow-
pine, Weymouth pine, D(»u«)la% fir, sweet-chestnut, Ezwalyptu.s Macarthuri, and Eucalyptus resinifera
grandiflora.  Owing to the Tailure to scoure seed of Corsican pine in 1913 there are practically no
trees of this species available for planting during the coming winter. The shortage in this respect
is partly compensated for by the Monterey-pine crop, but the climatic requirements ‘of these two trees
being slightly different, this shortage will directly affect the planting at Waiotapu and Kaingaroa,
where the Corsican pine is the more. suitable tree to plant.

P’risoN LABOUR.

Following is tabulated information regarding this class of labour. [t is gratifying to be able to
report that the prison camps have been well supplied with prisoners during the year, and that the
average number cmployed is considerably greater than for the previous twelve months.
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