T. MCCRISTELL, | 33 H.—19s.

223. Have any complaints been made, to your kunowledge, by the troops?—VYes, complaints
have been made by the troops. Once or twice they wanted more fresh vegetables, Thev get them
when we can procure them,. i l

224. There is a dietary #—-Yes.

225, Does it include vegetables -——Whenever we can obtain them. It savs potatoes also.

226. Cabbages are only supplied as you can get them %—That is so.

227. But vou can always get them —No. Lieutenant Petty will explain that.

228. Then you are satisfied that in all respects the troops are sufficiently supplied with good
food I—VYes; as a matter of fact, 1 have been compelled to reduce the supply of butter and jam
because of the wilful waste that was going on. I make an oceasional descent npon the cookhouses,
and the last time I did so T found—it was in the early part of last month—1I found three-quarters
of a carbide-tin full of butter thrown awayv. I then reduced the supply per man.

229. How do the men get their meals: do they go for them to the cookhouse?—Yes; each
tent consists of eight men, and two of those are appointed mess orderlies. They parade and get
the food from the cookhouse, bring it to the tents, and divide it up amongst the men. After
the meal 1s finished they gather up the seraps and wash up.

230. Whatever they do not use is thrown awav?—No. Hach platoon has a store in which
they keep their surplus food. After each meal the unused food is brought back and placed in
hoxes in this store.

231. Then they do not get all their food from the cookliouse?—No; their dry rations arve
issued and stored in the food-tent at the end of the lines.

232. The Chairman.] Do vou know of the complaints about the tea?—Yes, I have had
occasional complaints about the tea, but it is not the tea itself which causes the complaints. T
investigated the complaints, and found it originated from the cooker in use. They are boilers
on either side of the fireplace. When you draw off the water from the boilers there is alwavs
about 3 in. left in the hottom, because vou cannot cmipty the boiler of all the water.

233. The defect in the tea was due, then, to the fact that the tap was too high above the
hottom of the boiler -—Yes, sir; there is alwavs a certain amount of water left,

234. Has the defect been remedied 7—T have sent a memorandum to the Chicef of Staff about it.

235. Tt has been stated that the tea was very nasty &-—Yes. We thought of hoiling the water
outside, but in wel weather vou could not boil sufficient outside.

236. Mr. Ferguson.] Is the tea placed in those hoilers?—DNo; but the water is drawn from
them to make the tea. They are 20-gallon boilers.

237. Mr. Salmond.] Who attends to the cooking of the food?—I supervise all that, but the
company cooks attend to it.

238. Are these company cooks soldiers?--Yes,

239. T understand that vou have one civilian cook and the others are soldiers —VYes,

240. You are satisficd with their efficieney —VYes,

241. Going back for a moment to the question of equipment, when a new draft comes into
camp they have to get their equipment at once: is it a fact that sometimes they have been kept
late at night waiting for their equipment -—Yes. On one occasion I received 1,757 men in one
day. I did not get a start on them until 11 a.m., and by the time they were fitted out it was
vefy late. We can fit out about a hundred an hour. If I found T could not get t}}i'(mgh them
all that night T would issne blankets in bhulk. and complete the issue of their equipment next
morning.

249, What ix the latest time that men have heen kept waiting for their equipment -—About
9.30 or 10 p.m.  But T have had men coming in at 3 a.m.

243. Did thev come into camp at 3 in the morning —Yes.

944, Where did they come from —There wax one hatch came down from Gishorne: they canie
down by way of Woodville with horses.

245, Have there been any cases where men have arrived in camp, say, in the evening, and
have had to wait until 2 a.m. for blankets ?—No.

246, Well, till 12 o’clock at night?—No; T think perhaps 10 p.m., apart from those men
who were delaved on the line and did not get into camp till carly morning.

947. But when it has been necessary you supply them with blankets in bulk. leaving the
issue of the rest of the equipment till next day?—VYes.

248, Mr. Gray.] You went into the camp in October, I understand ¢—Yes.

249. Did von ercet any buildings hefore the Public Works Departinent Yo,

250. With vour own staff 9—VYes.

251. You have carpenters =~—Yes, o

9592. Who installed the water-supply {—Tt was done under my supervision.

953. You had plumbers there?—Yes. '

954. And when the Public Works Department took in hand the ervection of the huts did vou
assist them 2—VYes, we worked with them.

955, Did vou provide them with some men ¢—Yes. '

256. For what purpose 2—Fivst of all, Mr. Scott, who had charge of the plumbing. came to
me and said he could not get plumbers. I got them, and had the water laid on for them. We
also lent them plasterers and bricklayers.

257. You had a staff of your own ?—Yes.

958. And you lent them ?--Yes, we did everything we could to help the Public Works Depart-
ment in the work o

959 The Chairman.] In connection with the case of a man who takes sick in camp. how does
the news of that sickness veach the proper quarter -—The orderly-sergeant makes out the sick-

report for the Medical Officer.
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